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PERSONAL PROFILE 
Jason Sehorn 
New York Giants: CB 
Height: 6-2 
Weight: 210 
Born: 4/15/71 
College: USC 


HIGHLIGHTS 
After only two seasons as a starter for the 
Giants, Jason Sehorn has emerged as one 
of the best cornerbacks in the NFL. His 
team-high i ptions in 1997 
helped the Giants’ defense lead the league 
with 44 take aways. / lent athle 


CarREER DEFENSIVE STATS 
94 NY.Giants 8 0 0 0 000 0 0 
95 NY.Giants 14 0 6 4 200 0 0 - 
96 NY.Giants 16 15 97 83 14 30 5 61 122 1 
97 NY.Giants 16 16 86 75 11 15 6 74 123 1 


NFL TOTALS 54 31 189 162 27 45 11135 123 2 


PERSONAL PROFILE 
Wayne Chrebet 
New York Jets: WR 
- Height: 5-10 
Weight: 185 
Born: 8/14/73 
College: Hofstra 


HIGHLIGHTS 

‘mer walk-on at Hofstra, Wayne 
Chrebet continues to ov ye as one 
of the best third-down r in the 
league. His 150 receptions in 1995-96 are 
the most of any player in his first two NFL 
sasons. Chrebet is the storybook under- 
dog who has earned the respect and admi- 
ration of his coaches, teammates, and fans. 


Career RECEIVING STATS 
YR_TEAM G_GS REC YDS AVG LG 1D 
95 NewYorkJets 16 16 66 726 11.0 32 
96 New York Jets 16 9 84 909 10.8 44 
97 New York Jets AG) oh 58 799 138 70 


48 26 208 2434 «11.7 70 10 
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Street & Smith's Pro Football 


EDITOR’S LETTER 


Street & Smith’s looks back on 
its past while peeking at the future. 


win the championship. ..but it isn’t going to lose it. Someone will have 
to rip it away. And that will take a lot of ripping.” 

Recognize those sentiments? What about this quote: “The Broncos’ early 
stampede made a vast difference in the enthusiasm of Denver fans last 
year...[but] the element of surprise is gone.” 

Those forecasts could apply to the current Green Bay Packers and the Den- 
ver Broncos, but the words were actually written 35 years ago in the inaugural 
edition of Street & Smith's Pro Football. 

Larry Felser has discovered a recipe for champions (page 44) and Don Pier- 
son tells us what to expect on the gridiron this fall (page 54). But we are tak- 
ing time out from our preview of the 1998 National Football League season to 
take a look back at the past 35 years in the NFL. Thirty-five years ago, the pro 
football world was less complicated. For one thing, the NFL consisted of 14 
teams in two divisions. It battled the upstart American Football League's eight 
teams for players and fans, For another thing, both the NFL and the AFL 
wrapped up their season before New Year's Day. The two leagues did not meet 
to settle the pro football championship until Super Bowl I in 1967. 

The NEL of '98, 30 teams strong and televised by four networks, bears lit- 
tle resemblance to its former self. We gave Larry Weisman the challenging 
assignment of selecting the 35 greatest moments of the past 35 years (page 37). 
“If only this were the 100th anniversary,” lamented Larry, who pointed out 
the impossibility of limiting his list of memorable accomplishments to just 35. 

Among the highlights was the New York Jets’ stunning upset of the Bal- 
timore Colts in Super Bowl II] in 1969, Don Maynard, the Jets’ Hall of Fame 
receiver, writes eloquently about the game that helped cement the credibility 
of the AFL and pave the way for the AFL/NEL merger (page 18). 

The NEL in the 1960s did not command the attention that today’s league 
reaches eagerly for with both hands. Super Bowl Sunday has become some- 
thing of a national holiday, with the game itself often overwhelmed by the hype 
and hoopla surrounding it. But in a welcome audible this season, pro football 
must live up to its Super Bowl rather than live it down. Denver’s 31-24 defeat 
of Green Bay last January ended a streak of 13 consecutive losses for the AFC 
in the championship game. The victory was also the first for the Broncos in five 
Super Bowls, the first for John Elway after three Super Bow! losses, and the first 
for the class of ‘83 quarterbacks after nine defeats. 

As for this season, everything's up to date in Kansas City, where the Chiefs 
have not gone as far as they can go. They will, however, go farther than they 
have gone in almost three decades when they travel to Pro Player Stadium in 
Miami to battle the San Francisco 49ers in Super Bowl XXXIII. 

We have beefed up our coverage in this our anniversary season with some 
added attractions, such as player rankings (page 14), depth charts, and veter- 
an and rookie profiles. 

The preseason kicks off on Saturday, August 1 at Canton, Ohio, when the 
Pittsburgh Steelers meet the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the traditional Hall of 
Fame game. 


Pesach. Kasey 


e-mail: Jerry Kavanagh/Street&Smiths/CNP@CNP 


B- forecasting the Packer future, one must say that Green Bay may not 
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The Jets’ victory over the Colts in Super Bow! Il was the most stun: 
ning upsetin\NFL history, by Don 


Our 35th Anniversary — 


Celebrating the 35 greatest moments inthe 35-year history of Street 
& Smith’s Pro Football. hy Larry Weisman 


Recipe for a Champion! 


It takes just four ingredients to cook up a Super Bowl special. 
hy Larry Felser 


48 Going the Extra Yard 


The players who are making)/a difference, on and off the field, 
by Bill Heller: 


Ay 
The Jet Set p.18 
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servations, opinions, and|predictions on|NFL issues big and small, 
hy Don Pierson 
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TEAM INDEX 


Reading 


between the 
lines of last 
season’s statistics 
by STATS Inc. 
L 


Who throws opponents for a loss? 


tT: he turned 35 this summer, future Hall of Famer Bruce Smith 


seems to have plenty left. In 1997 Smith made as many tackles in the 
opposing backfield as any player in the league. Here are the ‘97 leaders 
in sacks plus stuffs. A stuff is defined as any play in which a ball carrier is 
stopped for a loss on a rushing attempt. 


Smith and Robert Porcher of the Lions each racked up 26 sacks plus 
stuffs to tie for the league lead. John Randle, the NFL's leading sack artist 
last season, ranked third. With 18 sacks last season, Michael Strahan, who 
finished fifth, was one of the key forces behind the Giants’ stellar 
defense. Strahan nearly matched his career total (in his first four 
years) in helping New York capture the NFC East for the first time 
since 1990. 


Which teams feast on home cooking? 


rom the Cheeseheads in Green Bay to more than three-quarters of their contests at 
FF: Terrible Towel-wavers in Pitts- Mile High! In 1992 the Broncos somehow went 
burgh, the NFL clearly has some avid 7-1 at home and just 1-7 on the road. 
fans. We wanted to see which teams gain the The Pittsburgh Steelers, a team built in 
greatest edge from playing at home—that is, recent years to play smash-mouth football, 
which teams have the greatest differential in home thrive in the cold environs of Three Rivers Sta- 
winning percentage vs. road winning percentage dium—especially on defense. In 1996 the 
in the 1990s. Last year's Super Bowl champs rank Steelers surrendered just 86 points in their 


at the top of the list. P| eight home games, compared with 

Of course, the Broncos have ms pests 171 in their road contests. And 
the advantage of being conditioned - Ayes Gait when it comes to the Jacksonville- 
to Denver's altitude, and Mile High y Pittsburgh rivalry, the home team 
Stadium ranks as one of the has the clear advantage. The 
league's loudest venues, but the Jaguars, who rank third on our 
Broncos’ numbers are downright chart, are 0-3 all-time in Pitts- 
startling. In the 1990s they have burgh, but 3-0 at home against 
won less than 40 percent of their their AFC Central rivals. Right in 


regular-season road games, but » 7 yi character for both teams. 
is! 
v 
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Which defenses 
bend but 
don’t break 


ost NFL coaches will forgive their 
Mie for allowing opponents 

‘to move the ball up and down the 
field—as long as their foes don’t put up num- 
bers where it really counts: on the score- 
board. Which 1997 teams were generous with 
the yards but relatively stingy with the 
points? Check out last season’s leader board: 


Yards/Pt 
21.2 
21.0 

20.7 

19.1 


Team 
Tampa Bay 
Kansas City 
N.Y. Giants 
Green Bay 
New England 18.9 
NFL Average 16.6 
(Points off fumble/interception returns 
and punt/kickoff returns not included.) 


The five teams on the list above posted an 
aggregate winning percentage of .706 
(66-23-1). All five went to the playoffs last year, 
with four capturing division titles along the way. 


While this stat appears to be primarily 
an evaluation of a team’s defense, the num- 
bers are also a testament to its ability to 
move the ball on “offense.” After all, if the 
Bears go three-and-out from their own 20- 
yard line, chances are that their opponents 
are not going to have to travel far to reach 
the end zone for a six-point payoff. What 
about the Giants, you say? They ranked 27th 
in the NFL in total offense, but with a league- 
leading 27 interceptions, the Giants’ defense 
was able to thwart many opposing drives. 


Who falters in the fourth? 


all it running out of gas. Call it folding 
under pressure, stumbling down the 


stretch, or opportunity lost. Call it what 


maddening. Few 

things deflate a 

team quite like a 

blown fourth-quar= 

ter lead. Just ask Ted 
Marchibroda, who has seen 
his Ravens lose more than 
half their games over the last | 
two years when leading after 
three quarters. 


you will, but don’t 
forget to call it \\ 


Worst Records When Leading 
After 3 Quarters (1995-97) 
Team Record Pet 
Ravens 464 
Cardinals 500 
Browns 71 
Raiders 18-10-0 643 
Jets 10-5-0 667 


(regular season only) 


Over the past 
three years, Baltimore 
is the only club below .500 
in games where it entered the 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


fourth quarter with a lead. For sheer volume of 

losses, however, the Raiders claim the igno- 
minious prize. 

Conversely, 

Carolina has a 

/ perfect record 

when heading 

into the final peri- 

od with a lead. The 

Panthers have allowed an 

average of just over four 

fourth-quarter points per 

Game over the past three 

Seasons. As for the Chiefs, 

Steelers, and Packers, is 


Best Records When Leading 
After 3 Quarters (1995-97) 
Team Record Pet 
Panthers 1.000 

Chiefs 
Steelers 
Packers 
Colts 


(regular season only) 


there any question 

why they have eight 

division titles among them 
during that span? 


Which receivers 
move the sticks? 


ashington Redskin wide 
receivers weren't neces- 
sarily prolific last sea- 


son, but that doesn’t mean F 
they were not productive— 
especially when it came 

to moving the chains. 

This group could 

have been nick- 

named the “Chain 

Gang” in 1997, as 

104 of their 117 receptions 
went for a first down. That's 
nine of every 10 catches! 

Not surprisingly, a pair of my 
*Skins topped the charts 

last year in first downs 

per reception: 


NFL Leadersin _ 
First Downs per Reception 


Player, Team 1st Downs Rec 
Henry Ellard, Was 
Michael Westbrook, Was 
Jake Reed, Min 

Chris Penn, Chi 

Terrell Owens, SF 

Mark Carrier, Car 
Michael Irvin, Dal 
Yancey Thigpen, Pit 
Jimmy Smith, Jax 

Rod Smith, Den 


(minimum 30 receptions) 


The tandem of Henry Ellard (above) and 
Michael Westbrook certainly had a nose for 
the marker last fall. Ellard continued to pol- 
ish his résumé for Canton, leading the 
league in this category for the fourth straight 
year. Over that span, 200 of his 214 catch- 
es (93 percent) have given the ’Skins a fresh 
set of downs. Teammate Leslie Shepherd 
would have topped Ellard and Westbrook 
with just one more catch. Shepherd had 29 
receptions last season—one shy of our min- 
imum—with 27 (93.1 percent) first downs. 

Also showing a proclivity for moving the 
sticks were such stars as Jake Reed, Michael 
Irvin, Yancey Thigpen, and Jimmy Smith, as 
well as such stars-in-the-making as Terrell 
Owens and Rod Smith. Owens stepped in for 
Jerry Rice and stepped up his play consid- 
erably, while Smith had Denver fans forget- 
ting Anthony Miller by the end of Week 1. 


Who are the best long-distance 
receiving duos in history? 


heir names may not yet be attached at the hip like Romeo and Juliet 

i or Simon and Garfunkel, but the wide-receiver duo of Cris Carter and 

Jake Reed is quickly becoming the Batman and Robin of pass catch- 

ers. Last year, for the fourth consecutive season, Carter and Reed both exceed- 

ed 1,000-yards receiving. By doing so, they became the first tandem in NFL 
history ever to accomplish the feat more than three times. 

Carter and Reed's feat is even more impressive when you consider that 

of the other duos on the top list below was able to crack the 1,000-yard 


mark in back- 
to-back seasons. 
In fact, only seven 
other tandems in NFL 
history have turned the trick in 
consecutive years. 
In this era of free agency, it 
may be harder to keep good 
wide-receiver duos together. Reed 
re-signed with the Vikings last 
December, however, so he and Carter have 
a chance to continue their string of success. 
Carter, by the way, will be going for his sixth straight 
1,000-yard season. 


Receivers, Team Seasons 
Cris Carter/Jake Reed, Min 4 (1994-97) 
Mark Clayton/Mark Duper, Mia 3 (1984, 1986, 1991) 
Gary Clark/Art Monk, Was 3 (1986, 1989, 1991) 


Seasons 
4 (1994-97) 
2 (1967-68) 
2 (1979-80) 
2 (1980-81) 
2 (1989-90) 
2 (1990-91) 
2 (1995-96) 
2 (1996-97) 


Receivers, Team 

Cris Carter/Jake Reed, Min 

Don Maynard/George Sauer, NYJ 
Charlie Joiner/John Jefferson, SD 
Charlie Joiner/Kellen Winslow, SD 
Henry Ellard/Flipper Anderson, Rams 
Haywood Jeffires/Drew Hill, Hou 
Herman Moore/Brett Perriman, Det 
Jimmy Smith/Keenan McCardell, Jax 


Shortest Average Length 


n the surface, Steve Young’s passing statis- 

CO: may not seem to make sense. Try to 
explain the following information. 

In 1997, for the fifth time in the past 

‘seven seasons, Young led the NFL in 

passing yards per attempt (chart 

below). Looking at Young's aver- 

age, you may get the impres- 

sion that he is the second 

coming of Daryle “The Mad 

Bomber” Lamonica. Nothing 

could be further from the 

truth. In fact, no quarterback 

averaged a shorter length of 

throw than Young last sea- 


Yas HUEY = of Throw From the Line 


son, fewer than seven and a 
half yards from the line of | S2¥eF___ 
scrimmage (chart at right). 
So how did Young lead the 
league in yards per attempt? 
It was nothing magical, real- 
ly. For one thing, he complet- 
ed nearly 68 percent of his 
passes, easily the highest rate 
in the NFL. Therefore, a great majority of his throws 


NFL Average 


actually picked up yards. And for another, the 49ers oy 


led the league in yards after the catch per 
reception. Young thus proved that you 
don’t have to throw deep in order to 

pick up big yardage. 


Steve Young, SF 
Erik Kramer, Chi 
Bobby Hoying, Phi 
Jim Harbaugh, 
Danny Kanell, NYG 


Ind 


S 


of Scrimmage, 1997 


Length 
7.46 


LEFT PAGE: LEFT: ROSS F. DETTMAN, RIGHT: BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN; THIS PAGE: FRANK LANGELLO/SPORTFOLIO; ILLUSTRATIONS BY ED MURAWINSKI 


Who are the best 
fourth-quarter 
runners? 


ampa Bay running back Warrick Dunn (above) stands 
all of 5-8 and weighs 180 pounds. He does not fit the 
image of the big, bruising back who wears down 
opposing defenses while he himself gets stronger as the 
game goes along. Yet Dunn was arguably the most effec- 
tive fourth-quarter back in football last season. On 38 fourth- 
quarter carries, Dunn averaged over seven yards per rush. 


After 45 minutes of action, it appears defenses would 
rather not have to chase a scatback like Dunn. He and oth- 
ers on the list above, such as Kaufman, Sanders, and Bar- 
ber, are more jitterbug than plowhorse. Their running styles 
may become more effective as opposing defenders become 
more exhausted. Interestingly, Dunn’s primary running mate, 
Mike Alstott, averaged only 3.02 yards on 52 fourth-quar- 
ter carries. But perhaps it was Alstott’s crushing style that 
helped soften the defenses for Dunn in the first place. 
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he Kansas City Chiefs were 
one of the surprises of the 
1997 regular season. Though 
it would have been foolhardy to 
predict the demise of a Marty Schot- 
tenheimer-led club, few gave the 
Chiefs more than an outside shot of 
making the playoffs, much less of 
bumping the Broncos from the top 
spot in the AFC West. But the Chiefs 
drowned their doubters in a sea of 
Arrowhead red, thanks in part to their ability to pull out the nail- 
biters last year. K.C. was 4-1 in games decided by three points 
or less in '97, including a 13-10 vic- 
tory over the Steelers and a 24-22 
victory over Denver. In fact, in _ 
regular-season play over the “8 
past three years, the 7 
Chiefs have been nearly _ 
perfect in close battles ae 
(see chart above). 
Not surprisingly, 
the Chiefs are 4-0 in over- 
time during that span. 
They have not lost 
anOTaffairsince 
a 20-17 defeat 
to the Broncos 
on December 4, {a 
1994. The Steel- 
ers have also 
shown plenty 
of heart in 
close games over 
the past three sea- \ 
sons, as have the Eagles, 
who have played in more 
tight contests since 1995 than 
every team other than the 
Falcons (8-7), Dolphins 
(8-8), and Colts (8-10). 
On the other end of the 
success spectrum are the 3-9-1 
Ravens, the 2-8-1 Giants, the 
2-9-1 Redskins, and the 2-10 
Oakland Raiders, who have 
tried changing everything from 


scenery to coaches to quarter- « 


backs over the past three N 
years...all to 
little avail. 


=A Rauinse Y- 


W 


Where today’s 


players stand 
among the NFL’s 
all-time greats. 


Don Cockroft 1,080 | Jim Kelly 237. | Joe Montana 40,551 
TEARVRICE Garo Yepremian 1,074 | George Blanda 236 | Johnny Unitas 40,289 
MARCUS ALLEN ae Bruce Gossett 1,031 | John Brodie 214 | DAVEKRIEG 37,948 
dieeown 128 JERRY RICE 1,000 | Terry Bradshaw 212 | BOOMERESIASON 37,920 
Walter Payton 125 Sam Baker 977 | YA Tittle 212 | Jim Kelly 35,467 
EMMITT SMITH 19 PETESTOYANOVICH © 972 | Jim Hart 209 | JIM EVERETT 34,837 
John Riggins Hie Rafael Septien 960 | JIM EVERETT 203 | Jim Hart 34,665 
i Lou Michaels 955 | Roman Gabriel 201 | Steve DeBerg 33,872 
enny Moore 113 
Don Hutson 105 Fuad Reveiz 931 Phil Simms 199 John Hadl 33,503 lz 
Chip Lohmiller 913 Ken Anderson 197 Phil Simms 33,462 a 
BARRY SANDERS 105 ‘ f 
JEFF JEAGER 905 Joe Ferguson 196 Ken Anderson 32,838 & 
Seve Faroe 101 Roy Gerela 903 | Bobby Layne 196 | y : 
Franco Harris 100 jonny Jurgensen 32,224 5 
Eric Dickerson 96 John Brodie 31,548 4 
Jim Taylor 93 Norm Snead 30,797 8 
Tony Dorsett 1 MORTEN Joe Ferguson 29,817 9G 
Bobby Mitchell 91 ANDERSEN Roman Gabriel 2oaaa He 
Leroy Kelly 90 VINNY TESTAVERDE 29,223 J 8 
Charley Taylor 90 Len Dawson 28711 Be 
CRIS CARTER 89 | George Blanda 2,002 STEVE YOUNG 28,508 > 
Don Maynard 8g | Nick Lowery 1711 YA.Tittle 28,339 fe 
Lance Alworth 87 Jan Stenerud 1,699 Ron Jaworski 28,190 fz 
Ottis Anderson 86 | GARY ANDERSON 1,683 Terry Bradshaw 27,989 98 
Paul Warfield 86 | MORTENANDERSEN 1,641 Ken Stabler 27,938 4 
Mark Clayton 85 | NORMJOHNSON 1,558 Craig Morton 27,908 3 
Tommy McDonald 85 | EDDIE MURRAY 1,532 Joe Namath 27,663 
HERSCHEL WALKER -84_| Pat Leahy 1,470 George Blanda 26,920 fz 
THURMAN THOMAS, 83 | Jim Tumer 1,439 Steve Grogan 26,886 2 
Pete Johnson 82 | Matt Bahr 1,422 Bobby Layne 26,768 IY 
Art Powell 82 | Mark Moseley 1,382 TROY AIKMAM 26,016 IE 
ANDRE REED 81 | Jim Bakken 1,380 Joe Theismann 25,206 J = 
James Brooks 79 | Fred Cox 1,365 Ken O'Brien 25,004 ff & 
Harold Carmichael 79 | Lou Groza 1,349 Bob Griese 25,092 9S 
IRVING FRYAR 79 | Jim Breech 1,246 Tommy Kramer 24,776 J. 3 
Frank Gifford 78 | ALDELGRECO 1,224 Bart Starr 24,718 
Fred Biletnikotf 77 | Chris Bahr 1,213 Charley Johnson 24,410 2 
Steve Van Buren 77 | KEVIN BUTLER 1,208 Steve Bartowski 24,124 IS 
Harold Jackson 76 | Gino Cappelletti 1,130 | Bobby Walston 881 | Norm Snead 196 | Archie Manning 23,911 WS 
James Lofton 76 | RayWersching 1,122. | GREG DAVIS 880 | Ken Stabler 194 
Tony Zendejas 874 | Steve DeBerg 193 
MARCUS ALLEN 872 | SYEVEYOUNG 193 
Tony Franklin 872 | Bob Griese 192 
Pete Gogolak 863 | Sammy Baugh 187 
Craig Morton 183 
TOUCHDOWN BRETT FAVRE 182 
PASSES Steve Grogan 182 
DAN MARINO 385 | Babe Parilli 178 
Fran Tarkenton 342 | Ron Jaworski 179 
Johnny Unitas 290 | VINNYTESTAVERDE 175 
WARREN MOON 279 | Otto Graham 174 
JOHN ELWAY 278 
Joe Montana 273 
DAVE KRIEG 261 
Sonny Jurgensen 255 | DAN MARINO 
Dan Fouts 254 | JOHN ELWAY 
BOOMER ESIASON 247: |_ WARREN MOON 
John Hadl 244 | Fran Tarkenton 
JERRY RICE Len Dawson 239 | Dan Fouts WARREN MOON 
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PASS ‘Art Monk 12,721 | Jimmy Patton 52 
COMPLETIONS Charlie Joiner 12,146 | Mel Renfro 52 
DAN MARINO 4,453 Don Maynard 11,834 | Larry Wilson 52 
JOHN ELWAY 3,913 ANDRE REED 11,764 | Bobby Bryant 51 
WARREN MOON 3,827 IRVING FRYAR 11,427. | Donnie Shell 51 
Fran Tarkenton 3,686 Gary Clark 10,856 | Yale Lary 50 
Joe Montana 3,409 Stanley Morgan 10,716 | Don Burroughs 50 
Dan Fouts 3,297 MICHAEL IRVIN 10,680 | Deron Cherry 50 
DAVE KRIEG 3,093 Harold Jackson 10,372. | John Harris 50 
BOOMER ESIASON 2,969 Lance Alworth 10,266 | Ken Houston 49 
Jim Kelly 2874 Drew Hill 9,831 | EUGENEROBINSON 49 
Steve DeBerg 2,844 CRIS CARTER 9,436 | Jake Scott 49 
JIM EVERETT 2,841 Raymond Berry 9,275 
Johnny Unitas 2,830 ANTHONY MILLER 9,148 SACKS 
Ken Anderson 2,654 Charley Taylor 9,110 (since 1982) 
Jim Hart 2,593 Harold Carmichael 8,985 | REGGIE WHITE 176.5 
Phil Simms 2,576 Fred Biletnikoff 8,974 | BRUCE SMITH 154.0 
John Brodie 2,469 Mark Clayton 8,974 | RICHARD DENT 1375 
Sonny Jurgensen 2,433 KEVIN GREENE 133.0 
Joe Ferguson 2,369 Lawrence Taylor 132.5 
Roman Gabriel 2,366 Paul Krause 81 | Rickey Jackson 128.0 
soli Hen pees . Emlen Tunnell 79 | CHRISDOLEMAN 127.5 
BARRY SANDERS Dick Lane 68 | LESLIE O'NEAL 1225 
Freeman McNeil 8,074 | MICHAEL IRVIN 666 | Ken Riley 65 | Sean Jones 113.0 
James Brooks 7,962 | Ozzie Newsome 662 | Ronnie Lott 63 | Greg Townsend 109.5 
Mike Pruitt 7.378 | Charley Taylor g4g | Dave Brown 62 | CLYDESIMMONS — 109.0 
Leroy Kelly 7,274 | ANDRE RISON 41 | Dick LeBeau 62 | DERRICKTHOMAS 107.5 
George Rogers 7.176 | Drew Hill 634 | Emmitt Thomas 58. | Pat Swilling 105.5 
RODNEY HAMPTON 6,897 | _Don Maynard 633. | Mel Blount 57 | JIM JEFFCOAT 1025 
Curt Warmer 6,844 Raymond Berry 631 Bobby Boyd 7 Andre Tippett 100.0 
John Henry Johnson 6,803 | TIMBROWN 599 | Johnny Robinson 57 | Simon Fletcher 975 
Wilbert Montgomery 6,789 | ANTHONY MILLER 595 | Everson Walls 57 | WILLIAM FULLER 97.5 
CHRIS WARREN 6,706 | Sterling Sharpe 595 | Lem Bamey 56 | Jacob Green 975 
Chuck Muncie 6702 | Harold Carmichael 590 | PatFischer 56 | Charles Haley 975 
Mark van Eeghen 6,651 | Fred Biletnikoff 539 | Willie Brown 54 | Dexter Manley 97.5 
RICKY WATTERS 6,634 | MARCUS ALLEN 587 | Jack Butler 52. | Steve McMichael 95.0 
KEITH BYARS 584 | Bobby Dillon 52 | NEIL SMITH 95.0 
Bill Brooks so; | 
JERRY RICE 1,057 | Mark Clayton 582 
Art Monk 940 | RONNIE HARMON 581 
ANDRE REED 826 | Harold Jackson 579 
Steve Largent 819 | Emest Givins 571 
HENRY ELLARD 807 | Lionel Taylor 567 
James Lofton 764 | BRIAN BLADES 566 
nen CRIS CARTER 756 | Roger Craig 566 
JOHN ELWAY Charlie Joiner 750 | Wes Chandler 559 
IRVING FRYAR 736 | Roy Green 559 
Gary Clark 699 | Stanley Morgan 557 
YARDS Webster Slaughter 555 
Walter Payton 16,726 Eri¢ Martin 553 
BARRY SANDERS 13,778 MARK CARRIER 550 
Eric Dickerson 13,259 John L. Williams 545 
_]} Tony Dorsett 12,739 J.T. Smith 544 
Si) Jim Brown 12,312 Lance Alworth 542 
Zi] MARCUS ALLEN 12,243 Kellen Winslow 541 
S|) Franco Harris 12,120 John Stallworth 537 
2]) THURMAN THOMAS 11,405 Haywood Jeffires 535 
22]) John Riggins 11,352 HERMAN MOORE 528 
380) 0d. Simpson 11,236 BRETT PERRIMAN 525 
Zul) EMMITTSMITH = 11,234 ROB MOORE 524 
2 Gif itis Anderson 10,273 Bobby Mitchell 521 
52{) Earl Campbell 9,407 AlToon 517 
384) Jim Taylor 8,597 
S2]) EARNESTBYNER 8,260 YARDS 
Sf] HERSCHELWALKER 8,225 JERRY RICE 16,455 
8 S| Roger Craig 8,189 James Lofton 14,004 
229) Gerald Riggs 8,188 HENRY ELLARD 13,662 
Sal) Larry Csonka 8,081 ANDRE REED Steve Largent 43,089 REGGIE WHITE 
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We pick 
the best in 
the NFL 
by Les Kovach 


i 


Want to know who will be the statistical leaders in 1998? Check out our 
cheat-sheet projections. We've ranked the NFL's top producers based 
on projected scoring, rushing, and receiving totals. Then we broke them 
down into tiers, noting where a significant drop-off in talent occurs. 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: AL MESSERSCHMIDT, JOE ROBBINS, AL MESSERSCHMIDT (2), SCOTT O'ERRICO/SPORTS PHOTO MARKETING 


Player Team Bye Week 
1 Brett Favre GB 6 Three-time MVP will throw for over 30 touchdowns for the fifth straight season. 
2 Steve Young SF 3 When healthy, he’s the best QB in the league, and he has his favorite target back. 
3 Drew Bledsoe NE 4 Has thrown for 55 TDs and almost 8,000 yards over the last two seasons. 
4 Jeff George Oak 1: Looks like he’s found a home. With a year in the system, his numbers may even improve. 
5 John Elway Den rg Strong running game has opened the passing attack, and his throwing arm is free of pain. 
6 Kordell Stewart Pit 5 Passing game took some hits in the off-season, but he’s so dangerous running the ball. 
7 Mark Brunell Jac 5 Is fully recovered from last year's knee injury and has regained his mobility. 
8 Brad Johnson Min 6 Was on pace for the Pro Bowl before injury. Has the best receiving corps in the league. 
9 Steve McNair Ten 5 Will have an improved passing attack to complement the NFL’s third-best ground game. 
10 Warren Moon Sea 7 Threw for 250 yards in nine straight games. Set team records for yards and completions. 
11 Jake Plummer Ari 8 Had 15 TDs in nine starts. Team is improving and he has two legitimate deep threats. 
12 Troy Aikman Dal 8 Will again throw the ball more—now out of the shotgun. Should see better protection. 
13 Chris Chandler Atl 3 The No. 1 QB in the red zone: 13 TDs, 0 INTs. Must stay healthy for 16 games. 
14 Scott Mitchell Det 6 Has two of the most lethal offensive weapons in the game at his disposal. 
15 Dan Marino Mia 4 Has lost a step and emphasis is on running the ball, but will still throw for 3,000 yards. 
16 Jeff Blake Cin 5 
17 Jim Harbaugh Bal 5 
18 Elvis Grbac KC 7 
19 Rob Johnson Buf 4 
20 Tony Banks StL 1a} 
21 Trent Dilfer 1B 6 
22 Bobby Hoying Phi 8 
23. Gus Frerotte Was 8 
24 Glenn Foley NYJ 4 
25 Erik Kramer Chi 9 
26 Peyton Manning* Ind 8 
27 Kerry Collins Car 3 
28 Danny Kanell NYG 8 
29 Rich Gannon KC 7 
30 Neil O'Donnell NYJ 4 
31° ‘Ryan Leaf* sD 7 
32 Vinny Testaverde FA 
33. Ty Detmer SF 3 
34 Randall Cunningham = Min 6 
35 Billy Joe Hobert NO 3 
36 Craig Erickson Mia 4 
37 Steve Beuerlein Car 3 
38 Mark Rypien Atl 3 
39 Steve Bono StL 5 
40 Kent Graham NYG 8 
41 Frank Reich Det 6 
42. Craig Whelihan sD 7 
43 Bubby Brister Den 7 
44 Dave Krieg Ten 5 
45 Rodney Peete Phi 8 
* Rookie FA= Free Agent 
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Running Backs 


Player Team Bye Week 
Barry Sanders Det 
Terrell Davis Den 
Dorsey Levens GB 
Jerome Bettis Pit 
Curtis Martin NYJ 
Eddie George Ten 
Ricky Watters Sea 
Garrison Hearst SF 
Robert Smith Min 
Corey Dillon Cin 
Antowain Smith Buf 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar — Mia 
Natrone Means SD 
Emmitt Smith Dal 
Terry Allen Was 
Marshall Faulk Ind 
Jamal Anderson Atl 
Napoleon Kaufman Oak. 
Warrick Dunn 1B 
Errict Rhett Bal 
Adrian Murrell Ari 
Mike Alstott 

Charlie Garner 

Curtis Enis* 

Donnell Bennett 

Gary Brown 

Lamar Smith 

Fred Taylor* 

Jerald Moore 

Fred Lane 

Robert Edwards* 

Chris Warren 

Edgar Bennett 

Amp Lee 

Tiki Barber 

James Stewart 

Raymont Harris 

Charles Way 

Byron Hanspard 

Larry Centers 

Ki-Jana Carter 

Thurman Thomas 

Kimble Anders 

Robert Holcombe* 

William Floyd 

Leroy Hoard 

Stephen Davis 

Jay Graham 

Terry Kirby 

John Avery* 

Steve Broussard 

Sedrick Shaw 

Rodney Thomas 

Mario Bates 

Anthony Johnson 

LeShon Johnson 

Leon Johnson 

Ray Zellars 

Lawrence Phillips 

Tim Biakabutuka 


The best runner in the game will make a run at 2,000 yards again. 

The key to Denver's attack. Rushed for 3,288 yards and 28 TDs over last two seasons. 

Big slasher is focus of dangerous offense. Versatile: gains short yards and has good hands. 
Wears down defenses with punishing style. Is good for 350-plus carries in run-first offense. 
Healthy and reunited with Bill Parcells, he will regain dominant form as Jets workhorse. 
An improving passing game will keep defenses from crowding the line. Has size and moves. 
Becomes first option at goal line. Will improve receiving numbers in pass-oriented offense. 
Finally has career going. Is the back the 49ers have been looking for since Watters left. 
Again showed he can be among league leaders, but he can’t stay healthy for 16 games. 
Late-season explosion proved he’s for real. Combines size, strength, and speed. 

Had 840 yards and 8 TDs splitting time with Thurman Thomas. Bills committed to the run. 
Not the most talented, but he finds the end zone. Has an improved offensive line. 

Will gain 1,000 yards for first time since 1994 behind completely rebuilt offensive line. 
New coach. New offense. New life. But he will never be the force he once was. 

Great short-yardage/goal-line runner when healthy. Offensive line has some questions. 
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Player 
1_Herman Moore 

2 Cris Carter 

3. Jerry Rice 

4 Antonio Freeman 
5 Rob Moore 

6 Joey Galloway 

7 Rod Smith 

8 Tim Brown 

9 Yancey Thigpen 
10 Michael Irvin 

11. Isaac Bruce 

12 Jake Reed 

13 Andre Rison 

14 Robert Brooks 
15 Carl Pickens 

16 Irving Fryar 

17 Derrick Alexander 
18 James Jett 

19 Jimmy Smith 

20 Keyshawn Johnson 
21 Keenan McCardell 
22 Johnnie Morton 
23 Marvin Harrison 
24 Bert Emanuel 
25 Frank Sanders 
26 Tony Martin 

27 Jermaine Lewis 
28 Terance Mathis 
29 Michael Jackson 
30 Curtis Conway 
31 OJ. McDuffie 

32 Terrell Owens 
33 Andre Reed 

34 Darnay Scott 

35 Terry Glenn 

36 Charles Johnson 
37 Rae Carruth 

38 Eddie Kennison 
39 Randy Moss* 

40 Ike Hilliard 

41 Ed McCaffrey 
42 Sean Dawkins 
43 Wayne Chrebet 
44 Mike Pritchard 
45 Quinn Early 

46 Shawn Jefferson 
47 Chris Calloway 
48 Michael Westbrook 
49 Reidel Anthony 
50 Eric Metcalf 

51 Aaron Bailey 

52 Will Blackwell 

53 Muhsin Muhammad 
54 Chris Sanders 
55 Leslie Shepherd 
56 Germane Crowell* 
57 J.J. Stokes 

58 Marcus Nash* 
59 Ricky Proehl 

60 Kevin Dyson* 


* Rookie 


Team Bye Week 


Det 
Min 


Car 
Ten 
Was 
Det 
SF 
Den 
StL 
Ten 


AAWVWHAOHOAWTAODMHODRARIRWIMAHWHATAWROTDHNYRBHROMBHETDINOAHIS THON To Rwam 


Only second receiver in history to catch 100-plus passes in three consecutive seasons. 
Owns the red zone thanks to best hands in the NFL. Has four straight 1,000-yard seasons. 
Best receiver of all time should be fully recovered from last season’s knee injury. 

Has emerged as Favre's favorite target. Makes things happen in the red zone. 

Most underrated receiver in the game. Had eight 100-yard games and led NFL with 1,584 yards. 
Speed stretches defenses. Continues to improve and air attack blossomed behind Moon, 
Combines speed and size to give Elway a consistent deep threat. Had six 100-yard games. 
Perennial Pro Bowl player will approach 100 catches and 1,400 yards again in '98. 

Gives McNair a Pro Bow! threat at WR. Becomes immediate focus of passing game. 

Was only bright spot on offense. Still has physical talents to make big plays. 

Hamstring injury cost him nearly half of ’97. Still finished with 56 catches, 815 yards, and 5 TDs.: 
Best No. 2 receiver in football. Has four straight 1,000-yard seasons, averaging nearly 7 TDs. 
Has always had the talent. Now has a complement at other WR spot to relieve double-teams. 
Led the Packers with a 16.8-yard average per catch, first among NFC’s leading receivers. 
Big disappointment last year, but should regain Pro Bow! form in revitalized offense. 


Player Team Bye Week 
Ben Coates NE 
Shannon Sharpe Den 
Wesley Walls Car 
Rickey Dudley Oak 
Mark Chmura GB 
Eric Green Bal 
Tony McGee Cin 
Troy Drayton Mia 
Mark Bruener Pit 
Tony Gonzalez KC 
Frank Wycheck Ten 
Jamie Asher Was 
Ken Dilger Ind 
Pete Mitchell Jac 
Andrew Glover Min 
Freddie Jones SD 
Ernie Conwell StL 
Ryan Wetnight Chi 
David LaFleur Dal 
Greg Clark SF 


#2 SHANNON SHARPE 


vam 


—< 
#13 ANDRE RISON] #7 ROD SMITH 
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1 Mike Hollis 


& Jason Elam 


15 Doug Brien NO 3 
16 Matt Stover Bal 5 
17 Olindo Mare Mia 4 
18 John Kasay Car 3 
19 Chris Boniol Phi 8 
20 John Becksvoort SF 3 


Team Bye Week 
Kansas City Chiefs 7 
San Francisco 49ers 3 
Pittsburgh Steelers 5) 
Denver Broncos it 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 6 
New York Giants 8 
Green Bay Packers 6 
Dallas Cowboys 8 
New Orleans Saints 3 
Arizona Cardinals 8 
New England Patriots 4 
Minnesota Vikings 6 
Jacksonville Jaguars 5 
Washington Redskins 8 
Tennessee Oilers 5 
Baltimore Ravens 5 
Philadelphia Eagles 8 
St. Louis Rams. ci 
Buffalo Bills 4 
San Diego Chargers 7 
New York Jets 4 
Atlanta Falcons 3 
Carolina Panthers 3 
Seattle Seahawks i 
Detroit Lions 6 
Miami Dolphins 4 
Indianapolis Colts 8 
Cincinnati Bengals 5 
Chicago Bears 9 
Oakland Raiders i 


Player Team ByeWeek 
1 Barry Sanders Det 
2 Terrell Davis Den 
3 Brett Favre GB 
4 Dorsey Levens GB 
5 Jerome Bettis Pit 
6 Steve Young SF 
7 Curtis Martin NYJ 
8 Eddie George Ten 
9 Herman Moore Det 
10 Ricky Watters Sea 
11 Drew Bledsoe NE 


12 Cris Carter Min 
13 Jeff George Oak 
14 John Elway Den 
15 Jerry Rice SF 


16 Antonio Freeman GB 
17 Kordell Stewart Pit 
18 Garrison Hearst SF 


19 Mark Brunell Jac 
20 Robert Smith Min 
21 Rob Moore Ari 
22 Corey Dillon Cin 


23 Antowain Smith Buf 
24 Brad Johnson Min 
25 Karim Abdul-Jabbar Mia 
26 Joey Galloway Sea 
27 NatroneMeans SD 


28 Rod Smith Den 
29 Tim Brown Oak 
30 Emmitt Smith Dal 
31. Terry Allen Was 


32 Marshall Faulk Ind 
33. Steve McNair Ten 
34 Warren Moon Sea 
35 Yancey Thigpen Ten 
36 Michael Irvin Dal 
37 Jake Plummer Ari 
38 Jamal Anderson Atl 
39 Napoleon Kaufman Oak 
40. Warrick Dunn 1B 


41 \saac Bruce StL 
42 Jake Reed Min 
43 Andre Rison KC 
44 Troy Aikman Dal 
45 Robert Brooks GB 
46 Errict Rhett Bal 
47 Adrian Murrell Ari 
48 Chris Chandler Atl 
49 Ben Coates NE 
50 Shannon Sharpe Den 
51. Carl Pickens Cin 
52. Scott Mitchell Det 
53 Dan Marino Mia 
54 Jeff Blake Cin 
55 Wesley Walls Car 
56 Mike Alstott 1B 


57 Charlie Garner Phi 
58 Derrick Alexander KC 


NON ODWARAMNURWOAMOIUMAMDUWOHMUNSSOIYINUADARTDOAMDHNRHYINMRANMHDRYTABDRIA 


59 Curtis Enis* Chi 
60 James Jett Oak 
* Rookie 
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~ Den Maynard 


hen the New York Jets 
beat the Baltimore Colts 
in Super Bowl III, the 
overriding feeling was 
that the AFL had finally 
beaten the NFL. That was 
the bottom line. 

The rivalry was even keener for us 
players who were ex-NFLers. We could 
stand as proud and as tall as anyone. We 
had grown tired of being told we were a 
second-rate league, with players who 
weren't good enough for the NFL, and 
we finally proved that we could play 
with anyone—and win. 

I was a wide receiver for the Jets. I 
was 32 years old and in my 11th year of 
pro football. I was regarded as a bit of a 


Don Maynard lives in El Paso, TX, where he 
owns a financial consulting firm. Jim O'Brien 
is a sports author in his hometown of Pitts- 
burgh who has written four books about the 
Steelers, including Keep the Faith and Dare 
to Dream. 
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The Jets’ victory over the Colts in 


Super Bowl III was 
the most stunning upset in NFL history. 


BY DON MAYNARD 
AS TOLD TO JIM O'BRIEN 


character, a flake, a Texas cowboy who 
was out of place in New York. I did not 
smoke or drink—I’ve never tasted alco- 
hol—and I was the Jets’ “designated dri- 
ver” before the phrase became popular. 


ONE FOR THE UNDERDOGS 
t's hard to believe that 30 years have 
| passed since that sensational ‘68 sea- 
son. I can still picture the scene and 
feel the satisfaction as if it were yester- 
day. The game was played on January 12, 
1969 in Miami, but I have replayed it in 
my head so many times since then. The 
images are vivid. We were the underdogs, 
and we did something, that pumped up 
underdogs all over the world. 

felt pretty good during the warmup 
before Super Bowl III. I was nursing a 
sore hamstring, but I knew Id be all right. 
Iwas cranked up. When they played the 
Star-Spangled Banner, nobody in the sta- 
dium sang it any louder than I did. I still 
get goose bumps whenever I hear the 
national anthem. 

I was double-covered by the Colts the 
entire game and didn’t catch a pass that 
counted, but I felt had one of my great- 
est days. You see, I learned as a rookie 
with the New York Giants back in 1958, 
playing with Frank Gifford and Kyle 
Rote, that you're not supposed to catch 
passes all the time. I was to “entertain” 
guys, to distract or occupy the defense, 
which I did. 

That created openings underneath 
for our other receiver, George Sauer; for 
our tight end, Pete Lammons; and for 
backs Matt Snell, Emerson Boozer, and 
Bill Mathis. Sauer caught eight passes [for 
133 yards] that day. Our offensive line 
gave Joe Namath lots of time to throw, 
and he took advantage [17-for-28 for 206 


yards], And Snell had a big day [121 rush- 
ing yards and the Jets’ only touchdownl. 


DEEP THREAT 
fter the first play we ran, I realized 
A could dictate the Colts’ defense, 
make them play the zone. As we 
came out of the huddie, Joe could see the 
safety cheating; it was the only way he 


could stay with me. 
On the third series, Joe checked off 


the offensive set to go tome. I beat the © 
short man and the long man and Joe ® 
overthrew me deep by about an inch. 
I've seen the replays since; it was so close. 
The Colts didn’t know if was physical-—& 
ly OK. or not after that. In the third quar- = 
ter, I beat the coverage deep again and & 
caught the ball just out of the end zone 
by a few inches. The referee was right 2 
there to call it. But it scared the Colts just i 
the same, and they were worried about 4 


Joe going deep to me again. 


Joe Naniath ® 


Zz 
3 
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We had them off balance all day. We 
beat them 16-7 in one of the most historic 
football games ever played. Our defense 
was great. Johnny Unitas gave way to 
Earl Morrall, but nobody was going to 
beat us that day. 

And we weren’t supposed to have a 
chance. Tex Maule had written us off in 
Sports Illustrated. Jimmy “the Greek” Sny- 
der, the oddsmaker, had established the 
Colts as 17-point favorites. The point 
spread got as high as 18 and 19 points. It 
was an insult to us and the AFL. Of all 
the experts, only Beano Cook [in The 
Football News] gave us a chance to win 
because he was such a big fan of Joe’s. 


NAMATH'S GUARANTEE 

e had a confident club. Weeb 
W Ewbank, our coach, liked to keep 

things low-key and didn’t get 
caught up inall the pregame hoopla. Joe 
took care of that. He “guaranteed” a vic- 
tory when he was at a banquet the Thurs- 
day before the game, after he got upset 
witha guy razzing him from the back of 
the room. Weeb wasn’t happy about Joe 
doing that, but the rest of us didn’t mind. 
Whatever Joe said always made print, 
and we didn’t think too much about it. 
We just thought we'd go out and back it 
up. We didn’t care about the odds. 

We had been watching films of the 
Colts during the week before the Super 
Bowl, and Lammons told Weeb, “If you 
keep showing us this film we're going to 
get overconfident.” Our defense felt the 
same way. They said they were going to 
intercept about five passes. 

The Colts were so heavily favored 
because they were 15-1 coming into the 
game and had beaten a good Cleveland 
team 34-0 for the NFL title. They were 
going to take the kids from New York to 
the cleaners. We had beaten the Oakland 
Raiders in New York for the AFL title— 
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Emerson Boozer 


and they’d always been a tough oppo- 
nent for us—so we felt pretty good about 
our own team. 


SETTING THE STAGE 
e rallied to defeat the Raiders, 
Wz: Oakland was leading 
23-20 when Joe threw a 10-yard 
pass to Sauer, then a 52-yard pass to me, 
and then a six-yard pass to me for the 
game-winning touchdown. 

On that long one, I had come into the 
huddle and told Joe, “I got a long one 
when you need it.” Joe told the guys, 
“We're gonna go for it. Let's get one.” Joe 
was a good listener, and he welcomed 
input from the rest of us. 


f 
Weeb Ewbank 


The Raiders changed their defense as 
we came out of the huddle and I went 
from being the No. 1 receiver to the No. 4 
receiver when Joe checked off. He came 
back to me because everyone else was 
covered, and I had to dive to make the 
catch. That play proved an old point: You 
run your route all the way, whether you're 
the primary or secondary receiver. 

With the Jets in 1968, we had a great 


The Colts were 


going to take 


the New York kids 


to the cleaners. 


running attack, and with Joe and our 
receivers we could score from anywhere 
in the country. We had a good offensive 
line, a solid defense, and great guys on 
special teams. Jim Turner missed the 
first field goal he tried in the Super 
Bowl, but he came back to kick three 
field goals later on. 


BIG-GAME EXPERIENCE 

had been in some big games before. 
| As a rookie with the Giants, I got to 

play in that overtime game in 1958 
[December 28] against the Colts for the 
NFL championship. Alan Ameche scored 
the game-winning touchdown for Balti- 
more. It was billed as the greatest game 
in the history of football. 

I was a good football player, a stu- 
dent of the game, and I was real proud 
of that. There were a lot of guys like that 
on the Jets. Joe Namath and the receivers 
had one busted play in eight years. We 
knew what we were doing, and we 
threw most of our passes on timed pat- 
terns. I'd get up to the line of scrimmage 
and take off, counting to myself, “One 
thousand...two thousand, like that, 
and—BAM!—the ball would be there. 

The quarterbacks today all throw too 
late. And they throw three-yard passes 
on third-and-10. Joe never did that. He 
always threw long enough to get the first 
down. When we were behind, he threw 
the ball into the end zone. And I didn’t 
drop passes. We took advantage of oth- 
er team’s weaknes: 


S. 


AFL PRIDE 
still have my Super Bow] ring. It has 
| the AFL insignia on it, and I'm proud 
of that. We should never forget where 
we came from. 

My wheels are fine. I exercise regu- 
larly and I play in about 25 to 30 charity- 
related golf outings a year. It’s a chance 
to see some of the fellows, and I love it. 
We still talk about Super Bowl III. Hey, 
the Jets haven’t won any kind of cham- 
pionship since then. 

After the game, I remember NFL 
commissioner Pete Rozelle came into our 
clubhouse, and I hollered at him, “Hey, 
Pete, welcome to the AFL.” a 
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Mark Brunell: Miracle Man 


by Pete Prisco 


The two teammates looked across the 
way at their opponent. Jacksonville 
Jaguars quarterback Mark Brunell 


and his good buddy, tackle Tony Boselli, 
eyed the opposition, staring it down with 
steely eyes, 

This opponent, after all, would be like 
no other. This one would be the toughest 
and most unusual they had ever faced. 

For certain, they’d never faced one 
this big or this fast. This opponent 
weighed 600 pounds and would leave 
Deion Sanders in his dust in a 40-yard 
dash. 

“Not a lot of people know about 
them,” said Brunell. “They're real spooky.” 

Not spooky enough to keep the two 
avid hunters from staring down that 
opponent, or soon to be prey, in the brush 
of South Texas. Hunting 600-pound 
antelopes can be quite a sport. 

It was there in the thick brush of South 
Texas that Brunell and Boselli found them- 
selves eye-to-eye with one of those 
antelopes last spring. As they crawled 
through the sand and brush, you would 
never have guessed that one was a bud- 
ding superstar quarterback while the oth- 
er was the best left tackle in the game. 

“Tt was a lot of fun,” said Boselli. 

“We were crawling through sand and 
thicket and bugs just to get the thing.” 

Boselli got the thing. 

Brunell enjoyed it almost as much. 

“That was the most fun I had hunt- 
ing,” said Brunell. “That antelope is hard 
to hunt. We had to crawl on our bellies for 
50 yards just to sneak up on the thing. 
When we got 100 yards away from it, 
Tony shot. You could tell he hit it. It ran 
off for about 300 or 400 yards and it just 
fell. Tony and Ijust jumped and screamed. 
It was the first time he had done some- 
thing like that. The enjoyment I had see- 
ing his excitement made my day.” 

Boselli stuffed the antelope and had 
it hanging in his home just outside Jack- 
sonville for a while before taking it down. 

That hunting trophy still puts him 
two below Brunell’s stuffed conquests— 


which Brunnell says he proudly displays 
in the den of his home, which happens to 
be in Boselli’s neighborhood. 

“Thave a bear, an antelope, and a deer 
in my den,” said Brunell. 

This past spring he and Boselli 
planned to go big-bear hunting in Mon- 
tana. Just two friends on horseback with a 


Brunell’s dream season 
turned into 
potential nightmare 


guide to lead them into the great outdoors. 

“It’s a great time to be with your bud- 
dies,” said Brunell of his hunting exploits. 
“You're away from everything. It gives 
you a great chance to think, Then when 
something comes along, you get an 
incredible rush. Your heart beats and you 
get a little nervous.” 
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Mark Brunell does not get nervous 
on the football field. Which may help 
explain how he has become one of the 
NFL's best quarterbacks. 

Three years ago, you'd be hard 
pressed to find someone who knew or rec- 
ognized Mark Brunell. 

This year, while on vacation with 
Boselli and their wives in St. Croix, Brunell 
was recognized by a local. 

“You're Mark Brunell, the quarterback 
of the Jaguars,” he was told. 

“Don’t tell anyone,” joked Brunell. 

Brunell was acquired by the Jaguars 
from the Green Bay Packers in 1995 for a 
third- and a fifth-round pick two days 
before the NFL draft that April. Jaguars 
coach Tom Coughlin felt Brunell would 


to himself. He enjoys spending time with 
his family and has a strong religious faith 
that keeps him going. Last August, he 
needed it more than ever. 

After signing a new contract with the 
Jaguars—one that would make him 
among the highest-paid players in the 
league—Brunell’s dream season turned 
into a potential nightmare. In the Jaguars’ 
second preseason game, he was hit by 
New York Giants linebacker Jesse Arm- 
stead, his right knee bending at an angle 
not meant for knees to bend. 

At the time of the injury, it appeared 
to be serious, Doctors feared a torn ante- 
rior cruciate ligament in his right knee. 

The city of Jacksonville mourned, 
News stations cut in for live press confer- 


“T have a bear, an antelope, and a 
deer in my den,” said Brunell. 


be the team’s quarterback of the future, a 
player he could build his team around, 

“He was the quarterback we identi- 
fied as the player we felt could best help 
us grow into a Super Bowl contender,” 
said Coughlin, 

After splitting time with Steve Beuer- 
lein in Jacksonville, Brunell became the 
starter midway through that first season 
and has held the starter’s role since. 

In 1996, he went from a little-known 
player to full-grown star when he led the 
Jaguars to their improbable run to the AFC 
championship game, where they fell short 
of the Super Bowl. Brunell would follow 
that season by winning MVP honors in his 
first Pro Bowl. 

A deeply religious man, Brunell had 
become the signature player on a team 
loaded with potential. You can see his 
No. 8 jersey on kids all over Jacksonville, 

He is revered in the community, yet 
he isa private person who draws a distinct 
line between family and football. 

Brunell shields his wife, Stacy, and 
their two children from the trappings of 
his success. 

“You have to accept it, I guess,” he 
said of the fans’ interest. “I understand it. 
It’s part of the job. To be a quarterback in 
this league, you have to take everything 
that goes with it.” 

Mostly, though, Brunell likes to keep 
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ences about the knee. Newspapers dia- 
gramed the knee in detail, describing 
Brunell’s injury. 

Beloved No. 8 was thought to be lost. 

“T saw the MRI,” said Brunell at the 
time. “The ligament was torn.” 

Team doctors also told him it was torn. 
He said they told him to expect the worst— 
surgery that would end his 1997 season. 

Despite the gloom of the city, and the 
bad prognosis, Brunell knew otherwise. 

“T knew I blew it out because I had 
done it before,” said Brunell. “They told 
me I wasn’t going to play and I told them 
I believed them and I respect them, but I 
‘was going to play. When they opened me 
up and saw it wasn’t torn 1 knew God had 
healed my knee.” 

Five weeks later—after news of his 
arthroscopic procedure was broadcast live 
on some local stations—Brunell returned 
to the field for game action. T-shirts sur- 
faced around Jacksonville with his picture 
and the words “Miracle Man.” He went 
on to lead the AFC in passing and earn his 
second berth in the Pro Bowl. 

Brunell downplayed the reference to 
miracle man, but he didn’t downplay the 
role his faith had in getting him back on 
the field. He also doesn’t pass up an 
opportunity to let his religious beliefs be 
known, feeling the one reason he is play- 
ing football is that very reason. 


“During the season we have a bible 
study once a week,” said Brunell. 

“The most important thing in my life 
is my relationship with Jesus. I really 
believe that’s why I’m here and the reason 
I've been given the opportunity to play 
football, It’s not to have a good contract or 
be on TV. Or have my own radio show. It’s 
a platform that gives me a chance to share 
what's most important to me. That’s why 
Iam here. Football is my job and I do it 
right, but it’s also a platform for me to give 


a7 PENT ad. eas 
Mark Bronell,{right) with Tony Boselli 


back for what Jesus has done for me.” 
Despite his religious beliefs, Brunell 
remains a fierce competitor on the field, 
“Regardless of where your faith is, 
football is an aggressive sport,” he said. 
“It doesn’t mean you can’t be aggres- 
sive, can’t be competitive. When I get on 
the field, I get so competitive. Kicking the 
other guy’s butt is so important to me. 
That's my job. You don’t need to lose the 
intensity just because you are a Christian.” 
“He's one of the most competitive 
people on our team,” said Boselli. “It does 
not show all the time, but it tears him up 
inside when we lose, Winning is very 
important to him.” 
No matter where he is. On the foot- 
ball field, on the golf course, and espe- 
cially while hunting. eS 


Pete Prisco covers the Jacksonville Jaguars for 
the Florida Times-Union. 


Street & Smith’s Pro Football 


Those who don’t understand why you collect 
never truly tasted anticipation. 


We understand your passion. 


Build Your Own Dynasty & Play. 
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Choose to play by phone at 1-888-676-2248 or via the Internet at ss Simian 
LOOK AT THE GREAT ua PRIZES THE BEST OWNERS WILL EARN TE 


ah sh ish J Finish Finish Led wet anes 
ant 4th th 6-10 li By July 18th. $29.95 $24.95 
31,000] [ $500 By August 15th $39.95 $34.95 
CASH || CASH By September 5th $49.95 $44.95 
ae S100] [$50 | $25 
CASH || CASH || CASH || CASH 
LET THE BEST NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS EARN POINTS FOR YOUR TEAM! 


Teams in each league are sorted by each team’s total @Two point conversion points are awarded to the player 
points. The team with the highest point total will be first scoring the conversion. 


SCORING 
KICKING 


and the team with the lowest point total will be last. ‘@Teams will rece 05 points for each passing yard and - 3 Points Field Goal . + 3 Points 
‘To determine overall standings, all teams in MSNBC Sports 0.10 points for ceiving or rushing yard. + 1Point Extra Point ......1 Point 

Fantasy Football are sorted by each team's total points. All points accumulated by the players on the starting lineup, DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 
‘Points are accumulated weekly for all 22 starting players regardless of what position they play during the season, | Receiving TD ..... Points Shutout,....... 15 Points 


and defense/special teams. The week begins with games contribute to a team’s point totals. 10 Receiving Yds" ..1 Point 1-10 Pts Allowed . 10 Points 
played on Thursday and ends with games played on A player's points are added to your team’s point totals only | 2 pt. Conversion . . 2 Points | 11-20 Pts Allowed . 5 Points 
Monday. The game begins with Week 1. during the weeks that he is in your starting lineup. RUSHING Safely 6... 2 Points 
‘For each of your starting players whose NFL team wins Bench players’ points do not contribute to your team’s point | Rushing TD ......6Points Any Defensive or 
that week, you will get three points. If your starting totals for the weeks they are not in the starting lineup. | 10 Rushing Yds"* .. 1 Point Special Teams TD . 6 Points 
defense wins that week, you will get three points. ‘Points by a player before he was on your roster do not count. |2 pt. Conversion ....2Points TEAM VICTORY 
‘Defense points allowed is based on the final score of the Pre-season, play-off, and pro bowl points do not contribute | OTHER TD's BY PLAYER Each Player ..... 3 Points 
game versus the defense/special team selected. to your team’s point totals. Any other TD .....6 Points Del/Special Team . . 3 Points 
Yards {rom defense/special teams’ returns do not count. Such as KO Ri nt Return, 
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Sign up, get your team reports and make transactions weekly ried 


over the Internet at http://fantasyfootball.msnbc.com 
All value 


h passing yard 
h rushing or receiving yard 


of players & team: 


No PuaYER TM WAL NO PLAYER TH Yat | MO PLAYER TH WAL | WO PLAYER ™ AL 

\ CUMMING, RICHIE aL Er 101 FAVRE, BRETT NYG 3340 201 DAVIS, TERRELL DEN 6410 231 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 2830 261 GRAHAM, JAY BAL 1520 

2 ELAM, JASON DEN 102 ELWAY, JOHN KC 3260 202 SANDERS, BARRY DET 6040 232 STEWART, JAMEST JAC 2760 262 FLOYD, WILLIAM CAR 1510 
‘3 LONGWELL, RYAN GB ‘am 103 GEORGE, JEFF NYG 3140 203 DUNN, WARRICK TB 5740 233 KIRBY, TERRY SF 2650 +263 HOLMES, DARICK BUF 1500 
4 HALL, JOHN NYJ 2800 104 BRUNELL, MARK ‘ARZ 2940 204 ABOULUABBAR, KAREEM MIA 5700 234 HARRIS, RAYMONT CHI 2600 264 SALAAM, RASHAAN CHI 1480 
5 DELGRECO, AL ‘TEN 2780 105 MITCHELL, SCOTT KC 2600 205 MARTIN, CURTIS NYJ 5570 235 WAY, CHARLES NYG 2470 265 PEGRAM,ERRIC = NYG 1440 
6 JOHNSON, NORM = PIT 2740 105 BLEDSOE, DREW $0 2760 206 SMITH, EMMITT DAL 236 CENTERS, LARRY ARZ 2410 266 HOARD, LEROY © MIN. 1390 
7 MARE, OLINDO MIA 2730 107 TESTAVERDE, VINNY WAS 2670 207 SMITH, ANTOWAIN BUF 5180 237 VARDELL, TOMMY DET 2270 267 JONES, GEORGE PIT 1370 
8 BONIOL, CHRIS PHI 2690 108 STEWART, KORDELL NO 2380 208 WATTERS, RICKY SEA 5180 238 BATES, MARIO —ARZ 2100 268 HANSPARD, BYRON ATL 1360 
9 VINATIER!, ADAM — NE 2680 109 YOUNG, STEVE STL 2320 209 GEORGE, EDDIE TEN 4990 239 LEE, AMP STL 2090 269 BIENIEMY, ERIC CIN 1330 
10 KASAY, JOHN GAR 2650 110 BLAKE, JEFF SF 2320 210 BETTIS, JEROME PIT 4530 240 EMIS, CURTIS CHI 2000270 MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS 1330 
11 ANDERSON, GARY == MIN 2630 111 MOON, WARREN CHL 2100 211 ALLEN, TERRY WAS 4540 241 TAYLOR, FRED JAC 2000 271 MEGGETT, DAVID NE 1300 
12 HOLLIS, MIKE JAC 2620 112 MARINO, DAN TEN 2100 212 DORSEY GB 4350 242 EDWARDS, ROBERT NE 2000 272 BROUSSARD, STEVE SEA 1270 
13 BLANCHARD, CARY IND 2600 113 PLUMMER, JAKE SD 2070 213 BROWN, GARY SD 4290 243 AVERY, JOHN ‘MIA 2000 273 DAVIS, TROY NO 1150 
14 CARNEY, JOHN SD 2560 114 AIKMAN, TROY IND 2000 214 FAULK, MARSHALL IND 4150 244 WILLIAMS, HARVEY RAI 1960 274 MOORE, JERALO STL 1050 
IS CHRISTIE, STEVE BUF 2520 115 MCNAIR, STEVE SO 2000 215 DILLON, COREY CIN 4120 245 ANDERS, KIMBLE XC 1960 275 FLETCHER, TERRELL SD 1050 
‘16 PETERSON, TODD == SEA 2510 116 JOHNSON, BRAD PHL 1880 216 LANE, FRED CAR 4070 246 GARNER, CHARLIE PHI 1 
‘7 ANDERSEN, MORTON ATL 2510 117 FREROTTE, GUS NYJ 1660 217 PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE MIA 3880 247 RHETT, ERRICT © BAL 1780 aN 
18 HANSON, JASON DET 2490 118 BANKS, TONY DET 1600 218 KAUFMAN, NAPOLEON RAl 3870 248 BENNETT, EDGAR CHI 1770 
19 STOYANOVICH, PETE KC 2460 119 DILFER, TRENT uy CAR 1500 219 MORRIS, BAM WA 3860 249 BYNER, EARNEST BAL 1730 a 
20 STOVER, MATT BAL 2440 120 CHANDLER, CHRIS ATL 4210 146 TOMCZAK, MIKE PIT 1340 220 WARREN, CHRIS DAL 3600 250 HAMPTON, RODNEY NYG 1730 
21 WILKINS, JEFF ‘STL 2390 121 KRAMER, ERIK CHL 4120 147 WUERFFEL, DANNY NO 1310 221 MURRELL, ADRIAN ARZ 3410 251 JOHNSON, ANTHONY CAR 1700 
22 PELFREY, DOUG CIN. 2390 122 COLLINS, TODD «BUF 4110 148 SHULER, HEATH © NO 1150 222 CARTER, KIAMA CIN 3980 252 HILL, GREG WA 1670 
23 BLANTON, SCOTT © WAS 2330 123 HARBAUGH, JIM © BAL 3880 149 JOHNSON, ROB ‘BUF 1060 223 BARBER, TIKI NYG 3370 253 ZELLARS, RAY NO 1670 PLAYERS=2 
‘24 DALUISO, BRAD NYG 2140 124 O'DONNELL, NEIL NYJ 3660 150 REICH, FRANK DET 1000 224 ALSTOTT, MIKE TB. 
25 BRIEN, DOUG NO 2050 125 COLLINS, KERRY CAR 3650. 151 FRIESZ, JOHN SEA 1000 225 ANDERSON, JAMAL ATL 
26 DAVIS, GREG $0 2000 126 HOYING, BOBBY PHI 3620 152 LEWIS, JEFF ‘DEN 1000 226 MEANS, MATRONE SD 
27 HUSTED, MICHAEL TB 194 ; ‘221 WHEATLEY, TYRONE NYG 
‘28 JAEGER, JEFF CHI 1740 | THE PLAYER'S TEAM DESIGNATION IS BASED ON HiS TEAM AS OF May 13, 1998. | 276 SMITH, ROBERT MIN 3030 
29 FORD, COLE RAL 1720) N/ASIGNIFES PLAY WAS VOT WITH ATEN AS OF MAY-13, 1998, | 229 HEARST, GARRISON SF 2850 250 PARMALEE, BERNIE MIA $540 
30 JACKE, CHRIS WAS 1660 230 DAVIS, STEPHEN WAS 2860 | 260 CROCKETT, ZACK IND 1530 i 
31 NEDNEY, JOE 'ARZ 1640 NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. To sive 2 copy oe cial nes an a team ery form send ater Sz, se-ctessed stamped envelope to: ISNBC Sports Farkas FootbalCDM, in, P.O. Bax 2836, St. Lous MO 63146, Al requests 
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LINEUP 
¢ Starting lineup consists of: 


3-Kickers 


ADDITIONAL RULES 
For Canadian entries, please add $15 to your entry fee to cover 
additional mailing costs. All dollar amounts indicated are 


Complete this entry form 
and enter your team by calling 
1-888-676-2248 from 9 AM to. 


2-Tight Ends 
6-Wide Receivers 
2-Defense/Special Teams 


payable in U.S. dollars. 

Player changes cannot be made until your team has been 
entered into the computer database. Phone and Internet 
entries are entered immediately upon receipt. Mailed and 
faxed teams will be entered within five working days of receipt. 

Not responsible for lost, late, stolen or misdirected entries or 
player changes. 

© Our toll line is 314-991-1511. Our fax number Is 314-991-1564, 

‘ MSNBC Sports Fantasy Football is subject to the complete | 
official rules which are at http://fantasyfootball.msnbc.com 
and contained in the Welcome Kit. By participating in MSNBC 
Sports Fantasy Football, you agree to abide to the terms of the | 08 
complete official rules and by the decisions of the judges | a8 
which are final on all matters pertaining to the Contest. 08 

MSNBC Sports Fantasy Football \s not affiliated in any way 
with the National Football League. 

Contest is open only to legal residents of the United States and | RB 
Canada, 18 years of age or older, Void in LA, MT, VT, the | RB 
Province of Quebec, and where prohibited by law. RB 

© Contest is subject to all United States Federal and State laws. 
MSNBC Sports Fantasy Football may not be used for any form 
of gambling. Fe 

@ MSNBC reserves the right to disqualify or refuse entry to any person | TE 
who violates the rules or acts in an unsportsmantike manner. Prizes. | 1 
will be awarded only to players who have complied with the official 
rules and whose accounts are paid in full. 

MSNBC Is not responsible for any human or technical error, | WR 
interruptions, communications, line failure, destruction or | wa 
unauthorized access to or alteration of an entry or portfolio, | wa 
technical malfunction of any telephone network or lines, 
computer on-line systems, servers, equipment or software. 

Employees of Microsoft Corporation, MSNBC, CDM and their | WR 
affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies |oersp___ 
and immediate family members of each are not eligible, pens. 


9 PM CT Monday-Sunday 


-Quartarbacks ‘or by fax (314) 991-1564 anytime. 


6-Running Backs 


STARTING LINEUP 


VALUE 


Starting lineup value cannot exceed $60,000,000, 

The bench consists of any 11 players and/or detense/special teams. 
They are your backups and may be placed onto your starting lineup for 
any reason (Injury, poor performance, etc.) 

Value cap and position distribution rules do not apply for the bench, but 
do apply when switched onto the starting lineup. 

Unlisted players have a salary of $1,000,000. They must be placed on 
the bench until September 12th, 


LEAGUES 

‘@ Leagues are formed on a first-come, first-served basis. 

25 teams form a league. 

# All teams compete for the overall grand prize. 

Teams may have many of the same players, but no two teams with the 
same roster will be in the same league. 

Play in the same league with your friends, Call 1-888-676-2248, or visit 
our Internet site at http:/antasyfootball. msnbc.com for details. 


STANDINGS 

Receive a four-page report weekly or bi-weekly, You automatically 
reveive bi-weekly standings with your entry fee. (First standings mailed 
September 16th.) 

Bi-weekly standings include the lineup changes of the 26 teams In your 
league. Know what you are competing against! 

Updated league rosters and top 6 overall sent the weeks of September 
21th and October 26th, 

S10 for standings to be mailed to a second address, 

$10 per address per team for standings to be mailed weekly rather than 
bi-weekly. 

4 Standings are also available via the Internet, Call for details, 

‘Fax service available, Call 1-888-676-2248 for details. 


LINEUP CHANGES 

To make lineup changes, a toll-free number and an account number will 
be provided, of you may make them via the Internet, 

The deadline for weekly lineup changes is Saturday at 9 PM CT tor 
Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CT the night before any other 
game (changes for Thursday games must be made by 9 PM Wednesday 
night). The first roster change deadline is Saturday, September 12th. 

The fees for lineup changes are as follows: 

Pre-Season Moves (unlimited) 

Bench Switch (unlimited) ... 

New Player Purchase ({imit 10) 

Bye Week Bench Switch (in or out) . 


MPEP 


Lineup changes must be made by 9 PM Central 
Time on Saturday to he effective for games 
played on the following Sunday & Monday. 


STARTING 
LINEUP 
VALUE $ 

(cannot exceed $60,000,000) 


$1 each 
$2 each 
$5 each 
$1 each 


Call 1-888-676-2248 Now! 


Commissioners Are Standing By To Answer Your Questions And Enter Your Team 


fed here must be placed on the bench until September 12tl 

WIDE RECEIVERS WIDE RECEIVERS (cont) WIDE RECEIVERS (cont) DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS | 4, 
NO PLAYER TM VAL) WO PLAYER TM WAL | NO. PLAYER T™ Val | MO TEAM VAL 
01 SMITH, ROO DEN 4130 533 BROWN, TROY NE 2200 665 JUREVICIUS, JOE NYG 1600 801 GREEN BAY 4000 


502 CARTER, CRIS MIN 4080 534 JETT, JAMES AAI 2180 S66 RICKS, MIKHAEL SD 1600 802 DENVER 
SAN FRANCISCO 
3340 
TEAM OWNER INFORMATI 


Players no! Unlisted player's salary $1,000,001 


pret Lge 


int ‘SHAE, ‘SHANNON ie en 
402 COATES, BEN 
403 DUDLEY, RICKEY 
404 WYCHECK, FRANK 
405 WALLS, WESLEY 
406 JONES, FREDDIE SD 


LTTE 


503 MOORE, HERMAN DET 3810 535 MILLER, ANTHONY DAL 2150 567 DUNN, DAVID CIN 1540 803 

‘504 FREEMAN, ANTONIO GB 3600 536 CALLOWAY, CHRIS NYG 2120 568 JOHNSON, CHARLES PIT 1530 804 KANSAS CITY 

505 SMITH, JIMMY — JAC 3520 537 ANTHONY, REIDEL 1B 2110 569 DAVIS, WILLIE TEN 1510 805 N.Y. GIANTS: 

506 BROWN, TIM RA 3370 538 CONWAY, CURTIS CHI 2090 570 THOMAS, LAMAR MIA 1500 ee PITTSBURGH 
o 


407 CONWELL, ERNIE STL 1700 507 RICE, JERRY SF 3320 539 SCOTT, DARNAY CIN 2090 571 PRITCHARD, MIKE SEA 1490 807 DALLAS 

408 BUORNSON, ERIC DAL 1500 508 MOORE, ROB ‘ARZ 3210 540 PERRIMAN, BRETT MIA 2080 572 WESTBROOK, MICHAEL WAS 1470 WEW ENGLAND Name 

409 vere CHI 1470. 509 ALEXANDER, DERRICK KC $200 561 REED, ANDRE BUF 2030) §73 MCKNIGHT, JAMES SEA 1410 WASHINGTON 

410 GONZALEZ, Tt KC 1450 510 IRVIN, MICHAEL 3160 542 DYSON, KEVIN TEN 2000 574 STOKES, J. SF 1400 Team Name 
411 MCGEE, on CIN 1440 511 GALLOWAY, JOEY (MIN 2000, 575 SMALL, TORRANCE STL 1360 


Address 
City 


‘DEN 2000 
ARZ 1980 


412 CHMURA, MARK GB 
413 GEDNEY, CHRIS 


512 BRUCE, ISAAC. 
513 FRYAR, IRVING 


576 BLADES, BRIAN SEA 1330 


577 HAWKINS, COURTNEY PIT 1290 St. —— Zip, 
HILL, RANDAL 


‘544 NASH, MARCUS: 
‘545 METCALF, ERIC 


414 DILGER, KEN IND 1250 514 REED, JAKE 546 WILLIAMS, KARL TB 1980 578 Phone 
415 GREEN, ERIC BAL 1240 515 PICKENS, CARL 547 CHREBET, WAYNE NYJ 1960 579 GREEN, WILLIE Manis 
416 DRAYTON, TROY MIA 1230 516 LEWIS, JERMAINE 548 GRAHAM, JEFF YJ 1950, 580 PROEHL, RICKY 

447 MITOHELL, PETE JAG 1180. 517 MARTIN, TONY 549 GLENN, TERRY NE 1690, 581 TIMPSON, MICHAEL PHILADELPHIA Expires 
416 JONES, BRENT —SF_ 1100518 THIGPEN, YANCEY ta a 550 ELLARD, HENRY WAS 1860_ 582 ENGRAM, BOBBY if 


WY, JETS: 
‘583 HAYNES, MICHAEL JACKSONVILLE 


584 ISMAIL, RAGHIB INDIANAPOLIS 
585 PENN, CHRIS First Entry Feo 


586 BARNETT, FRED ‘Additional Envios 


419 JOHNSON, LONNIE 
420 BRADY, KYLE 
421 ASHER, JAMIE 
422 RIEMERSMA, JAY 


‘519 JOHNSON, KEYSHAWN NYJ 2700 
520 RISON, ANDRE KC 2640 
521 HARRISON, MARVIN IND 2630 
522 BROOKS, ROBERT GB 2620 


551 HASTINGS, ANDRE NO 1840 
552 DAWKINS, SEAN IND. 1830 
553 JEFFERSON, SHAWN NE 1830) 
‘554 SANDERS, CHRIS TEN 1750 


E-Mail Address: 


ay __@ 


423 WARRIS, JACKIE TEN 1000 523 EMANUEL, BERT TB 2600 555 SHEPHERD, LESLIE WAS 1710, 587 MAYES, DERRICK ‘Additional Address ty _ 
424 SANTIAGO, OJ ATL 1000 524 JACKSON, MICHAEL BAL 2570 556 KENNISON, EDDIE STL 1670 588 BRISBY, VINCENT Weekly Reports Oty 
425 SLOAN, DAVIO. DET 1000 525 MCCARDELL, KEENAN JAC 2550 557 CARRIER, MARK J CAR 1680 589 MOULDS, ERIC TOTAL PAYMENT 
426 BYARS, KEITH NYJ 1000 526 OWENS, TERRELL SF 2400 558 MCCAFFREY, ED DEN 1610 590 JONES, CHRIS NEW ORLEANS Have you played 


427 GLOVER, ANDREW 
428 POPSON, TED KC 
429 SMITH, IRV. SF 
430 BRUENER, MARK PIT 
431 LEWIS, CHAD PHI 
432 DUNN, JASON PHI 


527 MATHIS, TERANGE ATL 2380 
528 MORTON, JOHNNIE DET 2340 
529 EARLY, QUINN BUF 2310 
530 SANDERS, FRANK ARZ 2300 
531 MCDUFFIE, O.J. MIA 2270 
532 CARRUTH, RAE CAR 2230 


559 JONES, CHARLIE 
560 PATHON, JEROME 
561 GREEN, JACQUEZ TB 1600 
‘562 JOHNSON, PAT — BAL 160¢ 
563 CROWELL, GEAMANE DET 1600 
‘564 SIMMONS, TONY NE 1600 


SO. 1610) 
(ND 1600 


591 WILLIAMS, KEVIN 
‘592 BAILEY, AARON 


594 COPELAND, HORACE TB. 1000 
595 JORDAN, | CHARLES MIA 1000 
596 MILLS, ERNIE DAL 1000 


ST. LOUIS 
ARIZONA 
ATLANTA 
CINCINNATI 


nity 
MSNBC Sports 

tball/CDM 
ie, Suite 220 


1000 . MO. 63146-4133, 


The sculpted body and keen mind would 
not mean as much to Eddie George if he 
could not keep improving them. 


Two years into his NFL career and 
only 24 into life itself, George could prac- 
tically set himself on cruise control and 
enjoy what he has achieved and no one 
would argue. O.K., two people might kick 
Eddie and his mother, not nec- 
essarily in that order. 

With 2,767 rushing yards, he’s 
already sixth on the Tennessee Oilers’ list 
of all-time leading rushers. With another 
season like the first two he'll vault all the 
way to third. At 6-3, 240 pounds, he’s one 
of the NFL's tallest backs and one of its 
most powerful, and he’s growing in ways 
beyond just carrying the football. 

It's not just about Eddie George and 
what he wants for himself. The concept of 
team, drilled into him as a child by his 
mother, Donna, keeps driving him. 

“He's got an eager-beaver attitude 
about wanting to be a team player, to take 
his team to the highest point,” says Don- 
na, a flight attendant based in Philadelphia, 
and her son’s closest confidante. “He's not 
about showing off Eddie George.” Where 
did he get this from? His mom. “It’s some- 
thing you teach as a parent.” 

Asa divorced mother, Donna George 
kept her two children united as a strong 
family, a tight group responsible for, and 
to, each other. 

“We became a team,” she says. And 
she was a tough coach. 

She shipped Eddie off to military 


“Pm nowhere near 
Where | want to be, but 


I’m getting there.” 


school after his sophmore year in high 
school, angry that he had failed math and 
lied about it. Like any good coach, she 
stressed discipline and took action. 

“Tt wasn’t a discussion, I made my 


Fddie George ison the 


decision,” she says. 

Those years at Fork Union (Va.) Mil- 
itary helped George develop the talents 
that would take him to Ohio State Uni- 
versity, where he won the Heisman Tro- 
phy. The Oilers made him the 14th pick in 
the first round of the 1996 draft and he 
blasted his way into the lineup, recording 


Move 


by Larry Weisman 


a 100-yard game in just his second pro out- 
ing. The 1,368 yards he gained in his first 
season made him the ninth-best rookie 
rusher in NFL history. 

He followed that in ’97 with 1,399 
yards, fifth-best in the NFL, and wanting 
more, more, more. But he wants it in per- 
spective, in terms of a life worth living and 


es So. 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


Simply Speaking . . . The Best Collectible Issue Ever! 


She! CM Fee A BO ENA I 2 Ea J | 
SEAS Sime RIEsy, I r 
B Markers™ 
, ae ; Odi 1:24 Packs Pro Signatures Authentic™ 
Featuring 170 players plus 30 redemption Odds 1:2,300 Packs 


cards for the top draft pick from each team. 


Gold Ingot™ 
Heavyweight™ 48 pt. parallel cards with an 
additional etched foil “Gold Ingot™” stamp. 


Markers 
A 30-player checklist of NFL stars, with 
special embossed foil commemorating 
achievements of each player. 


1-3 Triple Threat™ 
This 30-card subset includes your favorite 
Quarterbacks, Running Backs and Receivers. 


Personal Collection™ 
Pro Signatures Authentic™ Odds 1:4,000 Packs Gold Ingot™ 
Autographed cards from the biggest names Odds 1:1 Pack 
in the game. Also available: redemptions Tew 
for autographed cards from the top draft 
picks of “98 (odds 1:800), 


Personal Collection™ 
200 super rare 1 of 1 cards—all original 
photos from Super Bowl XXXII. 


“It’s a whole new ball game.” 


Edge Supreme” 


Collectors Edge of Tennessee, Inc. © 2485 W. 2nd Ave., #14 © Denver, CO ® 80223 (303) 936-8690. All odds approximated and do not 
‘guarantee number of special cards per box or case. © 1998 Collector's Edge of Tennessee, Inc.All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. 


appreciating. Success can bring content- 
ment or it can generate pressure to build 
and expand. Finding the balance has 
become his passion. 

“I'm not really trying to be successful 
or working to be successful. In working I 
find happiness, and in happiness you 
become successful, whether you attain 
your goals or not,” he says. “You're work- 
ing toward it, finding different things out 
about yourself and if there are things you 
need to work on as a person. That’s the 
most fulfilling thing, realizing that you 
need to grow and growing as a person. 
Success is growing as a person.” 

There’s so much to explore and take 
on. George has fed his aspirations toward 
an acting and modeling career with an 
appearance on the TV show Nash Bridges, 
and by becoming a spokesman for Play- 
ers Inc. Eddie also reads voraciously to 
reach his goals of personal improvement 
and spends moments of wonder with his 
one-year-old son, Jaire. 

George is also rapidly maturing, as 
evidenced by his election to the NFL 
Players Association’s Executive Com- 
mittee, the group that helps chart the 
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association’s future. 

Of course, his election comes ata time 
when he is also beginning to take more of 
a leadership role with the Oilers 

“T don’t like to see myself as the same 
person I was the year before. I want to see 
the change. I’m learning as I go along,” he 
says. “The things I’m learning now are 
going to be extremely important to me 
down the line. What better time to start 
than now when I’m young? I’m nota lost 
puppy, I'm nota doe standing in the mid- 
dle of a road waiting for a truck to hit me. 
I’m learning from others’ successes and 
their mistakes in my field and other field: 
around me, and I feel that’s very impor- 
tant for me at 24.” 

That quiet poise isn’t lost on others, 

“He's independent,” says his long- 
time buddy, running back Raymont Har- 
ris, “He can go to a club by himself or to 
Las Vegas to a show...by himself. I could 
never do that. I’d have to bring a friend or 
a companion. But that’s Eddie, He’s always 
moving around.” 

And who was that who took a 
Caribbean cruise in May all by himself 
(arranged by his mom)? Eddie. 

No fans, no entourage, and all the 


anonymity he could stand. 

“Ltry to live peaceful. That’s 
something I strive to do on 9 day: 
to-day basis, in living life in gen- 
eral and understanding my life 
and how stress-free it can be by 
just thinking differently,” he says 

That's a philosophy honed 
by his mother. She quickly 
understood how stardom creates 

} many hands reaching out, not 
always in friendship, and she 
saw the need to draw a line 
between the professional athlete 
and his inner self. 

“You want to live a peaceful 
life and you're constantly hassled 
by people who don’t think you 
have a personal life,” she says. 


“Bither you find ways to create your pri- 
vacy or you go with the flow.” 

Eddie George manages to do both, 
but that’s going to be harder to pull off. 
He can’t be a hidden gem for long. The 
Oilers moved from Houston to Memphis 
last year and play this season in Nashville 
at Vanderbilt University before their new 
stadium opens in 1999. They performed 
before tiny crowds as lame ducks in the 
Astrodome and the Liberty Bowl, and 
George, despite valuing his quiet time, 
wants noise when he’s at work. 

“Tt was culture shock when I was 
drafted by Houston, with the team mov- 
ing and not much support in the stands. 
You draw your energy off the crowd; 
you're not really playing for yourself or 
the team but for the fans, to excite the 
fans,” he says. “As a football player, you're 
an entertainer. And if you don’t have any- 
one to entertain, if you're not selling tick- 
ets, it kind of takes the fun out of it, out of 
being a professional football player play- 
ing in the NFL, It felt as though you were 
out there on a job. It didn’t feel like what 
the NFL was all about.” 

With the excitement he and quarter- 
back Steve McNair can spark, and some 


“[ don’t like to see myself 
aS the same person | was 
_ the year before.” 


of the trauma of moving behind them, the 
Oilers may be ready to light that emo- 
tional fire George looks forward to play- 
ing i full house, m iront of roar- 
ing tans rooting not just for him but for 
his team 
Even if it hasn’t started out the way 
we would have expected, once we start 
winning and put together an attractive 
team, people will want to be a part of it,” 
he says. “People want to be part of a suc- 
cessful organization, and I think we'll get 
that support.” 
That's Eddie George, still going and 
still growing. 
Although he’s content to be on his own, 
he’s just as comfortable ina crowd. <=> 
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Larry Weisman covers the NFL for USA Today. 
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Sierra Sports comes into play, You get Terry, Bradshaw Fan’ 

Fantasy Basketball and Mike Richter Fantasy Hockey. Al \ 

stats and roster updates from www.fspi.com and crunch’ ugh ring system. Then'p you 
resulfS on your own web site =so your whole: play. Get Fantasy Sports Pro. 
Stats available for an additional charg: _ § web at www.fspi.com 


PAH PLAYERS=] 
YI | 


Y Reidel Anthony, Reinard 
Wilson, Peter Boulware, Ike 
Hilliard, and Warrick Bunn 
take time for a group shot with 
Sports Wustrated swimsuit 
model Stacy Williams. 
> The Tonight Show's roving reporter, Rob Schnei- 
der, interviews Super Bow! MVP Terrell Davis at the 
Playstation NFL Players Party. 


dent Doug Allen, Falcons running back 

Jamal Anderson, Richard Petty, Play- 

ers Inc Chairman Gene Upshaw, Kyle ) 

Petty, and NFLPA President Trace Arm- }/ = 
strong at the unveiling of the Players 

Inc/Team Petty race car. TON 


Y Rafer Johnson, Gold 
5 24 Medal decathlete in the 1956 
Olympics, addresses the 
crowd at the NFL Players 
Super Bow! Sunday Brunch 
to benefit Special Olympics. 


‘V Coach Eddie Robinson accepting the}. 
‘Achievement Award 


from Doug Williams at the Unsung 
Heroes Dinner in Washington, DC. 


4 Vanna White poses with the player-con- 
testants during NFL Players Week on Wheel 
of Fortune. 
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YY Former #4 draft pick Orlando Pace and running backs 
Corey Dillon and Antowain Smith ham it up at the Comedy 
Store in L.A. with comedian A.d. Jamal. 


-V Kevin Lockett of the Chiefs and Reidel Anthony of the Buccaneers arrive 
at the NFL Players Billiards Challenge in Los Angeles with Natalia Ciglutti )- 
from TV's Pacific Palisades and Mario Lopez from TV's Saved By The Bell.) 


> Gene Upshaw, executive director of the NFLPA, 
Tim Brawn from the Gaktand Raiders, and former 
Chicago Bear Gale Sayers are all smiles at the | 
NFLPA’S Mackey Awards Banquet in Chicago. 
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ke 


<4 Arizona Cardinals QB Jake 


44 Plummer with Saved By The Bell 


TV star Mario Lopez. We think 


PP) Jake is angling for a cameo 


appearance. 


‘A Kool & The Gang plays to a full house at the Playstation 


NFL Players Party in San Diego. 
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«Play the Official 
Game of the 
NFL Players!? wis: 


- Tony Dorsett, Hall of Fame Running Back 
1977 World Champion Dallas Cowboys 


i 


WIN 


an | > 8 WOU 


in Cash & Prizes 


$25,000 Grand Prize 


More than Double the Prizes - 


5, Sth: $1,000 Pos for TD 40+ yards Field Goal 
000 th 10th 250 Poss for TD 40 yords Exo Point 
Tth-20%h: 3100 Fre 25 yords 

Pas for 2p conversion 


Defense TD 
Kick/Punt Return TD 
Fumble RecInt 


seve TD40+ ys 
RushecveTD40 ys 
Ever 10 yrds (combined rishi) 
1st Place: 4 Day/3 Night 2 pt conversion 
Drive Away Vacation! 


Salt 
Sak 


PY Ne Hor one tom wha ; orn 
rds Recent < 
I 2nd Place: $150 3rd Place: $100 4th Place: $75 5th Place: $50 30 yards Posing» 5 Defensive Shutou (0 pts sored by opponent) i 


$20 discount on future games for Top 10 in each league. Colts 5 1 ely sare wil ou vor eof oxo hk NFL Player ~ “Pick of the Week” Bonus Pls 


ETER MAKE NOTE OF THESE IMPORTANT DATES: 

tana For SF 5 « $39.95 for each entry postmarked or aed by Ju 31,1998 

ony * 7 $49.95 foreach entry postmarked or faxed by August 21,198 
ud) $59.95 for ech enty postmarked or faxed afr August 21,1998 


Al rads rio Speer 6,198 are 


Start with a SALARY CAP of $420, Select your team of 2 Quarterbacks, 3 Running Backs, 4 Receivers/Tight Ends, 
2 Kickers, and 1 Defense/Special Team, by entering the este 3 digit ID# in the adjacent form. Keep the initial roster below for your ia 


(QUARTERUACKS (rol RUNNING BACKS (Ora 3) 


Dr wwe De Ne 
11100 Alkman, Troy (OAL) 00 Abdul taba, Karim (MIA) 4 Mors Bam (BAL) 
1101 Barks, Tony (STL) Alen, Tory (WAS) Murrell, Adnan (A 
1102 Blak, Jot (CIN) 7 it Me (TB) 

Kimble (KC) 


1s#-101h; Autographed Memorabilia from Upper Deck Authenticated 
Nth-20th: 3 Free Trades 


fai 3 fas yn’ ah 
Leen DEASSTEAL TE 
Sane 2 oe 


$520 Early, Qunn (BUF 


1105 Case, Stoney (ARZ) 
12.106 Chandlor, Chis (ATL) 
107 Colin, Kery (CAR) 1307 Blakabuiska, Tim (CAR) 
108 Colins, Todd (BUF) «32.308 Bowie, Lary (WAS) 
214009 Detar, Ty (SF) 909 Broussard, St 
31110 Dilly, Trent (TB) 
1111 Ehany, John (DEN) 1311 Byner Earnest (BAL) 
112 Fav, Brot (G8) a Kislana (CIN) 
143 Flite, Doug (NE) 1313 Centers Lary (ARZ) 
21114 Frerotte, Gus (WAS) 2.514 Davi, Sepher 
1.115 George, Jatt (OAK) ol (DEN) 
21118 Gratin Kent YG) 
a, Eis (KC) 
1140 Harbaugh, dm ND} 
31149 Hoying, Bobby (PHI) o 0 Wheatey. Tyrone (NYG). 3 
120 Humptvies, Stan ($0) ‘ 8 Watams, Harvey (OAK) 
1421 Johnson, Brad (MIN) 
1122 Johnson, Rob (BUF) 
(1128 Kanal, Danny (NYG) 
B72 Kramor, Erk (CHI) 
12 125 Lot, Ryan ($0) 
1126 Manning, Peyton (IND) 
1127 Marino, Dan (MIA) 
1128 MeNaie Steve (TEN) 
129 Mitchel, Seat. (DET) 
130 Moon, Warton (SEA) 21.820 Henderson, Wiliam (GB) 
1131 ODonnel Net (NY) 38831 Heyward, Greig (STL) 
1132 Pesto, Rodney (PHI) 232 Hoard, Leroy OM 
1133 Plummer, Jake (ARZ) 2 
134 Shuler, Heath. (NO) 
21435 Stewart, Koel (PIT) 
6 Tostavarde Vinny (BAL) 
"7 Werte, Danny (NO) 
Young, Sieve (SF) 
9 Zeler, Enc (BAL) 


526 Galloway, Joey (SEA) 
enn, Tery (NE) 
528 Glover, Andiow (MIN) 
am, dell (NY) 
Ere (BAL) 
eon, Marvin (IND) 
ings, Arcee. (NO) 
Irvin, Michael (DAL) 
on, Michael (BAL) 
Merson, Shawn 
mes (OAK) 


Wals, Wesley (CAR) 31908 Carelina P7] 
Wstorook, Michael (WAS) 38 905 Chicago Ft 
eck, Frank (TEN) 906 Cincinnati 16 
31907 alas 2% 
(ore) 51908 Dervor 37 
TEM SMARY 3.909 Detrot 24 
Andersen, Morton (ATL) 30 910 Green Bay 38 
Gary (MIN) 35. 2911 Incianapate v7 
Seat (ATL) 15. D912 Jacksonvilo 33 
Blanchard, Cary (IND) 33.919 Kansas City 3 
Biarion, Scott (WAS) 25.1914 Mari 26 
Boriol Cis (PHD 3.915 Minnesota 2% 
916 New England 33 
0, John (SD) 31917 Now Orans P71 
Stove (BUF) 26 918 New York Giants 26 
1919 New York Jets 24 
51920 Oskiand 24 
921 Philadephia 26 
922 Prisburgh 3 
San Francisco a7 
Ford, Cole (OAK) San Diego 8 
Hal, John (NYS) 34 2.925 Seate 2 
6 Hanson, Jason (DET) 33.1826 St Louis 
Nike GAX) 3.927 Tampa Bay 
3, Michael (TB) 928 Tonnessee 
Jaeger, Jet (CHI) 929 Washington 
‘Norm (PMT) 
3721 Kasay. John (CAR) 
2.722 Longwell, Ayan (GB) 
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341 McPhail, Jee: (MIA) 


NOTE: EACH PLAYER'S TEAM DESIGNATION IS BASED ON THEIR TEAM AS OF APRIL 21, 1998. 


The Only Fantasy Football 1) 
Game with Its Own TV Show On 
FOX SPORTS NET and AudioNet 


Watch for the Preseason Special of 


SPORTS 


Join Fox Broadcaster and Host h 


Resident Fantasy Expert, and NFL Players Fantasy Football 
Former NFL Player and NFL Analyst, A Preview of Everything You Need to 


- ; z Know for the Fantasy Football Draft. 
for in-depth fantasy analysis, match-ups, previews, eenor Fox Spork Net aa ier 


trends, sleepers, injuries & more. Regional Sports Networks the week of 
Check your local listings for network and times. August 10th, 1998 


Enter Additional Teams or Recrult Friends to 
Play In Your League - Multiple Entries In 
Same Envelope EACH RECEIVE 10 FREE TRADES! 


2 Ways to Pay! Www.fantasysportshg.com istic inten. 


Entry Deadlines NEL Player - “Pick of the Week” 
Entries received vie the Internet (ww Santaysportshg.com) or by fox Beginning with week 3, one NFL Player willbe chosen in advance to 
(972-889-5359) must be received no later than reczive bonus game points for their on field performance. 
Enis recived by mail must be postmarked by For each restr fecturing this player, Prime Sports Interacive will donate 
Roster ‘and received no later than to quolify $1 t0 Special Olympics. 


Easy to Play - Roster 
Your teom mus consist of 12 players using o salar cp les than or 
equal to $420. 


‘Additonal players wil be provided in your game kit r vi fax back - 
service at (800)328-7519. Prize Structure Cost to Play 
~ Teams submited with incrre or incomplete rosters wll have a Prizes are awarded on League and National Levels ‘$39.95 for each enry postmarked or faxed by 
femporary raster assigned fo them. Tin 30 will ear 04 Doy/3 Nigh Drive Away Vocation fo 1 of 70 Resort ~ $49.95 foreoch enry postmarked or faxed by 
. Location Destinations. Weekly prizes oworded to the Top 20 national 359.95 for each entry postmarked o faxed oer 
League Information winners eoch week. Only weeks 2 trough end of season are eligible for ~ 2 or more entries induded inthe som envelope each receive 
‘All teams will be placed into 30-team leagues. League formation will weekly prizes ond Highest Single Week prize. 10 FREE Trades ($25 value for each player). 
be finalized offer wee Touch tone telephone required to axes the Interactive phone system. Internationa entries acepted. All fees must be pod in US. funds ony. 
‘lentes (upto 30) thot ore received inthe same envelope will Best 15 of 17 scores count foward end of season total For Canadian, Mescan ond overseas entries, please add $15 to cover 
be placed in the same league unless otherwise insiuced addtional mailing costs 
Salary Upgrades $10 discount for “Internet Only” play. Some conditions opply. See our 
Reports 4solary upgrades will occur throughout the season. Solaris will be ‘website for more details (ww Jantassportshq com). 
+ 6 Reports will be mailed throughout the season which are included in increased $5 for one player at each postion based on previous 4 week 
your entry fee. ‘average score divided by his solar. Cost to Trade 
~ Ploers may upgrade to weekly report string with week 3 for SIS. Bp-ras wile indeed in he alin pra Player trades ore unlimited ot $2.50 per trade 
Spay on your order form if you wish o upgrade Player must be featured on aive roster in weeks 5,8, 11 & 14 Players may only be traded for another within the some postion. 
z Trades may be conducted each week from Tuesday at 12:00 pm CST 
Customer Service Hours: M-Th Bam to 8pm CST, ont thefllovng Sunday ot 1:00 am CST. 


oti naTunn Tulle pomon Fri 8am to 6pm, Sat Sam to Ipm (ST (972) 402-4580 FREE. 


ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED BY 9/5/98 AND RECEIVED BY 9/11/98 TO BE ELIGIBLE GpENTERYOUR PLAYERS 1S IN THE SPACES PROVIDED BELOW 
ENTRIES SUBMITTED BY FAX OR VIA THE INTERNET WILL BE ACCEPTED THROUGH 9/5/98. epee ar eeepc 


FAX:(972)889-5359. WEBSITE: www.fantasysportshg.com ONLY ORIGINAL ENTRIES OR PHOTOCOPIES OF ORIGINAL FORM WILL BE ACCEPTED. 


MAIL ENTRY TO: NFL Players Fantasy Football - P.0. Box 142915 - Irving, TX 75014 QUARTERBACKS, 
MR, GMS. PLEASE FILL OUT IN CLEAR, CAPITAL LETTERS 30031280 | 


FIRST NAME LAST NAME 
T Tel 


T 


= WAVE YOU PLAYED IF YES, ENTER YOUR PREVIOUS TEAM 1D? 
7 w rome? Te] TT 
eR pea el ail : Rianne 
YOUR TEAM NAME MICKERS QUIRED - TOTAL YOUR 
7 7 7 TT T PLAYERS’ SALARIES. 
ey in a Sa | Pasa trie OR EOUALTO-#32H) 
GREDIT CARD NUMBER (Visa, MC, AMEX & Discover accepted.) EXP. DATE FANED ENTRIES ] $ 
| T | j= boeeisicime a [ ] ACCEPTED AT 
EMAIL ADDRESS: Tee) = TO 
ITA YOUR ENTRY FOR 


‘Signature 


te ‘Al poyments must bein US, Funds. Chek, money 
‘rime Sports interactive, NOPURCHASENECESSARY.T n 
Payor Fantary Footbal P.O. Bon 14291 ving, Toxas 75014 WAresidents ort 
Pockage baredon 300 leoques, “Only wesks? hrough end ofseason or eli 


. scopy othe tical rls inchodingcernatve entry mated by sanding 
yotestompl’ initons ony persed. Requets mos be recoedby ly 24,1998, Youmustbe 18 years or lderto porch 
Te ond the Meghes! Single Week” pose, Prime Sports nterocivehos the ight le aquolyonyenty not completed 


1998 NFL PLAYERS TRIVIA CHALLENGE 


Here’s your chance to win fabulous prizes from PLAYERS ING. Answer the following questions correctly and you will be entered 
into a drawing to win autographed merchandise from your favorite players, You will also have the chance to win an official 
football of the NFL Players. Mail your entry by November 30, 1998, 


Grand Prize: One football autographed hy all the rookies who attended 
the 1998 NFL Players Rookie Premiere, an event T-shirt, and @ box of trading cards 
from each PLAYERS ING licensee (one winner}. 


First Prize: An official NFL Players Rookie Premiere 
T-shirt and one Madden “98 video game for Sony PlayStation (five winners). 


Second Prize: One PLAYERS INC T-shirt and hat (15 winners). 


1, Which rookie’s older brother is also an NFL Player? 
A. Jason Peter B. Fred Taylor &. Jacquez Green 0. Brian Simmons 

2, Which rookie played as a receiver; running back, quarterback, and kick returner in college? 
A. Hines Ward 6. Magie Benton ¢. Seat Frost 0. Kevin Dyson 

3, Which player seared on a reception, a run, and a punt return during his 1997 college season? 
A. Randy Moss B. Joe Jurevicius C. Skip Hieks 0, Charles Woodson 


‘Address: 
Gity/State/ip: 
1 : Phone: [ ] 


Alles: 1. No purchase necessary 2. Contest open to anyone except employees of Street & Smith's, Condé Nast and PLAYERS INC. 3. Only one entry per person, per envelope. All entries must be postmarked by November 
‘20, 1988. 4. Photocopies are acceptable 5, Mall each entry to NFL Players Trivia Challeng, PLAYERS INC, 2021 Street, KW, Washington DC, 20036. 6. Winners wil be selected in @ random deawing from all corret entries. 
Drawing will beheld on December 10, 1998. Odds of winning are determined by the number of entries. Decisions of the judges willbe final 7. Winners Will be notified by mal, 8, Al entries become re property of 
PLAYERS INC. 8. Only one prize Winner per household, 10, Contest void where prohibited, 
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le mark time with our memories, some vivid, others 

faded. They become our touchstones, letting us savor 

the wonders of yesterday. It’s not just nostalgia; it’s 
more powertul. It’s our history, a record of events and people 
we recall with fondness. 

In celebrating its 35th anniversary, Street and Smith’s Pro 
Football takes a look back at the last 35 years in the National 
Football League. 

The NFL in 1963 did not command the attention that today’s 
league reaches eagerly for with both hands. Thirty-five years 
ago, it had only begun to unify its broadcasts under a single 
network-television contract. And it battled the upstart AFL for 
players and the hearts of the fans. The NFL of 1998, 30 teams 
strong and televised by four networks, bears little resemblance 
to its younger self. 

Bigger, faster, stronger players. Far more emphasis on the 
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BY LARRY WEISMAN, USA TODAY 


passing game. Artificial turf and do 
acter changed, giving it a clea 
lic developed an appetite for the 
baseball as the national pa: 
become a secular January holi 
and an entertainment extravag 

In a game that continues 
ence, it seems almost impossi 


occurred in playoff and championshi 
somehow find a way to accomp 


ordinary individuals. 
Anyone compiling a list 
moments. Here is our highly 


"APWIDE WORLD PHOTOS INC. 


NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
December 31, 1967 
Bart Starr's one-yard sneak into the end zone gave Green Bay a 21-17 victory over Dallas on New 
Year's Eve, 1967. The game was played under brutal conditions at Lambeau Field, where temper- 
atures of 13-below-zero greeted the teams when they took the field. The officials tossed away 
theif whistles when they froze, simply shouting to end plays. Starr's score, behind the blocks of 
center Ken Bowman and right guard Jerry Kramer, came with 13 seconds left and sent the Pack- 
ers to their second consecutive Super Bowl (and their last for 29 years). 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF: 
December 23, 1972 

The most famous play in NFL history combined 
timing and drama and changed the outcome of a 
Critical playoff game. Only one camera angle exists 
of Franco Harris's shoetop grab of a deflected pass. 
The Pittsburgh Steelers trailed 7-6 and faced 
fourth-and-10 from their own 40 on what seemed 
to be their final play. Terry Bradshaw, flushed from 
the pocket, fired for Frenchy Fuqua, but Oakland's 
Jack Tatum slammed into him and the ball flew 
back toward the line of scrimmage. The charging 
Harris cradled it and scored one of football's most 
debated touchdowns, running 60 yards with the 
deflection. It gave the Steelers the first playoff vic- 
4 tory of their long history and helped set the stage 
for their drive toward four Super Bowl titles. 


1972 MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Unbeaten, untied, unprecedented, unreal. The No-Name! 
Defense stifled opponents, and the 1972 Miami-Dol- 
phins, in the midst of a run of three consecutive Super 
Bowl appearances, set a performance standard unlike- 
ly to be equaled. After a 14-0 regular season and two 
playoff victories, Miami nipped Washington 14-7 in 
Super Bowl Vil (January 14, 1973). That game is also 
remembered for Garo Yepremian’s floating pass of his 
own blocked kick that Mike Bass returned for the Red- 
skins’ only score. To this day, members of that Miami 
team celebrate with champagne when the last unbeat- 
en team in any season finally loses. 


VERNON J. BIEVER. 


SUPER BOWL Ill 
January 12, 1969 


VERNON J. BIEVER 


In the days leading up to Super Bowl Ill, Joe 
Namath not only predicted victory for the New 
York Jets over the heavily favored Baltimore Colts, 
but he guaranteed it. The Jets, already convinced 
they would win the game after their study of Bal- 
timore game films, rallied behind their bold and 
controversial leader, who passed for 206 yards. 
They won 16-7, and the image of Namath trot- 
ting off the Orange Bow! field, waving one finger 
above his head, will never fade. 


SUPER BOWL XXXII 
January 25, 1998 
Several streaks ended with Denver's 31-24 upset 
of Green Bay in Super Bowl XXXII last January. 
The AFC snapped a string of 13 consecutive 
defeats in the title game, Denver won a Super 
Bowl for the first time in five tries, John Elway 
grabbed a ring after three Super Bowl defeats, 
and the class of '83 quarterbacks won one after 
nine losses. Elway's stats were not great (12 of 
22 for 123 yards, two completions to wide 
receivers), but he scored on a one-yard run and 
made all the necessary plays. For once, the 37- 
year-old sentimental favorite had the pleasure of 
explaining all the good stuff after a Super Bowl. 
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AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 
January 2, 1982 
Records for yards and points in a playoff game tumbled when 
high-flying San Diego defeated Miami 41-38 in overtime in the 
Orange Bowl in January of 1982. Chargers tight end Kellen 
Winslow, exhausted on the sidelines, finished with 13 catches 
for 166 yards and a touchdown. San Diego built a 24-0 lead but 
couldn't hold it. Miami made the play of the day going into the 
half-time break on a hook-and-trailer (with Tony Nathan taking 
a lateral from Duriel Harris and going 25 yards to complete a 40- 
yard score) that allowed Miami to close to 24-17 behind back- 
up quarterback Don Strock. Winslow furthered his heroics by 
blocking Uwe von Schamann's 43-yard field-goal attempt at the 
end,Of regulation. Von Schamann had another kick blocked in 
overtime, and Rolf Benirschke missed one before hitting from 29 
yards with 13:52 elapsed. The teams combined for 1,036 yards. 


‘AL MESSERSCHMIOT 


‘AL MESSERSCHMIOT 


1985 CHICAGO BEARS 
The Chicago Bears appeared in their own rap video, 
bragged outrageously, and backed up every word 
they said, Their defense hit anything that moved, Wal- 
ter Payton kneed and elbowed his way to his first 


NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME" 
January 25, 1982 


and only Super Bowl, William “Refrigerator” Perry 
was larger than life, and quarterback Jim McMahon 
offended sensibilities everywhere with his attitude 
and actions, mooning a helicopter that hovered over 
a practice and dissing NFL commissioner Pete 
Rozelle with his headbands. The Bears shut out their 
two.NFC playoff victims and then crushed New Eng- 
land 46-10 in Super Bowl XX (January 26, 1986) with 


Dwight Clark's outstretched touchdown catch, with 51'sec- 
onds left in the game, gave the San Francisco 49ers the 
NFC championship and sent them to their first Super Bowl. 
Joe Montana drove the team from its own 11, beginning 
with 4:54 left, to the Dallas Cowboys’ six-yard line in 13 
plays. Then he found Clark running the back line of the end 
zone for a 28-27 victory. A team that was 6-10 the season 
before had launched itself toward the first of five Super 
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Perry scoring late in the game on a one-yard run. Bowl victories. 


AFC CHAMPIONSHIP SUPER BOWL IV 
GAME January 11, 1970 
January 11, 1987 : 


The Broncos had the ball on their own two- 
yard line when quarterback John Elway 
began marching them toward their place 
in football lore in the AFC title game in 
1987. The Broncos covered 98 yards in 15 
plays, scoring on Elway's five-yard pass to’ 
Mark Jackson with 37 seconds left fo force 
overtime. Denver won the game 23-20 on, 
Rich Karlis's 33-yard field goal. 


SUPER BOWL XxXill 
Januafy 22, 1989 
Trailing Cincinnati 16-13 with 
3:10 remaining in Super Bowl | 
XXIll, quarterback Joe Montana 
calmly led San Francisco 92 
yards in 11 plays and hit John 
Taylor for the winning touchdown 
with 34 seconds left. During a 
time-out, Montana looked up 
from the huddle to survey the 

stands at Joe Robbie Stadium. 
“Hey, there’s John Candy,” he | 
told his teammates. Very cool. 
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‘VERNON J. BIEVER. 


To prove that the Jets’ victory in Super Bowl Ill was not an aber- 
ration, the Kansas City Chiefs, underdogs by 14 points, upset Min- 
nesota 23-7 in Super Bowl IV. The Chiefs’ stubborn defense jammed 
the middle and allowed only 67 rushing yards, shutting the Vikings 
out in the first half. Kansas City quarterback Len Dawson, unfazed 
by reports linking him to a federal gambling investigation (he was 
exonerated) hit 12 of 17 passes for 142 yards, including a 46-yard 
touchdown to Otis Taylor in the third quarter. NFL Films put a micro- 
phone on Chiefs coach Hank Stram for the game that afternoon, 
and the sound from the voluble coach remains priceless. 


- 4 


‘AL MESSERSCHMIOT 


Stroet & Smith's Pro Football h 39 


‘VERNON J. BIEVER 


October 7, 1984 


Walter Payton carried the Chicago Bears from the bot- 
tom of the league to the top and left his mark every- 
where, The NFL's all-time leading rusher (16,726 
yards), he also holds the single-game record (275 
yards) and ran for over 1,000 yards in each of 10 sea- 
sons. If Payton needed an imprimatur of greatness, 
it came on October 7, 1984, when he broke Jim 
Brown's career rushing record (12,312 yards) in the 
third quarter of a game against New Orleans, Payton 
was hardly-through. He finished that game with 154 
yards on 32 carries and that season became his all- 
time best for rushes (381). He played three more years 


November 17, 1968 


‘The best ending no one saw. With 1:05 left to play 
and the'vets leading Oakland 32-29, NBC pulled the 
plug on the game and went to its featured movie, Hei- 
di. As irate viewers telephoned the network, the 
Raiders came back to win, scoring twice in nine sec- 
onds. Charlie Smith caught a 43-yard touchdown pass 
from Daryle Lamonica and the Raiders then recov- 
ered a fumble of the ensuing kickoff in the end zone. 


JOHN SPRINGER/CORBIS BETTMAN. 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF: 
January 3, 1993 
The Buffalo Bills trailed the visiting Houston Oilers 
35-3 in the third quarter of the AFC championship 
game. Fans streamed out the gates of Rich Stadium 
and a nation sighed in relief: No more Bills in the Super 
Bowl! But backup quarterback Frank Reich, who led 
College football's greatest comeback while at Mary- 
land (against Miami), did it again, The run-and-shoot 
Oilers couldn't take time off the clock and the Bills 
kept coming, with Reich throwing four second-half 
‘touchdown passes. Fans still in the stadium parking 


> lots started pouring back into the stands to cheer. An 


interception by Nate Odomes on Houston’s first pos- 
session in overtime set up Steve Christie’s 32-yard 
field goal for a stunning 41-38 Buffalo victory that 


and was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1993. 


‘APNWIDE WORLD PHOT 


Quite a Christmas present! On December 25, 1971, Miami outlasted Kansas City 27-24 in 
double overtime, the longest game in league history, in the AFC di 
Yepremian kicked a 37-yard field goal 7:40 into the second overtime after missing a long one 
in the “fifth quarter.” The game had to give Chiefs coach Hank Stram flashbacks to a 1962 
playoff against Houston that went to double OT. In the earlier test of wills and staying power, 
Abner Haynes, calling the coin toss for the Chiefs (who were then the Dallas Texans), won it, 
but told the officials, “We'll kick that way.” In trying to choose the wind and not the ball, he 
instead elected to kick, but the Dolphins got the ball and the wind. The Texans won anyway. 
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November 8, 1970 


Tom Dempsey didn’t J0k like other 
NFL kickers. For one thing, he 
approached the ball straight on even 
as football had taken a turn toward 
soccer-style kickers. For another, he'd 
been born without toes on his right 
foot. But this unlikely athlete set a 
record 28 years ago that has endured. 
With the game on the line, Dempsey 
pounded a 63-yard field goal on the 
last play to give the New Orleans 
Saints a 19-17 victory over the Detroit 
Lions. In the 28 seasons since that his- 
toric kick, only two players (Steve Cox 
and Morten Andersen) have made a 
field goal as long as 60 yards. 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 
December 25, 1971 


ional playoffs. Garo 


sent the Bills to their third Super Bowl. 


December 16, 1973 


As the snow swirled at Shea Stadi. | ae 
Ball 


um in New York, Buffalo's 0.J. Simp- 
son broke Jim Brown’s NFL season 
rushing standard (1,863 yards) and 
made his mark in the record book 
by finishing with 2,003 yards in a 14- 
game season. He darted and juked 
behind an offensive line known as 
the Electric Company (they turned 
on the Juice) and gained 108 yards 
in the first half against the sagging 
New York Jets in Weeb Ewbank’s 
lastgame as'their coach. Eric Dick- 
erson and Barry Sanders would lat- 
@f Surpass Simpson's rushing feat, be 
but they did itin 16-game seasons, yates 
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SUPER BOWL XxXIil 
January 31, 1988 


-_ 


The first black quarterback to start a Super Bowl 
bounced back from a painful knee injury to throw 
four touchdown passes in the second quarter, lead- 
ing Washington from a 10-0 deficit to a 42-10 beat- 
ing of Denver in Super Bowl XXII. Doug Williams, who 
had unseated Jay Schroeder as the Redskins’ starter, 
destroyed not only the Broncos but manyong-held 
prejudices against blacks at his position. He’s now. 
head coach at Grambling, where he replaced his’ 
mentor, Eddie Robinson. 


AL MESSERSCHMIDT 


SUPER BOWL V 
January 17, 1971 
The Baltimore rookie calmly punched home 
a 32-yard field goal with five seconds left to 


turnovers, and the Cowboys wasted a great 
opportunity to put the game away early in 
the third quarter when Duane Thomas lost a 
fumble at the Baltimore two-yard line. Line- 
backer Mike Curtis's interception and return 
to the Dallas 28 in the final minute set up the 
sudden leap to fame by O’Brien, who would 
play only three more seasons. 
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SUPER BOWL XVII 
January 30, 1983 
Down 17-13 and facing fourth-and-one from the 
Miami 43 in the final quarter of Super Bowl XVII, 


give the Colts a 16-13 triumph over Dallas 
in Super Bowl V. The game featured 10 | 


‘VERNON J. BIEVER. 


November 14, 1993 

The 325th victory of Don Shula’s distinguished 
career came on November 14, 1993, in Philadel- 
phia. Shula would coach only two more seasons, 
driven from his profession by repeated talk-radio 
assaults and the haunting presencesof the job= 
hunting Jimmy Johnson. He retired with 347 vic- 
tories, including two in the Super Bowl (in six vis- 
its), along with that perfect ’72’Season. 


the Washington Redskins figured it this way: If we 
can’t make one yard, then we don’t deserve to win. 
John Riggins, running behind the famed Hogs, went 
around left end, escaped cornerback Don McNeal's 
grasp, and rumbled into the end zone for the go- 
ahead TD. On Washington’s next possession, Rig- 
gins carried on eight of the 12 plays and Joe The- 
ismann’s six-yard TD pass to Charlie Brown 
secured the first NFL title for coach Joe Gibbs. 
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SUPER BOWL XVIII 
January 22, 1984 

Super Bowl XVIII contained a raft of high- 
lights, but Marcus Allen’s late 74-yard run for 
a touchdown should last a lifetime. That 
game included Jack Squirek’s stunning inter- 
ception and five-yard return for a score just 
before half time, putting the Los Angeles 
Raiders ahead 21-3. Allen finished with a 
record 191 rushing yards and two scores, 
The AFC would not win another Super Bowl 
until Denver upset Green Bay in’1998. 
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SUPER BOWL XXVIII 
January 31, 1993 


Dallas's return as America’s Team crystalized-on 
a sunny Sunday in Pasadena when the Cowboys 
smoked Buffalo 52-17 in Super Bowl XXVIII. They 
forced a record nine turnovers and Troy Aikman 
threw four touchdown passes. Most memorable 
moment: Cowboy defensive tackle Leon Lett’s long 
tun toward the Bills’ goal line seemed sure to result 
in a score, but a hustling Don Beebe caught Lett 
just outside the one-yard line and slapped the ball 
away and out of the end zone. 
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NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 
December 28, 1975, 


Picking one Roger Staubach comeback is a lot like 
picking them all. We'll take the 17-14 playoff vic- 
tory against Minnesota that was secured by 
Staubach’s 50-yard touchdown heave to Drew Pear- 
son with 24 seconds left. Staubach, who led 23 
fourth-quarter comebacks in his brilliant career, 
began moving Dallas from its own 15 with 1:51 left. 
He converted a fourth-and-16 with a pass to Pear- 
son at midfield, then hurled the rainbow that Pear- 
son grabbed at the five and carried in. 
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'ALLSPORT USA 


September 10, 1978 


With 10 seconds left in their game early in the 1978 season, 
the Oakland Raiders needed to find a way to defeat the San 
Diego Chargers. And they did, in their inimitable, rule-bending 
style. Quarterback Ken Stabler, working from San Diego's 14 
with 10 seconds left and down by six points, intentionally fum- 
bled the ball forward as he was corralled by linebacker Woodrow 
Lowe. Running back Pete Banaszak, seeing he'd have no chance 
of advancing the ball, batted it toward the goal line. Tight end 
DaVé'Casperinudged it into the end zone with his foot and fell 
on it for a touchdown. The Raiders won 21-20. The next sea- 
son'the NFL changed its rules so that a fumble in the final two 
Minutes could be advanced only by the player who fumbled. 


December 2, 1985 


Imagine the pressure Miami felt, play- 
ing at home against unbeaten (12-0) 
Chicago. And pressure not just from the 
playoff race. The Dolphins were defend- 
ing Miami’s 17-0 record in 1972, the 
only unbeaten season in NFL history. 
They preserved that distinction for the 
franchise with defense, producing six 
sacks and four takeaways, and with 
quarterback Dan Marino in a 38-24 tri- 
umph on Monday Night Football. The 
Bears did not lose again that season. 
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SUPER BOWL 
xxv November 20, 1978 

January 27, 1991 As statistically impressive 
Buffalo's Super Bowl travails as it was (28 carries for 199 
began in this one. The Bills yards and four touch- 
trailed the New York Giants downs), Earl Campbell's 
= 20-19, but they mounted a furi- bruising of Miami's defense 
ous late drive to set up Scott had to be seen to be appre- 
Norwood's try for the game-win- ciated. The rookie running 
ning field goal from 47 yards. back stirred a national 
The players on the sidelines held audience in a Monday night 
hands, prayed, and watched game in 1978 when he 
J breathlessly as the kick squirt- powered the Houston Oil- 
ed a foot wide to thejright. The ers to a 35-30 victory over 
Bills would go to the next three Super Bowls and lose them all, but none as narrow- the Dolphins. He had an 81- 
ly as this one. No, it wasn’t a great moment for Norwood, but the dramavof the game, yard run for a touchdown 
played amid the tensions of war in Iraq, allowed the nation an appealing distraction, on his final carry. 


SUPER BOWL XV 
January 25, 1981 

No team.had’ever survived the rigors of a wild-card path to 
a Super Bowl title until the Oakland Raiders did it against 
the Philadelphia Eagles. The Raiders enjoyed a week of 
carousing in New Orleans before Super Bowl XV while the 
Eagles chafed under coach Dick Vermeil’s tight reins. It 
showed in the game, as Raiders linebacker Rod Martin inter- 
cepted a Super Bowl-record three passes and Kenny King 
scored on an 80-yard pass from Jim Plunkett in Oakland's 
27-10 celebration. 
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NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 
GAME 


January 20, 1991 

Always the rallying cry of the New York Giants, and 
never more so than in the NFC championship game 
vs. San Francisco at Candlestick Park in 1991. The 
Giants won 15-13 on five Matt Bahr field goals, 
keeping the favored 49ers from a third straight 
Super Bowl. Defensive tackle Erik Howard knocked 
the ball loose from Roger Craig with 2:36 left and 
Lawrence Taylor recovered, allowing backup quar- * 
terback Jeff Hostetler to drive the Giants 33 yards 8 ’ 
in six plays. Bahr hammered home the winner from.“ 
42 yards as time ran out. 


VERNON J, BIEVER 


SUPER BOWL XXI 
January 25, 1987 
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No one will ever know what Phil Simms could have accomplished 
if the San Francisco 49ers, rather than the New York Giants, had 
drafted him in 1979. Instead of working in the West Coast offense, 
‘Simms operated in an East Coast-style attack geared to bad weath- 
er and based on the run. But he got his chance to throw the ball 
in Super Bowl XXI, and he set a record for accuracy in leading the 
Giants to a 39-20 beating of the Denver Broncos. Simms com- 
pleted 22 of 25 passes for 268 yards and three touchdowns, includ- 
ing a record 10 consecutive completions in the second half. He led 
the Giants to five second-half scores and rallied them from a 10-9 
half-time deficit to a 33-10 lead early in the fourth quarter. Simms, 
derided as “Phil Who?” when the Giants drafted him, earned MVP 
honors and finally silenced his critics. 
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NFL DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 
December 26, 1965 
The Baltimore Colts went into the NFL's Western Division 
championship game in 1965 without their two quarterbacks, 
John Unitas and Gary Cuozzo. Pressed into service, halfback 
Tom Matte, reading plays off his wristband, kept the Colts 
alive while the defense stymied Green Bay. But the Packers’ 
Don Chandler kicked a disputed 22-yard field goal to tie the 
game late in regulation and added another field goal for a 
16-13 overtime victory. Chandler's tying kick looked wide to 
the right, and the next season the NFL increased the height 
of the goal posts from 10 feet to 20 feet above the crossbar. 


‘VERNON J. BIEVER. 


MIKE POWELL/ALLSPORT USA 


Steve Young emerged from Joe Montana’s shadow 
in San Francisco's 38-28 NFC championship victo- 
ry over Dallas. Playing in mucky Candlestick Park, 
the 49ers blew out to a 21-0 lead and staved off the 
comeback-minded Dallas Cowboys. Eric Davis 
returned an interception 44 yards for a touchdown 
on the third play of the game, and the 49ers turned 
two quick fumbles into touchdowns. Young threw 
touchdown passes of 29 yards to Ricky Watters and 
28 yards to Jerry Rice and scored on a three-yard 
run to take the 49ers to the Super Bowl. 


December 11, 1990) 


Kansas City linebacker Derrick Thomas ledan 
all-out assault on Seattleyquarterback Dave 
Krieg, recording a record seven of his team's 
nine sacks. But Krieg, on the last play of the 
game, spun out of Thomas's grasp and threw 
a 25-yard touchdown pass to Paul Skanski to 
give the Seahawks a 17-16 victory. “It’s the 
one | missed in the end that I'll remember,” 
“Thomas said afterward. 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 
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December 21, 1974 

It was typical of the'Raiders in the 1970s 
to get great plays from almost every 
player on their roster. With 26 seconds 
remaining in a playoff struggle against 
Miami, the Raiders pulled out an 
improbable 28-26 victory when quar- 
terback Ken Stabler, being wrestled to 
the ground by big Vern Den Herder, 
lobbed a wobbler into the end zone that 
backup running back Clarence Davis 
nabbed in the middle of three defend- 
ers. The Dolphins had taken the lead 
less than two minutes earlier on a 23- 
yard run by Benny Malone. Davis caught 
only 11 passes that season. 
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Champio 


by Larry Felser, Buffalo News 
illustrations by Ray Bartkus 


OHN ELWAY AND THE DENVER 
Broncos won their first NFL 
championship in five appear- 
ances and the AFC, after 13 
years, finally experienced a 
happy ending. But Super Bowl 
XXXII confirmed once again that if a team 
intends to play on the last Sunday in Jan- 
uary, it needs four essential ingredients. 

The first two are obvious: defense and 
quarterback. It is the rare conference 
champion that does not have a strong 
defense. And Super Bowl quarterbacks 
are almost always at the head of their 
class. The Elway-Brett Favre matchup 

last year was typical. Of the last 20 
Super Bow! starters, all but four or five 
were elite quarterbacks. 

There are a number of NFL con- 
tenders with the right quarterback and 
the right defense. Their problem is, 
they lack the other two ingredients. 
In order to reach the top a team 
must have a premier running 

back and an offensive line that 
is at least decent. The line does 
not have to include two or three 
Pro Bowlers, nor is it necessary to 
have 300-pounders from tackle to 
tackle. The Broncos proved that. 


300d Measure 
NVER COACH MIKE SHANAHAN HAD A 
Dice take on our recipe for suc- 
cess. “I disagree with the premise 
about getting by with an offensive line 
that is merely decent,” he said. “That may 
be true of your guards, but you have to 
have an outstanding center and tackles. 
“1 don’t think you could name a bet- 
ter center than our Tom Nalen. Gary 
Zimmerman has been one of the best left 
tackles for a long time. Tony Jones, 
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whom we acquired in a trade with the 
Ravens, was not drafted coming out of 
college, but that doesn’t mean anything 
once a player has proven himself.” 

Nalen was the only lineman voted to 
the Pro Bowl. None of the Broncos’ five 
starters was 300 pounds. The only line- 
man with a pedigree is Zimmerman, who 
had to be coaxed out of the retirement 
which lured him due to a shoulder injury. 
Nalen was a seventh-round pick. Left 
guard Mark Schlereth originally came 
into the National Football League as a 
10th-round pick, and his résumé is clut- 
tered with various surgeries. Right guard 
Brian Habib (who signed with Seattle in 
the off-season) also was originally draft- 
ed in the 10th round—as a defensive line- 
man by Minnesota. 

Green Bay’s line included 
long shots, too. Center Frank 
Winters began NEL life as along 
snapper. Right guard Adam Tim- 
merman was a seventh-rounder. 
And San Francisco, the NFC run- 
ner-up, played with a line on 
which the highest-drafted starter 
was selected in the sixth round. 


Non-smoking 
46 THINK THE BIGGEST RISK IN 
| the draft is to pick an offen- 
sive lineman in a high 
round,” said Marty Schotten- 
heimer, who has been close but 
never close enough to smoke the 
big Super Bowl cigar as coach of 
the Kansas City Chiefs and the 
Cleveland Browns. “You can 
have a 6-7, 325-pounder who 
dominates his opponents in col- 
lege, but most of those oppo- 
nents were smaller and didn’t 
have as many skills. How do 
you know how that guy will perform in 
the NFL, where he will face players as big 
and as talented as he is every week?” 
Offensive linemen, especially in the 
era of free agency, are often the beneficia- 
ries of some of the richest off-season offers. 
Premier players such as Leon Searcy (Jack- 
sonville from Pittsburgh), Howard Ballard 
(Seattle from Buffalo), and Mark Stepnoski 
(Dallas from the Oilers) have made the 
move across lines in recent years, and a 
number of prominent linemen changed 
uniforms in the last off-season. 


The alternative is to have patience 
with the development of players of more 
modest talents and to rely on good offen- 
sive line coaches to mold them into cohe- 
sive units. That's what happened in Den- 
ver with Alex Gibbs, in Green Bay with 
Tom Lovat, and in San Francisco with 
Bob McKittrick. Those three coaches 
have 59 years of NFL experience. 


Back Burners 
ET EVEN A WELL-COACHED, DISCIPLINED, 
cohesive line isn’t much use if it 
lacks a feature back who is able to 
capitalize on its work; someone reliable, 
durable, gritty, and with enough speed 
to help the offense in controlling the tem- 
po of the game. He doesn’t have to be 


Barry Sanders or Gale Sayers. He has to 
be his team’s jackhammer. OJ. Anderson 
was such a back for the Giants when they 
beat Buffalo in Super Bowl XXV. 

The Broncos and the Packers have 
that type of back. Denver's Terrell Davis 
was drafted in the sixth round in 1995. 
He produced more yards faster (over 
1,000 in each of his first three seasons) 
than any late-round back in NFL histo- 
ry. Dorsey Levens, drafted in the fifth 
round by Green Bay in 1994, had his NFL 
coming-out party in 1997. 


“[ agree that you must have a strong, 
defense and an elite quarterback,” said 
Schottenheimer, “and I agree about the 
makeup of the offensive line. I don’t agree 
about having merely a decent running 
back. I’ve been saying for a couple of 
years that Davis isa great back—second 
only to Barry Sanders. When I first said 
it, people thought it was propaganda 
because we were about to play them. It 
wasn’t propaganda. I meant it.” 

By running the football and control- 
ling the tempo, the NFC dominated the 
AFC for 13 straight Super Bowls. The 
NEC gained twice as many cumulative 
rushing yards as the AFC during that 
winning streak. The only variation came 
in Super Bowl XXX, when Pittsburgh 
outgained Dallas, 103 yards to 
56, on the ground. 

In fact, the Cowboys had 
just 254 yards in total offense 
that day. Pittsburgh's running 
allowed it to stage a major come- 
back that might have ended in 
victory except that Larry Brown, 
the Dallas cornerback, inter- 
cepted Neil O'Donnell twice in 
the second half, leading to 14 
points. O'Donnell, incidentally, 
is one of the non-elite quarter- 
backs to start a Super Bow] in the 
Jast 10 years. 

It isn’t necessary to land a 
knockout blow to win a Super 
Bowl. A relentless series of short, 
sharp jabs setting up the occa- 
sional one-two punch are usu- 
ally more effective. Consider 
what the Broncos did to Green 
Bay last January. 


Supercharged 


ITH JUST OVER 10 MINUTES 
to play in the fourth 
quarter and the score 


tied at 24, Denver took possession on its 
18-yard line. The Broncos began to jab. 
Davis went inside left end for 14 yards, 
then up the middle for four. On third- 
and-two he went up the middle for three 
yards and a first down. He had two more 
carries during the possession, each for 
three yards, before Elway’s third-down 
pass fell incomplete and Denver had to 
punt. Tom Rouen’s kick carried to the 
Green Bay 11, where Robert Brooks 


Schottenheimer: The risk is picking an offensive lineman in 
a high round. How do you know he will perform in the NFL? 


as 
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called for a fair catch. 

The Packers’ rookie left tackle, Ross 
Verba, committed two disastrous penal- 
ties, forcing his team to punt from the 
Green Bay 10. The Pack needed Craig 
Hentrich’s best effort. Instead, his 39-yard 
punt was caught by Darrien Gordon on 
the Packer 49. The field had been cut in 
half for Denver with just 3:27 to play. The 
series of short jabs was doing its work. 

“If there is an 80-yard bomb, players 
can put that behind them,” said Schot- 
tenheimer. “They can say, ‘We got beat, 
but it won’t happen again.’ When you 
are giving up four yards, six, ten, two, 
five, eight, twelve, they ask themselves, 
‘Why can’t we stop them? What's wrong 
with us? We're going to lose.’ ” 

To begin Denver’s final push, Davis 
gained two yards inside left end, but 
Darius Holland of the Packers was penal- 
ized for a flagrant face-mask infraction, 
producing a first down on the Green Bay 
32. Elway flipped a pass to fullback 
Howard Griffith for 23 yards to create 
goal-to-go on the eight as the two-minute 
warning sounded. 

Davis went inside left end again for 
seven yards, but Shannon Sharpe was 
holding on the play and the penalty 
pushed the line of scrimmage back to the 
18. It made no difference. Reggie White, 
Gilbert Brown, and some of their Packer 
teammates were gasping for air. Davis 
probed left end again, slashing 17 yards 
to the one. Then Green Bay coach Mike 
Holmgren made his controversial deci- 
sion to allow Davis to walk in for the go- 
ahead touchdown. 

Holmgren, who had lost track of the 
downs, gambled that there was enough 
time (1:45) to send the game into over- 
time. The catch was that there wasn’t 
time enough to allow Levens, who had 
run for 90 yards to that point, to carry the 
ball any jonger. Levens, who ran for 
more yards in each playoff game than 
any Packer before him, would be part of 
the comeback attempt, but as a receiver. 

Fayre connected with Levens for a 
22-yard gain into Denver territory at the 
48. With 1:11 left, Favre hit him again for 
13 yards, with the clock stopping as Lev- 
ens managed to get out of bounds. Favre 
tried him again, but Denver was playing 
Levens tightly. The gain was just four 


yards as the clock continued to run. Lev- 
ens would not touch the ball again and 
Green Bay would not gain another yard. 
Denver had its victory. 


The Right Stuff 

F THE FOUR NECESSARY INGREDIENTS FOR 

success, the most difficult to keep 

intact in the era of free agency is the 
offensive line. Denver lost Habib to Seat- 
tle last winter and is not sure of Zimmer- 
man’s future. San Diego signed Aaron 
Taylor, Green Bay’s left guard. Kirk Scraf- 
ford, the right tackle who played better 
than any of the San Francisco linemen, 
was forced to retire because of injury. 
Pittsburgh lost veteran left tackle John 
Jackson to San Diego, Seattle gained 
Kevin Glover from Detroit and lost Kevin 
Mawae to the Jets, and Kevin Donnalley 
jumped to Miami from Tennessee. 

So who has the right stuff to win in 
1998? Assuming Elway puts off retire- 
ment, Denver is not to be dismissed. 
Green Bay lost important players but 
kept Levens. Jacksonville strengthened 
its defense. Tampa Bay, which has the 
main ingredients, gained experience. 

San Francisco and New England lost 
their chances last season on November 30. 
On that day, Garrison Hearst broke his 
collarbone and the 49ers’ running attack 
stalled. When they met the Packers for the 
NFC title in 3Com Park, the 49ers scored 
their only touchdown on Chuck Levy’s 
95-yard kickoff return. The offense never 
got into Packer territory in the second half. 

The same day Hearst was injured, 
Curtis Martin of the Patriots was lost for 
the season with a shoulder injury. In four 
of the next five games the Pats averaged 
2.8 yards per carry, 2.3, 2.8, and, in the 
7-6 playoff loss to Pittsburgh, 1.9. Quar- 
terback Drew Bledsoe couldn't carry the 
team in Martin’s absence, which became 
permanent when the Patriots chose not 
to match the contract offered Martin by 
the New York Jets in March. 

The addition of Martin elevates the 
Jets in the AFC East. Coach Bill Parcells 
had already improved his line by sign- 
ing Mawae and Chicago guard Todd 
Burger. The missing ingredient in New 
York remains a proven quarterback. 

You can’t leave out any ingredient in 
the Super Bowl recipe for success. il 


Here’s Who's 
Cookin’ in 98 


NFC EAST 
QB RB OL DEF 
ARIZONA oooe 
WASHINGTON ©oo°o 
N.Y. GIANTS oooe 
DALLAS eooe 
PHILADELPHIA o0o000 
NFC CENTRAL 
GREEN BAY eeoe 
TAMPA BAY oeee 
MINNESOTA e @o 
DETROIT oeo°0 
CHICAGO 0000 
NFC WEST 
SANFRANCISCE «=@® © © @ 
CAROLINA 9000 
ATLANTA ooo°o 
NEW ORLEANS o000 
ST. LOUIS o0o00 
AFC EAST 
NEW ENGLAND eooo 
MIAMI ©0000 
BUFFALO ooa00 
NY. JETS oe@oo°o 
INDIANAPOLIS o@00 
AFC CENTRAL 
JACKSONVILLE eooce 
PITTSBURGH © oe 
TENNESSEE oeeod 
CINCINNATI ooo00 
BALTIMORE ©ooo 
AFC WEST 
KANSAS CITY co©oee 
DENVER @eoo 
SEATTLE oeoo 
OAKLAND oooo 
SAN DIEGO oooo°o 


@ EXCELLENT, © FAIR T0 GOOD, © LACKING 
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OMG HE 


Folin. 


The players who are 
making a difference, 
on and off the field. 


by Bill Heller 


Jonathan Ogden 


Jonathan Ogden, the first player ever selected by the Baltimore Ravens, is killing the the- 
ory that offensive linemen should be neither seen nor heard. He was quite visible in the Pro 
Bowl in just his second season, and he certainly sticks out in a crowd at 6-9 and 325 pounds, 
He also got uncommon publicity for a lineman by catching a one-yard touchdown pass in 1996, 

Mostly, though, Ogden is speaking volumes to make a difference in other people’s lives. 
On NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue’s recommendation, Ogden became the first NFL play- 
er named to the National Urban League Board of Trustees last February. He is all of 23 years 
of age. 

“Jonathan is an extremely talented player, but he has also set high standards off the 
field,” Tagliabue said. 

Ogden, who played at UCLA, wasted little time revealing his priorities in Baltimore, 
establishing the Jonathan Ogden Foundation to help students in inner-city schools and 
funding varsity teams at Patterson and Douglas High Schools. He also donates time to the 
Metropolitan Police Boys and Girls Club in Washington, DC. 

“| was the first pick ever in Baltimore, and | wanted to get involved right away,” Ogden 
said. “I want to help those kids who maybe don’t have the same financial backing that | 
had in high school. | want them to achieve greatness through academics and athletics.” 

Of course, being appointed to the National Urban League, which assists African-Amer- 
icans in education, job training, housing, business development, and crime prevention, is 
quite an honor. “It’s special that the commissioner feels that way about me: as a young 
player who has the capability to go out, help in the community, and make a difference,” 
Ogden said. “It feels good that he speaks so highly of me.” 

Others do, too. Imagine that for an offensive lineman. 


TOP: AL MESSERSCHMIDT, BOTTOM: RIC FOGEL/SPORTFOLIO. 
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“Computers are my hobby; football is my career,” Shawn 
Wooden insists, 

That's true for now. The Dolphins’ third-year defensive back 
has personally put many of his teammates and even rival NFL 
coaches on the information superhighway. Asked if football play- 
ers are resistant to computers, Wooden said, “Sometimes. But 
once you convince them to get a computer, they become fasci- 
nated with it just like anybody else.” 

Wooden has been mesmerized by computers since he was a 
kid. “I went over to my friend's house and he had one,” Wooden 
said. “I loved science and math and science fiction, and back then 
science fiction was either about robots or computers.” 

Wooden earned his bachelor of science degree in computer 
science at Notre Dame, where he overcame a serious back oper- 
ation to continue his football career. “Before the surgery, the doc- 
tors told me | had a 25 percent chance to play football again,” 
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Wooden explained, “I'd never had any surgery before that. Before 
| went in, | had to sign a waiver in case | was paralyzed or died. | 
was a little nervous and scared.” 

Doctors corrected his congenital bone problem by fusing two 
vertebrae. Wooden was playing for the Fighting Irish the next sea- 
son. “It hasn't bothered me since,” he said. “I have screws and 
plates in it. My back’s fine now.” 

As are his football career and his priorities. He was second 
on the Dolphins in tackles last year, and he helps several chari- 
ties, including Cystic Fibrosis and the Boys Clubs. “I was very for- 
tunate,” he said. “God gave me the ability to do something to help 
myself and my family. | feel | have a responsibility to help others.” 

Wooden still finds time to keep up with cybernetics, “It’s 
changing every week,” he said, “Every month, more and more peo- 
ple are getting on the Internet.” Thanks to him, a growing number 
are professional football players. 
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a mission. Actually, he is on 
iat missions. He wants to contin- 


and become a | minister, not | nec- 
essarily in that order. 
p Fevalont has alwa ; bet 


action in his rookie se ae uce 
has caught more passes in his 
‘thre 


Ahamstring| injury cost him all 
but one cL al lic first 


Nana including an amazing : show © 

against the Falcons when he 
ht 10 passes for 233 yards 

and two touchdowns, That was the 


best single-game performance in | 


the NFLin’97, 

“When | first came back, my 
timing was off,” Bruce said. “I 
‘wasn’t ready to explode. By the 
time Atlanta rolled around, | was 
feeling pretty good. It was just my. 
luck that they were pl 
one-on-one [coverage].” 

‘the 13th-oldest of 1 


literature professor at Fonth 
erst last his ol as he | c 


a ‘eating lunch with the 


- children at an ean 


mission impossi- 
ble for the dedi- 
cated Bruce. 
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Here’s a scary thought for NFL 
quarterbacks: Michael Strahan is 
improving. “I’m still learning 
things,” the New York Giants’ Pro 
Bowl defensive end said. “I will 
get better.” 

He should, because he has 
played less football than most of 
his peers. When Strahan was 9 
years old, his family relocated to 
Germany, where his father was 
stationed in the U.S. army, 

“| watched football on TV, and 
that was the extent of it,” Strahan 
said, “It was a different lifestyle in 
Germany, a slower pace. | loved it.” 

So did most of his family. His 
parents and three older brothers 
still live there. 

Strahan did not play football 
until his senior year in high 
school, when he returned to his 
native Texas. He got tips from his 
uncle Art, who played in the NFL 
and CFL, 

“He showed me pass-rushing 
techniques and slapped me around 
a little,” Strahan laughed. “But my 
biggest influence was my dad. 
When | told him | couldn't make it 
in football, he said, ‘You can.’ ” 

He did. Strahan attracted the 
attention of the pro scouts while 
at Texas Southern University. He 
was drafted in the second round 
in 1993 by the Giants. 

Last year, Strahan’s 14 sacks 
tied for third in the NFL and came 
close to matching his career total 
of 18. The Giants improved from 
6-10 to 10-51 in coach Jim Fas- 
sel’s first season, becoming the 
first team ever to go undefeated in 
the NFC East (7-0-1). 

“Everybody else around me 
played a lot better,” Strahan said. 
“And with the new coaching staff, 
you didn’t feel the pressure.” 

Strahan has always felt for oth- 
ers. He serves as a spokesman for 
H.E.LP, the nation’s largest provider 
of services for the homeless. 

“Being a professional athlete, 
I can really make a difference,” he 
‘said. “We can always go home to 
a nice house. Think of someone 
who has nowhere to go night after 
night. | can’t imagine that.” 

Opposing offensive coordina- 
tors can’t imagine a way to stop 
the ever-improving Strahan. 
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Darrell Green 


Redskins cornerback Darrell Green has always been driven. 
Before he joined the NFL, he was driving—a furniture truck— 
after he dropped out of college for a year. Fortunately for the Red- 
skins and the thousands of people he has touched along the way, 
Green decided he did not want to spend his life behind a wheel. 
“Basically, | matured,” he said. “I wasn’t finished with football.” 

Green returned to Texas A&l, using the school as a spring- 
board to the NFL, where he became the Redskins’ all-time leader 
in games played (218). He has won two Super Bowl rings. He has 
been to the Pro Bowl seven times and has been named the NFL’s 
Man of the Year. Last season, at the age of 37, he signed a five- 
year contract with the Redskins, At the press conference his fam- 
ily wore T-shirts that said “Darrell Green. Pro Bowl 2000.” Then, 
just for the heck of it, he went onto the field and ran a 40-yard 
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dash in 4.3 seconds, only .15 seconds off his personal best. 

“If you had looked at me when | came into the league, you 
never would have thought this little-bitty guy [now 5-8, 184] could 
last this long in a big man’s game,” said Green. “I think I'll be 
able to run and cover for another three to five years.” 

Redskins coach Norv Turner said, “Darrell leads by exam- 
ple every day, not only on the football field, but also in the com- 
munity.” Green’s off-the-field activities include his involvement 
in the Darrell Green Youth Life Foundation, the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, Big Brothers of America, and the Good 
Samaritan Foundation. 

“Because people know Darrell Green, | can get some doors 
open for fund-raising and getting programs going,” Green 
explained. “Football has allowed me to do those things.” . 
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by Don Pierson 


ere’s a welcome audible: In 1998 pro foot- 
La ball must live up to its Super Bowl rather 
than live it down. Too often the showcase 
event falls so short of the hype that it dampens 
rather than sparks the next season’s expectations. 
This time, the memory of Terrell Davis’s legs 
outdueling Brett Favre’s arm in the sport’s biggest 
game will linger long into the fall, coating what- 
ever happens during the regular season with 
anticipation for the playoffs. 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN ’98 


1. More Running 


On the heels of fabulous seasons by backs Davis, Barry Sanders (right), Jerome Bettis, and 
Dorsey Levens, offensive coordinators will work harder than ever to develop and copy the 
powerful ground attacks that always serve as the foundation for the best teams. 


2. More Blitzing 


To stop the run and pressure the passer, defensive coordinators will step up the zone- 
blitzing schemes and gamble more, leaving themselves vulnerable to big plays. 


3. More Coaches Hugging Quarterbacks 


© 


A new $17.6 billion television contract and 
labor peace until at least the year 2003 make this 
a particularly good time for NFL commissioner 
Paul Tagliabue. Although there are signs that fans 
could eventually weary of buying high-priced tick- 
ets for high-priced stadiums to support high- 
priced players and high-living owners, there are 
at least as many positive signs decorating bleach- 
ers from coast-to-coast: “PRO FOOTBALL IS 
BARRY, BARRY GOOD!” 


, Chicago Tribune 


Observations, 


Coaches who understand quarterbacks are in greater demand than ever. More former quarterbacks are successful coach- 
es, starting with Super Bowl opponents Mike Shanahan and Mike Holmgren and ending with coach of the year Jim Fassel 
and first-year coaches Chan Gailey and Jon Gruden, Regardless of whether a coach has ever played quarterback, any coach 
who can’t understand, identify, instruct, cajole, bond, protect, prod, or coddle his quarterback is doomed. 


_ BACK TO THE POUND 


There will be no better news in the NFL in 1998 than the return 

_ of the Cleveland Browns for 1999. Their historic rebirth, com- 

plete with brand-new Dawg Pound and old colors and logo, 

; teveals the loyalty and resilience of fans near the birthplace 

of pro football, Whether Art Modell made a gigantic mistake 

taking his team to Baltimore or whether Cleveland miscalcu- 

lated the urgency for a new stadium soon will be buried under 
4 an avalanche of dog biscuits. 

Who will coach the team already is a subject of much spec- 

j ulation, with Pittsburgh's Bill Cowher and Green Bay's Mike Holm- 


gren mentioned two years before their contracts expire. Who will 
own the new Browns also is a subject of great interest, not to 
mention principle. The cost is estimated at over $300 million. 
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opinions, and predictions on NFL issues big and small. 


‘N 
x 


COACH OF 
THE YEAR 


Tony Dungy, Buccaneers 
He got a new five-year deal, he scared 
the Packers more than the Broncos 
did last year, and his players believe. 


iE ARMSTEAD 
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~ OVERACHIEVER 
Wayne Chrebet 


There's really no such category as overachievers. Guys like Jets receiver Wayne 

Chrebet are flat-out good football players. It’s the scouts who are under- 
| achievers, refusing to believe there is a place in pro sports for players who. 

might be a tad short or a step slow. Maybe someday an overachieving entre- 
Heck, | een eric after atouch- preneur will start an entire football league of overachievers. First, he would 
down, let alone celebrates. have to lure Steve Tasker out of retirement. 


deserved the Super 
was the first to admit t 


| 
| ; 
UNDERACHIEVER 
Sean Gilbert 
He sat out of football last year, saying $4 million wasn’t enough. That's a stan- 
dard for underachieving. But Gilbert set a record for last laughs when the Car- 


olina Panthers agreed to pay him $45 million for the next seven years, assum- 
ing he decides to show up. 


MOST AMAZING TRADE 


Arizona Cardinals 
For moving up one spot in the draft, the Chargers gave the Cardinals a No. 1 
and a No. 2 pick this spring, next year’s No. 1, and two players, including star 
return man Eric Metcalf. The price of quarterbacks just went up. 
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BEST TEAM MOVES UNDERPAID 


Minnesota Vikings Ryan Longwell 
Keeping John Randle, Robert Smith, Jake Reed, and Todd Steussie (|. to r.) The free-agent rookie place-kicker for 
the Packers (below), playing for the 


WORST TEAM MOVES $131,000 league minimum, replaced 
departed veteran Chris Jacke and 

M i nnesota Vi ki ngs injured draft choice Brett Conway and 

Spending $79.5 million to do it, including $21 million in signing bonuses, which made /all $8 rextraipolnts;.aileague 


gives author Tom Clancy fodder for what could be his new conspiracy thriller, high; andi23i¢f 20 field Goals forithie 


2 defending Super Bowl champions. 
The Revenge of Roger Headrick. RUNNER-UP: Bobby Hoying 


Philadelphia finally found its quarter- 
back at the bottom of the pay scale. 
He made $205,000 last year and was 
the fifth-rated quarterback in the NFC, 
ahead of, among others, Troy Aikman. 


BEST FREE AGENT SIGNINGS 


Washington Redskins 
They came up with not one but two prime defensive linemen in Dana Stub- 
blefield (below, left) and Dan Wilkinson (below, right). 
RUNNER-UP: San Diego Chargers Rectified mistake of letting Natrone 
Means go. Re-signed Means, along with three big-time blockers: John Jack- 
son, Aaron Taylor, and Roman Fortin. But will coach Kevin Gilbride run? 


OVERPAID 


Leslie O’Neal 
He had 10 sacks at age 33, but his 
cap number of $3.167 million made 
him the highest-paid defensive end 
in the game. The Rams cut him. 
RUNNERS-UP: Quentin Coryatt 
The Colts’ linebacker was in on alot 
of tackles, but for $3.5 million, he just 
doesn’t make enough big plays. 
Bryan Cox At $3.25 million, Cox was 
more of a distraction to the Bears 
than an attraction. Ray Buchanan 
He played better as the season pro- 
gressed, but the Falcons aren’t good 
enough to employ a $4 million cor- 
nerback. Neil O’Donnell For $3.65 
million, you would think Bill Parcells 
WORST FREE AGENT SIGNINGS would have allowed his quarterback 


to throw the important passes in the 


Philadelphia Eagles Jets’ final regular-season game 
After losing out on bigger names, they settled for Keith Sims, Bill Johnson, and against the Lions. Instead, intercep- 
George Hegamin. But a trade for Hugh Douglas might help the pass rush. tions by a third-stringer and a half- 
RUNNER-UP: Baltimore Ravens Just as they get rid of Bam Morris, they back kept the Jets from the playoffs. 


rush out and sign Roosevelt Potts. This list could go on. 
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Brett Favre 

Sometimes the Packers! quarterback (above) appears to 
be toying with teams, inviting competition as incentive for 
him to perform. He was goading Tampa Bay’s Warren 
Sapp as much as Sapp was jawing with him in the NFC 
divisional playoffs. 

RUNNERS-UP: Brad Johnson Before he got hurt, Min- 
nesota’s quarterback was by far the best passer in the 
fourth quarter, hitting 11 touchdowns and only two inter- 
ceptions. His fourth-quarter efficiency rating was 111.8, 
better than that of anyone else. Carnell Lake He was the 
Steelers’ most versatile player, switching from strong safe- 
ty to cornerback for the last eight games. 


WORST PLAYER 
UNDER PRESSURE 


Lawrence Phillips 

Not only was this troubled kid unable to cope with the 
mental pressures of the big time, he wasn’t even in decent 
physical shape for the challenge. 

RUNNER-UP: Scott Mitchell The Detroit quarterback 
has the NFC's top-ranked offense surrounding him and 
has shown flashes of competence, but too often he falls 
short in big games, 
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OVERWEIGHT 


Gilbert Brown 


After a great year in 1996, Brown 
was hampered by injury in 1997. Still 
a force in the middle because of a 
rare combination of bulk and quick- 
ness, the 350-plus pound Brown is 
looking at a short career. 


OVERAGE 


Warren Moon 

He’s setting standards for quality 
quarterbacking at an advanced age. 
Not even George Blanda played so 
well so consistently for so long as 
the 42-year-old (in November) Seat~- 
tle wonder. Blanda played until he 
was 48, but he never saw extended 
time after 39. 

RUNNER-UP: Darrell Green When 
he turned 37 last year, the Redskins’ 
cornerback celebrated by running 
faster than ever. Just think when he 
gets to be 40, Sydney Olympics, here 
he comes. 


OVERLOOKED 
Mark McMillian 


It's easy to overlook a 5-6 corner- 
back, especially one who doesn't 
even start. But McMillian (below) 
intercepted eight passes, returning 
three for touchdowns for the Chiefs. 
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ON THE SPOT 


Dan Marino 
Thanks to John Elway, Marino (right) feels 
like the abandoned twin. After setting more 
passing records than will fit on his Hall of 
Fame plaque, the Miami Dolphins’ quarter- 
back is left alone to ponder the question: 
“Do you think your career will be tainted if 
you never win a Super Bowl?” 

To help him, Dolphins coach Jimmy John- 
son vows to run more, which means Marino 
will pass less. Johnson even fired offensive 
coordinator Gary Stevens and replaced him 
with running backs coach Kippy Brown to 
make good on the promise to have Marino 
hand off. This puts Johnson squarely on the 
same spot as his quarterback. 


Ricky Watters 


The Rickster lives on the spot no matter where he plays. He arrives in Seattle 
fresh from his stale act in Philadelphia, where he did more complaining than 
producing. The Seahawks will profit only if he shuts up and runs. When he 


does, he’s pretty good. 


Dana Stubblefield 


The defensive player of the year jumped San Francisco for Washington and a 
six-year, $36 million contract and immediately begged off the spot, declaring 


himself a mere cog in the wheel. What about those 15 sacks? 


BREAKOUT 
PLAYERS 


Jake Plummer 

With new offensive coordinator Marc 
Trestman, last year's top rookie quar- 
terback (left) hopes for a full season of 
magic in Arizona. Plummer wears the 
same number as Joe Montana, and he 
has some of the same qualities as the 
future Hall of Famer. 


Brian Williams 
Lost amid Green Bay defensive stars 
LeRoy Butler, Reggie White, Gilbert 
Brown, and Eugene Robinson, versa- 
tile linebacker Williams is about to 
introduce himself as an all-pro. 


Tony Brackens 
Jacksonville's defensive end (left), at 
age 23, is starting his third season. 
Soon the sacks will make him famous. 


Jeff Hartings 


The young Detroit guard blocks for the 
best runner in the game, but Barry 
Sanders has become even better since 
the arrival of Hartings. 
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by Anthony L. Gargano, New York Post 


t's O.K, to believe what you see some- 
times. Yes, it’s hard. You're jaded. Yet you 
want to believe the hype. So this one time, 
try itagain. Believe in Peyton Manning: a 
true southern hero and the first pick, by 
Indianapolis, in the 1998 NFL draft. 

Last year, Manning was unquestionably 
the top pick in the draft, but he chose to 
return to Tennessee for his final season. This 
year, the Colts flirted with the idea of tak- 
ing Washington State's Ryan Leaf—the oth- 
er franchise quarterback—at No. 1. In the 
end, they agreed with Chargers quarter- 
backs coach June Jones, who said, “Peyton 
is as advanced mentally as anyone I’ve seen 
coming out of school.” 

Manning wants to play right away. “I 
think the sooner you take your bumps and 
bruises, the better off you’ll be in the long 
run,” he said. “It’s up to me to study as hard 
as I can so that when [I] do get thrown to the 
fire, [I/II] have some chance of success.” 

No doubt the Colts will enjoy some of 
that success in time. 

Now let's take a look at the rest of the ‘98 
draft, sorting through the bold, the brainy, 
and the boneheaded. 
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1; Curtis Enis is all 
smiles after being 
selected fifth by 
Chicago. 2: Charles 
Woodson and his 
family are pumped 
about his future 

in Oakland. 3: Enis, 
Ryan Leaf, Peyton 
Manning, and 
Woodson (left to 
right) pose with 
NFL commissioner 
Paul Tagliabue. 

4: No. 1 overall pick 
Manning shares 
the spotlight with 
his dad, Archie 
Manning. lo. 2 
pick Leaf ponders 
his future as San 
Diego's franchise 
quarterback. 
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PLAYER 
Peyton Manning 
Ryan Leaf 

‘Andre Wadsworth 
Charles Woodson 
Curtis Enis 

Grant Wistrom 
Kyle Turley 

Greg Ellis 

Fred Taylor 
Duane Starks 
Tra Thomas 
Keith Brooking 
Takeo Spikes 
Jason Peter 
‘Anthony Simmons 
Kevin Dyson 
Brian Simmons 
Robert Edwards 
Vonnie Holliday 
Terry Fair 

Randy Moss 
Tebucky Jones 
Mo Collins 
Shaun Williams 
Donovin Darius 
Alan Faneca 
Victor Riley 

R.W. McQuarters 
John Avery 
Marcus Nash 


Leon Bender 
Jerome Pathon 
Corey Chavous 
Jacquez Green 
Tony Parrish 
‘Anthony Clement 
Robert Holcombe 
Flozell Adams 
Sam Cowart 
Cameron Cleland 
Jeremy Stat 
Pat Johnson 
Artrell Hawkins 
Patrick Surtain 
Brian Kelly 
‘Samar Rolle 
Todd Weiner 
Stephen Alexander 
Kenny Mixon 
Germane Crowell 
Kailee Wong 
Tony Simmons 
Bob Hallen 

Rod Rutledge 
Joe Jurevicius 
Dorian Boose 
Cordell Taylor 
Jeremy Newberry 
Mikhael Ricks 
Charlie Batch 
Eric Brown 


Chuck Wiley 
Jon Ritchie 
Olin Kreutz 
Leonard Little 
Chris Conrad 
Scott Frost 
Robert Hicks 
Skip Hicks 
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EG. Green 
Jeremiah Trotter 
Mitch Marrow 
Jammi German 
Steve Foley 
‘Ahman Green 
Dainon Sidney 
‘Mike Gott 

Brad Jackson 


30. Ramos McDonald 
Chris Floyd 
Larry Shannon 
Greg Spires 
Jamie Duncan 
Allen Rossum 
Jonathan Quinn 
Kevin Williams 
Rashaan Shehee 
Chris Ruhman 
Jonathan Brown 
Brian Griese 
Hines Ward 


DB 
RB 
WR 
DL 
LB 
DB 
OB 
DB 
RB 
OL 
DL 
QB 


ROUND 4 


Steve McKinney 
‘Alonzo Mayes 
Michael Pittman 
‘Az-Tahir Hakim 
Fred Weary 
Roland Wiliams 
Julian Pittman 
Michael Myers 
Tavian Banks 
Lorenzo Bromell 
Omar Brown 
‘Todd Washington 
Glen Steele 
Donald Hayes 
Joe Salave’a 
DeShone Myles 
Gennaro DiNapoli 
Kivuusama Mays 
Jason Fabini 
Brandon Whiting 
Shawn Barber 
Tim Dwight 
Leonta Rheams 
Clarence Love 
DeShea Townsend 
Harry Deligianis 
Lance Schulters 
Greg Favors 


Roosevelt Blackmon DB 


Curtis Alexander 
Carlos King 


Cecil Chase 
Terry Hardy 
Cedric Harden 
Jeremy Brigham 
Robert Williams 
Raymond Priester 
Darren Hambrick 
Jonathan Linton 
Wilmont Perry 
Ryan Sutter 
Casey Dailey 
Antony Jordon 
Jerry Jensen 
Jason Simmons 


Blake Spence 
Tobiath Myles 
John Wade 
Eric Bateman, 
Corey Bradford 
Phil Ostrowski 
Travian Smith 
Chris Howard 


Bon Rogers 
Gilford ivory 
Scott MeGarrahan 
Chris Draft 

Zack Walz 


Glenn Rountree 

Fred Coleman 

Chris Bordano 

Cari Hansen DL 
Eric Ogbogu OL 
Sammy Williams OL 
Damien Richardson DB 
Elijah Williams DB 
Jason Tucker 

Lee Wiggins DB 
Bobby Shaw 

Patrick Palmer 

Nathan Strikwerda OL 
John Dutton 0B 
Matt Birk OL 
Chris Brazzell 

James Cannida DL 
Harold Shaw = RB 
Todd Pollack TE 
Chris Fuamatu-M'afal RB 
Lemanzer Williams DL 
Fred Beasley RB 
Derrick Ransom DL 
Kevin McLeod RB 
Dustin Johnson RB 
Shevin Smith DB 
Jamaal Alexander DB 
Ryan Olson DL 
Matt Hasselbeck 0B 
leell Reese DB 
Patrick Mannelly OL 


ROUND 7 
‘Aaron Taylor 
David Terrell 
Alvis Whitted 
Phil Savoy 
Jon Haskins 
Lawrence Hart 
Viiami Maumau. 
Jason McEndoo 
Victor Allotey 
Ephraim Salam 
Trey Teague 
Ken Oxendine 
Marous Parker 
Henry Slay 
‘Andy McCullough 
Jimmy Spratte 
Antwaune Ponds 
Chris Liwienski 
Chester Burnett 
George Cousins 
sim Bundren 
Jason Andersen 
Chance McCarty 
Ben Fricke 
Brandon Tolbert 
Ryan Thelwell 
Eric Warfield 
Chad Overhauser 
Edwin Watson 
Nate Wayne 
Chris Akins 
‘Angel Rubio 
Damian Vaughn 
Tarik Smith 
Emest Blackwell 
‘Tony Darden 
Pat Tilman 
Antonio Fleming 
dim Turner 
Kevin Long 
Vince Amey 
Cory Gaines 
Moses Moreno 
Ron Janes 
Kio Sanford 
David Sanders 
Jason Chorak 
Rodrick Monroe 
Kamil Loud 
Ron Warner 
Melvin Thomas 
Cam Quayle 


Arizona 
Cardinals 


Bow your head in thanks. Finally, the 
end of Desert Mourn. The Cardinals 
should be a contender this fall in the 
NFC East with the addition of Florida 
State DE Andre Wadsworth. Perhaps 
the best player in the draft, Wadsworth 
joins a line that is already fearsome 
with Eric Swann (the No. 6 pick in 
1991), Simeon Rice (No. 3 in ‘96), and 
Mark Smith. By trading places in the 
draft with the Chargers, the Cardinals 
were also able to grab Vanderbilt safe- 
ty Corey Chavous with an extra pick 
in the second round, add another 1999 
first-round pick, and obtain explosive 
kick-return man Eric Metcalf and line- 
backer Patrick Sapp. The rest is up to 
exciting second-year quarterback Jake 
the Snake Plummer. 


Atlanta 
Falcons 


Just give coach Dan Reeves time. His 
Falcons wisely resisted the temptation 
to trade up and allowed Georgia Tech 
LB Keith Brooking to fall to them at the 
No. 12 spot. Brooking could be the best 
linebacker in the draft. Second-round 
pick Bob Hallen of Kent could be the 
premier center. The jury remains out on 
Miami WR Jammi German, who has 
not played since 1995 because of a sus- 
pension and an injury and who must 
quickly develop into a deep threat to 
replace the departed Bert Emanuel. The 
Falcons also added Iowa WR Tim 
Dwight, who could become another all- 
around contributor in the mold of for- 
mer Buffalo star Steve Tasker. 


Baltimore 
Ravens 


Personnel director Ozzie Newsome has 
proved to be a sound appraiser of tal- 
ent, and he seems to have had another 
solid draft. The Ravens needed a cor- 
nerback to replace Antonio Langham 
and got the best one in the draft 
(Charles Woodson notwithstanding) in 
Miami's swift Duane Starks. The only 
question: Was Starks worth the 10th 
overall pick? Baltimore also needed a 
speedy wideout to replace Derrick 
Alexander and got one, too, with Pat 
Johnson of Oregon in the second round. 


Street & Smith's Pro Foothall ” 


‘TOP: SCOTT D'ERRICO; BOTTOM: JAMES D. SMITH. 


This grade is for Rob Johnson, whom 
the Bills acquired from Jacksonville for 
first- and fourth-round picks. Buffalo 
needed a quarterback since Jim Kelly 
wasn’t coming back, and talented young 
ones like Johnson, who is entering his 
fourth year, are tough to find. The Bills 
also made the best of the No. 39 pick by 
taking Florida State LB Sam Cowart, 
whom some considered a first-rounder. 
The Bills later addressed another need 
by taking offensive lineman Robert 
Hicks of Mississippi State. 


Carolina 
Panthers 


Didn't the Panthers realize before the 
draft that they had a good chance of 
landing Sean Gilbert with that $46.5 
million offer (which includes a $10 mil- 
lion signing bonus) over seven years? 
Wouldn't it have been wise of them not 
to use their first three picks on defen- 
sive linemen? Turns out, the Panth 
did get Gilbert—for the low, low price 
of first-round picks in 1999 and 2000 
as compensation—and they also got 
defensive linemen Jason Peter of 
Nebraska, Chuck Wiley of LSU, and 
Mitch Marrow of Penn. Yes, the line 
was a problem, but if you remember, 
Carolina did not make the Super Bowl 
last season. So they did have other 
voids to fill. 


Chicago 
Bears 


Does this make sense? T] signed 
Edgar Bennett to a multimillion-dollar 
deal and then added Penn State RB 
Curtis Enis with the No. 5 overall pick 
to an already crowded backfield? Con- 
trary to most opinions, yes, because 
Enis will be a star and Bennett the best 
third-down specialist and backup tail- 
back in football. Now for the bad-news 
Bears. Though they got help in the 
fourth round at tight end with Okla- 
homa State's Alonzo Mayes (a talented 
athlete who could be a steal or veal 
since he reportedly failed a combine 
drug test) and in the second round at 
safety with Washington's Tony Parrish, 
they didn’t do anything to improve a 
paper-soft front seven on defense. 


After flopping picks with San Diego, Arizona 


still landed Wadsworth, who has all the tools 
to be a dominant defensive end. Scouts com- 
pare him to Bruce Smith. He has the size and 
strength to stop the run and the speed and 
explosiveness to sack quarterbacks, Teamed 
with Eric Swann and Simeon Rice, Wadsworth 
lifts the Cardinals’ front four among the best 
in the league—and the unit is coached by for- 
mer Steel Curtain star Joe Greene. In addition 
to his abilities as a smart, inexhaustible play- 
er, Wadsworth brings a reputation as a mod- 
el citizen with a winning attitude. 


Curtis Enis | 
A 


In a draft loaded with quality backs, Enis 
emerged as the only clear-cut franchise run- 
ner, and Chicago just couldn’t pass on his tal- 
ent. Combining power and speed, Enis will be 
right at home in the NFC Central, where smash- 
mouth football reigns. He has quick feet and 
exceptional hands for a back of his size, the 
strength to fight for the short yards, and the 
mentality of a linebacker, a position he once 
played, He joins Edgar Bennett in the backfield, 
but coach Dave Wannstedt likes his versatility 
and toughness and believes Enis is the guy to 
carry the Bears into the year 2000. 


Cincinnati 


Bengals Git 


The Benglas had a purpose in this 
draft: Bulk up on linebackers to bolster 
defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau’s 
sagging 3-4 defense. They chose three 
in the first three rounds, and two of 
them—Takeo Spikes of Auburn and 
Brian Simmons of North Carolina—are 
potential stars. The Bengals also 
grabbed Steve Foley, a converted end, 
from Northeast Louisiana. Cincinnati 
certainly had other needs, but one 
brick at a time, right? 


Dallas 
Cowboys 


Cowboys owner Jerry Jones manned 
the war room and opted for North Car- 
olina DE Greg Ellis after Nebraska’s 
Grant Wistrom didn’t fall to them in the 
eighth spot. Ellis might be a reach, but 
6-7, 330-pound Michigan State OT 
Flozell Adams wasn’t a reach in Round 
2—as long as he’s learned his lesson 
after eating himself out of the firs 
round. Jones did miss something, 
though. No, not former coach Barry 
Switzer, but a wide receiver. Wouldn’t 
Marshall’s Randy Moss have been a 
perfect Cowboy? 


Denver 
Broncos 


If only to entice John Elway to stick 
around a little longer, the Broncos gift- 
wrapped Tennessee WR Marcus Nash 
as their first-round pick for him. Can 
Nash, who was on the receiving end of 
Peyton Manning's tosses, be a star with 
someone like Elway throwing him 
trikes? Certainly, even though Nash's 
speed is questionable. Of course, some- 
day soon it might be Michigan’s Brian 
Griese leading him over the middle. To 
prepare for the coldest day ever in Col- 
orado (that is, Elway’s retirement), the 
Broncos took Griese with the 91st pick. 
That could be good thinking, since 
most scouts felt Griese was the third- 
best quarterback (a distant third, mind 
you) in the draft, behind franchise play- 
ers Manning and Ryan Leaf. Talk about 
good fortune. Griese now goes from a 
national championship team in Michi- 
gan to a Super Bowl title team. Will he 
ever go to Disney World? Stay tuned. 


Taylor's stock rose on the heels of a private 


workout before the draft when he flashed his 
impressive speed. Sometimes overshadowed 
by the Florida Gators’ vaunted passing attack, 
he exploded in 1997 for 117.5 yards rushing 
per game and 13 touchdowns. Taylor is a big 
back who plays even bigger than his size (6- 
0, 227) and has the quick feet to make defend- 
ers miss. He is a natural talent with excellent 
balance, deceptive quickness, and a big heart. 
The Jaguars won't wait to hand Taylor the 
starting tailback spot vacated by Natrone 
Means, and they won't miss a step. 


The Colts might erase a history of first-round 
blunders, including failed attempts at John 
Elway and Jeff George, with the selection of 
Manning, the No. 1 overall pick. Manning has 
been groomed for the NFL by his father, for- 
mer Saints star Archie Manning, and stayed in 
school for all four years, further polishing his 
skills for the pros. He will work behind an 
improving offensive line and with a resurgent 
Marshall Faulk. Manning compares favorably 
to Troy Aikman in size, arm strength, accura- 
cy, and mobility. In his four years as a starter 
at Tennessee, the Vols went 39-5. 


Don’t understand the thinking here— 
unless coach Bobby Ross is sending a 
signal to his underachieving starters. 
The Lions have two fine young cor- 
nerbacks in Bryant Westbrook and 
Kevin Abrams, whom they used first- 
and second-round picks on last year, 
and then they take Tennessee CB Terry 
Fair in the first round this past spring. 
They have big cash tied up in Scott 
Mitchell, and they take Eastern Michi- 
gan QB Charlie Batch with their sec- 
ond-round pick. They have one of the 
best receiving groups in football, and 
they add Virginia WR Germane Crow- 
ell. Is it me? Isn’t the draft supposed to 
be for needs? 


Pees | [i 
Maybe the Packers weren’t sure whether 
God was going to talk defensive tackle 
Reggie White into playing one more sea- 
son, Whatever, they made a fine move 
to trade with Miami's Jimmy Johnson to 


move up to the 19th slot and snag North 
Carolina DT Vonnie Holliday, a project- 


ed top 10 pick. Leave it to brilliant Green 
Bay GM Ron Wolf, who thinks Holliday 
may be able to play end. The Packers 
needed to shore up a graying and 
plumping defensive line, and they also 


got Tennessee end Jonathan Brown. The 


rich got riche! 
Pah: 


Indianapolis 
It took no mastermind—only a 3-13 


record—to take Peyton Manning, even 
over Ryan Leaf. But the Colts showed 
some smarts by surrounding Manning 
with key components later in the draft. 
In the second and third rounds, they 
landed speedy WRs Jerome Pathon of 
Washington and E.G. Green of Florida 
State. On the second day of the draft, 
they fortified a beefed-up offensive line 
by signing free-agent guard Tom Mys- 
linski of Pittsburgh, 297-pound Steve 
McKinney, a converted DT from Texas 
A&M, and Nebraska's Aaron Taylor, the 
Outland Trophy winner. GM Bill Polian 
built the Bills into a powerhouse, and 
he seems well on his way to doing the 
same in Indianapolis. 


Jacksonville 


Jaguars @. B 


Don’t ever question Jacksonville coach 
Tom Coughlin. Word was the Jaguars, 
with their two picks in the first round, 
were going to trade with the Bears to 
land Penn State’s Curtis Enis. Instead, 
they stayed put and drafted Florida RB 
Fred Taylor (who needs to cut down on 
his fumbles) and hard-hitting $ Donovin 
Darius of Syracuse. Taylor takes over for 
the departed Natrone Means; Darius 
will help on run support in a division 
that features Jerome Bettis and Eddie 
George. The Jags improved their gener- 
ous secondary with second-round pick 
Cordell Taylor, a CB from Hampton. 


‘The Chiefs need a running back as bad- 
ly as Marty Schottenheimer needs a 
Super Bowl. And what do they do in 


the first round? Pass on Illinois RB 
Robert Holcombe in favor of OT Victor 
Riley. O.K., they needed help on the 
line, but did they need a guy who feud- 
ed with his Auburn coach (Terry Bow- 
den), who has been called lazy, and 
who has a tendency to eat too many 
sludge burgers? Oh, they did get their 
back in the third round: a second-tier 
one in the injury-prone Rashaan She- 
hee of Washington. The only bright 
note is that he fits their system since he 
can catch the ball out of the backfield. 
Miami 
Dolphins 
We're big, fans of Jimmy Johnson, but 
the Miami coach outslicked himself in 
this draft. The Dolphins—who needed 
a defensive tackle badly after losing out 
on free agents Sean Gilbert, John Ran- 
dle, and Chester McGlockton—could 
have had one in the first round with- 
North Carolina’s Vonnie Holliday. 
Johnson didn’t expect him to slip to 19, 
so he traded the pick to Green Bay. He 
ended up with third-down back John 
Avery of Mississippi. That was a sur- 
prising choice in the first round, espe- 
cially since Miami does not need anoth- 
er part-time back. The Dolphins’ grade 
could go up, however, if the two No. 2 
and the two No. 3 selections Johnson 
used primarily for defense pan out. 


‘TOP: SCOTT D’ERRICO; BOTTOM: ROSS F. DETTMAN 


TOP: SCOTT D'ERRICO; BOTTOM: ROSS F, DETTMAN 


Minnesota 


Vikings oe: 


Kudos to the Vikings. They didn’t 
believe the dope about Marshall WR 
Randy Moss, whom you just know will 
bea star someday. Remember how War- 
ren Sapp fell? Who remembers his “off- 
the-field problems” now? Yes, Moss is 
a potential worry, but his star potential 
makes you forget, especially with the 
21st pick. Besides, Minnesota coach 
Dennis Green is hoping Moss's good- 
guy brother, Eric, can help control 
Randy. The Vikes, who took a gamble 
with Stanford DE/LB Kailee Wong in 
the second round, also addressed a hole 
at cornerback by trading for Jimmy 
Hitchcock and nabbing Ramos McDon- 
ald of New Mexico in the third round. 


New England 
Patriots 


Don’t know if this draft will get New 
England back to the Super Bowl, but it 
should help. The Patriots had six of the 
first 83 picks, and all six will probably 
make the team, starting with Georgia 
RB Robert Edwards. The Pats thought 
about trading up to get Curtis Enis to 
replace the departed Curtis Martin, but 
they settled on Edwards (the third-best 
RB on most boards) at No. 18 and S 
Tebucky Jones of Syracuse at No. 22. 
The Pats took a gamble with 6-1 WR 
Tony Simmons, who has speed and tal- 
ent but who also was said to be lazy at 
Wisconsin. TE Rod Rutledge of Alaba- 
ma, FB Chris Floyd of Michigan, and 
DE Greg Spires of Florida State were all 
solid picks. 


New Orleans 
Saints & 


Mike Ditka loves to roll the bones at his 
favorite riverboat casino, but Iron Mike 
showed great restraint in the draft. He 
wisely took OT Kyle Turley with the 
seventh pick instead of reaching for a 
skill player who wasn’t there. Turley of 
San Diego State serves the Saints’ plan 
of building through the trenches. TE 
Cameron Cleeland, a second-round pick 
from Washington who is a solid block- 
er with decent hands, also helps. The 
Saints made up for key free-agent loss- 
es in the secondary by selecting CB Fred 
Weary of Florida in the fourth round. 


Randy Moss 


The Giants needed help on their offen- 
sive line, but how do you pass up S 
Shaun Williams? You don’t. The big hit- 
ter from UCLA can help further elevate 
the club’s already solid defense. The 
real question with this year’s draft will 
be Penn State WR Joe Jurevicius. He’s 
got sticky hands and a scent for the end 
zone, but will his foot speed get him 
there in the NFL? He reminds the 
team’s followers of former Jint Ed 
McCaffrey, though Jurevicius is a big- 
ger version, Purdue WR Brain Alford 
adds speed and depth to a shallow 
spot, but how much quality? 


New York 
Jets 


How’s this for a draft? Bill Parcells and 
Curtis Martin represented the Jets’ first 
three picks. Martin is a premier back, 
but is he durable enough? Noto sure. 
Anyway, at least Parcells is helping the 
Patriots rebuild. He will also surrender 
a No. 1 next year to New England, the 
price the Jets must pay for signing Par- 
cells. When the Jets finally did pick, 
they gambled on Washington State DE 
Dorian Boose and later on ex-Nebras- 
ka QB Scott Frost, whom they want to 
play safety. The Jets selected 11 players, 
but few will do more than push the 
starters. Tuna meltdown? 


Oaktand 
Raiders 


Maybe the devil's curse of being your 
local gangsta’s favorite team is finally 
waning. The Raiders, with Al Davis 
and new coach Jon Gruden manning 
the war room, had a fabulous draft, 
beginning with no-brainer pick Charles 
Woodson, the Heisman Trophy win- 
ning CB, kick returner, and part-time 
offensive player from Michigan. In all, 
Oakland got four potential starters in 
Woodson, Florida OT Mo Collins, 
Washington DT Leon Bender (a young 
Chester McGlockton whom the Raiders 
took with the controversial compen- 
satory pick at No. 31), and FB Jon 
Ritchie, whose good hands fit nicely 
with Gruden’s Jersey Shore offense. 
The draft brings much-needed enthu- 
siasm to Oakland. 


The Vikings’ wide-receiver corps was arguably 
the best in the NFL. With the addition of Moss, | 
it is downright scary. Moss joins his brother, |} 


offensive lineman Eric, in Minnesota, where he 


Cris Carter and Jake Reed. There is no ques- 
tioning his abilities. Moss earned the nickname 
“The Freak,” as in freak of nature, for his i} 
unequaled blend of talent: He combines 4.3 | 
speed in a big target with excellent hands, the 
ideal blueprint for an NFL wide receiver. In only 
two seasons at Marshall, he racked up 173 
catches for 3,529 yards and 54 touchdowns. 


Charles Woolson 
—— 


By selecting Woodson, the Raiders fill three 
pressing needs: They inject youth into an aging” 
secondary, add an impact defender with bi 
play potential, and gain a player wil 

ual star power. The Heisman Trophy winner }j 
was the best pure athlete in the draft, com- 
bining skill and instinct. Woodson’s contribu- 
tions won't be limited to defense. He upgrades 
Oakland's special teams as a kick returner and 
conceivably could see time at receiver. He has 
great vision, soft hands, and deceptive clos- 
ing speed. Woodson instantly improves one of 
the NFL's most underachieving defenses. 


in just two years at Washington State has San 


|| Diego charged up over his untapped poten- }} 


| tial. General manager Bobby Beathard paid a 

steep price to trade up one spot in the draft 
'}} to select Leaf. What San Diego gets is a fran- 
| chise quarterback with excellent physical 
attributes, a strong arm, and enormous nat- 

ural ability. Thanks to a completely overhauled 
offensive line and the return of Natrone 
Means, Leaf will assume the starting job in 
j| time to face Peyton Manning in Week 5. 


Oe 
{| What Wistrom may lack in size (he played at 


255 last year) he makes up for in effort. The 
two-time All-America and 1997 Lombardi 
Award winner works diligently on and off the 
field, bulking up in the off-season. An excel- 
+] lent student, he has solid technique and 

smarts and is relentless on the pass rush. 
Wistrom uses his hands well to fight off blocks 
and relies on his speed and instincts to chase 
down the ball carrier. Nebraska’s career 
record holder with 58.5 tackles-for-loss, he 
steps right in on the Rams’ line as a replace- 
ment for the departed Leslie O'Neal. 


| FSU’s Tra Thomas should be better 


i) breaker for Bobby Hoying (say, Randy 


have been the No. 1 overall pick. His success |] 


| certainly not as much fun as buying a 


| St Louis 


ee 


Philatle 
Eagles 


Don’t the Eagles take an offensive line- 
man in the first round every spring? 


than the previous busts of this decade, 
but the Eagles could have used a game- 


Moss or Kevin Dyson), one better than 
Jeff Graham, whom they acquired from 
the New York Jets for a pick. They also 
traded a draft choice to the Jets for DE 
Hugh Douglas, which was a strong 
move, but they reached for Stephen F. 
Austin LB Jeremiah Trotter and Notre 
Dame CB Allen Rossum in the third 
round. One question: When will Jeff 
Lurie’s mom open up the purse strings? 


Pittsturgh 
Steelers 


Choosing a lineman in the first round 
(or with your first three picks, as the 
Steelers did) is like taking your car to 
get an oil change. It’s not much fun— 


new car—but it’s something you have 
to do at times. The Steelers needed to 
upgrade the line on both sides of the 
ball, and they did that with LSU OG 
Alan Faneca, Arizona State DT Jeremy 
Staat, and Fresno State OT Chris Con- 
rad, all whom were ranked among the 
draft’s top 60 players. Another solid 
weekend for GM Tom Donahoe. And 
you wonder why Pittsburgh keeps los- 
ing players to free agency but not 
ground in the standing: 


Rams e. B 


The Rams did not succumb to blackmail 
by the Bears. They wanted Penn State 
RB Curtis Enis, but they were not so 
desperate as to give up WR Eddie Ken- 
nison or more. They needed a pass 
rusher almost as badly as they needed 
a running back, and they got one in 
Nebraska's Grant Wistrom. The best 
part, however, is that the Rams also got 
their runner in Robert Holcombe, an 
underrated player from Illinois. Good 
things do come to Rams who wait. St. 
Louis also helped Wistrom by grabbing 
Tennessee DE Leonard Little in the third 
round. The B grade we have assigned 
here could develop in time into an A. 


] Ostrowski. Not bad, but not special. 


@.h 


The grade is only that high because of 
Ryan Leaf. A question: What does Bob- 
by Beathard have against the draft? The 
GM sent his first-rounder to Tampa in 
2000 to obtain Stephen F. Austin WR 
Mikhael Ricks. (Beathard doesn’t have 
a top choice in 1999, having surren- 
dered it to flip-flop places with Arizona 
for the No. 2 pick in '98.) It’s fine to sur- 
round Leaf with solid players—the 
Chargers earlier signed Pittsburgh OT 
John Jackson and Green Bay OG Aaron 
Taylor—but is Ricks worth that price? 
The Chargers also took Florida A&M 
DE Cedric Harden in the fifth round. 
He wasn’t listed in any of the pre-draft 
publications after shifting to defense 
following three years as a tight end. 


San Francisco 
ASers C- 


The Raiders stole Florida OT Damon 
Collins from under San Francisco’s nose 
by trading with Tampa at No. 23. Then 
the 49ers lost Auburn OT Victor Riley 
to the Chiefs. So they settled for Okla- 
homa State cornerback R.W. McQuar- 
ters, who at 5-10 might be a better return 
man than defensive back. The Niners 
needed a tackle or two to replace the 
retiring Kirk Scrafford and possibly 
move Derrick Deese to guard. They 
wound up with Chris Ruhman from 
Texas A&M and added California C 
Jeremy Newberry and Penn State G Phil 


Seattle 
Seahawks [ess 


Grunge might be dead, but the Sea- 
hawks no longer are after signing Ricky 
Watters to join an offense that already 
includes the ageless Warren Moon and 
stud receiver Joey Galloway. Throw in 
the third-round pick Ahman Green, a 
213-pound RB from Nebraska who 
runs a 4.3 40. He might be a game- 
breaker. The Seahawks tried to bolster 
the line in the second round with 300- 
pound OT Todd Weiner of Kansas 
State. At No. 1, they helped out the 
defense with OLB Anthony Simmons, 
one of the best of his class, who helps 
ease the loss of Winston Moss. Could 
bea solid draft. 


‘TOP: SPORTFOLIO; BOTTOM: JAMES D. SMITH 


‘CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: SCOTT D'ERRICO/SPORTS PHOTO MARKETING, ROSS F. DETTMAN, VINCENT MUZIK, BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN, SCOTT D’ERRICO/SPORTS PHOTO MARKETING, HEBERT/SPURLOCK PHOTO 


Be oat 
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Pe eae 


Tampa Bay 


Buccaneers ene 


Some shrewd moves by the Bucs in 
trading out of the first round and 
acquiring explosive Florida WR 
Jacquez Green, solid USC CB Brian Kel- 4 Tim Couch" 0B 
ly, and the Chargers’ first-round pick 2 Ricky Willams 


r nae 3 Andy Katzenmoyer* LB 
in 2000, Green and Kelly were project- hate Cone am aatceeinete 


ed as first-rounders, but they help fill |] 5 bre Biy* DB North Carolina 
, sing ne e- : 6 Brock Huard* QB Washington 

the Bucs’ most pressing needs. Espe Sega tian oe 

cially Green. He and free agent Bert alls cade McNow QB UCLA 


Emanuel give the Bucs two wideouts |B 8 9 Peter Warrick WR Florida State 

5 Senses Spica zi 10 Anthony Poindexter DB Virginia 
who can stretch defenses that are keyed Ic le retain 
on running backs Warrick Dunn and 42 Jared DeVries DE lowa 


Mike Alstott, Tampa also got Vander- 43 Ron Dayne* RB. Wisconsin 


F A » . = 14 Amos Zereoue RB West Virginia 
bilt LB Jamie Duncan and Florida State Te Urata. “Beraniane 


DB Shevin Smith. Why did it take peo- }}] 16 Grey Ruegamer OT Arizona State 

a Ecoaniee Manic 17 Donovan McNabb OB Syracuse 
ple so long to recognize the brilliance eae OY Siac 
of Bucs coach Tony Dungy? 19 Daylon McCutcheon DB USC 


20 Brandon Short LB Penn State 
21 Jamal Williams DL_ Oklahoma State 
Tennessee Mos eel | 22 Johnny Rutledge LB Florida 
‘ 23 Ed Chester DL Florida 
ilers , 24 De'Mond Parker = RB Oklahoma. 


25 D'Wayne Bates © WR_ Northwestern 
26 Chad Hutchinson QB. Stanford 


With Peyton Manning gone, maybe the 27 Jon Jansen OT Michigan 

‘a a f - Pe oe 28 Torry Holt WR North Carolina St. 
Grand Ol Opry folks down in Ten . Paloar Haren. OUD KWeanGlat Site 
nessee will care a little bit about their }}\§ 30 Jevon Kearse LB. Florida 


Oilers, a team on the rise. Tennessee, 31_Larry Atkins 


intent on getting some targets for quar- 

terback Steve McNair, signed Yancey Gary Stils Wost Virginia 
oper Pittsburel seta Mitchell Freedman Arizona State 

Thigpen from Pittsburgh and then took} \ hase 8 sation ie 

Kevin Dyson of Utah in the first round. Famando Bryant abana 


With Randy Moss a gamble, Dyson was iheet Bishop are State 
the draft’s most solid receiver, Coach se eee 


i Jorame Tuman Michigan 
Jeff Fisher also got the secondary help ‘Shaun Alexander* ‘Alabama 


he coveted with Florida State CB - Oscar Davenport North Carolina 
: ; : . Kory Minor Notre Dame 
Samari Rolle in the second round. Just Cercle Janta: Atha oe 


to be sure, the Oilers later added Dain- Gary Stills West Virginia 
Hiner) aon Chris Moalister Arizona, 

on Sydney of Alabama-Birmingham ) Nacus DB Michigan 

and Lee Wiggins of South Carolina. u ‘Autry Denson Notre Dame 


Look out AFC Central! h | Sam Sword Michigan 


he @; 

A strange day for the Redskins, They 
traded their first- and third-round picks 
to Cincinnati for DT Dan Wilkinson, 
passing up North Carolina’s Vonnie 
Holliday. They picked up two good 
players in pass-catching TE Stephen 
Alexander from Oklahoma and UCLA 
RB Skip Hicks, but didn’t the ‘Skins 
have bigger needs? In the secondary, 
for example, and in the offensive line 
and the receiving corps? Maybe the 
‘Skins can fill them over the next two 
years with the two extra first-round 
picks they obtained for losing Sean 
Gilbert to Carolina. 
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BUFFALO BILLS INDIANAPOLIS COLTS MIAMI DOLPHINS ‘eu YORH JETS 
‘Alg.8 at Ptsburgh ‘hug.8 at Seate 10:00 at Washington atSan Francisco 6:00 | Aug.6 at Philadelphia 
‘Aug. 14 CAROLINA ‘Aug. 17 at Cincinnati TAMPA BAY MINNESOTA 730 fF Aug 15 BALTIMORE 
‘hug. 21 at Chicago ‘hug. 22 SANDIEGO at San Francisco Dallas (Mexico Cty) 8:00 Aug. 20. NY.GANTS 
‘hug.26 WASHINGTON ‘hug. 27__DETROMT GREEN BAY at Washington 730 f} Aug.28 at Chicago 


PHLADELPHA 
Sep.6 at San Diego ; Sep. MAME atnanapols Wia.79 PHUDE PHA 800 Sep.6 at San Francisco 
Sep.13atMami Sep. 13. at New England BUFFALO 20 FF Sep.13 BATMORE 
Sep.20. STLOUS Sep.20 at NY Jets 


PITTSBURGH 820 Sep. 20 INDIANAPOLIS 
Sep.27 Bye Sep.27 NEW ORLEANS 


Bye 101 Bh Sep.27 Bye 
‘Oct,4 SAV FRANCISCO Oct. SANDIEGO at. Jets 10 § 04 MAM 
‘Oct11 at indianapolis Oct 11 BUFFALO at Jacksonvile Tor Oct11 at St.Louis 
‘Oct.18 JACKSONVILLE r Oct-18 at San Francisco ST.LOUS oo 0219 atNew England 
Oct-25 at Carolina Och 25 Bye NEW ENGLAND Tor f Ock25 ATLANTA 
Nov.1) MIAN F Nov. NeW ENGLAND at Butalo St anapote for Not atkansas cty 
Nov.B at NY Jets : Nov.8 at ami INDIANAPOUS UWTA 401 Now8 BUFFALO 
‘Now 15. NEW ENGLAND Now. 15 NY.JETS at Carolina at Bualo 1:00 Now 15. at indianapots 
Nov 22. INDIANAPOLIS Now.22 af Butfalo at New England ae 820 Nov.22 atTennessee 
Now.29 at New England Nov.29 at Balimore NEW ORLEANS BUFFALO 405 ff Nov.29 CAROUNA 
Dec.6 at Cincinnati Dec.6 atlanta at Oakland atPitsburgh 10) Bf Dec.6 SEATTLE 
‘Dec. 13 OAKLAND Dec.13CINCINNAT NETS alSt Louis 4:01} Dec.13 at Miami 
Deo, 19 NY. JETS Dec.20 at Seattle OENVER SANFRANCISCO 1:01 ff Dec. 19 at Buffalo 
Dec.27 at New Orleans k Dec.27 CAROLINA at Anta ALN. Jets 1:01 Jf Dec:27 NEW ENGLAND 
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_bamoRe RAVENS CINCINNATI BENGALS JACKSONVILLE ae PITTSBURGH STEBLERS TENNESSEE OILERS 
CHICAGO 7:30 ‘Aug.B at N.Y. Giants B00 ‘Aug. 8 ‘Aug.1—¥.T.B.(Canton,0H) 7:00 ‘Aug.7 at Atlanta 7:30 
Onis antes 500 Auy17 Womurous =—-730 BF Agta Aug. 8 BUFFALO 730 ff Aup.15 WASHINGTON 2:00 
Aug.24 PHLADELEHA = 7:30 Aug 22 DETROIT 720 BP Aug 22 Aug. 14 atPhiagetphia 8:00 ig. 22 atNew Oveans 800 
‘Aug. 28 at N.Y. Giants: 8:00 ‘Aug. 28 at Atanta 730 Aug. 27 ‘Aug. 22. Atl. (Morgantown, WV) 6:00 ‘Aug.29__ DENVER 2:00 


je. PrrsinGl 101 Spe —Tomesz 101 p28 ROA 8g chee 
‘Sep. 13 at N.Y Jets 1:01 ‘Sep.13 at Detroit 1:01 at Baltimore 1:01 ‘Sep.13 SAN DIEGO. 1:01 
‘Sep. 20 at Jacksonville 415 ‘Sep.20 GREEN BAY 1:01 CHICAGO 1:01 ‘Sep.20 at New England 1:01 
Sep27 GNCNHAT 820.) Sep.27 atBalimore 820 aan, 101 B Sear SnooMLE 401 
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tah Temessee = or Gath 101 taht eaters a 
tas pio ah Gate in cas Guo 18 
Oct. 25 at Green Bay 1:01 Oct. 25 415 BAWORE al Oct. 25 CHICAGO. 4:05 
fcr Moen tet Be kart im attanascty 820 Fgh 
Nov.8 = OAKLAND 1:01 Nov, 8 1:01 Nov.6 at Tampa Bay 8:20 
fais ator 0s ais. auueeeme fat gener eo ts mca 
tou moons ats hve aoe, Rts suome 1) Bae nee is 
vows owwrous tat ft Novo HOKSOMLE —4r See perserres is 
toe, aiememe ons Boece, aura in He SS E oecs, GMO |S 
Dec. 13. MINNESOTA 415 Dec. 13 at Indianapolis 1:01 at Tampa Bay 1:01 ff Dec. 13 at Jacksonville 4:01 
ten nian = tee ane at see em lage at 
Dec. 27 1:01 ‘Dec. 27 TAMPA BAY 1:01 at Jacksonville 8:20 ‘Dec. 26 MINNESOTA 12:35 
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a Cincinnati 101 
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Re="ey 


S°BRae— 


FRRRFFTFFRLLAL LSE 


RURRESESERRRENSES 


BB 


DENVER BRONCOS OAKLAND ARIDERS SAN DIEGO CHARGERS sams SBRHAWHS 


‘Ag. 8_ at St.Louis ¥68.(Toky) 10:00 Aug.8 tails ‘Aug.8 SANFRANCISCO 10:00 
‘Aug. 15 NEW ORLEANS. ¥.TB,(Norman.OK) 8:00, at Green Bay ‘Aug. 15. ST.LOUS 10:00 
‘Aug. 24 GREEN BAY at Minnesota 8:00 TAMPA BAY ‘Aug.22 at indianapolis, «= 8:00 
‘Aug. 29 _at Tennessee JACKSONVILLE 800, ARZONA ‘Aug.28 _ at Minnesota 8:00 


Sep.7_ NEW ENGLAND a2) SUNS __28 at Kansas Oty Sep.6 BUFFALO 445 
Sep.13 DALLAS A icsatverd Bao, NY.GANTS ‘Sep.13.atTennessee 101 
Sep.20 at Oakland atJacksomvile 1:01 DEWWER Sep.20 at Kansas Cty 101 
Sep.27 at Washington lineal 1a atDalas Sep.27 NX GIANTS 415 
Oct.4 PHILADELPHIA ein at Aizona Oct.4 —atindanapolis. «1:01, 
Oct. 11 at Seattle oll aie re SAN DIEGO Oct11 at Gaktand 4315 
Oct 18 Bye Bye Oct 18 PHLADELPHA 4:15 
(Oct-25 JACKSONVILLE i cone re ‘CRCNNAT 5 Bots SEALE 415 
Now.1 at Cincinnati UES ts at Seattle Nout Bye 

Now.8 SAN DIEGO atSeatle ag at Batimore Nov.8 at Denver 435 
Now.16 at Kansas iy DENVER $20 SEATTLE BALTIMORE 405 
Nov.22 OAKLAND atSan Diego 415 at Denver Now.22 KANSAS CTY 435 
Nov.23 at San Diego ARIZONA 101 WASHINGTON Nov.28 DENVER 820 
Dec.6 KANSAS CITY at Denver 435 mu at Washington +01 
Dec. 13 at MY Giants DALLAS 415 at Buffalo at Seatie 405 
Dec.21 at Miami at MY Giants 101 atSan Diego OAKLAND 405 
Dec. 27 SEATTLE at Gatland 405 KANSAS CITY at Arzora 415 


at Dallas 9:00 
INDIANAPOLIS 10:00 
WSEWancouver) 8:00, 
atArizona 10:00, 
SAN FRANCISCO 10:00, 


at Philadelphia 101 
ARIZONA, 415 
WASHINGTON 405 
at Pittsburgh 4:05 
at Kansas Cy 8:20 
DENVER 415 
Bye 
at San Diego 415 
8:20 
415 
405 
at Dallas 401 
TENNESSEE 4.05 
aLNY. Jets 401 
SAN DIEGO 4.05 
INDIANAPOLIS 405 
at Denver 415 
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ARIZONA CARDINALS DALLAS COWBOYS new vORH sins PHILADELPHIA BAGLES WASHINGTON REDSHINS 


‘Aug.7— atDatot 700 § Awg.1  SeAME ‘Avg. 8 CINCINNATI Aug.8NY.JETS fug.8. MAME 730 
‘Aug. 14 CHICAGO 40.00 Aug.8 OAKLAND ‘ug. 14 at Jacksonville Aug. 14 PITTSBURGH Aug. 15 atTennessee 2:00 
‘Aug, 22 10:00 ‘Aug. 17 v.N.E. (Mexico City) ‘Aug. 20. at NY. Jets ‘Aug.24 at Baltimore ‘Aug.22 NEW ENGLAND. 7:30 
‘Aug. 29 4:00 ‘Aug. 22 at St Louis ‘Aug. 28 BALTIMORE ‘Aug.29__ at New England: ‘Aug. 28 _ at Butfalo 7:30 


Sep.6 at Dalas og J 027 _alactsonvle _800 FSep.6. WASHINGTON r Sep.6 SEATTLE Sep.6 at NY. Glants 101 
Sep.13 at Seattle 15) 50-6. ARONA ‘Sep. 13 at Oakland Sep. 13 atAtanta Sop.14 SANFRANCISCO 8:20 
Sep.20 PHILADELPHIA 8:20 coat) aCe DALLAS i Sep.20. at Arizona y ‘Sep.20 at Seattle 4:05, 
Sep. 27 at St. Louis: 101 a a Frakes at San Diego ‘Sop, 27 KANSAS CITY. E ‘Sep. 27 DENVER 1:01 
Ocl.4 OAKLAND, 405 Fee! Rwesnngion at Tampa Bay Ocl.4 at Denver Oct. 4 DALLAS. 1:01 
Oct.11 CHICAGO 405 B potty CAROLINA piel i net ASRGTON K Oct. 11 at Philadelphia 1.01 
Oct. 18 at NY. Giants ‘01 t F c.18 at San Diego 5 ‘Oct 18. at Minnesota 1:01 
Oct.25 Bye pa Bye 0cl25 Bye Oct.25 Bye 
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CHICAGO BEARS DETROIT Lions GREEN BAY PARCHERS mINneSOTA VIKINGS 
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Sep.8 JACKSONVILLE 1:07} Sop.6 at Groen Bay vor f See a ——§— | So.6 TAMPABAY 101 
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Oct4 DETROIT 401 J Oct4 at Chicago 101 : Oct. at Green Bay 820 j 
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Oct. 18 DALLAS: 415 fj Oct 15 GREEN BAY 8:20 at Detrott Oct. 18 WASHINGTON 4:01 Bat t8 CAROLINA 
Oct. 25 at Tennessee 4:05 HE Oct. 25 MINNESOTA 4:01 BALTIMORE. Oct. 25 at Detroit 1:01 cL 25 at New Orleans 
Now. Bye Nov. ARIZONA 1:01 SAN FRANCISCO Nov.1—atTampa Bay 4:01 Nov.t. MINNESOTA 
Nov.8 ST.LOUIS 4:01 Nov.8 — atPhiladelphia 1:01 9 at Pitsburgh 1 Nov. 8 NEW ORLEANS 1:01} fiov.8 TENNESSEE 
Now. 15 at Datrolt 620 FP Nov.15 CHICAGO 8:20 18 atNY.Glants Nov. 18 CINCINNATI 1:01 Bh Nov.15 at Jacksonville 
Nov. 22 atAtlanta 1:01 Nov. 22 atTampa Bay 1:01 " ‘at Minnesota Nov, 22 GREEN BAY. 1:01 Nov. 22 DETROIT. 
‘Nov, 29 TAMPA BAY 1:01 Nov. 26 PITTSBURGH 12:35 PHILADELPHIA Nov. 26 at Dallas 405, Nov. 29 at Chicago 
Deo.6 at Minnesota 820 BF Dec.6 at Jacksonvile 4.01 ‘at Tampa Bay Dec,6 CHICAGO 8:20 F bec.7 GREEN BAY 
Doc. 13 at Green Bay 101 Dec.14 atSanFrancico 8:20 cHicaso Dec, 13. at Baltimore 415 J boc.13. PrrTsauRGH 
‘Dec. 20 BALTIMORE 101 ‘Dec, 20 ATLANTA 1:01 ‘TENNESSEE Dec, 20 JACKSONVILLE 6:20 Dec. 19 at Washington 
‘Dec.27 GREEN BAY 1:01 Dec, 27 at Baltimore 1:01 at Chicago Dec, 26 at Tennessee 12:35 Dec. 27 at Cincinnati 


ATLANTA FALCONS banaue PANTHERS new ORLEANS SAINTS ST. LOUIS RAMS SAN PRANCISCO 49BRS 
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Sop.6 at Cagina +01 Sap.6 ATLANTA TOT B Sep.6 ats. Louis 101 Sep.6NEWORLEANS 1:01 We 8 aiee 003 
Sop.13 PHLADELPHA 1:01 IF Sep.13. atNew Orleans ©1101 Sep. 13 CAROLINA 4:01 J} Sep. 13 MINNESOTA 401 Sep.6 NETS 415 
Sep.20 Bye Sep.20 Bye Sep.20 Bye Sep.20 atButfalo 4:01 ff $89.14 at Washington 8:20 
Sep.27 at San Francisco 415 Sep.27 GREEN BAY 401 Sep.27 at Indianapolis 4:01) Sep.27 ARIZONA ior SeP-20 Bye 

Oct 4 CAROLINA 401 Oct4 —atAtanta vor J Oct4 — NEWENGLAND = 1:01 Boots Bye Pec ul nt 
Oct. 17. at NV. Giants 820 B Oct.11 atDallas 1:01 B Oct 11 SANFRANCISCO 1:01 Oct. 11 NY.JETS 415 Ocet) atNew Odsans tot 
Oct 18 NEWORLEANS «= 1:01 Oct 18 at Tampa Bay 401 B 0ck 18 atlanta 401 Oct.18 at Miami 435: Biigeint tere, | Oko 
Oct. 25 at NY. Jets 401 oct 25 BUFFALO 820 ff Oct 25 TAMPABAY 401 0ct25 saFRaNcisco = 01 ct ye Na tn 
Now. ST.LOUIS vor} Nowt Neworweans = 1:01 Nov. at Caroina 401 B Now atAtianta 401 Novi atGreen Bay is 
Nov.8 atNow England 1:01 NowB_ at Sanfrancisco §— 1:01} Now at Minnesota 1:01 J Now atChicago +01 ‘CAROLINA 405 
Now.15  SANFRANCSCO = 1:01 Nov. 15. MIAMI 101 Nov. 18 ST.Lous 101 Jf Nov15 atNew Orleans 1:01 atAlianta +01 
Now.22 CHICAGO 101 Now22 att Louis 405 J} Nov.22 atSanFrancisco © 8:20. fF Nov.22 CAROLINA 405 122 NEWORLEANS = 8:20 
Nov. 29 at i. Louis 401 J Nov.29 at NY. Jets 401 Now29 at Miami 401 Nov.29 ATLANTA 101 NY. GIANTS 820 
Dec.6 INDIANAPOLIS 401 Dec.6 SANFRANCISCO 1:01 Dec.6 © DALLAS. 101 f} Dec.3 atPhiladephia «= 8:20 at Carolina 101 
Dec: 13 atNew Orleans 1:01 Deo, 13 WASHINGTON 01 J Dec.13. ATLANTA 4:01 Dec. 13 NeW ENGLAND 14 DETROIT 8:20 
Dee, 20 at Detroit 101 Dec.20 ST.Lous 1301) Dec.20 atarizona 415 ff Dec.20 at Carolina atNew England = 101 
Dec. 27 MIAN 101 Dec. 27 atindianapois 1:01 Dec. 27 BUFFALO 401 Dec.27 at San Francisco 27 ST.LOUIS 405 
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APC EAST 


. New England Patriots 
. Miami Dolphins 

. Buffalo Bills 

. New York Jets 

. Indianapolis Colts 


RFC CENTRAL 


. Jacksonville Jaguars 
. Pittsburgh Steelers* 


Tennessee Oilers* 


. Cincinnati Bengals 
. Baltimore Ravens 


RPC WEST 
Kansas City Chiefs 
Denver Broncos* 
Seattle Seahawks 
Oakland Raiders 
San Diego Chargers 


FC ERST 
Arizona Cardinals 
Washington Redskins* 
New York Giants 
Dallas Cowboys 
Philadelphia Eagles 


QfFC CENTRAL 
Green Bay Packers 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers* 
Minnesota Vikings* 
Detroit Lions 

Chicago Bears 


FC WEST 


San Francisco 49ers 
Carolina Panthers 
Atlanta Falcons 
New Orleans Saints 
St. Louis Rams 


SUPER BOWL 
San Francisco 49ers 


over 
Kansas City Chiefs 


*indicates wild card 


Predicted order 
of finish 


72 


AFC EAST 


The talented New England Patriots still have 
the personnel to capture another division title. 


by Larry Felser Buffalo News 


his is a division full of past reputations. Jim- 
TT Johnson is attempting to recapture with 

the Miami Dolphins the success he had with 
the Dallas Cowboys. Bill Parcells pushed the New 
York Jets all the way from 1-15 to 9-7 last year, 
reviving memories of his days with the New York 
Giants. Bill Polian, the architect of the Buffalo Bills’ 
Super Bowl teams and the Carolina Panthers’ rise 
as an expansion team, is with the Indianapolis Colts, 
where he convinced Jim Mora, formerly the coach 
of the New Orleans Saints, to join him in another 
try at a turnaround. 

While Pete Carroll of the New England Patri- 
ots does not have a lot of past to recapture, his club 
still has the talent necessary to 
win another title. 


New England 
Patriots 

The Patriots are asking an 
awful lot of rookie running back 
Robert Edwards, but if he is able 
to give a reasonable imperson- 
ation of the departed Curtis Martin, then New Eng- 
land may roll. The only other option is for quar- 
terback Drew Bledsoe to attempt to carry the 
offense on his shoulders, something he has not 
been up to in the past. 

New England had six of the first 83 picks in the 
draft, courtesy of Parcells and the Jets. Defensive- 
ly, the Patriots have been stockpiling good players 
for several years, and they may be about to mature. 
The club has more pass-rush versatility than ever, 
and if big-play defensive end/linebacker Willie 
McGinest can stay healthy, the Patriots could clinch 
the division in early December. 


Miami Dolphins 

The Dolphins assembled a flock of useful 
rookies in Johnson’s first two drafts. The current 
crop may bring more of the same, or players who 
will help in time, but what Miami needs are some 
all-star types, especially to carry and catch the 
football. Unless that happens, future Hall of Fame 
quarterback Dan Marino, in his 16th NFL season, 
will have to do magic tricks with what has become 
a mediocre running offense. 

The Dolphins’ youngsters must learn that 
turnovers and a pass rush are what win big games. 
So far those skills have eluded the team. For Mia- 
mi to make a playoff push, it will take immediate 
contributions from some unheralded rookies. 


TOP PLAYERS 
Offense: 
Marshall Faulk, Indianapolis Colts 


Defense: 
Willie McGinest, New England Patriots 


Newcomer: 
Rob Johnson, Buffalo Bills 


Buffalo Bills 

How much can a team change between sea- 
sons? The punchless Bills have a new head coach, 
Wade Phillips; a new quarterback, ex-Jaguar Rob 
Johnson; and a renewed allegiance to a conserva- 
tive rushing attack. Running back Antowain Smith, 
often wasted last year as a rookie, is now the focal 
point of the offense. 

Defense remains Buffalo’s game, however, 
even with a 35-year-old Bruce Smith. The front line 
of Smith, Ted Washington, and Phil Hansen can 
play with anyone. The linebacking unit has to 
replace Bryce Paup, who left for Jacksonville, and 
needs a healthy Chris Spielman, who is trying to 
return from a serious vertebrae 
injury. The secondary must 
replace left cornerback Jeff Bur- 
ris, who is now with division 
rival Indianapolis. 


New York Jets 

It could turn out that Par- 
cells raised the fans’ expecta- 
tions too much with the club’s big step forward a 
year ago. Since a starting quarterback must be iden- 
tified and a legitimate pass rush assembled, 
improving on last season’s 9-7 record seems unre- 
alistic. The only thing which might take the team 
to an 8-8 mark and beyond is for new running back 
Curtis Martin to make as many big plays for the 
Jets as he did for the Patriots. 

When you consider the Jets’ difficulties in stop- 
ping the run and their deficiencies in rushing the 
passer, the wonder is how only one team managed 
to score 30 points against them. Defensive whiz 
Bill Belichick will earn his salary again. 


Indianapolis Colts 

The Peyton Manning-Bill Polian-Jim Mora era 
begins this fall in the RCA Dome. Its first year 
should be dominated by running back Marshall 
Faulk, whose reputation will be restored by a 
young and improved offensive line and a playbook 
whose key word is “ground.” Playing under some- 
what controlled conditions in a domed stadium, 
Indianapolis can afford not to unleash Manning's 
arm until late in the season, when he gets more 
comfortable in the offense. 

The Colts have some defensive talent. The cov- 
erage should be helped by the signing of ex-Buf- 
falo corner Burris. The Colts need more leadership 
from high-priced linebacker Quentin Coryatt. 
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new ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


it rookie Robert Edwards can be productive, 
_ then Drew Bledsoe should be more effective. 


he curse of Bill Parcells still hovers over the 

Patriots. Parcells’s decision to hijack run- 

ning back Curtis Martin from New Eng- 
land, a year after Parcells himself jumped to New 
York, put the Patriots in a bind. But those two 
moves by Parcells sent a flock of compensatory 
draft choices to the Patriots. 


New England had six of the first 83 picks. Five 
of them are not expected to contribute heavily for 
at least another year. But the first, 
and most important, Georgia run- 
ning back Robert Edwards, will be 
asked to fill Martin's shoes. 

‘The Patriots used three of 
the other top draft picks for 
te offensive help: Wisconsin 
wideout Tony Simmons, 
who won the Big Ten 
sprint championships; 
Alabama’s big tight 

end Rod Rutledge, 
whose deft blocking 

may help keep all- 

star Ben Coates 

fresh; and Michi- 

"gan fullback Chris Floyd. 


Drew Bledsoe 
ranked second 

in the league in 
completions (314) 
and third in 


Total 
7D passes (28). fotal Offense 


Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


Without a premier runner, 

the Pats are a second-level team, 

which they proved when Martin got 

hurt last December. If Edwards can be pro- 

ductive, then Drew Bledsoe should be a more 

! effective quarterback. Bledsoe threw for 3,706 

yards and 28 touchdowns, but he floundered 
) without Martin in the lineup. 

/ In last season’s final four games, includ- 

ing the split in the playoffs, Bledsoe had more 

interceptions (5) than touchdown passes (4). He 

also averaged fewer than 200 passing yards as 

the Pats averaged just 14.5 points per game dur- 

ing that stretch. There is no evidence that Bledsoe 

can carry a team by himself. The new offensive 

coordinator, Erie Zampese, will try to change that. 


Even if most of the draftees fail, the Pats still 
have the best personnel in a weak division. Coates 
led the team with 66 catches and eight touchdowns. 
Terry Glenn is developing a reputation as a frag- 
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team stats & league rank 


ile albeit explosive player. After catching 90 pass- 
es as a rookie, he missed half the 97 season, then 
caught nine passes in the playoffs. Shawn Jeffer- 
son caught 54 passes during the regular season and 
nine for 104 yards against the Steelers in the play- 
offs. There is work here for Simmons. 

The Pats are confident about their veteran line, 
with Bruce Armstrong at left tackle, Zefross Moss 
on the right side, and Dave Wohlabaugh at center. 
Max Lane will be challenged by Heath Irwin and 
Damon Denson at left guard. Todd Rucci is the 
right guard. Zampese will put full- 
back Tony Carter in that blocking 
mix; Floyd will spell him, 

313.4 15 
91.5 26 


221.9 
23.1 


10.4 


In the AFC, only Pittsburgh and 

‘Tennessee did a stronger job of stop- 

HE ping the run than New England. 

Credit much of that accomplishment 

to tackle Henry Thomas, who earned 

his free-agent money, particularly in 

big games. He had six tackles against 

Pittsburgh in both the late-season 

meeting and the playoff game. Mid- 

dle linebacker Ted Johnson led the 

team in tackles in six straight games 
down the stretch, then added 15 in the playoffs. 

The pass rush produced 45 sacks, The leaders 


Ben Coates leads all NFL tight ends over the last four 
seasons with 308 catches and 30 touchdowns. 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


Pete Caroll, Head Coach 
the key stats Emie Zampese, Offensive Coordinator; Steve Sidwell, Defensive Coordinator, 


i i in’ Paul Boudreau, Offensive Line; Jeff Davidson, Assistant Offensive Line; Ray Hamilton, 
‘The Patriots were 8-1 when scoring first in ’97- Defensive Line; Ron Lynn, Secondary; Johnny Parker, Strength and Conditioning; Ba Peli, 


has started 44 consecutive games for New England, Linebackers; Jack Reilly, Quarterbacks; Dante Scamecchia, Special Teams; Carl Smith, 
the longest current streak for an AFC QB. On third down, Tight Ends; DeWayne Walker, Defensive Assistant; Steve Walters, Wide Receivers; 


=} Kirby Wilson, Running Backs 
Bledsoe led the NFL with 1,242 yards passing and the AFC 's- QUARTERBACK MISTI IESE ROSIE ERESCOTTERE 


with 10 TDs and a 60 percent completion rate (102-170). The 11 Bledsoe, Drew OB 233 02/14/72 5 Washington State 
Patriots were 7-0 when he did not throw an interception. 16 Zolak, Scott OB 235 12/13/67 6 Maryland 
# OFFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
78 Armstrong, Bruce” T 6-4 09/07/65 11 Louisville 
61 Denson, Damon © G_ 6-3 02/08/75 1 Michigan 
66 Ellis, Edward T 67 10/13/75 1 Buffalo 
63 Irwin, Heath 6 64 06/27/73 2 Colorado 
68 Lane, Max 6 66 o22a7i 4 Navy 
77 Moss,Zefross = T (6-6 08/17/66 9 Alabama State 
60 Rehberg, Scott = T 6-8 117/73 1 Central Michigan 
71 Rucci, Todd* 6 65 o7/470. 5 Penn State 
64 Wohlabaugh, Dave” C 6-3 04/1372 3 Syracuse 
# RUNNING BACKS BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
30 Carter, Tony" FB 08/23/72 4 Minnesota 
29 Cullors, Derrick RB 12/2672 1 Murray State 
35 Grier, Marrio RB 12/05/71 2 Tennessee-Chattanooga 
22 Meggett, David ~— RB 04/30/66 9 Towson State 
23 Shaw, Sedrick RB 116/73 1 lowa 
# RECEIVERS BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
86 Bartrum, Mike* TE 6-5 06/23/70 5 Marshall 
82 Brisby, Vincent WR 6-2 01/25/71 5 Northeast Louisiana 
80 Brown, Troy WR 5-9 190 07/02/71 5 Marshall 
87 Coates, Ben TE 6-5 245 08/16/69 7 Livingstone College 
17 Gaiter, Tony WR 5-8 169 07/15/74 1 Miami 
88 Glenn, Terry WR 5-10 184 07/23/74 2 Ohio State 
84 Jefferson, Shawn WR 5-11 180 02/22/69 7 Central Florida 
83 Jells, Dietrich WR 5-10 186 04/11/72 2 Pittsburgh 
Willie McGinest (left) and Pro Bowl 85 Purnell, Lovett TE 6-2 250 04/07/72 2 WestVirginia 
starter Chris Slade (above) are the 86 Stablein, Brian” WR 6-1 193 04/14/70 4 Ohio State 
cornerstones of the Patriots’ # DEFENSIVE LINE EXP. COLLEGE 
defensive line, 92 Collons, Ferric DE 6 12/04/69 3 California 
90 Eaton, Chad oT 04/04/72 3 Washington State 
96 Jones, Mike DE 6- 08/25/69 7 North Carolina State 
were blitzing linebacker Chris Slade, with nine, and Thomas 55 MoGinest, Willies DE 12/11/71 4 Southern California 
with seven. If end Willie McGinest can stay away from § 9 Mitchell, Brandon DE O6/19/75 1 Texas A&M 


use oe F: es 5 70 Smith, Artie oT 05/15/70 4 Louisiana Tech 
injuries and damaging penalties, the rush could be more fierce. 74 suliven, Chis DE tantarraiieo'" foster Giiege 


McGinest, who had 20.5 sacks the two previous seasons, had 95 Thomas, Henry OT 01/12/65 11 Louisiana State 
just two last season but then roared in the playoffs. The draft # 97 Wheeler, Mark DT OVOUZD Sea eras oad 

: i i ; 72 Wyman, Devin DT 08/29/73 2 Kentucky State 
brings Florida State's undersized but potent Greg Spires to 
Pet . 5 # DEFENSIVE BACKS EXP. COLLEGE 
join Tedy Bruschi as specialty pass rushers. 28 Canty, Chis Ty COSINE Kanse: Ste 

The left side of the line has Mark Wheeler at tackle and 42 Carter, Chris Ss 09/27/74 1 Texas 
Chris Sullivan at end. Todd Collins, the strongside linebacker, $ 32 Clay, Willie s paroa/70! 6.) Georata Tent 
lise inthe plavalée sntecautine a Bac Mach de 2F Hart, Stove cB 03/16/69 6 Pittsburgh 
was stellar in the playoffs, intercepting a Dan Marino pass an 24 Law,Ty cB 02/10/74 3. Michigan 
returning it for a touchdown and also bombing Pittsburgh’s $ 38 Lofton, Steve cB 11/26/68 7 Texas A&M 
running game. 36 Milloy, Lawyer S 1114773 2 Washington 
25 Whigham, Lary S 06/23/72 4 Northeast Louisiana 


# LINEBACKERS EXP. COLLEGE 
4 : ’ 54 Bruschi,Tedy LB 06/09/73 2 Arizona 
The Patriots used their second first-round draft pick on Syra- 59 Collins, Todd LB 05/27/70 6 Carson-Newman 
cuse’s exciting Tebucky Jones, who played just one season on Ed anton Pee a reales : edad 
z # johnson, Te olorado 
defense, at safety. He will be tried at cornerback by coach Pete § 55 Moors ary? LB Satta Katies 
Carroll. Jones, even at 220 pounds, has the athletic ability to 51 Russ, Bernard LB 11/04/73 1 West Virginia 
make the switch, but it may take time. He is a workout warrior. 53 Slade, Chris iB ovsorrt 8 Virginia 
Left comer Ty Law is rugged enough to play effectively in (UES » ip eth ok te 
A fupa, Tom : io State 
Pass coverages and also support against the run. Strong safe- § 4 vinater, Adam -K 6-0 200 12/28/72 2. South Dakota State 
ty Lawyer Milloy had 112 tackles for the season and 14 in the “Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 


playoffs. Free safety Willie Clay is an inconsistent player who 
will be challenged by young Chris Carter. Chris Canty, who THE 13938 DRAFT 
broke in as a rookie nickel back, should start at right corner. RMD PICK NAME POS HT OWT BORN COLLEGE 


‘ z 1 18 Edwards, Robert I~ 10/02/74 Geore 
Tom Tupa’s 45.8-yard punting everage led the AFC. Adam 22. Jones, Tebucky - 10/06/74 Syra 


Vinatieri improved upon his rookie season with 25 field goals 52 Simmons, Tony 8/74 Wisconsin 


od z A 54 Rutledge, Rod is 08/12/75 Alabama 
in 29 attempts, but he was 0-for-3 on postseason kicks of 40 yards Se ue ae : Tae MER 


orbeyond. Larry Whigham is among the league's finest special- 88 Spires, Greg : 08/12/74 Florida State 
teams players, but there is an opening for a kick-return special 145 Rheams, Leonta : 08/01/76 Houston 


3 eaters A wei 145 Merkerson, Ron 08/30/75 Colorado 
ist and third-down back since Dave Meggett’s future is in doubt. 476 Shaw, Harold $ 09/03/74 Southern Miss 


211 Andersen, J - 09/03/75 Brigham Young 
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LEFT: TOMASSO DEROSAVTDSI, RIGHT: SPORTS PHOTO MASTERS 


1398 DEPTH CHART 


1337 FINAL STATS 
Won 10, Lost 6 

DATE SCORE 

San Diego 

at Indianapolis 

New York Jets 

Chicago 

at Denver 

Buffalo 

at NY Jets 

Green Bay 

at Minnesota 

at Buffalo 

at Tampa Bay 

Miami 

Indianapolis 

at Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

at Miami 


2r°£2 2° 2° ree ee Ss 


RUSHING 
Martin 
Cullors 
Grier 
Meggett 
Bledsoe 
Byars 
Gash 
Zolak 

T. Brown 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 
Coates 
Jefferson 
T. Brown 
Martin 
Glenn 
Brisby 
Gash 
Byars 
Meggett 
Purnell 
Cullors 
Jells 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 

Bledsoe 

Zolak 

Megget 

Team 3808 31 
Opponents 3772 14 


Slade 9.0, Thomas 7.0, Bruschi 4.0, Johnson 4.0, 
Jones 4.0, Wheeler 4.0, Canty 2.0, McGinest 2.0, 
Whigham 2.0, Collins 1.5, Collons 1.0, Eaton 1.0, 
Israel 1.0, McGruder 1.0, Law 0.5 


Team 46.0, Opponents 30.0 
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Dan Marino is a Hall of Fame quarterback 
without any elite receivers or runners in Miami. 


ou may have driven on the Don Shula 

Expressway when you visited Miami, but 

your tires are never likely to touch a Jim- 
my Johnson Expressway. To remain a great NFL 
coach you need great NFL players, and Johnson 
doesn’t have any. 


Johnson is attempting to conduct a running 
game without a feature ball carrier. What he need- 
ed is the type of Herschel Walker trade which led to 
his success and the reversal of fortune 
in Dallas. He couldn't get it. In fact, he 
hasn’t even been successful in the free- 
agent market. 

The coach still gets the benefit of 
the doubt as a drafter. The unfortunate 
truth is, the Dolphins were not mea- 
surably improved by Johnson’s work 
in April, when he huffed and puffed 
and came up with the University of 
Mississippi's John Avery, who should 
turn out to be an effective third-down 
back. Avery was a luxury pick, that is, 
someone Denver, Green Bay, or Kansas 
City might have been justified in 
choosing. But not Miami. The Dol- 
phins needed a franchise-type runner, say 
Curtis Enis or Fred Taylor. 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


Worse, Randy Moss of Marshall, f' 
the best receiver in the draft, kept sink- 
ing down toward the Dolphins’ No. 19 | 
position in the first round. 

Moss's behavior off the _-s» 
field scared offanumber 
of NFL teams. Johnson, , 


however, is supposed to = 
march to a different 
drummer. Yet with an 
opportunity to upgrade 
his attack and add an elite 
player to his roster, John- 
son traded the pick to 
Green Bay and dealt 
himself down to the 
end of the round. 
Maybe Johnson 


Zach Thomas led the Dolphins in tackles 
(149) for the second straight year. 


Third-round 1997 
draft choices 
Derrick Rodgers 
(top) and Jason 
Taylor (above) 
earned starting 
roles from 

the beginning. 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Lx 


45 . 


should have chosen Tampa Bay when he had the 
chance upon resuming his coaching career, but 
instead he elected to return to Miami, the scene of 
his collegiate triumphs. Bad move. The Buccaneers 
had better prospects. Johnson is now coaching the 
third-best pro team in Florida. In mid-December the 
Dolphins were beaten 41-0 by Indianapolis, the worst 
team in the NFL. 


Dan Marino is a last-gasp quarterback without 
elite pass receivers. He completed over 
58 percent of his passes for 3,780 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. He led the league 
in passes attempted (548) and complet- 
ed (319), not unusual for one of the great 
quarterbacks of all time, but he turns 37 
two weeks into the season. Marino is a 
statue in the passing pocket and he is 
not able to buy time with that little 
dance he used to do because the dance 
221.9 is now an arthritic polka. Johnson is ask- 
20.4 ing him to supervise a running game. 
10 Last year Miami finished next-to-last in 

31 the NFL in rushing. Good luck. 
+7 Besides, Marino doesn’t have the 
accomplices for a passing attack that 
might make a difference. O.J. McDuffie caught 76 
passes, but only one of them produced a touchdown. 
Yatil Green, last year’s No. 1 draftee, missed the 
season with an injury and remains a mystery. 
Avery and ex-Ram tight end Troy Drayton, who 
is just getting acquainted with the Dolphins, 

should be frequent targets. 

Johnson, who likes to blame Miami's 
problems on former coach Don 
Shula’s playbook, wants new 
% offensive coordinator Kippy 
Brown to give him a running 
4 game like the one he used to 
have in Dallas. That is a diffi- 
cult order. For starters, leading 
rusher Karim Abdul-Jabbar (892 
yards, 15 touchdowns) bears no 
resemblance to vintage Emmitt 
Smith. At5-10 and 188 pounds, 
Avery is capable of making big 
plays, but he’s not an every- 
down back. And who knows 
where the troubled Lawrence 
Phillips is headed? Johnson 
tried to make a trade with the 


320.3 11 
83.9 29 
236.4 
21.2 


10.5 
20.6 
335.3 
113.3 
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al 


TOP TO BOTTOM: JIM TURNER, TOMASSO DEROSA (2) 


JIM TURNER 


the key stats 
Over the last two seasons Miami is 1-7 in games in which 
it has a negative turnover differential. The Dolphins set a 
club record in ’97 for fewest turnovers (20), second in the 
NFL. 's 26 rushing TDs in 1996-97 are 
second in the NFL over that span. For the first time since 
1982, Miami had more TDs rushing (18) than passing (16). 


At age 36, Dan Marino started all 16 games for the first time since 
1994 and led the NFL in completions (319) for a record sixth time. 


Bears for the disappointing Rashaan Salaam, who flunked the 
Miami physical. 


‘The best free-agent signing was Tennessee's tough guard, 
Kevin Donnalley. He plays on the right side with Jeff Buckey 
on the left. Tim Ruddy returns at center with Richmond Webb 
at left tackle and James Brown on the right side. 

Johnson made a pass at several marquee defensive linemen, 
including Sean Gilbert, John Randle, and Chester McGlockton. 
After shooting blanks, he settled on drafting Kenny Mixon of LSU, 
who has pass-rush possibilities. Mixon will battle Daniel Stubbs 
in an effort to improve upon Trace Armstrong's play at left end. 
Jason Taylor showed promise as a rookie right end with five sacks 
despite missing three games due to a broken forearm. There is a 
force at the tackles with Tim Bowens and Daryl Gardener. 


Johnson hopes Brad Jackson of Cincinnati can become the 
third big-play rookie linebacker drafted in the last three years. 
Derrick Rodgers had five sacks last year and Zach Thomas was 
a wonder as the run-plugging rookie middle linebacker in '96. 

Ex-Cowboy free safety Brock Marion was signed as a free 
agent. He will team with strong safety Shawn Wooden. The cor- 
nerbacks are veteran Terrell Buckley and Sam Madison, with 
Southern Mississippi's Patrick Surtain, the first of the Dolphins’ 
two second-round picks, pushing for work as the nickel back. 

Place-kicker Olindo Mare is effective from within the 40-yard 
line. Charles Jordan averaged 10.5 yards as the punt returner. 
Klaus Wilmsmeyer is the punter, for now, but most of the other 
jobs on the special-teams are up for grabs. 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


mMiAmM! DOLPHINS 


Jimmy Johnson, Head Coach 
Brown, Offensive Coordinator, George Hill, Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers; 
Larry Beightol, Offensive Line; Doug Blevins, Kicking; Joe! Collier, Running Backs; Robert Ford, 
‘Wide Receivers; John Gamble, Strength and Conditioning; Cary Godette, Defensive Line; 
Pat Jones, Tight Ends; Bill Lewis, Defensive Nickel Package; Rich McGeorge, Assistant Offensive 
Line; Mel Phillips, Secondary; Brad Roll, Assistant Strength and Conditioning; Larry Seiple, 
Quarterbacks; Randy Shannon, Defensive Assistant; Mike Westhoff, Special Teams. 


# QUARTERBACK 
7 Erickson, Craig* QB 
11 Huard, Damon QB 
13 Marino, Dan OB 
8 White, Stan 


# OFFENSIVE LINE 

60 Bock, John c 
76 Brown, James* —T 
77 Buckey, Jeff G 
77 Donnalley, Kevin 6 
61 Ruddy, Tim c 
68 Sheldon, Mike = T 
74 Smith, Brent T 
78 Webb, Richmond —T 


# RUNNING BACKS 

33 Abdul-Jabbar, Karim RB 
48 Kitts, Jim RB 
20 Nealy, Ray RB 
30 Parmalee, Bernie RB 
24 Philips, Lawrence RB 
36 Pritchett, Stanley RB 


RECEIVERS 
86 Alexander, Kevin. WR 
87 Dar Dar, Kirby = WR 
84 Drayton, Troy TE 
87 Green, Yatil wr 
88 Jordan, Charles. WR 
83 Manning, Brian WR 
81 McDuffie, OJ. WR 
18 MoPhail, Jers = WR 
89 Perry, Ed TE 
85 Thomas, Lamar WR 
82 Wainright, Frank TE 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 

71 Anderson, Dunstan DE 
93 Armstrong, Trace DE 
95 Bowens, Tim* oT 
75 Burton, Shane oT 
70 Chalenski, Mike* DE 
92 Gardener, Daryl DT 
96 Stubbs, Daniel DE 
72 Tanner, Barron = DT 
99 Taylor, Jason DE 


#_ DEFENSIVE BACKS 

27 Buckley, Terrell CB 
25 Harris, Corey s 
38 Jackson, Calvin 

29 Madison, Sam 

31 Marion, Brock* 

28 Mosley, Denorse CB 
31 Walker, Brian 

24 Wilson, Jerry 

22 Wooden, Shawn 


# LINEBACKERS. 
57 Brigance, 0.J. 1B 
56 Crawford, Mike LB 
51 Harris, Anthony LB 
50 Holler, Dwight 

53 Izzo, Larry 

59 Rodgers, Derrick 

54 Thomas, Zach 

56 Ward, Ronnie 

# KICKERS. 

6 Baker, Jon 

10 Mare, Olindo kK 
8 Wilmsmeyer, Klaus P 


HT 


WT BORN 
05/17/69 
07/09/73 
09/15/61 
08/14/71 


o2/t/71 
01/03/70 
08/07/74 
06/10/68, 
04/27/72 
06/08/73 
11/2173 
01/11/67 


06/28/74 
12/28/72 
04/30/75 
09/16/67 
05/12/75 
12/12/73, 


01/23/75 
03/27/72 
06/29/70 
11/25/73 
10/09/69 
04/22/75 
12/02/69 
06/26/72 
09/01/74 
02/12/70 
10/10/67 


12/31/70 
10/05/65 
02/07/73 
o1/ie74 
01/28/70 
02/25/73, 
01/03/65 
09/14/73, 
09/01/74 


06/07/71 
10/25/69 
10/28/72 
04/23/74 
06/11/70 
02/15/75 
05/31/72 
7/17/73 
10/23/73 


09/29/69 
10/29/74 
01/25/73 
04/21/69 
09/26/74 
104/71 
09/01/73 
o2nit/74 


185 08/13/72 
178 06/06/73, 
210 12/04/67 


EXP. COLLEGE 
Miami (FL) 
Washington 
Pittsburgh 


COLLEGE 


Virginia State 
Stanford 

North Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Grand Valley State 
Mississippi State 
Texas A&M 


COLLEGE 

UCLA 

Ferrum 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Ball State 
Nebraska 

South Carolina 


COLLEGE 

Utah State 
Syracuse 

Penn State 

Miami 

Long Beach City College 
Stanford 

Penn State 

East Carolina 
James Madison 
Miami (FL) 
Northern Colorado 


Tulsa 
Florida 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 
UCLA 
Baylor 
Miami (FL) 
Oklahoma 
Akron 


COLLEGE 
Florida State 
Vanderbilt 
Auburn 

Louisville 
Nevada 

Edinboro 
Washington State 
Southern 

Notre Dame 


COLLEGE 
Rice 
Nevada-Reno 
Auburn 

North Carolina 
Rice 

Arizona State 
Texas Tech 
Kansas 
COLLEGE 
‘Arizona State 
Syracuse 
Louisville 


NNNGos=kea 


“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 


THE 1998 DRAFT 


RND PICK NAME 

129° Avery, John: 
2 44 Surtain, Patrick 
2 49 Mixon, Kenny 
3° 79 Jackson, Brad 
382 Shannon, Larry 
4 102 Bromell, Lorenzo 
5 143 Shaw, Scott 

6 171 Strikwerda, Nathan 
6 172 Dutton, John 

7 210 Bundren, Jim 


n 


POS HT WT 
5-10 188 

190 

258 


BORN COLLEGE 

01/11/76. Mississippi 
Southern Miss 

03/31/75 Loui 

01/11/75 Cincinnati 

02/02/75 East Carolina 

09/23/75 

06/02/74 Michigan State 

08/20/75 

09/20/ 
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1938 DEPTH CHART 
19337 FINAL STATS 
fon 9, Lost 7 


DATE SCORE ATT 
16-10 Indianapolis. 70,813 
16-13 oT Tennessee 64,439 
18-23 atGreenBay 60,075 
21-31 at Tampa Bay 73,314 
17-14 Kansas City 71,794 
31-20 at NY Jets 75,601 
24-13 at Baltimore 64,354 
33-36 or Chicago 73,156 
6-9 at Buffalo 78,011 
24-17 New York Jets 73,809 
30-13 Buffalo 74,155 
24-27 atNewEngland 59,002 Rodgers 
34-16 at Oakland 50,569 Hollier Brigance 
33-30 Detroit 72,266 
0-41 at Indianapolis 61,282 Bowees), “Gardener 
12-14 NewEngland 74,379 Burton Tanner 


RUSHING YDS AVG LONG TD 6 @ (re) (ce) 
Taylor Madison 


Abdul-Jabbar 
Brains . Burton Surtain 
Phillips mia 
Spikes 
McPhail 
Parmalee 
Jordan 
Erickson 
Pritchett 
Kidd 
Potts tor . 
Potts tia x Webb Ruddy Brown 
Nealy . Smith Bock Sheldon 
= G©OoHoOo0 
Team . 
: Buckey Drayton 


Opponents 


Donnalley 
RECEIVING Bock Sheldon: 


McDuffie . Ltt 
Drayton 

McPhail fi Marino 
Abdul-Jabbar .( Erickson 
L. Thomas 

Parmalee 

Jordan 

Perriman Tot 

Perriman mia 

Barnett 

Perry 

Phillips tor 

Phillips mia 

Manning 

Spikes 

Pritchett 

Potts ror 

Potts mia 

Dotson 


i 7 OS 


Opponents 


PASSING 

Marino 

Erickson Buckey 
Perry 


Team 


Opponents 


Erickson 


Armstrong 5.5, Bowens 5.0, Rodgers 5.0, Mare 
Taylor 5.0, Burton 4.0, Wilson 2.0, Gardener 1.5, (i) 

A. Harris 1.0, Stubbs 1.0, Jackson 0.5, 

Z. Thomas 0.5 


Team 31.0, Opponents 23.0 
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he Bills are no longer attempting to put 

Band-Aids on their problems. They final- 

ly admitted that the Super Bowl era is gone 
and that this is a fresh start. 

Marv Levy retired as coach, replaced by Wade 
Phillips. The team moved boldly to trade for anew 
quarterback, Rob Johnson, formerly of Jacksonville. 
Phillips assembled a new coaching staff and declared: 
“These are no longer the Marv Levy-Jim Kelly Bills. 
They're the Wade Phillips-Rob Johnson Bills.” 


Rob Johnson 
(below) hopes to 
fill the large 
shoes left by 
long-time Buffalo 
QB Jim Kelly. 


Johnson’s résumé is slim. 
Mainly it revolves around 
opening day last year, 
when he replaced the 
injured Mark Brunell as 
Jacksonville’s starter and 
had a huge game against 
Baltimore. He also attract- 
eda pack of NFL admirers 
with his work in the preseason and 
| cameo roles. The Bills surrendered 
the ninth pick in the draft for him. 

For those who think Buffalo 
overpaid, consider this: The 
Bills had the fewest offensive 
touchdowns in the AFC, the second-fewest 
yards passing, the most interceptions, the 
lowest average gain per pass, the worst 
turnover ratio in the AFC (minus 20—11 more 
“= than the next-worst team), the most fumbles, 


3 and the worst third-down conversion per- 


centage (25 percent) in the NEL. 


team stats & 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Fis 
Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


oy 


‘TOP: CHARLES BERNHARDT, BOTTOM: BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


kes 


———/ Ff 


the numbers 


Rob Johnson may not be another Jim Kelly, but 
he should get the Bills back on the right track. 


Phillips hired Joe Pendry as his offensive coor- 
dinator, and that means running the football. The 
Bills declared the same intentions last year, but then 
often swerved from their course. Pendry is serious 
about it. “I'll be handing off a lot,” said Johnson. 

Last year the Bills tried to play the old Wash- 
ington Redskins’ offense with no fullback and a lot 
of tight ends. But none of their tight ends was effec- 
tive and their line was not the Hogs, so the plan 
was a disaster. This time the Bills will have ex-New 
England tough guy Sam Gash at 
fullback and hope that Lonnie John- 
son will finally blossom at tight end. 

Antowain Smith is the man now. 
He gained 840 yards as a rookie, often 
on holes he created himself. He scored 
eight touchdowns and averaged 4.3 
yards per carry, but he didn’t get the 
ball enough. He should get it often 
this season. Either Thurman Thomas 
will be an expensive backup or Buf 
falo’s version of Marcus Allen. 
Thomas gained 643 yards last year 
and averaged 4.2 yards, but his great- 
est value in the new offense may be 
asa third-down back. With his receiv- 
ing skills, Thomas is capable of more than the 30 
receptions and 208 yards he contributed in ‘97. 


league rank 


291.1 
111.4 
179.7 

15.9 


8.9 
19.7 


303.3 
112.0 
191.3 

22.9 


15 
46 


-20 


Andre Reed and Quinn Early each caught 60 
passes, but Reed is 34 and Early is 33. The Bills need 
to have 1996 first-round draft choice Eric Moulds 
play like a first-round draft choice. He averaged 
just 10.1 yards on his 29 receptions and he drops 
the ball too much. Kevin Williams was signed as 
a free agent from Arizona mostly because of his 
return work, but he could end up on the field more 
frequently than Phillips wants to see him. 

Phillips hired Carl Mauck to toughen his offen- 
sive line. The left side is O.K., with veteran tackle 
John Fina and Pro Bowl guard Ruben Brown. Cen- 
ter Dusty Zeigler got a passing grade in his first 
year as a regular. The right side needs to be 
repaired. That’s why Joe Panos of the Eagles was 
signed to play guard. Jerry Ostroski, really a 
guard, is the starter at right tackle. Huge rookie 
tackle Robert Hicks may be used immediately. 


After rushing for 840 yards and eight touchdowns in 
part-time duty, Antowain Smith is the future in Buffalo. 


the key stats 
The Bills scored nearly half of their points in the fourth 
quarter in 1997 (123 of 255). Their red-zone defense ranked 
fifth in the NFL. joined Jerry Rice as the only 
players to record 11 seasons with at least 50 catches. 
joined Reggie White as the first NFL players 
to record 10 sacks or more in 11 different seasons. 


The strength of the defense remains the formidable line of 
super pass rusher Bruce Smith and Phil Hansen on the ends 
and Ted Washington, now the team’s highest-paid player, at 


End Bruce Smith (left) and nose 
tackle Ted Washington (above) give 
Buffalo 600 pounds of Pro Bowl 
muscle on the defensive line. 


nose tackle. Smith led the AFC with 14 sacks and Hansen had 
six. Washington was voted the team’s most valuable player. 


The defensive unit still has some big names, but it lost key 
players. Pass rusher Bryce Paup signed a free-agent contract 
with Jacksonville and cornerback Jeff Burris signed with Indi- 
anapolis. Inside linebacker Damien Covington suffered a 
career-ending injury just after he had 20 solo tackles against 
Denver. His partner, the venerable Chris Spielman, is attempt- 
ing to come back after a serious vertebrae injury. There is an 
opening for rookie Sam Cowart of Florida State. 

Gabe Northern, a disappointment in his second season after 
an outstanding rookie year, will try to replace Paup at left line- 
backer. The Bills paid big money to keep Sam Rogers, the right 
linebacker. Spielman and John Holocek are the inside backers. 

Thomas Smith is one of the better coverage corners. Mar- 
lon Kerner and Ken Irvin will compete to replace Burris on the 
left side. Henry Jones returns at strong safety and Kurt Schulz 
at free safety. Bill Bradley, once an all-pro safety with the Eagles, 
gets his first NFL coaching experience working with this group. 

Williams should upgrade the dismal return game. The 
Bills need to control opposing kickoff returners, who destroyed 
them. Steve Christie hit 24 of 30 field goals, although his kick- 
offs cost the Bills field position. Punter Chris Mohr often mas- 
ters the winds in Rich Stadium. 
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BUFFALO BILLS 


Wade Phillips, Head Coach 
Ted Cottrell, Defensive Coordinator; Joe Pendry, Offensive Coordinator; Max Bowman, 
Assistant to Head Coach/Tight Ends; Bill Bradly, Defensive Backs; Bruce DeHaven, 
Special Teams; Chris Dickson, Offensive Quality Control; Bishop Harris, Running Backs; 
Charlie Joiner, Wide Receivers; Rusty Jones, Strength and Conditioning; Chuck Lester, 
Assistant Linebackers; John Levra, Defensive Line; Carl Mauck, Offensive Line; 
Turk Schonert, Quarterbacks; Elijah Pitts, Assistant Head Coach/Running Backs 
# QUARTERBACK BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
13 Ballard, Jim 04/16/72 ‘Mount Union 
15 Collins, Todd 11/05/71 Michigan 
2 Flutie, Doug 10/23/62 Boston College 
11 Johnson, Rob 03/18/73 Southern California 
10 Van Pelt, Alex 05/01/70 Pittsburgh 


# OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 

76 Albright, Ethan® North Carolina 
79 Brown, Ruben Pittsburgh 
63 Conaty, Bll Virginia Tech 
70 Fina, John Arizona 

74 Nails, Jamie Florida A&M 
660 Ostroski, Jerry” Tulsa 

72 Panos, Joe* Wisconsin 
73 Rockwood, Mike Nevada 

69 Spriggs, Marcus Houston 

61 Zeigler, Dusty Notre Dame 


# RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE 

33 Gash, Sam* Penn State 

44 Holmes, Darick® Portland State 
25 Ingoglia, Rene Massachusetts 
23 Smith, Antowain Houston 

34 Thomas, Thurman Oklahoma State 


# RECEIVER: COLLEGE 
88 Early, Quinn 04/13/65 lowa 

17 Galloway, Mitchell 10/08/74 East Carolina 
84 Johnson, Lonnie* ozamrt Florida State 

80 Moulds, Eric o7n7/73 Mississippi State 
83 Reed, Andre 01/29/64 Kutztown (PA) 
81 Reese, Jerry 03/18/73, San Jose State 
85 Riemersma, Jay 05/17/73 Michigan 

82 Williams, Kevin* 0125/71 Miami (FL) 


# DEFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 

90 Hansen, Phil North Dakota State 
98 Moran, Sean Colorado State 

91 Price, Shawn* Pacific 

78 Smith, Bruce Virginia Tech 

92 Washington, Ted* Louisville 

75 Wiley, Marcellus Columbia 

93 Williams, Pat Texas 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS COLLEGE 
27 Irvin, Ken® Memphis 

31 Jackson, Ray Colorado State 

20 Jones, Henry iinois 

46 Kerner, Marion Ohio State 

21 Martin, Emanuel Alabama State 

24 Schulz, Kurt Eastern Washington 
40 Smedley, Eric indiana 

28 Smith, Thomas North Carolina 

37 Woodson, Sean Jackson State 


# LINEBACKERS COLLEGE 

96 Brandenburg, Dan Indiana State 
52 Holecek, John® Minois 

99 Northern, Gabe Louisiana State 
58 Perry, Marlo Jackson State 
‘59 Rogers, Sam* Colorado 

54 Spielman, Chris Ohio State 


# KICKERS COLLEGE 
2 Christie, Steve 6-0 185 11/13/67 8 William & Mary 
9 Mohr, Chris P 6-5 215 05/11/66 9 Alabama 

* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 
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RND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
Cowart, Sam LB 6-3 239 02/26/75 Florida Stal 
Hicks, Robert OT 6-8 345 11/17/74 Mississippi St 
Linton, Jonathan FB 6-1 North Carolina 
Coleman, Fred WR 6-4 Washington 
Allotey, Victor oT 6-4 Indiana 
Loud, Kamil WR 6-1 Cal Poly SLO 


wee 


05/01/71 
o2/3/72 
03/08/73, 
03/11/69 
06/03/75 
7/1270 
ower 
06/05/73, 
05/17/74 
09/27/73 


Rasta escoswe 


03/07/69 
o7/o171 
05/23/72 
03/14/72 
05/16/66 


Saswe 


05/20/68 
06/05/73, 
03/28/70 
06/18/63 
04/13/68 
11/30/74 
10/24/72 


7/11/72 
02/17/73, 
12/29/67 
03/18/73 
07/31/69 
12/12/68 
07/23/73 
12/05/70 
og/27/74 


02/02/73 
05/07/72 
06/08/74 
08/25/72 
05/30/70 
10/11/65 


Street & Smith’s Pro Football 


LEFT: CHARLES BERNHARDT, RIGHT: PAUL JASIENSKI 


1998 DEPTH CHART 
1997 FINAL STATS . 


Won 6, Lost 10 starters Indicated In red 


Minnesota 79,139 
at NY Jets 72,988 
atKansas City 78,169 
Indianapolis 55,340 
Detroit 78,025 
atNew England 59,802 
at indianapolis 61,139 
Denver 78,458 Perry 
Miami 78,011 


New England 65,783 (us) (us) Rogers 
at Miami 74,155 Brandenburg Brandenburg 


atTennessee 23,571 (ous) Washington ® 
New York Jets 47,776 Price 
at Chicago 39,784 @ © @ (re) (cs) 
Jacksonville 41,231 
at Green Bay 60,108 Irvin Hansen B, Smith 
Kerner Moran Wiley 


BILLS ON DEFENSE 


AVG LONG TD 


BILLS ON OFFENSE 


; Fina Zeigler Ostroskd 
Hobert ur E Nails Hicks 


Conaty 
or © O@O8SDGOSO 
g Early Brown Panos Johnson 


Team 


Opponents Moulds Rockwood Spriggs Riemersma 


Reed 

RECEIVING i Williams 
Reed 
Early 
Johnson . 
Thomas . @ 
Moulds . 

it Gash 
A. Smith Linton 
Riemersma 
Holmes: 
Tindale 
Cline 
Reese 


Team 
Opponents 


Williams Williams 
PASSING Moulds @ Moulds 
Collins 215 2367 12 


Van Pelt 2 a 
¥ 


Hobert eur 1330 
Mohr 2 0 Albright Albright _ 
Team 3213.14 Ponaty, Comat 


Opponents 3405 17 


Mohr 
Flutie 


B, Smith 14.0, Paup 9.5, Hansen 6.0, Moran 4. Ci) Christie CP) Mohr 
Washington 4.0, Rogers3.5, Jones 2.0, 
Holecek 1.5,Covington 0.5, Jeffcoat 0.5, 


Team 46.0, Opponents 46.0 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 81 


ill Parcells sent a subtle message when he 
signed running back Curtis Martin to a con- 
tract which the New England Patriots could 


not match. The deal stripped the Jets of their premi- 
um draft choices until the year 2000. Parcells, howev- 


Aaron Glenn 
became the first 
det in the '90s 


tobe elected to _er, aims to make his big move before then. After that, 
the Pro Bowl the Jets may be assistant coach Bill Belichick’s team. 
as a starter. 


Ready for Takeoff 

Meanwhile, the future is now for the Jets—as long, 
as Parcells can find a viable quarterback and a decent 
pass rush. Those are huge qualifiers. 
Glenn Foley, who attempted fewer 
than 100 passes and threw for just 
three touchdowns, appears to be 
the choice at quarterback, His 
major asset is that he is not Neil 
O'Donnell, to whom Parcells 
barely spoke in the final six 
weeks of last season. Young 
Ray Lucas, who saw limit- 
ed duty late last season, is | 
more of an option-style 

quarterback, and is No. 3. 
The pass rush recorded 29 
Ve sacks, 10 under the AFC average, 
h, and unless top draft choice Dori- 
an Boose of Washington State, who was taken 
SS in the second round, turns out to bea phenom, 

= 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


it did not get better in the off-season. 
This is going to be more difficult than 
Parcells figured. The Jets had been down for 
so long that last season looked like up, and 
the 9-7 record may have been part mirage. 
» Reality arrived in the last month of the sea- 
son, when the club lost three of four, 


The Jets’ 


offense features 

new starters Jumbo Jet 

Curtis Martin, If the Jets equal last season’s victory total, Mar- 
Glenn Foley, and 


tin will have earned his big salary. He gained 1,160 


ferin Mawae ‘yards for New England before lie was knocked out 


(below, |. to r.). 


NeW YORK JETS 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


of the lineup by injuries with a month to play. If the 
Jets can keep him healthy, he’s a potent weapon. Part 
of the plan for his well-being included the signing of 
Martin’s one-time backfield running mate in New 
England, Keith Byers; Seattle’s free-agent center, 
Kevin Mawae; and former Chicago guard Todd 
Burger. Parcells needs much more. 

There could be at least five changes in the offen- 
sive unit of a team that improved its victory total 
by eight games a year ago. If Foley gets the start at 
quarterback, the ex-Boston College star will have 
an ex-Boston College head coach, Dan 
Henning, tutoring him. Henning did- 
n't coach him at B.C., however. (Tom 
295.4 Coughlin did.) 

Air Strikes 

If the line protects him, Foley will 
get a chance to use Keyshawn John- 
son, who finally began to live up to the 
hype in the second half of the season 
and finished with 70 catches. Acrobat- 
ic overachiever Wayne Chrebet caught 
58 passes. Dedric Ward (18 receptions) 
showed some flash. Leon Johnson is a 
versatile back. He caught 16 passes, 
rushed for 158 yards, and returned 51 
punts and 12 kickoffs. 

Blocking by the tight ends becomes more essen- 
tial with Martin the focus. Kyle Brady is still devel- 
oping, but he needs to help Foley by improving on 
his 22 catches. Fred Baxter may be used more as a 
second tight end. He had three touchdown recep- 
tions last year. 

Jumbo Elliott, who added to his surgeries with 
an Achilles tendon repair, is back at left tackle. Ker- 
ry Jenkins, who replaced Elliott in December, may 
move to the right side. Matt O’Dwyer is maturing 
into a solid right guard. Burger and Mawae are the 
new starters, although Lamont Burns could battle 
Burger for the left guard spot. 


COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: ACTIVE IMAGES, LANGELLO/SPORTFOLIO, CHUCK RYDLEWSKI, SPORTFOLIO. 


the key stats 
1997 marked the first Jets winning season since 1988. The 
defense allowed the second-fewest points in the AFC 
(278). Curtis Martin set a New England record with his 
third consecutive 1,000-yard rushing season. Leon John- 
sonis the first Jet to return a punt and a kickoff for touch- 
downs in the same season. 


Keyshawn Johnson has more catches for more yards over his first 30 
games than Michael Irvin, Herman Moore, Cris Carter, and Tim Brown. 


Cutting Their Losses 

The Jets held opponents to 10 fewer points per game than 
they did in 1996, an act of magic by defensive coordinator 
Belichick. Parcells traded his best pass rusher, Hugh Douglas, to 
the Philadelphia Eagles. He may switch to a four-man front if 
second-year tackles Rick Terry and Jason Ferguson mature quick- 
ly. Anthony Pleasant, who comes over from the Atlanta Falcons, 
will replace Douglas unless Boose makes an immediate impact. 
Rick Lyle is the left end. 

Parcells is high on middle linebacker and leading tackler Mar- 
vin Jones. “You're going to see a different guy,” he predicted. 
“It’s just a matter of getting him in the right place.” James Far- 
rior, who started 15 games as a rookie at right linebacker, should 
be integrated more fully into the defense. Mo Lewis's forte is 
rushing the passer. He led the team with eight sacks, 

Belichick has to get better players than Jerome Henderson 
at free safety and Otis Smith at right cornerback. Smith returned 
three of his six interceptions for touchdowns, but he was burned 
for nine touchdowns. Pro Bow! left cornerback Aaron Glenn has 
started 54 straight games. Quarterbacks have learned to challenge 
the other side. Strong safety Victor Green led the Jets with 92 
solo tackles, giving him 315 in his three seasons as the starter. 


Something Special 

Among the reasons the Jets shook off their 1-15 shroud was 
the play of their special teams. Glenn averaged an AFC-high 26.5 
yards on kickoff returns and Johnson 12.1 on punt returns (third 
in the AFC), and each scored. The Jets ranked No. 1 in the league 
in average starting point after kickoffs (30.8-yard line), John Hall’s 
kickoffs provided consistent field position. Hall hit 28 of 41 field 
goals. Punter Brian Hansen averaged 43.2 yards. The coverage 
was solid. 


JIM TURNER 


Street & Smit! 


Pro Football 


NEW YORK JETS 


Bill Parcells, Head Coach 


Bill Belichick, Assistant Head Coaci/Secondary, Charlie Weis, Offensive Coordinator Wide 
Receivers; Maurice Carthon, Running Backs; Romeo Crennel, Defensive Lit 
Linebackers; Todd Haley, Offensive Assistant/Quality Cont 
Pat Hodgson, Tight Ends; John Lott, Strength and Conditioning; Eric Mangini, Defensive 


Assistant/Quality Control; Bill Muir, Offensive Line; Mike Sweatman, Special Teams 


# QUARTERBACK 
7 Clements, Chuck 
4 Foley, Glenn 

18 Lucas, Ray 

14 O'Donnell, Neil 


# OFFENSIVE LINE 
63 Burger, Todd* 6-3 
63 Burns, Lamont 6-4 
64 Conrad, J.B. 3 
76 Elliott, Jumbo. -7 
67 Gisler, Mike* 4 
77 Hagood, Jay 34 
{65 Hudson, John 2 
71 Jenkins, Kerry -6 
75 Malamala, Siupeli 5 
52 Mawae, Kevin* 7 
70 O'Dwyer, Matt : 
66 Palelel, Lonnie : 
79 Thorp, Deron 
73 Wiliams, David : 
# RUNNING BACKS. rT 
20 Anderson, Richie 6+ 
41 Byars, Keith* 6- 

6 


5 

3 

8 

5 

2 

a 

92 Johnson, Leon 1 


WI 
214 


BORN. 
09/29/73 


EXP. 
1 


210 10/10/70 4 


201 


08/06/72 


2 


228 07/03/66 7 


Wr 
303 
295 
300 


BORN. 
03/20/70 
03/16/74 
02/02/74 


EXP. 
4 
1 
1 


308 04/01/65 10 


300 
306 
276 
320 
305 
296 
294 
315 
330 
300 
Wr 
225 
255 
210 


08/26/69 
08/09/73 
01/29/68 
09/06/73, 
01/15/69, 
01/23/71 
09/01/72 
10/15/70 
08/31/73, 
06/21/66 


BORN, 
09/13/71 


10/14/63 1 


07/13/74 


28 Martin, Curtis? 5-11 203 05/01/73 
27 Sowell, Jerald 6-0 248 01/21/74 


# RECEIVERS HT 


WT 


BORN, 


84 Baxter, Fred TE 6-3 260 06/14/71 
88 Brady, Kyle TE 6-6 260 01/14/72 
80 Chrebet, Wayne WR 5-10 185 08/14/73 
19 Johnson, Keyshawn WR 6-3 215 07/22/72 
86 Van Dyke,Alex © WR 6-0 200 07/24/74 


89 Ward, Dedric WR 5-9 
it DEFENSIVE LINE ut 


179 
wr 


09/29/74 
BORN, 


78 Day, Terry 6-5 275 09/18/74 
98 Dixon, Ronnie 6-3 310 05/10/71 
72 Ferguson, Jason 6-3 305 11/28/74 
92 Hamilton, Bobby 6-5 280 01/07/71 
93 Keneley, Matt 6-4 205 12/01/73 
93 Logan, Ernie 6-3 290 05/18/68 
95 Lyle, Rick 6-5 280 02/26/71 
96 Pleasant, Anthony DE 6-5 280 01/27/68 


94 Terry, Rick 6-4 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT 


290 
WI 


04/05/74 
BORN, 


36 Austin, Raymond 5-11 190 12/21/74 


44 Brown, Corwin 6-4 


200 


04/25/70 


42 Coleman, Marcus 6-2 205 05/24/74 


31 Glenn, Aaron 5-9 


185 


o7/i6/72 


24 Green, Victor 5-9 205 12/08/69 
30 Hayes, Chris 5-11 200 05/07/72 
26 Henderson, Jerome S 5-10 188 08/08/69 


35 Marshall, Anthony? S 6-1 
24 Mickens, Ray 5-8 


212 
180 


09/16/70 
01/04/73 


45 Smith, Otis* 5-11 190 10/22/65 


4 LINEBACKERS HT 
53 Cascadden, Chad? 6-1 


54 Gordon, Dwayne 6-4 


it KICKERS HT 


WI. 


BORN, 


5 
1 
7 
1 
6 
4 
3 
5 
1 
9 
x! 
5 
2 
1 
3 
1 
xi 
5 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
x 
1 
5 
1 
2 
1 
7 
4 
8 
1 
Xi 
1 
5 
2 
4 
5 
2 
7 
4 
2 


7 
EXP, 


235 05/14/72 3 
58 Farrior, James 6-2 229 01/06/75 
51 Finkes, Matt 6-3 272 02/12/75 
240 11/02/69 5 
52 Johnson, Pepper 6-3 259 07/29/64 12 
55 Jones, Marvin 6-2 250 06/28/72 
57 Lewis, Mo 6-3 255 10/21/69 7 Georgia 
‘56 Wing, Chris 6-2 235 05/28/71 


wr 


BORN, 


9 Hall, John K 6-2 222 03/17/74 
11 Hansen, Brian P 6-4 215 10/26/60 14 Sioux Falls 
“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 
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56 Boose, Dorian. 
67 Frost, Scott 

87 Williams, Kevin 
111 Fabini, Jason 
134 Dailey, C 

141. Karezewski, Doug 
146 Spence, Blake 
149. Bateman, Eric 
163 Ogbogu, Eric 
183 Johnson, Dustin 
195. Hart, Lawrence 


DE 
0B 
cB 


1 
1 
5 


1 
EXP. 


01/29/74 


COLLEGE 
Houston 
Boston College 
Rutgers 
Maryland 
COLLEGE 

Penn State 
East Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Houston 
Virginia Tech 
Auburn 

Troy State 
Washington 
Louisiana State 
Northwestern 
UNIV 
Nevada-Reno 
Florida 


P_ COLLEGE 


Penn State 
Ohio State 
North Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
Tulane 


P_ COLLEGE 


‘Auburn 

Penn State 

Hofstra 

Southern California 
Nevada 

Northern towa 


P._ COLLEGE 


Mississipp! State 
Cincinnati 

Georgia 

Southern Mississippi 
use 

East Carolina 
Missouri 

Tennessee State 
North Carolina 


P._ COLLEGE 


Tennessee 
Michigan 

Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 
Akron 
Washington State 
Clemson 
Louisiana State 
Texas A&M 
Missouri 
COLLEGE 
Wisconsin 
Virginia 

Ohio State 

New Hampshire 
Ohio State 
Florida State 


Boise State 


COLLEGE 
Wisconsin 


ND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
6-6 282 


Washington St 


01/04/75 Neb 


08/04/75 


08/25/74 Cincinnati 


06/11/75 


Northwestern 


02/06/75 Virginia 
06/20/75 Oregon 


12/28/73 


Brigham Young 


07/18/75 Maryland 


08/05/73 


Brigham Young 


09/19/76 Southern U 


; Al Groh, 
| Dan Henning, Quarterbacks; 


Oklahoma State 
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1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 9, Lost 7 


at Seattle 

Buffalo 

at New England 

Oakland 

at Cincinnati 

at Indianapolis 

Miami 

New England 

Baltimore 

at Miami Farrior 
at Chicago Cascadden 
Minnesota 


at Buffalo ® 
Indianapolis Ferguson. Dixon 


oe ©0900 © 
at Detroit 

Glenn Lyle Pleasant Smith 
RUSHING ._ YDS AVG LONG TD Mickens Hamilton Boose Coleman 


rene JETS ON DEFENSE 
Lucas i = — _— 
O'Donnell 

Sowell 

Neal 

Ward 

Clements 

Foley 


Team 
Opponents 


PS ree re eee ee 


RECEIVING . Van Dyke Gisler 
K. Johnson ; (os) 
Chrebet 4 


O'Donnell 


Martin 
L. Johnson 3. L Johnson 
Neal 
Van Dyke 


Brown, 
Sowell 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 
O'Donnell 
Foley 
Lucas 

L, Johnson 
asset Hudson Hudson 
Team Gisler Gisler 
Opponents 


ae Johnson 


Foley 
Lewis 8.0, Ferguson 4.5, Douglas 4.0, 
M. Jones 3.0, Lyle 3.0, Marshall Tot. 3.0, o* Hansen 
Green 2.0, Farrior 1.5, Hamilton 1.0, | 
Mickens 1.0, Terry 1.0 


Team 29.0, Opponents 48.0 
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he way quarterback Peyton Manning sees 

it, his decision to stay at the University of 

Tennessee for his senior season will bene- 
fit his new team, the Indianapolis Colts. “I’m 
stronger, both physically and mentally, because of 
that extra year,” says Manning. 

The forte of the new offensive coordinator, Tom 
Moore, is the running game. The care and feeding 
of Manning will be the task of another veteran 
coach, Bruce Arians. Manning will still take the rit- 
ual pummeling every rookie starting quarterback 
takes, according to his general man- 
ager, Bill Polian, but the pounding 
may not be as intense for a couple of 
reasons. For one thing, the Colts have 
Marshall Faulk, whom football fans 
seemed to forget is still an elite back. 
For another, the club has a rising pair 
of offensive linemen in Tarik Glenn 
and Adam Meadows. 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Marshall Law 
New head coach Jim Mora said 


Marshall Faulk that not coaching last year gave him Greasy 
(above) re- a new perspective on his job. He @RECAS 
established his claims he’s not as intense as he was MAMGN Eg Uia 
prominence in in New Orleans, where he would 

Gf last seacor: take occasional dips into despondency. 


The fulcrum for Mora football will be 
Faulk. He produced 80 first downs 
for the last-place Colts in their dis- 


bars 
; = mal 97 season, trailing only 
seewtee")) Terrell Davis of Denver and 
a St Pittsburgh’s Jerome Bettis 
among AFC backs. 
= Though he has not been so 
a || 


effective as he was at the start 
of his NFL career, Faulk nev- 


ertheless was eighth in 
a 


‘TOP: ROB LEITER, BOTTOM: SCOTT D’ERRICO 


the AFC last year, 
with 1,054 yards 
rushing despite all 
the team chaos. 
That was good 
7 enough to put him 
in ninth place for 
all-time best sea- 


f 
f(A 
hd AS) 
sons by a Colt back. 


He averaged four 


od Indianapolis has its 
franchise quarterback 
in Peyton Manning. 
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


‘The Colts are high on Peyton Manning, but the 
fulcrum for the offense will be Marshall Faulk. 


yards per carry and scored seven touchdowns, fig- 
ures that should inflate this fall. Zack Crockett is 
his blocking fullback. 

The Colts will run the ball. That became more 
obvious when Polian committed to Marcus Pollard, 
the Colts’ second tight end. Look for Pollard to team 
with Ken Dilger to create a pound-it-out double- 
tight-end attack. That’s Mora’s kind of football. 


Rising Stars 

Glenn and Meadows played in a state of con- 
fusion as rookies last year. They were 
the club’s first rookie opening-day 
offensive line starters since 1984, 
Glenn reported just before the start 
of the season, so the original plan to 
start him at left tackle was junked 
and he became a temporary guard. 
Meadows, slated to be a guard, had 
to play tackle in Glenn’s absence and 
was kept there. 

In fact, four of the five starting 
positions on the line will change, a 
situation which Mora placed in the 
hands of veteran offensive line coach 
Howard Mudd. After allowing 62 
sacks, worst in the AFC, a change 
was in order. Glenn will take over for Meadows at 
left tackle. Meadows will switch to right tackle, 
where Tony Mandarich started 16 games. Man- 
darich will try right guard. The left guard is Tom 
Myslinski, who was signed as free agent from 
Pittsburgh. The only incumbent starter is center 
Jay Leeuwenburg. 


304.3 
107.9 
196.4 
19.6 
8.0 
21.2 


303.4 
127.1 
176.3 

25.1 


12 25T 
37 21T 


-3 19T 


Above Average 

Marvin Harrison had a solid year as an NFL 
sophomore, catching 73 passes and scoring six 
touchdowns. Aaron Bailey was effective as the 
third wideout. They will have a pair of new col- 
leagues, rookies Jerome Pathon of Washington and 
E.G. Green of Florida State. In college each aver- 
aged more than five yards per catch above the aver- 
ages of the Colts’ starters. Dilger’s 27 catches also 
averaged two yards more than those of the wide- 
outs. Faulk caught 47 passes. Manning is likely to 
throw to the latter pair often. 


Soft Spot 

Defensively, the softest area is linebacking. 
That’s why Polian reacquired 32-year-old middle 
linebacker Jeff Herrod, who is valued as much for 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


Jim Mora, Head Coach 
the ke y stats ‘Tom Moore, Offensive Coordinator, Rusty Tillman, Defensive Coordinator; Bruce Arians, 
i: -" it Quarterbacks; Greg Blache, Defensive Line; George Catavolos, Assistant Head Coach/Defensive 
Tecorded all four of is ioe: yecd shee Backs; Gene Huey, Running Backs; Tony Marciano, Tight Ends; Howard Mudd, Offensive Line; 
games over the last seven games of ’97. For the third time Mike Murphy, Linebackers; Jay Norvell, Wide Recveivers; John Pagano, Defensive Assistant; 


in four years, he accounted for over 30 percent of the Colts’ es Sere Sores fens Dena one, nies on epee a, 
net yards. The Colts have defeated the defending Super @@EMUUGIZE HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
Bowl champions in three straight seasons. Indianapolis $ 1 Holcomb,Kelly QB 6-2 219 07/09/73 2 Middle Tennessee State 


. Pas s, 3M il at 11/67 6 Oregon 
ranked second in the league in time of possession. eS) SP 6S eee “ 
OFFENSIVE LINE ri BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


78 Glenn, Tarik 05/25/76 California 

58 Leeuwenburg, Jay zs 06/18/69 Colorado 

79 Mandarich, Tony* 09/23/66 Michigan State 
his leadership as he is for his hitting. Quentin Coryatt is one #% 73 Meadows, Adam 01/25/74 1 Georgia 
of the highest-paid outside linebackers in the NFL, buthe does & 62 Myslinski, Tom* : 12/07/68 6 Tennessee 
not play like it very often. Steve Morrison and Elijah Alexan- 71 Vickers. Kipp" os/27/69 3 Miami (FL) 
der will battle for the job on the left side. SS COLLESE, 

The secondary was fortified by awarding a $20-million, $ 52 Coctetl ack ee 

five-year contract to Jeff Burris, formerly of the Buffalo Bills. $ 2g Faulk, Marshall ‘San Diego State 
Burris is a solid cornerback, but one who may never have 33 Groce, Clif Texas A&M 
attracted a Pro Bowl vote. Carlton Gray moves to the right 44 Hetherington, Chris, Yale 
corner to accommodate Burris. Jason Belser is the free safety § 2! Warren, Lamont Colorado 
and Robert Blackmon the strong safety. New defensive coor- $2505 COLLEGE 


dinator Rusty Tillman will be more aggressive since Indy inter- % ® Bailey, Aaron toa! 4 Louisville 
A ty 8 = 83 Banta, Bradford 12/14/70 ‘Southern California 
cepted just 12 passes last season. 


85 Dilger, Ken 02/02/71 3 linois 

88 Harrison, Marvin 08/25/72 2 Syracuse 

Alive and Kicking 18 Jacquet, Nate 09/02/75 San Diego State 
Right end Dan Footman, the ex-Raven, revived his career & 81 Pollard, Marcus 02/08/72 Bradley 

with 10.5 sacks. Alongside him is Ellis Johnson, with Al $83 Smal, Torrance DASA noms 

Fontenot at left end. Bernard Whittington, Tony McCoy, and DEFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 

Carl Powell are in the mix. If he’s recovered from the knee § % Fontenoal DE A coe) 

sc i 98 Footman, Dan DE 01/13/63 5 Florida State 

injury that caused him to miss the last half of the season, Tony Johnson, Elis oT 40/30/73 Florida 

Bennett will again be the designated pass rusher. 90 Martin, Steve «OT Oasirré 2. Missourt 
Polian signed Mike Vanderjagt, the best two-way kicker 61 McCoy, Tony oT 06/10/69 Florida 


in the Canadian Football League, to try to push former Pro 92 Powell, Carl OE o1/oai74 Louisville 


97 Shello,Kendel OT 19/24173 Southern 


Bowl place-kicker Cary Blanchard. The Colts are happy with os Wana ES Ra OT fei pecs 


punter Chris Gardocki, who ranked third in the NFL with a 

45.3-yard average. Bailey set club single-season records for @=aEESISTETES ae LSE 
a 2 29 Belser, Jason 05/28/70 6 Oklahoma 

kickoff returns (55) and kickoff-return yardage (1,206). Pathon $2: siaskmon, Robert arom ears 

could become an important return man. 22 Burris, Jeff" cB 06/07/72 Notre Dame 


New CB Jeff Burris (below, left) and leading receiver Marvin Harrison > Cla Rico = 96/06/74 1 Louisvile 


Abc > 26 Gray,Cariton CB os2671 5 UCLA 
(below, right) provide big-play potential on offense and defense. 39 McDaniel, Emmanuel CB 07/27/72 2 East Carolina 


40 McElroy, Ray° cB 07/3172 Eastern Illinois, 
34 Montgomery, D. CB 12/08/73 Houston 


PZ + uncsackers > COLLEGE 
50 Alexander, Elijah 08/08/70 Kansas State 
53 Baker, Myron* 01/06/71 Louisiana Tech 
56 Bennett, Tony 07/01/67 Mississippi 
57 Berry, Bert 08/15/75 Notre Dame 
53 Burroughs, Sammie 06/21/73, Portiand State 
55 Coryatt, Quentin 08/01/70 Texas A&M 
54 Herrod, Jeff* 07/29/66 Mississippi 
58 Marshall, Whit 01/06/73, Georgia 
52 Morrison, Steve? 12/28/71 Michigan 
51 Von Der Ahe, Scott 10/12/75 Saddleback CC 
# KICKERS XP. COLLEGE 
14 Blanchard, Cary 64 11/05/68 6 Oklahoma State 
17 Gardocki, Chris 6-1 200 02/07/70 7 Clemson 
12 Vanderjagt, Mike 6-5 210 03/24/70 0 WestVirginia 

“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 


THE 1998 DRAFT 


RND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN 
1 Manning, Peyton 0B 
Pathon, Jerome WR 5 
en, E.G. ‘5 Florida State 
McKinney, Ste oT 6 Texas A&M, 
Jordon, Antony 37 12/ Vanderbilt 
Gaines, Cory 185 Tennessee 
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TOMASSO DEROSA/TDS}'(2) 


1998 DEPTH CHART 


1337 FINAL STATS 


Won 3, Lost 13 


at Miami 70,813 
New England 53,632 
Seattle 49,194 
at Buffalo 55,340 
New York Jets 48,295 
at Pittsburgh 57,925 
Buffalo 61,139 
at San Diego 63,177 
Tampa Bay 58,512 
Cincinnati 58,473 
Green Bay 60,928 
at Detroit 62,803 
atNew England 58,507 
at NY Jets 61,168 
Miami 61,282 
at Minnesota 


AVG LONG TD 


Holcomb 
Justin 

Potts ino 
Harrison 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 
Harrison 
Dawkins 
Faulk 
Dilger 
Bailey 
Stablein 
Warren 
Crockett 
Pollard 
Slutzker 
Doering 
Glenn 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 
Harbaugh 
Justin 
Holcomb 
Warren 


Team 
Opponents 


Footman 10.5, Fontenot 4.5, E. Johnson 4.5, 
Bennett 3.0, Blackmon 3.0, McCoy 2.5, 
Coryatt 2.0, Alexander 1.0, Belser 1.0, 
Burroughs 1.0, Montgomery 1.0,Morrison 1.0, 
Shello 1.0 


Team 37.0, Opponents 62.0 
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Predicted order 
of finish 


AFC CENTRAL 


Another season of experience makes the 
Jaguars a contender for the Super Bowl. 


by Larry Felser Buffalo News 


necessary to run the ball consistently. The 

Pittsburgh Steelers dominate with Jerome Bet- 
tis and the Tennessee Oilers have ambitions with 
Eddie George. The Jacksonville Jaguars may have 
more of everything than any of their division com- 
petitors, but after the departure of Natrone Means, 
the Jaguars have entrusted their running game to 
rookie Fred Taylor. 

Before there is any makeover in the AFC Cen- 
tral, though, Pittsburgh must be dealt with. The 
Steelers smothered their division rivals, winning 
six of eight games last year, 


ij norder to prevail in the Central Division, it is 


Jacksonville 
Jaguars 

The Jaguars have won 20 
games over the last two seasons. 
It took the AFC’s Super Bowl 
team to eliminate them in each 
of the last two playoffs. Jack- 
sonville has the right quarter- 
back in Mark Brunell, a muscu- 
lar offensive line, talented receivers, a promising 
rookie running back in Taylor, and sound coaching. 
Another season of experience should create a divi- 
sion championship. 

The Jags added some savvy to the defense 
when they signed linebacker Bryce Paup from the 
Buffalo Bills. Paup can be an awesome pass rush- 
er when he’s healthy. If some of their veteran defen- 
sive tackles return from injury and the club gets 
full contributions from two inconsistent young- 
sters, end Tony Brackens and linebacker Kevin 
Hardy, Jacksonville should be a tougher road team 
and a legitimate contender for the Super Bowl. 


Pittsburgh Steelers* 

The Steelers’ unsung most valuable man in 
their organization may be the director of football 
operations, Tom Donahoe. His drafts keep replen- 
ishing the roster with good players to replace the 
parade of free agents they lose every winter. The 
toughest defection this year was Yancey Thigpen. 
Quarterback Kordell Stewart, still a work in 
progress, needs someone to step in for the depart- 
ed Pro Bowl wide receiver. 

When everything else fails, the Steelers can 
still win if Jerome Bettis bulls for his customary 
1,500 yards or so and the Steelers play their usu- 
al macho defense, which means choking the run 
and stomping the passer. 


+2 ee, 


TOP PLAYERS 


Offense: 
Eddie George, Tennessee Oilers 


Defense: 
Levon Kirkland, Pittsburgh Steelers 


Newcomer: 
Bryce Paup, Jacksonville Jaguars 


Tennessee Oilers* 

The Oilers get to stow their carpetbags this 
season, This young team played much better than 
its .500 record, and now that it will be playing in 
Nashville and scuttling those three-hour trips to 
“home” games, it should make a serious bid for a 
wild card. 

This could be the season that quarterback Steve 
MeNair becomes a polished NFL starter, which 
means his passing should be more efficient, With 
former Steeler Thigpen and first-round draft choice 
Kevin Dyson of Utah as McNair’s brand-new bat- 
terymates, the passing game should provide better 
balance to Eddie George's battering runs behind 
one of the conference’s better 
offensive lin 


Cincinnati Bengals 

Coach Bruce Coslet says he 
is going to be tougher on the 
Bengals this year. It could work. 
They usually cruise into a sea- 
son, stumble early, play their 
strongest in the second half, and then loaf their 
way through the off-season conditioning program 
ina dismal cycle. 

‘Trading unhappy defensive tackle Big Daddy 
Dan Wilkinson to the Washington Redskins was a 
sign that Coslet and general manager Mike Brown 
mean business. Now they have to rebuild the con- 
fidence of quarterback Jeff Blake in the wake of 
Boomer Esiason’s departure. 

‘The draft brings two future stars in first-round 
rookie linebackers Takeo Spikes of Auburn and Bri- 
an Simmons of North Carolina. They should fly to 
the ball in defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau’s blitz~ 
ing 3-4 alignment. 1 


Baltimore Ravens 

The Ravens’ hierarchy thought it needed a heavy 
dose of leadership, which is why it brought in Jim 
Harbaugh from the Indianapolis Colts to be the new 
quarterback. Baltimore was involved in 10 games 
decided by four points or less and won just three of 
them. Harbaugh has a mandate to change that. An 
emerging line, led by left tackle Jonathan Ogden, 
should protect the vulnerable Harbaugh. 

The best chance to alter their 6-9-1 record is 
with defense, where young linebackers Ray Lewis 
and Jamie Sharper, pass rushers Peter Boulware 
and Mike McCrary, and the top draft choice, cor- 
nerback Duane Starks, offer promise for the future. 
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‘TOP TO BOTTOM: LANGELLO/SPORTFOLIO; ROSS F, DETTMAN, JAMES D. SMITH 


Jimmy Smith 
(top) and Keenan 
McCardell (above) 
combined for 
2,488 receiving 
yards, the 
second-highest 
total in the NFL. 


Mark Brunell overcame an early injury to lead 
the AFC with a career-high QB rating. 
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With the right back behind Tony Boselli and Leon 
(| Searcy, the Jaguars could win a championship. 


ust how good are the Jaguars? They made the 

playoffs for the second time in their three- 

year history. They have some startling talent 
and they are well-coached. The Denver Broncos 
were the only AFC team to score more points. 


Yet the Jaguars allowed 24 points or more in 
seven games. Their rushing attack was mediocre 
and they lost their top runner, Natrone Means, to 
San Diego. They also were blown out of the play- 
offs, 42-17, by the Broncos in the wild- 
card round. Two areas the Jaguars 
must improve are their pass rush and 
the coverage by their corners. 

Free agency brought an upgrade 
in the pass rush when Bryce Paup of 
the Bills was signed. Paup was expen- 
sive and risky. He’s a routine invitee 
to the Pro Bowl, but a nagging groin 
injury and its aftereffects have taken 
him out of the elite category. Last sea- 
son, when the Bills suffered injuries 
and had to shift from their 3-4 align- 
ment to a 4-3, Paup’s weaknesses as 
a coverage linebacker were exposed. 

“I’m not worried,” said coach 
Tom Coughlin. “We signed him to attack the pass- 
er.” Besides, none of Jacksonville’s five Pro 
Bowl representatives came from the defense. 

The draft brings Syracuse safety 
Donovin Darius, a booming tackler, which 
will be a handy skill in the AFC Central 
against the likes of Pittsburgh’s Jerome Bet- 
tis and Tennessee’s Eddie George. The 
Jaguars traded backup quarter- 
back Rob Johnson to Buffalo for 
the No. 9 overall pick and may 
have hit the jackpot with Flori- 
da’s Fred Taylor, a big-game 
running back who scored four 
touchdowns against Florida 
State and gouged Penn State 
for 234 yards. 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


Put the right ball carrier 
behind tackles Tony Boselli and 
Leon Searcy and you get the 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


pounding sort of running game that wins champi- 
onships. That ball carrier could be Taylor. James 
Stewart, who labored in Means’ shadow, averaged 
4.1 yards per carry to Means’s 3.4, although Means 
had 108 more carries. Stewart also rushed for eight 
touchdowns, five of them ina rout of Philadelphia. 
The Jaguars improved the center position as 
Michael Cheever’s health recovered and they 
added free agent Quentin Neujahr, who can also 
fill in at guard. Ben Coleman is the left guard. Bri- 
an DeMarco and Rich Tylski will compete again 
at right guard. The unit is led by Mike 
Maser, one of the better offensive line 
coaches in the NFL. 
339.0 7 
(VAP Top Ca 
231.5 When the Jaguars spent $31 mil- 
25 lion last season to extend Mark 
¥ S Brunell’s contract, it turned out to be 
3 a bargain in the wake of the explosion 
327.4 ‘ z 5 
ina in salaries following the new TV con- 
219.0 tract. He ran and passed his way into 
19.9 the Pro Bowl: a 91.2 efficiency rating, 
14 tops in the AFC. Five AFC quarter- 
48 backs had more yards than his 3,281, 
+9 but Brunell had an 18-7 touchdown- 
to-interception ratio. Brunell was the 
catalyst in Jacksonville's 13-game home winning 
>. streak, which lasted until the finale with a loss 
to New England. The one worrisome aspect 
about Brunell’s willingness to run is that 
the Jaguars’ depth at quarterback has 
diminished since Johnson was dealt. 
Jacksonville was one of just two AFC 
teams with two 1,000-yard producers among 
its receivers (the other was 
Denver). Jimmy Smith 
gained 1,324 yards 
2 and averaged 16.1 
By on his 82 catches, 
\ numbers which 
sent him to the Pro 
Bowl. And Keenan 
McCardell gained 
1,164 yards and averaged 
13.7 on his 85 receptions. 
The tight end of the 
future is Damon Jones, the big 
guy who came on fast at the end 
of last season. Pete Mitchell is a 
useful H-back. He also can be used in place 
of a fullback in certain offensive sets. 


the key stats 
and became the eighth 


pair of teammates in history to have back-to-back 1,000- 
yard seasons. Over the last two seasons, Jacksonville has 
more passing yards (8,289) than any other NFL team. Jack- 
sonville led the NFL with 63 trips inside the red zone and 
300 points scored in the red zone. 


Sack specialist Bryce Paup provides an instant pass rush to a 
Jaguars’ defense that ranked 23rd in the league last season. 


The operative word in the defensive line is “rehab.” The 
Jaguars lost three tackles to serious injuries. Kelvin Pritchett 
and Don Davey suffered torn knee ligaments and John 
Jurkovic broke a leg. Pritchett rehabilitated so well that the 
Jags are readying a “comeback of the year” nomination for 
him. The mixed blessings of the injuries were that rookies 
Renaldo Wynn and Seth Payne played well when they were 
forced into the lineup, creating depth for this season. 

Kevin Hardy hasn’t been the linebacker the Jaguars 
expected when they made him the second pick in the draft 
two years ago, but the hope is that he will work well in the 
new setup with Bryan Schwartz returning in the middle and 
Paup in the rush position. 


Coughlin is so serious about a change in his pass rush that 
he released his sack leader, veteran Clyde Simmons. The 
Jaguars want young Tony Brackens to raise his defense against 
the run to the level of his pass rush. Joel Smeenge has been a 
consistently solid player. Jeff Lageman is back for his final sea- 
son, but fighting off those huge tackles is getting a little old. 

Aaron Beasley is the most reliable incumbent cornerback. 
Deon Figures and Dave Thomas also have experience. Free 
safety Chris Hudson is a playmaker, but he has to improve 
his tackling. Travis Davis is the strong safety. 

The kicking can hardly be improved upon. Mike Hollis 
led the NFL in scoring, with 134 points, hitting 31 of 36 field 
goals. Punter Bryan Barker averaged 44.9 yards. He and Hol- 
lis went to the Pro Bowl. Reggie Barlow averaged 11.4 yards 
on 36 punt returns. 


93:0 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


‘Tom Coughlin, Head Coach 
Chris Palmer, Offensive Coordinator; Dick Jauron, Defensive Coordinator; Joe Baker, Assistant 
‘Special Teams; Pete Carmichael, Wide Receivers; Perry Fewell, Secondary; Greg Finnegan, 
Assistant Strength and Conditioning; Fred Hoaglin, Tight Ends; Jerald Ingram, Running Backs; 
‘Mike Maser, Offensive Line; Jerry Palmieri, Strength and Conditioning; Larry Pasquale, 
Special Teams; John Pease, Defensive Line; Lucious Selmon, Outside Linebackers; 
‘Steve Szabo, Inside Linebackers 
# QUARTERBACK HT WT BORN EXP. 
8 Brunell, Mark 6-1 216 09/17/70 4 
8 Martin, Jamie 6-2 210 02/08/70 4 Weber State 
16 Matthews, Steve 6-3 209 10/13/70 2 Memphis 


# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

71 Boselli, Tony 6-7 322 04/17/72 Southern California 
63 Cheever, Michael 6-3 298 06/24/73, Georgia Tech 

62 Coleman, Ben 6-5 325 05/18/71 Wake Forest 

73 DeMarco, Brian 6-7 325 04/09/72 Michigan State 

78 Fordham, Todd 6-5 302 12/31/72 Florida State 

67 Neujahr, Quentin® 6-4 285 01/30/71 Kansas State 

68 Nori, Mark 6-3 307 01/01/74 Boston College 
67 Novak, Jeff 6-5 298 07/27/67 Southwest Texas State 
72 Searcy, Leon 6-3 315 12/21/69 Miami (FL) 

76 Tylski, Rich 6-5 309 02/27/71 Utah State 


# RUNNING BACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
39 Parker, Chris 6-0 201 12/31/72 1 Marshall 
31 Shelton, Daimon 6-0 247 09/15/72 Cal State-Sacramento 
33 Stewart, James 6-1 224 12/27/71 3 Tennessee 


# RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 

84 Barlow, Reggie 5-11 186 01/22/73 ‘Alabama State 
85 Griffith, Rich* 6-5 256 07/31/69 Arizona 

80 Jackson, Willie © WR 6-1 208 08/16/71 Florida 

88 Jones,Damon TE 6-6 287 09/18/74 Southern Illinois 
87 McCardell, Keenan WR 6-1 186 01/06/70 UNLV 

83 Mitchell, Pete” © TE 6-2 238. 10/09/71 Boston College 
81 Moore, Wi WR 6-2 180 02/21/70 Texas Southern 
82 Ross, Jermaine WR 6-0 196 04/27/71 Purdue 

82 Smith, Jimmy WR 6-1 204 02/09/69 Jackson State 
DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

90 Brackens, Tony 6-4 266 12/26/74 Texas 

92 Davey, Don 6-4 270 04/08/68 Wisconsin 

64 Jurkovic, John 6-2 295 08/18/67 Eastern iinois 
56 Lageman, Jeff* 6-6 267 07/18/67 Virginia 

91 Payne, Seth 6-4 304 02/12/75 Cornell 

94 Pritchett, Kelvin 6-3 296 10/24/69 Mississippi 
99 Smeenge, Joe! 6-6 270 04/01/68 Western Michigan 
98 Threats, Jabbar 6-5 255 04/26/75 Michigan State 
95 White, Jose 6-3 274 03/02/73, Howard 

97 Wynn, Renaldo 6-3 275 09/03/74 Notre Dame 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS HT WT BORN _EXP._COLLEGE 

25 Anderson, Curtis 6-0 193 09/29/73 1 Pittsburgh 

21 Beasley, Aaron 5-11 206 07/07/73 2 West Virginia 
45 Davis, Travis 6-0 203 01/10/73 3 Notre Dame 
26 Devine, Kevin 5-9 184 12/11/74 1 California 

27 Figures, Deon 6-0 192 01/20/70 5 Colorado 

37 Hudson, Chris® 5-10 200 10/06/71 Colorado 

32 Logan, Mike 6-1 200 09/15/74 1 West Virginia 
29 Parker, Ricky 61 205 12/04/74 1 San Diego State 
41 Thomas, Dave 6-3 215 08/25/68 Tennessee 

# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN _EXP._COLLEGE 

52 Boyer, Brant® 61 231 06/27/71 4 Arizona 

54 Hamilton, James 6-5 235 04/17/74 1 North Carolina 
51 Hardy, Kevin 6-4 246 07/24/73 2 Mlinois 

57 Kopp, Jeff? 6-3 243 07/08/71 Southern California 
55 McManus, Tom? 6-2 247 07/30/70 Boston College 
95 Paup, Bryce" 6-5 247 02/29/68 Northern lowa 
50 Robinson, Eddie 6-1 238 04/13/70 Alabama State 
58 Schwartz, Bryan? 6-4 253. 12/05/71 Augustana (SD) 


# KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

4 Barker, Bryan P 6-2 191 06/28/64 8 Santa Clara 

1 Hollis, Mike K 5-7 178 05/22/72 3 Idaho 
“Unrestricted Free Agent, “Restricted Free Agent 


THE 1998 DRAFT 


RNO PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
Taylor, Fred RB 6-1 06/27/76 Florida 
25. Darius, Donovin DB 6-1 08/12/75 Syracuse 
57. Taylor, Cordell CB 6-0 280 12/22/73 Hampton 
86 Quinn, Jonathan QB 6-6 230 02/27/75 Middle Tenn 
Banks, Tavian RB y lowa 
Wade, John 0G 3 Marshall 
Williams, Lamanzer DE Minnesota 
d, Kevin RB Auburn, 
Whitted, Alvis WR N.C. State 
Tolbert, Brandon iB Georgia 


Washington 
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1997 FINAL STATS 
Won 11, 

SCORE 

61,018 

70,581 

73,016 

atWashington 74,421 

Cincinnati 67,128 

Philadelphia 69,150 

at Dallas 64,464 

at Pittsburgh 57,011 

at Tennessee 27,208 

Kansas City 70,444 

Tennessee 70,070 

at Cincinnati 55,158 

Baltimore 63,712 

New England 73,446 

at Buffalo 41,231 

40,032 


Sf 2° 22.2 ra 2 ee 


LONG TD 


Simmons 8.5, Brackens 7.0, Smeenge 6.5, 
Lageman 5.0, Davey 3.0, Pritchett 3.0, Hardy 2.5, 
Wynn 2.5, Davis 2.0, Robinson 2.0, Boyer 1.5, 
Hamilton 1.0, Kopp 1.0, Tuaolo 1.0, Schwartz 0.5, 


Team 48.0, Opponents 40.0 
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Kordell Stewart 
blossomed as 
the full-time QB, 
passing for 21 
TDs and rushing 
for 11 more. 


Pro Bowl stars 
Carnell Lake, Joel 
Steed, and Levon 
Kirkland (below, 

1. tor) anchor the 
Steelers’ defense. 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


Kordell Stewart’s development will determine 


whether the Steelers join the elite of the NFL. 


he Steelers are accustomed to a certain 

amount of upheaval during the off-season. 

They lost their Pro Bowl receiver, Yancey 
Thigpen, to division rival Tennessee and their vet- 
eran left tackle, John Jackson, to San Diego. 

What was not customary was the unrest of their 
coach, Bill Cowher, who asked for a $2 million salary 
and then wanted to apply for the twin posts of coach 
and GM of the new Cleveland Browns. He got nei- 
ther, so that could be a major distraction. 

On the other hand, Tom Donahoe, whose 
drafts manage to repair the pot- 
holes caused by the free-agent 


the numbers 


the Dallas Cowboys. In Gailey’s place as offensive 
coordinator is Ray Sherman, 


Steeler Staple 

Offensively, the Steeler staple remains Jerome 
Bettis as the feature back in the running game. Bettis 
rushed for 1,665 yards, mostly on spleen-jarring gains. 
‘The owner of two of the top three rushing seasons in 
the Pittsburgh record book, Bettis could eventually 
be mentioned with Hall of Famers Franco Harris and 
John Henry Johnson. That might not happen, how- 
ever, if Bettis continues to be overused. 
By December he was a battered man. 


departures, decided to stay after team stats & league rank Nevertheless, the Steelers win 
being romanced by Seattle’s bil- Total Offense 346.4 6 games on the ground. They led the 
>.) lionaire owner, Paul Allen, Rushing 1549 1 NFLin rushing; between them, Bettis 
Passing 191.4 23 and Stewart converted 20 of 22 third- 
Making a Slash Seung 233 7 and-one situations. 
The Steelers remain one of the bet-  PummtReturns 6.9 28T 
a Kick Returns 22,3 13T P 
ter NFL teams. The question is whether Line Shift 
they belong among the elite. The eae ee 8 Pittsburgh had been planning to 
answer lies in the development of  AgainstPass 211.7 18 replace Jackson eventually, but the 
Kordell Stewart. Will he remain a tal- Pts Allowed 19.2 11_—timing of his departure was poor, espe- 
ented curiosity or will he ascend to Interceptions 20 6 cially since backup guard Tom Mys- 
become a polished NFL passer? Sacks 48 6T _ linski also left for Indianapolis. If left 
The memory of Stewart's season Turnover Diff, +1 14T —_ guard Will Wolford moves to left tack- 


was of him tiptoeing down the side- 

lines, refusing, to be knocked out of bounds, and 
crossing the goal line for the touchdown that elim- 
inated defending AFC champion New England from 
the playoffs a year ago. Unfortunately, that’s about 
all Stewart did that day. Pittsburgh won 7-6. 

The lasting image of the AFC title game was of 
roughneck Bronco linebacker Bill Romanowski 
taunting Stewart as time ran out for the Steelers. It 
may have been bad form, but there was a lot to taunt, 
Stewart was not up to winning a championship. 

Pittsburgh has enough talent to raise its game 
to the next level if Stewart proves he can run with 
the big dogs. He'll have to prove it without his men- 
tor, Chan Gailey, who left to become head coach of 


le, his original position, Cowher will 
have to hope that Roger Duffy, the ex-Jet who is val- 
ued more for his versatility, can step into the start- 
ing lineup at left guard. Justin Strzelezyk should be 
the left tackle with Brenden Stai at right guard. The 
anchor is Pro Bowl center Dermontti Dawson. 
Jamain Stephens is a good bet at right tackle if he 
continues to develope. Alan Faneca, the LSU guard 
whom the Steelers made their top draft choice, has 
the size and strength to be dominant. 

The loss of Thigpen and his 1,398 receiving yards 
could be damaging to Stewart's confidence unless 
Charles Johnson steps up to the No. 1 role. Will 
Blackwell, a return gem as a rookie, will help the 
receiving corps considerably ifhe is able to moye into 


COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP: JOE ROBBINS. CHARLES BERNHARDT, SPORTFOLIO, SCOTT D'ERRICO 


ROBERT LEITER 


the key stats 
Pittsburgh led the NFL in third-down efficiency (44.7%). The 
Steelers allowed the fewest sacks in the league (20). The 
defense has not allowed a 100-yard rusher in 19 games, 
the longest streak in the NFL. Jerome Bettis had 10 100- 
yard games in '97. Kordell Stewart's 3,020 passing yards 
are fourth in team history and his 21 TD passes are fifth. 


Jerome Bettis led the NFL's top rushing game, becoming the first Steeler 
since Terry Bradshaw to earn team MVP honors in consecutive seasons. 


a starting role. Behind them is ex-Buc Courtney Hawkins, an able 
journeyman, Tight end Mark Bruener should be a frequent target. 


Winning Formula 

Pittsburgh does what a team is supposed to do in order to 
win regularly: It runs superbly and it stops the run. The Steelers 
were No. 1 vs. the run and recorded 48 sacks, a number exceed- 
ed in the AFC only by Kansas City. No single player finished 
among the top 25 sackers in the conference. 

The Steelers spent serious money to re-sign star linebacker 
Levon Kirkland and irreplaceable nose tackle Joel Steed, then 
went into free agency to sign cornerback Dewayne Washington. 

The defense revolves around its linebackers, but their situa- 
tion is unsettled. Kirkland and young Earl Holmes make the 
inside solid, but outside backer Greg Lloyd may be finished as 
a big-time player due to a knee injury. Jason Gildon didn’t attract 
much attention as a free agent and youngsters Mike Vrabel and 
Steve Conley are basically situational players. 


Almost Solid State 

The secondary was solid with Washington and Chad Scott 
on the corners and Carnell Lake at strong safety, until Scott was 
sidelined in May with a knee injury. Lake may have to postpone 
his return to safety. Darren Perry is the free safety. Up front, Steed 
is flanked by Nolan Harrison and Kevin Henry at defensive end. 
The big news on the line is rookie Jeremy Staat of Arizona State, 
who could push for playing time in the second half of the season. 

Norm Johnson hit 22 of 25 field goals and all 40 extra points. 
Josh Miller had the lowest net punting average in the AFC. Black- 
well averaged 24.7 yards returning kicks, one of which he took for 
97 yards and a touchdown. He may be taken off special teams if 
he wins a starting job as a receiver. 
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


Bill Cowher, Head Coach 
Ray Sherman, Offensive Coordinator, Jim Haslett, Defensive Coordinator; 
Mike Archer, Linebackers; David Culley, Wide Receivers; Dick Hoak, Running Backs; 
Tim Lewis, Defensive Backs; John Mitchell, Defensive Line; Mike Mularkey, Tight Ends; 
Kent Stephenson, Offensive Line; Ron Zook, Special Teams 


# QUARTERBACK 
11 Quinn, Mike 

10 Stewart, Kordell 
18 Tomezak, Mike 

4 OFFENSIVE LINE 
63 Dawson, Dermontti 
62 Duffy, Roger 

Stai, Brenden? 

67 Stephens, Jamain 
73 Strzelczyk, Justin 
66 Sweeney, Jim* 

79 Wiggins, Paul 

77 Wolford, Will 


# RUNNING BACKS 
36 Bettis, Jerome 

43 Jones, George 

34 Lester, Tim 

25 McAfee, Fred 

38 Witman, Jon 

# RECEIVERS 

80 Amold, Jahine 

14 Bailey, Henry 

89 Blackwell, Will 

84 Botkin, Kirk? 

87 Bruener, Mark 

19 Coleman, Andre 
88 Hawkins, Courtney 
83 Holliday, Corey 

81 Johnson, Charles 
85 Lyons, Mitch 

17 Marsh, Curtis 

46 Sadowski, Troy 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 
98 Gibson, Oliver? 
74 Harrison, Nolan 
76 Henry, Kevin 

97 Manuel, Rod 

71 Roye, Orpheus 
93 Steed, Joel* 

# DEFENSIVE BACKS 
27 Brown, JB. 
41 Flowers, Lethon* 
37 Lake, Carnell 
24 Oldham, Chris 
39 Perry, Darren 
30 Scott, Chad 
20 Washington, Dewayne 
21 Woolford, Donnell 
# LINEBACKERS 

53 Conley, Steve 

51 Emmons, Carlos 
92 Gildon, Jason* 
50 Holmes, Earl 

54 Jones, Donta® 

99 Kirkland, Levon 
95 Lloyd, Greg 

96 Vrabel, Mike 

# KICKERS 

9 Johnson, Norm 

4 Miller, Josh 


0B 
0B 
0B 


SEG555655 


K 
Pp 


aT 
6-3 
64 
6-41 

aT 
6-2 
6-3 
6-4 
6-6 
6-6 
6-4 


wr 
220 
212 
201 


wr 
288 
305 
305 
330 
302 
295 
315 


BORN 
04/15/74 
10/16/72 
10/23/62 
BORN 
06/17/65 
o7/16/67 
03/30/72 
01/09/74 
08/18/68 
08/08/62 
08/17/73, 
05/18/64 


BORN 
02/16/72 
12/31/73 
06/15/68 
06/20/68 
06/01/72 

BORN 
06/19/73 
02/28/73 
07/09/75 
03/19/71 
09/16/72 
og/19/72 
12/12/69 
ost 
01/03/72 
05/13/70 
11/24/70 
12/08/65 


BORN 
03/15/72 
01/25/69 
10/23/68 
10/08/74 
01/21/74 
02/17/69 


BORN 
01/05/67 
o1tai73 
07/15/67 
10/26/68 
12/29/68 
09/06/74 
12/27/72 
01/06/66 


BORN 
o1/ia/72 
09/03/73 
07/31/72 
04/28/73 
08/27/72 
02/17/69 
05/26/65 
08/14/75 

BORN 
05/31/60 
07/14/70 


EXP, (COLLEGE 
1 Stephen F Austin 
3° Colorado 
13 Ohio State 


EXP. COLLEGE 

10 Kentucky 

8 Penn State 

3° Nebraska 

2 North Carolina A&T 

8 Maine 

15 Pittsburgh 

1 Oregon 

12 Vanderbilt 

EXP. COLLEGE 
Notre Dame 
San Diego State 
Eastern Kentucky 
Mississippi College 
Penn State 


5 
1 
6 
7 
2 
EXP. COLLEGE 
1 Fresno State 
1 UNW 
1 San Diego State 
4 Arkansas 
3° Washington 
4 Kansas State 
6 Michigan State 
3. North Carolina 
4 Colorado 
5 Michigan State 
3° Utah 
8 Georgia 
EXP, COLLEGE 
3 Notre Dame 
7 Indiana 
5 Mississippi State 
1 Oklahoma 
2 Florida State 
6 Colorado 
EXP, COLLEGE 
9 Maryland 
3 Georgia Tech 
9 UCLA 
8 Oregon 
6 Penn State 
1 Maryland 
4 North Carolina State 
9 Clemson 
EXP, 
2 
2 
4 
2 
3 
6 
10 
1 


COLLEGE 
Arkansas 
Arkansas State 
Oklahoma State 
Florida A&M 
Nebraska 
Clemson 
Fort Valley State 
Ohio State 

EXP, COLLEGE 

16 UCLA 

2 Arizona 


* Unrestricted Free Agent, * Resricted Free Agent 


THE 1938 DRAFT 


Pos 


RND PICK NAME 


Aoe eee 
By 8 
i 


S3888s85998 


HT WT 


65 310 
6-6 283 
67 270 
6-4 194 


BORN COLLEGE 
12/07/76 Louisiana State 


1998 DEPTH CHART 


1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 11, Lost 5 starters Indicated In red 
DATE SCORE ATT 
08/31 L 7-37 Dallas 60,396 
09/07 W 14-13 Washington 58,059 
09/22 L 21-30  atJacksonville 73,016 
09/28 W 37-24 Tennessee 57,507 ee fa 
10/05 W 42-34 at Baltimore 64,421 
10/12 W 24-22 Indianapolis 57,925 
10/19 W 26-10 atCincinnati 60,020 
10/26 W 23-1701 Jacksonville 57,011 
11/03 L 10-13  atKansasCity 78,301 
11/09 W 37-0 Baltimore 56,669 
11/16 W 20-3 Cincinnati 55,226 
11/23 L 20-23  atPhiladelphia 67,166 Vrabel 
11/30 W 26-20 or at Arizona 66,341 
12107 W 35-24 Denver 59,739 
1213 W 24-21 or atNewEngland 60,013 
12/21 L 646 —atTennessee 50,677 
RUSHING NO. YDS AVG LONG TD 
Bettis 375 1665 44 34 7 
Stewart 88 #476 54 741 11 
G. Jones 72 236039) 320 471 STEELERS ON DEFENSE 
McAfee 13. 41932") 78-450 
Hawkins 5. © fies teat acd 
Blackwell 2 AAO At 10 
Tomezak 7 19 19 17 0 STEELERS ON OFFENSE 
Witman 5) 11k 22, 40 
Lester 2 “9451 “6. (0 Streelezyk Sean Stophens 
Thigpen 1 | 8) .307 .3000 
Marsh 1) we (220) ge 20 Bion Swooney ‘Wiggin 
nie} 7 to o fr) o re | ° (ar) o 
Team 572 2479 4.3 Tar 19 
Opponents 403 1318 33 47 5 eared Ae vate 23, al as ios 
RECEIVING NO. YDS AVG LONG TD (os) 
Thigpen 79 1398 17.7 6% 7 renee 
C. Johnson 46 568 123 49 2 
Hawkins 45 555 123 447 3 
Bruener 18 117 «65 18 6 
G. Jones 16 96 «(60 (25 (1 
Bettis 15 110 73 19 2 
Blackwell 12 168 140 46 1 
Lester 1 51 51 14 «0 
Lyons 4 2% 73 13 0 
McAfee 2 44 220 30 0 
Marsh 2 14> 570 6810 
Adams 1 39 390 39 0 
Sadowski Ai) St2he 1202540 
Botkin 1 “1 POs theo 
Witman i 3h ESOS 0 
Team 253 3215 127 69 22 
Opponents 295 3681-125 «55 24 


PASSING ATT CMP YDS TD INT 


Stewart 440 236 3020 21 17 
Tomczak 24 16 185 1 2 
Quinn 2 1 10 0 0 
Team 466 253 3215 22 19 


Opponents 554 295 3681 24 «20 


SACKS 

Lake 6.0, Gildon 5.0, Kirkland 5.0, Henry 4.5, 
Conley 4.0, Harrison 4.0, Holmes 4.0, Oldham 4.0, 
Lloyd 3.5, Bell 1.5, Vrabel 1.5, Fuller 1.0, 

Gibson 1.0, Perry 1.0, Roye 1.0, Steed 1.0 


Team 48.0, Opponents 20.0 


94 Street & Smith’s Pro Football 


Safety Blaine 
Bishop led the 
Oilers with 68 
solo tackles and 
earned his third 
straight trip to 
the Pro Bowl. 


= 


BOTTOM: RICHARD C. LEWIS/SPORTFOLIO 


TOP: GHARLES GEANHARDT, 


The Oilers, a team with some startling 
_ talent, are a lot better than their 8-8 record. 


irst they were lame ducks in Houston, then 

they were ignored in Memphis, where 

they had to spend three hours flying to 
and from home games. Now this gypsy team is in 
temporary quarters in its new city, Nashville. 

The wonder is how the Oilers managed to win 
as many games as they lost a year ago. The truth 
is that they are a lot better than an 8-8 team. They 
began the 1997 season 1-4. By Thanksgiving they 
seemed destined for the playoffs after traveling to 

Dallas and pummeling their old Texas rivals. 
That was in the middle of a 
gauntlet which involved three 


/ § games in 11 days. In the end 


the Oilers caved in, losing to 

Cincinnati 41-14, a develop- 
ment from which they did 
not recover. 


Tennessee Waltz 

Change may be in 

the air for the Oilers. 

"WA ‘this keason's home 

games will be played in 

Vanderbilt Stadium while the 

team’s eventual new home in 

Nashville is being completed. 
It’s not a perfect situation, but it’s a form of 
stability. It is also an invitation for the play- 
ers to call Nashville their personal homes. 
Many of them continued to live in Hous- 
ton during the winter, which created chaos 
— in coach Jeff Fisher's off-season condition- 

ing program and hurt team chemistry. 


“An 8-8 record is not what we want,” said 
Fisher. “We're going to make changes.” 


Big Catch 

The first big change came in the free-agent mar- 
ket, from which owner Bud Adams previously had 
been conspicuously absent. When Fisher made it 
clear he needed a big-time wide receiver to accom- 
modate the passing of Steve McNair, Adams got 
him Yancey Thigpen, whose 79 catches produced 
1,398 yards for Pittsburgh last year. If Thigpen’s 
injured foot heals well, the signing 
will not only help Tennessee but 
weaken its division rival, the Steelers. 
Beyond Thigpen, the Oilers’ vet- 
eran wide receivers are undistin- 
guished, Willie Davis caught 43 
passes and Chris Sanders, who has 
not delivered on his big-play poten- 
tial, caught 31. McNair’s fail-safe has 
been H-back Frank Wycheck, who 
led the team with 63 receptions. The 
Oilers invested their No. 1 draft pick 
in Utah’s Kevin Dyson, possibly the 

best receiver available. He flies. 


Talent Show 

Thigpen joins a team with some startling tal- 
ent. Eddie George and the veteran offensive line 
in front of him can control most football games on 
the ground. In the AFC only Terrell Davis, Den- 
ver’s Super Bowl MVP, and Pittsburgh’s Jerome 
Bettis exceeded George's 1,399 rushing yards. The 
1995 Heisman Trophy winner is the sort of runner 
who hurts people when they tackle him. 

MeNair is a work in progress, but even in his 
development stage he can beat most teams with his 
amazing arm (2,665 yards passing and 14 touch- 
downs) and his running (674 yards and 8 TDs). His 
6.7 rushing yards per carry was the best in the 
league. He could be the prototype quarterback for 
the millennium. What McNair has to do is relax and 
acquire polish. His interception percentage, 3.1, 
wasn’t that alarming, yet he led the NFL in fum- 
bles, with 16. Four of them came in the damaging 
blowout loss to Cincinnati. 

Left guard Bruce Matthews, selected to a club- 
record 10 consecutive Pro Bowls, postponed retire- 
ment and will return. Kevin Donnalley, the right 


Eddie George (left) and Hall of Famer Earl Campbell are 
the only Oilers to run for 1,000 yards more than once. 


Jeff Fisher, Head Coach 
the ke y stats Les Steckel, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks; Gregg Williams, Defensive Coordinator; 
i = i Bart Andrus, Offensive Assistant(Qualty Control; Greg Brown, Defensive Backs; 
Steve McNair led all quarterbacks with 674 rushing yards, 9 yyiy giver, Linebackers, ery Gray, Defensive Acsistan/Ouaty Conral George Hensha 
the third-highest QB rushing total in history. Only four RBs Offensive Line/Tight Ends; Alan Lowry, Wide Receivers; Mike Munchak, Offensive Line; 
in hi i Rex Norris, Defensive Line; Russ Purnell, Special Teams; Sherman Smith, Running Backs; 
in history have run for more yards than Eddie George Seen Watterson, SrenglvRsheation 
(2,767) over their first two seasons (Eric Dickerson, Earl = - 
Campbell, O.J. Anderson, Barry Sanders). Tennessee con- 747 Krieg, Dave 0B 6-1 202 10/20/58 18 Millon College 
verted 42 percent of its third downs, fifth in the NFL. 9 McNair, Steve QB 6-2 224 02/14/73 3 Alcorn State 
8 Powlus, Ron QB 6-1 219 07/16/74 0 Notre Dame 


16 Ritchey, James QB 6-2 218 07/10/73 2 Stephen F. Austin 


6-6 325 04/28/73 


71 Hayes, Melvin? T 3 Mississippi State 
guard, was lost to free agency. His backup, Jason Layman, 72 Hopkins, Brad T 6-3 306 09/05/70 5. illinois 
underwent surgery on his hip. Mark Stepnoski is a solid cen- ore : e = cae es Maes a 

‘ =n 07, atthews, Bruce yer California 
ter and left tackle Brad Hopkins fully blossomed in ‘97. Jon 654 Norgard, Erik G 61 282 11/04/85 8 Colorado 
Runyan is the right tackle. 69 Runyan, Jon T 67 308 11/27/73 2 Michigan 

73 Sanderson, Scott. T 6-6 296 07/25/74 0 Washington State 

53 Stepnoski, Mark  C 6-2 269 01/20/67 9 Pittsburgh 

22 Archie, Mike RB 5-8 205 10/14/72 2 PennState 

27 George, Eddie «RB 6-3 232 09/24/73 2 Ohio State 

21 George, Spencer RB 5-9 202 10/28/73 0 Rice 

20 Thomas, Rodney? RB 5-10 213 03/30/73 3 Texas A&M 

32 Whittle, Ricky RB 5-9 200 12/21/71 1 Oregon 

84 Davis, Willie WR 6-0 181 10/10/67 7 Central Arkansas 

88 Harris, Jackie" ‘TE 6-4 246 01/04/68 8 Northeast Louisiana 

86 Kent, Joey WR 6-1 185 04/23/74 1 Tennessee 

85 Mason, Derrick WR 5-11 193 01/17/74 1 Michigan State 

87 McKeehan, James TE 6-3 251 08/09/73 3 TexasA&M 

80 Roan, Michael TE 6-3. 251 08/29/72 3 Wisconsin 

81 Sanders, Chris WR 6-1 184 05/08/72 3 Ohio State 

82 Thigpen, Yancey" WR 6-1 202 08/15/69 7 Winston-Salem State 

89 Wycheck,Frank TE 6-3 287 10/14/71 5 Maryland 

78 Cook,Anthony DE 6-3 293 05/30/72 3 South Carolina State 

68 England, Eric? «DE ‘6-2 283 03/25/71 4 Texas ARM 

Yancey Thigpen (left) gives Steve 91 Evans, Josh? DT 6-0 280 09/06/72 3 Alabama-Birmingham 
McNair (above) a legitimate threat 92 Ford, Henry* DT 6-3 264 10/3071 4 Arkansas 
at wide receiver to help improve 99 Holmes, Kenny DE 6-4 250 10/24/73 1 Miami (FL) 
the NFL's No. 29 passing attack. 98 Lyons, Pratt DT 6-5 278 09/17/74 1 Troy State 

97 Mix, Bryant DT 6-3 301 07/28/72 2 AlcomState 

90 Roberson, James DE 6-3 275 05/03/71 2 Florida State 
Team Strengths 96 Walker, Gary? DT «6-2 285 02/28/73 3 Aubum 

ae Denny e Walaa ie Cllrs a ueseagstep tie run. They "23 pishop,Blane S59 197 07/2470 5  BallState 
didn’t intercept a pass until the seventh game of the season, # 33 Dorsett, Anthony CB 5-11 203 09/14/73 2. Pittsburgh 
then they intercepted 14 in the last 10 games. The safeties, Mar- 24 Jackson, Steve CB 5-8 162 04/08/69 7 Purdue 
cus Robertson and Pro Bow! pick Blaine Bishop, are better 29 Lewis, Darryl! CB 5-9 183 12/16/68 7 Arizona 

seit 28 McCullough, George CB 5-10 190 02/18/75 0 Baylor 
known as punishing tacklers. Robertson and cornerback Dar- § 31 Robertson Marcus § $11 197 10/02/69 7 lowa State 
ryll Lewis ended up with five interceptions apiece. Denard 26 Stewart,Rayna = S_ 5-10 192 06/18/73 2 Northern Arizona 
Walker took over for veteran cornerback Steve Jackson when 25 Walker, Denard CB 6-1 187 08/09/73 1 Louisiana State 
Jackson had to undergo ankle surgery. Rookie Samari Rolle 42 Wilams.Armon S61 221 OW/13/75_ Arizona 
of Florida State should be useful. 58 Bowden, Joe 1B 5-11 230 02/25/70 6 Oklahoma 

51 Hall, Lemansk® LB 6-0 229 11/24/70 4 Alabama 

Help Wanted 57 Jones, Lenoy LB 6-1 232 09/25/74 2 Texas Christian 
Tennessee’s pass rush needs a heavy hitter, but in the § 52 KilensTery LB 6-1 232 03/24/74 2 Penn State 
3 2 £4 56 Marts,Lonnie LB 6-2 240 11/10/68 7 Tulane 
absence of one they will have to make do with what they have. 59 Stallings, Dennis LB 6-0 234 05/25/74 1 Illinois 
That's why they dug deep to re-sign Henry Ford, who had 52 Wortham, Barron* LB 4 


5-11 244 11/01/69 Texas-El Paso 
just five sacks last fall. Kenny Holmes and Gary Walker each : H EXP. COLLE 
had seven. Lonnie Marts was signed asa free agent a year $ 3 DelGreco.Al — K 10 200 03/0262 14 Auburn 
ago, mostly to put some zip in the pass rush. It didn’t work, eas GETizl Hes Ages setae Ped oat 
but Marts played the run well. Barron Wortham and Joe Bow- 
den are solid linebackers. 
Craig Hentrich, Green Bay’s punter, was signed asa free 4 RND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
agent for big money. He averaged 45.0 yards per boot, third : : i 
in the NFC. Al Del Greco hit 27 of 35 field goals, which put ee saree : 
him in the middle of the place-kickers’ pack. There is a major 03/23/75 Arizo 
need for improved return work. Derrick Mason averaged just s f ingtor 
21.2 yards per kickoff return and 7.3 yards per punt return. ; ae : 


936 Street & Smith’s Pro Football 


LEFT: BRIAN BAHR/ALLSPORT USA, RIGHT: JOE ROBBINS/SPORTFOLIO. 


1397 FINAL STATS 


Won 8, Lost 8 
SCORE 
Oakland 
at Miami 
Baltimore 
at Pittsburgh 
at Seattle 
Cincinnati 
Washington 
at Arizona 
Jacksonville 
NY Giants 
at Jacksonville 
Buffalo 
at Dallas 
at Cincinnati 
at Baltimore 


errsersreserrrre 


RUSHING 


McNair 
Thomas 
Harmon Ten 
Roby 
Ritchey 
Krieg 
Mason 
Sanders 


ATT 

30,171 
64,439 
17,737 
57,507 
49,897 
17071 
31,042 
44,030 
27,208 
26,744 
70,070 
23,571 
63,421 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 


Holmes 7.0, G. Walker 7.0, Ford 5.0, 


Bowden 2.5, Lyons 2.5, Evans 2.0, Hall 2.0, 


Roberson 2.0, Bishop 1.5, S. Jackson 1.0, 
L. Jones 1.0, Marts 1.0, Stewart 0.5 


Team 35.0, Opponents 32.0 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


19938 DEPTH CHART 


ee) 


97 


he Bengals have the finishing kick down 

pretty well. It’s that tortoise start that is their 

downfall. This is a team that scored 145 
points during four consecutive games in late Novem- 
ber and December. It is also a team that lost seven 
consecutive games after winning its opener. 


A turnaround won't be easy. The season ended 
with the Bengals feeling good about their running 
back Corey Dillon, who gained a 1,129 yards, a club 
rookie record, and broke Jim Brown's 
freshman mark by running for 243 
yards against Tennessee. The Bengals 
felt even better that Boomer Esiason, Ja Nees 
returning to his original team, had {age 
recaptured his youth. Passing 

Then Dillon was arrested for dri- {iaguailed 
ving under the influence, a develop- faut Returns 
ment all the more serious because of {aiiialeliid 
his troubled past. Long-range plan- 
ning involving Dillon could be risky. 
Esiason later announced that he was 
retiring to enter the Monday Night 
Football broadcast booth. 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Jeff Blake (above) 
has thrown for the 
best TD-to-INT 
ratio (74-47) in 
Bengals history. 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


What the Bengals need now are second acts in 
the careers of running back Ki-Jana Carter, once 


the top pick in the NFL draft, and quarterback 
Jeff Blake, who threw 52 touchdown pass- 
\ esas the starter in 1995 and ’96. “We have 


to make Blake understand that he can do 
it again,” said coach Bruce Coslet. 
The potential of Carter will be exam- 
ined more closely. He had a 
104-yard day against Den- 
ver last year, then tore 
the rotator cuff in his 
left shoulder. The 
injury opened the 
door for Dillon, who 
didn’t look back. For 
all his physical woes, 
Carter has scored 16 
touchdowns in 32 pro 
games. Brian Milne is 
the fullback. 


Corey Dillon 
averaged over 116 
yards rushing in his 
last eight games. 


CINCINAATI BENGALS 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


A turnaround won't he easy for the Bengals, who 
reversed their dismal start with a fast finish. 


Blake didn’t even play in the final five games, 
when the offense was at its most robust. The Ben- 
gals dealt for Paul Justin, the Indianapolis Colts’ for- 
mer backup, not exactly a vote of confidence for 
Blake. If Blake does win the job back and is reunit- 
ed with wide receiver Carl Pickens, it means the re- 
establishment of a collaboration which has produced 
41 touchdowns since 1994, the most of any duo in 
the league over that span. 

With Esiason at quarterback, Cincinnati scored 
a touchdown or a field goal in its last 
35 excursions into the red zone. That 
kind of efficiency will be tough to 
EXIM Mmm! repeat. Healing should be easier at 
eee home for Blake since the Bengals are 
207.3 11-2 at Cinergy Field since Coslet took 

22.2 
over as head coach. 
ne After catching 52 passes, Pickens 
. suffered a groin injury and missed the 
355.1 1 G 
138.9 ast four games. He's a free agent after 
216.2 this season, In Pickens’s absence, Dar- 
25.3 nay Scott exploded for 27 receptions, 
13 468 yards, and four touchdowns in the 
35 last five games. David Dunn made the 
+1 first five starts of his career after Pick- 
ens went down and showed a touch 
for the big play. Tony McGee, a solid blocker, has 71 
consecutive starts at tight end. He had 34 catches 
and led the team with six touchdown receptions. 
Whoever plays quarterback will have to learn to 
spread the ball around. 


Stability was the thing for the offensive line dur- 
ing the second half of the season, when the Bengals 
started the same group. Darrick Brilz is the center, 
with Rich Braham at left guard, Ken Blackman at 
right guard, Kevin Sargent at left tackle, and Willie 
Anderson at right tackle. Rookie Mike Goff of Iowa 
should play for years. 

General manager Mike Brown and Coslet final- 
ly gave up on defensive tackle Big Daddy Dan 
Wilkinson, trading him to Washington and then 
signing first Michael Bankston of Arizona and lat- 
er Clyde Simmons of Jacksonville as free agents. 
Left end John Copeland had a strong second half 
and was re-signed for five years. But his recovery 
from winter surgery will cut into his 98 season. 
Kimo von Oelhoffen won the job at nose tackle 
after new defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau 
installed the 3-4 defense. 
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(CHARLES BERNHARDT (2) 


LEFT: AL MESSERSCHMIDT, RIGHT: RIC FOGEL/SPORTFOLIO 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Bruce Coslet, Head Coach 


the key stats 
Cincinnati posted 23 rushing touchdowns a year ago, the 
mo: 
downs in 40 red-zone possessions (77.5 percent). 

has at least one reception in his last 61 games. 8 Blake, Jeff 202 12/04/70 6 
He needs just 27 receptions to pass Cris Collinsworth 11 Justin, Paul? 211 05/19/68 3 


incinnati’s all-ti i i 15 Kresser, Eric 209 02/06/73 1 
(417) as Cincinnati’s all-time leading receiver. 5 May, Chad 220 09/28/71 2 


OFFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. 


71 Anderson, Willie 325. O7/1V75 
66 Blackman, Ken 315 11/08/72 
74 Braham, Rich 290 11/06/70 
65 Brilz, Darrick 295 02/14/64 
The Bengals found LeBeau’s zone-blitz philosophy a mys- 75 Brown, Anthony® 310 11/06/72 


tery. They finished 28th in overall defense in the NFL, 29th against § 72 Brumfield, Scott 320, 08/19/70 
I ciatetdcnine ihe That's why three premium £2 20028: Rod 315 OW/11/74 
the run, and 21st against the pass. That’s why three premiu 62 Gutierrez, Brock 300 09/25/73 
draft picks were used on linebackers. 64 Payne, Rod 285 06/14/74 


a g a ‘i 77 Sargent, Kevin 284 03/31/69 
The Bengals need more than four sacks from James Francis. 59 Tul, Greg enahntdlea) 


Gerald Dixon had three sacks in the final game, giving him a : 
ties : § : : RUNNING BACKS WT BORN 
team-high eight on the year, but he signed with San Diego. Inside Has honreteSauen RB ae 2 OB ONS 


backer Tom Tumulty is strictly a journeyman. The two first-round 21 Bieniemy, Eric 5-7 198 08/15/69 
draftees, Takeo Spikes of Auburn and Brian Simmons of North 3% ete ee A 
Carolina, could start. Steve Foley of Northeast Louisiana was § 45 Douthard, Ty 61 215 05/27/73 
taken in the third round. 44 Milne, Brian 6-3 254 01/07/73 
The top two tacklers were safeties, which did not say much GEES TELUEELEL 

i cking. r ot ith O 89 Battaglia, Marco 6-3 250 01/25/73 
for the linebacking. Strong safety Sam Shade led the way, with 96, 5 pusn steve Fas Irony 
including 81 solo stops. Free safety Greg Myers was second, with 15 Doering, Chris 6-4 191 05/19/73, 
82. Even cornerback Ashley Ambrose, the team’s top cover man, 80 Dunn, David 6-3 210 06/10/72 


1 t. “ . 85 Hundon, James 6-1 195 04/09/71 
finished ahead of all the linebackers except the departed Ricardo 4 luring Mike Peas wlll 


McDonald, with 59 tackles. Ambrose’s counterpart on the other 82 McGee, Tony 6-3 246 04/21/71 
side, Corey Sawyer, had four interceptions. Artrell Hawkins of Jf 8 Pickens, Can 6-2 206 03/29/70 


RAK age ; 86 Scott, Damay* 6-1 180 07/07/72 
the University of Cincinnati, the second-round pick, could push a oR Sue 
for work on the unit, : 63 Bankston, Michael? DE 6-3 280 03/12/70 6 

Doug Pelfrey attempted just 16 field goals, finishing the sea- 92 Copeland, John* DE 6-3 286 09/20/70 5 


son with 10 ina row, but his kickoff work is deficient. The aver- § % Langford, Jevon DE 6-3 275 2/16/74 2 


f ; 3 97 Purvis,Andre = NT 6-4 302 07/14/73. 1 
age starting point for drives by Bengals’ opponents was just past 99 Seals, Ray DE 6-3 306 06/17/65 9 
the 30-yard line, Lee Johnson had a punting average of at least Simone, Gide: DE &8 267” NOKIA 32 
‘ Pacers Seid wea ic Bieni 79 Stallings,Ramondo DE 6-7 285 11/21/71 
42 yards for the eighth consecutive season. Eric Bieniemy hada [3 qomestame” br G4 aon tupere 3 
102-yard kickoff return, but the punt returns need improvement. 67 von Oelhoffen, Kimo NT 6-4 300 01/30/71 4 
A healthy Carl Pickens (below, left) and a newly re-signed Darnay Scott Vie tee Let eas Lab Lite 
33 Ambrose, Ashley 5-10 192 09/17/70 
(below, right) are eager to build on their late-season success, 30 Gilliard, Cory 6-0 210 10/10/74 


34 Mack, Tremain 5-11 200 11/21/74 
31 Myers, Greg 6-4 197 09/30/72 
23 Randolph, Thomas* CB 5-9 178 10/05/70 
23 Sawyer, Corey OB S-11 171 10/04/71 
35 Shade, Sam? S 6-1 191 06/14/73 
22 Spencer, Jimmy CB §-9 180 03/29/69 
42 Wright, Lawrence S 6-0 209 09/06/73 


LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN 

98 Curtis, Canute 6-2 260 08/04/74 
50 Francis, James 6-5 252 08/04/68 
91 Granville, Billy 6-3 252 03/11/74 
55 Olsavsky, Jerry 6-1 221 03/29/67 
58 Tovar, Steve 6-3. 244 04/25/70 
53 Tumulty, Tom 6-2 242 02/11/73, 
57 Wilson, Reinard 6-2 255 12/12/73 


KICKERS, HT WT BORN _ EXP. 

11 Johnson, Lee P 6-2 200 11/27/61 13 Brigham Young 

9 Pelfrey, Doug K 5-11 185 09/25/70 5 Kentucky 
* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 
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Steele, 6 

Tucke 

Parker, Marcus 
Vaughn, Damian 
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COLLEGE 
East Carolina 
Arizona State 
Marshall 
Kansas State 
COLLEGE 
‘Auburn 


Minis 


West Virginia 
Oregon State 


Utah 


Brigham Young 
Kansas 

Central Michigan 
Michigan 

Eastern Washington 
Penn State 
COLLEGE 

South Carolina 
Colorado 

Penn State 
Washington 


Minois 


Penn State 
COLLEGE 
Rutgers 
Arizona State 
Florida 
Fresno State 
Portland State 
Hampton 
Michigan 
Tennessee 


San Di 


iago State 


COLLEGE 
Sam Houston State 
Alabama 
Oklahoma State 
North Carolina 


None 


Western Carolina 


San Di 


lego State 


Wisconsin 
Boise State 


COLLEGE 


Dick LeBeau, Assistant Head CoactvDefensive Coordinator; Ken Anderson, Offensive 
Coordinator; Paul Alexander, Offensive Line; Jim Anderson, Running Backs; Bob Wylie, 
Tight Ends; Tim Krumrie, Defensive Line; Mark Duftner, Linebackers; Ray Horton, Defensive | 

the league. The Bengals led the NFL with 31 touch- ‘Backs; Al Roberts, Special Teams; John Garrett, Offensive Staff Assistant; Loule Cioffi, 
Defensive Staff Assistant; Kim Wood, Strength and Conditioning 


# QUARTERBACK HT__WT BORN _ EXP 


Mississippi Valley State 
Ball State 


Miami 


(FL) 


Colorado State 
Kansas State 
Florida State 
Alabama 
Florida 
Florida 
COLLEGE 

West Virginia 


Baylor 
Duke 


Pittsburgh 


Ohio st 


tate 


Pittsburgh 
Florida State 


COLLEGE 


76 


76 


Auburn 
North Carol 
innati 


RIND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 


lina 


NE Louisiana 


loy 
igan 
Texas Chi 
Virginia Tec 
Miami (OH) 


ian 
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Won 7, Lost 9 


Arizona 53,644 
at Baltimore 52,968 
at Denver 73,871 
New York Jets 57,209 
at Jacksonville 67,128 
atTennessee —17,071 
Pittsburgh 60,020 
at NY Giants 72,584 
San Diego 53,754 
at Indianapolis 58,473 
at Pittsburgh 55,226 
Jacksonville 55,158 
at Philadelphia 66,623 
Tennessee 49,086 
Dallas 60,043 
Baltimore 50,917 


RUSHING . AVG LONG TD 


BENGALS ON DEFENSE 


BENGALS ON OFFENSE 


bre Briz Anderson 
Gutierrez Brown 


oo ©O0HOGO 


Braham Blackman McGee 
ae Brumfield Goff Battaglia 


RECEIVING 


Douthard 


PASSING 
Blake 
Esiason 
Carter 
Team 
Opponents 


CH) Myers 
Collins 3.0, Copeland 3.0, Wilson 3.0, Ce) Pelfrey 


Ambrose 1.0, Langford 1.0, McDonald 1.0, 
Orlando 1.0, Tumulty 1.0 


Team 35.0, Opponents 46.0 


Dixon 8.0, Wilkinson 5.0, Francis 4.0, Shade 4.0, 
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BALTIMOR 


he Ravens, who lost six games by four 
points or less, needed someone who 
wouldn’t blink when it got to be eyeball- 
to-eyeball time. That’s why they gambled on bat 
tered, 34-year-old quarterback Jim Harbaugh. The 
last time Harbaugh played for Ravens coach 
Ted Marchibroda, they were in Indianapolis 
FB. and ended up a Hail Mary incompletion 
RP away from the Super Bowl. 


f Yons 
1 
— 
a 


4 


But that was in 1995. 
The Ravens have their 
| fingers crossed that the 
Harbaugh-Marchibroda 
collaboration still has 
some spark left, What 
the Ravens need most 
is leadership. 
Harbaugh isn’t the 
only important change. 
The Ravens traded for run- 
ning back Errict Rhett, who 
became obsolete in Tampa Bay 
when Warrick Dunn became 
a Buccaneer star. They lost 
long-distance receiver Derrick 
Alexander to Kansas City, so they promoted 
return ace Jermaine Lewis and drafted flyer 
Pat Johnson of Oregon. 

Raven fans better hope these moves turn out 
better than some of those made in the team’s first 
two seasons in town. The Ravens signed running 
back Bam Mortis, the dynamite keg which explod- 
ed in their face, They saw Vinny Testaverde go 
from a Pro Bowl quarterback in his first year to a 

player to be replaced in his second. They lost young 
players Alexander, Antonio Langham, and Steve 
AC Everitt to free agency. 


iz 


If things turn out well, Baltimore’s promising 


Jormy)) 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 

Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


Defensive rookie _ offensive line and emerging defense should have 
of the year a great deal to do with it. The prize of the line is 
Peter Boulware x in 

led Baltimore. _ eft tackle Jonathan Ogden, who made the Pro 
with 11.5 sacks, | Bowl in his second season. The Ravens made center 
the fourth-most Wally Williams their franchise player. Right tackle 
ever byarookié. Orlando Brown is the team captain. Jeff 


Blackshear is a truck at right guard. Left guard is 
up for grabs. 

Harbaugh, injured often, threw just 10 touch- 
down passes for Indianapolis last year, but he led 


LEFT: JIM TURNER, RIGHT: SCOTT D'ERRICO 
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the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


23 
22 


5 
16 


The Ravens hope the Harhaugh-Marchibroda 


the AFC in third-down passing, had the lowest 
interception percentage in the AFC, and the fifth- 
best efficiency rating. He may stay healthier behind 
the Raven line. 

Rhett had 31 carries for Tampa Bay, mostly on 
short-yardage downs, and averaged just 3.1 yards. 
The Ravens also signed Roosevelt Potts, the former 
Colt who has been troubled by off-field problems. 
Jay Graham averaged 3.7 yards, but he doesn’t seem 
to be what Marchibroda wants. 


Michael Jackson is not the explo- 
sive receiver Alexander was, but he 
nevertheless led the team with 69 
catches. Tight end Eric Green doesn’t 
run deep routes any longer, but he’s 
still difficult to cover on the medium- 
range stuff. He had 65 catches. 

Lewis led the league in punt 
returns, with a 15.6-yard average, the 
best mark in the NEL in 14 years. He 
returned two for touchdowns. At 5-7 
and 172 pounds, he is small for a full- 
time starter (although he caught 
touchdown passes in half of the eight 
games he started), Lewis was used 
mostly as the slot receiver. He finished with 42 catch- 
es and a 15.4-yard average. 


330.7 
99.3 
231.4 
20.4 
13.4 
20.2 
335.2 
105.6 
229.6 
21.6 

17 11T 

42 15T 

-4 227 


Ray Lewis led the youngest linebacking corps in NFL 
history with a league-high 210 tackles, 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


‘Ted Marchibroda, Head Coach 

t h e k e y s t 3 t Ss Kirk Ferentz, Assistant Head Coach/Offense; Marvin Lewis, Defensive Coordinator, 
The Ravens’ defense improved from 23rd against the run Maxie Baughan, Linebackers; Jacob Burney, Defensive Line; Al Lavan, Running Backs; 
+ in oy 7 Richard Mann, Wide Receivers; Alvin Reynolds, Defensive Backs; Jerry Simmons, 
Int996 to.10mn in 87: ae was fifth inthe NFL Strength and Conditioning; Don Strock, Quarterbacks; Ken Whisenfunt, Tight Ends; 
in all-purpose yards, with 2,025. has 27 Lester Erb, Quality ControV/Offense; Jim Schwartz, Quality Contro/Defense; 
TD receptions since 1995. was second in Darrin Simmons, Quality ControlSpecial Teams 
the NFL with a 61.2 percent completion rate. He enters it QUARTERBACK WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


7 & i 4-Harbaugh, Jim 12/23/63 11 Michigan 
1998 with 179 consecutive attempts without an INT. 414 Richardson, Wally 02/11/74 1 Penn State 


10 Zeier, Eric? 09/06/72 3 Georgia 
# OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
76 Bernstein, Alex 08/11/75 1 Amherst 
69 Blackshear, Jeff 03/29/69 5 Northeast Louisiana 
77 Brown, Orlando 14/12/70 4 South Carolina State 
65 Cav, Ben 01/31/72 1 Oklahoma 
70 Flynn, Mike 06/15/74 1 Maine 
71 Folau, Spencer 04/05/73 1 Idaho 
64 Isaia, Sale? 06/13/72 1 UCLA 
75 Ogden, Jonathan o7/374 «2 UCLA 
63 Williams, Wally 02/19/71 5 Florida A&M 
# RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE 
23 Cotton, Kenyon 02/23/74 1 SW Louisiana 
34 Graham, Jay O7/4/75 1 Tennessee 
26 Holmes, Priest 10/07/73 1. Texas 
42 Potts, Roosevelt* 01/08/71 5 Northeast Louisiana 
32 Rhett, Erriot® 12170 4 Florida 
44 Vinson, Tony 03/13/71 1 Towson State 
# RECEIVERS COLLEGE 
86 Green, Eric* 06/22/67 8 Liberty 
81 Jackson, Michael 04/12/69 7 Southern Mississippi 
88 Kinchen, Brian : 08/06/65 10 Louisiana State 
The Ravens reunited Jim Harbaugh 84 Lewis, Jermaine z 10/16/74 2 Maryland 
(left) with coach Ted Marchibroda 89 Ofoulle, Ad. 10/09/73 1 Missouri 
and signed Rod Woodson (above) 83 Roe, James 08/23/73 Norfolk State. 
for the NFL's No. 28 pass defense. 80 Yarborough, Ryan ‘ 04/26/71 Wyoming 
# DEFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
‘90 Burnett, Rob 08/27/67 8 Syracuse 
‘94 Frederick, Mike? ! 08/06/72 3 Virginia 
If Baltimore is going to make a move up, it probably will $7 Jones, James eznels9 7 Noeriova 
: e strength of its > defense, which hel ieCrary, Michael ; ce Forest 
be on the strength of its young defense, which held opponents 9 Sraquee, tay j HB steel 
to 19 points or less five times in the second half last season. 95 Ward, Chris 2/0474 Kentucky 
Second-year middle linebacker Ray Lewis led the NFL 93 Washington, Keith? : 12/18/73 UNLV. 
with 210 tackles and went to the Pro Bowl. Peter Boulware 79 Webster, Larry* 01/18/69 Maryland 
was the league’s defensive rookie of the year after recording it DEFENSIVE BACKS COLLEGE 
11.5 sacks, a number exceeded by just three rookies since sacks 24 Brady, Donny 19/24/73 Wisconsin 


first became an NFL statistic in 1982, First-year teammate 7° (rt Shon ae ae ae 

Jamie Sharper started 15 games and played well for the NFL's. #31 Jones, Rondel TOT BulNota caries 

youngest and most promising linebacking unit. 29 Lyons, Lamar 03/25/73 Washington 
27 Moore, Stevon 02/09/67 Mississippi 
41 Staten, Ralph 12/03/74 ‘Alabama 


r < 37 Thompson, Bennie* 02/10/63 Grambling 
Boulware would prefer to play defensive end, which 35 witiams, jon 7/26/74 1 Southern UnWersty 


would require him to carry 15 or 20 additional pounds, If it 26 Woodson, Rod 03/10/65 Purdue 
works out, then the Ravens would come at passers from sev- SagRENTETTaTS COLLEGE 
eral directions since young Michael McCrary has 20.5 sacks 58 Boulware, Peter 12/18/74 Florida State 
in his last 23 games. If it doesn’t work out, Rob Burnett, who a eee ais Matta 

5 . ¥ ae ‘i 2 ewis, Ray ami 
hasn’t played well since his knee surgery in 1996, will beback 54 soci, tus eer alee 
in the lineup. Ex-Colt Tony Siragusa was an anchor in the # $5 sharper Jamie {esr 4 Wii 
middle of the line and left tackle James Jones is a playmaker. agra ae 

The Ravens were not happy with Langham’s play at cor- 9 Montgomery, Greg 6-4 215 10/29/64 10 Michigan State 
nerback, but the man replacing him, all-time star Red Wood- 3 Stover, Matt 5-11 178 01/27/68 7 Louisiana Tech 
son, showed his age last year. They need a big year from * Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 
underachieving DeRon Jenkins. Top pick Duane Starks of THE 1998 DRAFT 
Miami could play immediately. Strong safety Stevon Moore $F pick NAME PES Te Wi oe BORN as COLL ERE! 
had surgeries on both knees. Kim Herring is at free safety. 1 10. Starks, Duane CB 5-10 175 05/23/74 Miami FL) 

Lewis may not have the stamina to return kicks while 42 Johnson, Pat WR 5-10 180 08/10/76 Oregon 
starting full-time. The kicking game is O.K. with Matt Stover es Chase, Maryn EE 12/19/74 Oklahoma 
and punter Greg Montgomery. Owner Art Model spent $1. {JEIBESy Pasi gl Cou GINTGICa 
million for special-teams demon Bennie Thompson. 164 Williams, Sammy oT 312 12/14/74 Oklahoma 


a) 250 09/24/72 Weber State 
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13938 DEPTH CHART 
1337 FINAL STATS ‘ 


Won 6, Lost 9, Tied 1 


Jacksonville 61,018 

Cincinnati 52,968 

at NY Giants 69,768 

at Tennessee 17,737 

at San Diego 54,094 

Pittsburgh 64,421 

Miami 64,354 

atWashington 75,067 

at NY Jets 59,524 

at Pittsburgh 56,669 

Philadelphia 63,546 

Arizona 53,976 Webster Webster 
at Jacksonville 63,712 

Seattle 54,395 

Tennessee 60,558 

at Cincinnati 50,917 Brady Washington. 


AVG LONG TD 


Testaverde 
J. Lewis 
Zeier 


Montgomery A 
cata oo GOHOOSd 


dora 2 Cavil Blackshear Green 
Team 5. paar Bernstein Bernstein Kinchen 


Opponents .f (08) Lewis 
Johnson 
RECEIVING Harbaugh 


Jackson 
Alexander 
Green 

J, Lewis 
Morris 
Byner 
Yarborough 
Graham 
Kinchen 
Roe 


Testaverde x 
Team . 
Opponents . Lowts Lows 
Graham Johnson 
PASSING ee 
Testaverde + ee 
«> aa >: aie 


Zeier 


Team 
Opponents 


Boulware 11.5, McCrary 9.0, J. Jones 6.0, 
Burnett 4.0, R. Lewis 4.0, Sharper 3.0, 
Washington 2.0, Herring 1.0, C. Brown 0.5 


Team 42.0, Opponents 37.0 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 103 


Predicted order 
of finish 
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AFC WEST 


by Larry Felser Buffalo News 


he last time the Kansas City Chiefs went 
T to the Super Bowl, it was the old Ameri- 

can Football League's going-out-of-busi- 
ness sale, when the Chiefs qualified as a wild card 
and upset the Minnesota Vikings. It’s about time 
they made a return trip. 

The Denver Broncos lived on the edge on their 
way to last year’s epic victory (the first by the AFC 
since 1984), but now the edge is blunter. The Seat- 
tle Seahawks bear the look of a better team, but 
their coach, Dennis Erickson, must hope that “bet- 
ter” translates to the playoffs because he’s ina pre- 
carious position. 


Kansas City Chiefs 

These are not the stodgy old 
Chiefs. Late last year they 
showed a knack for quick-strike 
scoring. Ex-Raven receiver Der- 
rick Alexander has since been 
added to quarterback Elvis 
Grbac’s impressive roster of tar- 
gets. The major worry for the 
club is how to compensate for the loss (and lead- 
ership) of the retired Marcus Allen. 

The defense has a menacing new look with the 
addition of two big-name veterans, tackle Chester 
McGlockton and pass rusher Leslie O’Neal. Gun- 
ther Cunningham serves the dual role as defensive 
coordinator and prefect of discipline. The new line- 
men could mesh effectively with pass rusher Der- 
tick Thomas and Pro Bowl cornerbacks James 
Hasty and Dale Carter. 


Denver Broncos* 

Once you snatch the brass ring, is there any 
goal which is able to stimulate you? That's the 
question confronting John Elway and the Broncos 
this season. A relentless ground game with Super 
Bow! MVP Terrell Davis was enough to make the 
Green Bay Packers’ big defense gasp for air, but 
does Denver have enough balance to challenge the 
Chiefs again for supremacy in the West? The Bron- 
cos, remember, were just the second wild-card 
team (after the Oakland Raiders in 1981) to win 
the Super Bowl. 

Things are not the same on defense. Middle 
linebacker Allen Aldridge left via free agency and 
both safeties, Steve Atwater and Tyrone Braxton, 
are showing their age. End Neil Smith showed 
Kansas City, his former team, that he had a big year 
left, but what now? 


TOP PLAYERS 


Offense: 

Terrell Davis, Denver Broncos 
Defense: 

Dale Carter, Kansas City Chiefs 


Newcomer: 
Charles Woodson, Oakland Raiders 


Seattle Seahawks 

Free agency added running back Ricky Wat- 
ters from the Philadelphia Eagles, two veteran 
offensive linemen in Kevin Glover from the Detroit 
Lions and Brian Habib from the Broncos, and a 
swift linebacker, Darrin Smith, from the Eagles. Yet 
the most important addition may be Paul 
Rodriguez, the new coach of the special teams. The 
Seahawks lost three or four games because of the 
worst special-teams play in the league. Rodriguez 
is being paid a relative fortune and has the title of 
“assistant head coach.” 

The big question is whether 41-year-old quar- 
terback Warren Moon will be able to play most of 
the season. If Moon cannot con- 
tinue, then Jon Kitna, the excit- 
ing prodigy from the World 
League, will take over. 


Oakiand Ralders 

The Raiders are trying to 
stop living in the past. They 
hired one of the brightest young 
coaching prospects in the NFL, ex-Eagle offensive 
coordinator Jon Gruden, and team owner Al Davis 
even allowed him to pick most of his staff. Start- 
ing over seems the only way the Raiders can cure 
their underachieving. 

Gruden won't be able to cure all the ailments 
at once. For one thing, the Raiders finished last in 
the league in passing defense, rushing defense, and 
total defense. Gruden’s specialty is offense. If his 
rearranged line can protect quarterback Jeff George 
and allow running back Napoleon Kaufman to 
make full use of his impressive skills, then Oak- 
land could improve on last year’s 4-12 record. 


San Diego Chargers 

The Chargers surrendered a quarterback’s ran- 
som to the Arizona Cardinals for the opportunity 
to draft Ryan Leaf, but it won't be Leaf against the 
world this season. Free agency brought three vet- 
eran offensive lineman: Pittsburgh tackle John Jack- 
son, Green Bay guard Aaron Taylor, and Atlanta 
center Roman Fortin. With the prodigal Natrone 
Means returning, the Chargers will run the ball. 
Joe Bugel, the ex-Raiders head coach, is in charge 
of the new line. 

Prospects for an improved defense are not 
nearly so good, but the special teams are reinforced 
by the return of kicker John Carney, who missed 
most of last season with a knee injury. 
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Derrick Thomas 
(above) has 
earned Pro Bowl 
honors in each of 
his nine seasons, 


HANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


- If Leslie O’Neal and Chester McGlockton 


produce, the Chiefs could go to the Super Bowl. 


T he Chiefs may have moved into the 
favorite’s role in the division by making, 
two risky moves the day before the draft. 
They signed Leslie O'Neal of St. Louis and Chester 
McGlockton of Oakland for a defense that already 
was among the premier units in the league. 


Two for the Show 

O'Neal and McGlockton created discontent 
within their former teams. But what led the Chiefs 
to roll the dice on them was the fact that K.C. defen- 
sive coordinator Gunther Cunning- 
ham once coached McGlockton with 


the numbers 


slimmer than his days as a fullback, is a tailback now 
and will be aimed mostly between the tackles. Kim- 
ble Anders went to the Pro Bow! for the third con- 
secutive year after blocking in his accustomed man- 
ner, catching 59 passes, and averaging five yards on 
his 79 carries. The newest member of the commit- 
tee is rookie Rashaan Shehee, a finesse runner who 
was also employed as a receiver in the University 
of Washington offense. 


Another Dimension 
It has become a cliche to associ- 
ate a conservative running game 


the Raiders and O’Neal with the — teamstats&leaguerank with Schottenheimer. The Chiefs 
Chargers. He hada rapport witheach. Total Offense 316,5 14 have far more dimension now. Elvis 
If he gets the most from them in — Rushing 135.7 5 Grbac outpassed John Elway in 
Kansas City, the Chiefs could go to Passing 1808 24 their playoff matchup. Now Grbac 
their first Super Bowl since 1970 and Seoting 234 ST has another outstanding receiver 
Cunningham could end up an NFL fut Renin 108 plu since Baltimore’s Derrick Alexan- 
head coach. Total Defense 050 11 “°t WAS signed as a free agent. 
Against Rush 401.3. 7 Grbac was solid in his debut as a 
Coming Close AgainstPass 203.7 16 starting quarterback last year; when 
Calling the Chiefs the division Pts Allowed 145 1 Grbac was injured, veteran Rich 
favorite may sound strange since they Interceptions 21 47 ~~ Gannon played just as effectively. 
lost a major chunk of their resolve — Sacks 54 3T Alexander, who gained 1,009 
when Marcus Allen retired to the  Tumover Diff. +414 3 yards on his 65 catches and scored 


broadcast booth. Yet this is a team 
with many assets, not the least of which is hunger. 
The Chiefs actually finished ahead of Denver last 
year, but then the Broncos won the Super Bowl 
as a wild card, defeating the Chiefs 14-10 
along the way in K.C. Few coaches have 
come as close to the last game without 
qualifying for it as Marty Schottenheimer 

. has. This could be his year. 
Let’s not minimize what Allen meant 
to the Chiefs. He scored 11 
touchdowns last year, and 
when it was third-and-one 
time, he converted 12 of 
13 chances. Allen’s lead- 
ership was immeasur- 
able. But the Chiefs think 

they can compensate. 

Kansas City will run 
the ball by committee, not 
unusual for a Schotten- 
heimer team. Donnell Ben- 
nett, almost 20 pounds 
A healthy Elvis Grbac, who is 


&2as the Chiefs’ starter, will 
build on last year’s success. 


nine touchdowns, teams with Andre 
Rison, who gained 1,092 yards on 72 catches and 
scored seven touchdowns. Few teams are as strong 
at tight end with Ted Popson and Tony Gonzalez, 
who caught 68 passes between them. The passing 
game exploded in the final month when the Chiefs 
averaged 32 points per game. 

Schottenheimer doesn’t like to use premium 
draft choices on offensive linemen, but he was wor- 
ried about his aging tackles, Jeff Criswell and Glenn 
Parker, so he used his No. 1 pick to select Victor 
Riley of Auburn. The interior of the line remains a 
team strength with Tim Grunhard at center, Dave 
Szott at left guard, and Will Shields at right guard. 
The line was intact for all but the opener last season. 


By the Numbers 

It's understandable why Schottenheimer is tak- 
ing a chance on McGlockton and O'Neal. Kansas 
City led the AFC in both interceptions and sacks, 
but still finished 16th in the NFL in pass defense. 
The two veterans, if they play at their best, can be 
instrumental in getting the Chiefs to the Super Bowl. 
The 320-pound McGlockton can dominate a game. 
He can also turn a practice session into travesty if 
he’s allowed to. For all his talent, the Raiders could 


the key stats 
Kansas City has the best turnover differential in the NFL in 
the ’90s (+106). The Chiefs have allowed an NFL-low 16.1 
points per game over the past three years. They allowed 
opponents just 16 TDs on 42 tries (38.1 percent) in the red 
zone, second-best in the NFL. Elvis Grbac is 14-5 as a 
starter, the best win percentage (73.7) among active QBs. 


not unload McGlockton until the 11th hour before the draft. 
O'Neal can be an all-pro disrupter, too, but he had 72 sacks in 
the last six seasons, including 10 last year, before the Rams got 
their fill of him. 

End Dan Williams played better for Kansas City than he 
ever did for Denver, recording 10.5 sacks. John Browning is still 
around. Parlaying O’Neal and Williams with the redoubtable 
Derrick Thomas could double the ferocity of the pass rush. 
Thomas had 9.5 sacks and 34 pressures despite missing the first 
six starts. Wayne Simmons fit nicely as an inside backer after 
coming from Green Bay in midseason. Anthony Davis had a 
16-tackle game against Denver; middle backer Donnie Edwards 
led the team with four forced fumbles. 

The Chiefs sent cornerbacks James Hasty and Dale Carter 
to the Pro Bowl. Reggie Tongue won the job at strong safety 
in his second season and led the team in tackles. Jerome Woods 
started all 16 games at free safety. Tiny nickel back Mark 
McMillian tied for the AFC interception lead, with eight, 
returning them for a club-record 267 yards and three TDs. 


Special Delivery 

Tamarick Vanover returned a punt and kickoff for touch- 
downs, the fifth and sixth TD returns of his career. His 25.7- 
yard kickoff-return average was second-best in the AFC. Pete 
Stoyanovich hit 14 of 15 field goals from 40 yards or longer 
and was perfect on 12 kicks inside the 40. Punter Louie Aguiar 
tied for the AFC lead with 28 punts inside the 20-yard line. 


The Chiefs may have moved closer to a Super Bowl with Chester 
McGlockton (below, left) and Derrick Alexander (below, right). 


* 
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


Marty Schottenheimer, Head Coach 
Gunther Cunningham, Defensive Coordinator; Jimmy Raye, Offensive Coordinator, 

‘Al Saunders, Assistant Head Coach/Receivers; Russ Ball, Administrative Assistant to Head 
Coach; Jim Erkenbeck, Tight Ends/Offensive Assistant; Jeff Hurd, Strength and Conditioning; 
Lionel James, Running Backs; Bob Karmelowicz, Defensive Line; Woodrow Lowe, 
Defensive Assistant/Assistant Special Teams; Mike MoCarthy, Quarterbacks; Roberto Parker, 
Assistant Strength and Conditioning; Brian Schottenheimer, Offensive Assistant/Quality 
Control; Kurt Schottenheimer, Defensive Backs; Mike Solari, Offensive Line; Mike Stock, 
‘Special Teams; Darvin Wallis, Defensive Assistant/Quality Control 


# QUARTERBACK HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
17 Bames, Pat 0B 6-3 215 02/23/75 1 Kansas State 
12 Gannon, Rich 0B 6-3 210 12/20/65 11 Delaware 

11 Grbac, Elvis 0B 6-5 232 08/13/70 4 Michigan 

8 Tolliver, BillyJoe QB 6-1 217 02/07/66 9 Texas Tech 

# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN. EXP, COLLEGE 

69 Criswell, Jeff T 6-7 294 03/07/64 11 Graceland 

60 El-Mashtoub, HichamC 6-2 288 05/11/72 2 Arizona 

61 Grunhard,Tim © 62 307 05/17/68 8 Notre Dame 

62 Parker, Glenn T 65 305 04/22/66 8 Arizona 

72 Parks,Nathan = T-6-5 303 10/25/74 1 Stanford 

68 Shields, Will 6G 63 305 09/15/71 5 Nebraska 

65 Smith, Jeff C 6-3 322 05/25/73 2 Tennessee 

70 Spears, Marcus T 6-4 305 09/28/71 4 Northwestern Louisiana 
79 Szott, David G 6-4 293 12/12/67 8 PennState 

64 Tamm, Ralph G 6-4 280 03/11/66 8 West Chester 

# RUNNING BACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

38 Anders, Kimble FB 5-11 230 09/10/66 7 Houston 

30 Bennett, Donnell RB 6-0 240 09/14/72 4 Miami (FL) 

27 Bostic, James RB 5-11 225 03/13/72 1 Auburn 

49 Richardson, Tony FB 6-1 232 12/17/71 3 Auburn 

43 Robinson, Greg RB 5-10 205 08/08/69 4 Northeast Louisiana 
# RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 

82 Alexander, Derrick” WR 6-2 195 11/06/71 4 Michigan 

85 Dowdell, Marcus WR 5-10 179 05/22/70 5 Tennessee State 
88 Gonzalez, Tony TE 6-4 244 02/27/76 1 California 

84 Hom, Joe WR 6-1 195 01/16/72 2 Itawamba JC 
83 Hughes,Danan WR 6-2 211 12/11/70 5 lowa 

9 Jones,Reggie © WR 6-0 175 05/05/71 1 Louisiana State 
81 Lockett, Kevin WR 6-1 180 09/08/74 1 Kansas State 
95 Manuel, Sean TE 6-2 245 12/01/73 1 New Mexico State 
48 Popson, Ted TE 6-4 250 09/10/66 4 Portland State 
£89 Rison, Andre WR 6-1 188 03/18/67 9 Michigan State 
87 Vanover, Tamarick WR 5-11 218 02/25/74 3 Florida State 

# DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

71 Barndt, Tom DT 6-3 295 03/14/72 2 Pittsburgh 

93 Browning, John DE 6-4 272 09/30/73 2 West Virginia 
90 Holland, Darius? DT 6-5 310 11/10/73 3 Colorado 

77 MoDaniels, Pellom DE 6-3 285 02/21/68 5 Oregon State 
75 McGlookton, Chester* DT 6-4 320 09/16/69 6 Clemson 

91 O'Neal, Leslie «DE 6-4 270 05/07/64 12 Oklahoma State 
‘97 Parten, Ty OT 6-4 272 10/13/69 5 Arizona 

92 Williams,Dan* DE 6-4 290 12/15/69 5 Toledo 

‘# DEFENSIVE BACKS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

27 Adams,Vashone $510 196 09/12/73 3 Eastern Michigan 
45 Brooks, Bucky CB 6-0 195 01/22/71 4 North Carolina 
34 Carter, Dale CB 6-1 188 11/28/69 6 Tennessee 

23 Dorsett, Matthew CB 5-11 190 08/23/73 1 Southern 

40 Hasty, James* CB 6-0 208 05/23/65 10 Washington State 
29 MoMillian, Mark © CB 5-7 148 04/29/70 6 Alabama 

41 Prior, Anthony* CB 5-11 185 03/27/70 5 Washington State 
39 Thomas, Rodney CB 5-11 190 12/21/65 4 Brigham Young 
25 Tongue,Reggie S$ 6-0 201 04/11/73 2 Oregon State 
21 Woods, Jerome  S 6-2 200 03/17/73 2 Memphis 

# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

50 Davis, Anthony LB 6-0 235 03/07/69 5 Utah 

59 Edwards, Donnie 1B 6-2 236 04/06/73 2 UCLA 

55 George, Ron LB 6-2 242 03/20/70 5 Stanford 

51 Manusky, Greg LB 6-1 234 08/12/65 10 Colgate 

56 Simmons,Wayne LB 6-2 248 12/15/69 5 Clemson 

58 Thomas, Derrick LB 6-3 247 01/01/67 9 Alabama 

90 Wooden,Tery LB 6-3 239 O1/14/67 8 Syracuse 

‘# KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

5 Aguiar, Louie P 6-2 218 06/30/66 7 Utah State 

10 Stoyanovich,Pete K 5-11 195 04/28/67 9 Indiana 


* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 
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RND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
1 27 Riley, Victor OT 6-5 315 11/04/74 Auburn 
3 88 Shehee,Rashaan © RB 5-11 210 06/20/75 Washington 
4 120 Favors, Gregory DE 6-3 228 09/30/74 Mississippi St 
5 128 Williams, Robert CB 5-11 170 05/29/77 North Carolina 
6 181 Ransom, Derrick DE 6-4 288 09/13/76 Cincinnati 
7 216 Warfield, Eric S 60 195 03/03/76 Nebraska 
7 224 Blackwell, Emest RB 6-3 235 08/02/75 Missouri 
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1337 FINAL STATS 


Won 13, Lost 3 
DATE SCORE AIT 
08/31 L 3-19 at Denver 75,600 
09/08 W 28-27 at Oakland 61,523 
09/14 W 22-16 Buffalo 78,169 
09/21 W 35-14 at Carolina 67,402 
09/28 W 20-17or Seattle 77,877 
10/05 L 14-17 at Miami 71,794 
10/16 W 31-3 ‘San Diego 77,196 
10/26 W 28-20 at St. Louis 64,864 
11/03 W 13-10 Pittsburgh 78,301 
11/09 L 10-24 at Jacksonville 70,444 
11/16 W 24-22 Denver 77,963 
11/23 W 19-14 at Seattle 66,264 
11/30 W 44-9 San Francisco 77,535 
12/07 W 30-0 Oakland 76,379 
12/14 W 29-7 at San Diego 54,594 
12/21 W 25-13 New Orleans 66,772 
RUSHING NO. YDS AVG LONG TD 
Hill 157 550 35 38 O 
Allen 124 505 41 30 11 
Anders: 79 «397 50 43 0 
Bennett 94 369 39 #14 «1 
Grbac 30 168 «356 20 1 
Gannon 33° 109 33° «6130 «2 
Vanover 5 50 100 17 0 
Aguiar 2 Nn 55 6 0 
Richardson 2 1 55 6 0 
Tolliver tor 9 7 08 12 «0 
Tolliver Ke 2 1-05 0 0 
Rison 1 2 20 2.0 
Team 529 2171 41 43 15 
Opponents 413 1621 39 45 8 
RECEIVING NO. YDS AVG LONG TD 
Rison 72 1092 152 45 7 
Anders 59 453° «7.7 «(SGT 2 
Popson 35 320 «9.1 212 
Gonzalez 33° -368:«11.2 30 2 
Dawson 21 273° «13.0 27 2 
Hill 12 126 105 39 0 
Allen "1 86 62«7.8 18 OO 
Vanover 7 92 131 42 0 
Hughes z 6 93 14F 2 
Bennett 7 5 07 4 0 
Perriman Kc 6 83 138 27 0 
Walker 5 60 120 22 0 
Richardson 3 6 20 3% 3 
Horn 2 65 325 47 0 
Lockett 1 35 «(350 35 0 
Pupunu tor 1 TA TO 7 0 
Team 281 3129 «11,1 Sér 20 
Opponents 271 3618 «134 78 15 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS TD INT 
Grbac 314° «179 «1943 11 6 
Gannon 175 9 #1144 7 4 
Tolliver tor TG) 640 G75 +t 
Tolliver kc 4 1 8 0 0 
Allen 2 2 Wi <2* -C 
Aguiar 1 1 6 0 0 
Team 493 281 3129 20 10 
Opponents 507 271 3618 «15 21 
SACKS, 


Williams 10.5, Thomas 9.5, Booker 4.0, 


Browning 4.0, Davis 3.5, McDaniels 3.5, 


Simmons Tor 3.5, Simmons kc 3.5, Edwards 2.5, 
‘Tongue 2.5, Anderson 2.0, Barndt 2.0, Hasty 2.0, 
‘Wooden 2.0, Dumas kc 1.0, Woods 1.0, 


Phillips 0.5 


Team 54.0, Opponents 32.0 
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Even with John Elway, the Broncos will | 
he hard pressed to return to the Super Bowl. 


Hamlet this spring, postponing his decision to 

play or not to play until the 11th hour, The 
future Hall of Fame quarterback confirms that he 
has a net worth of $80 million. He reached his career 
goal by winning the Super Bow! last January. And 
he turned 38 in June. 


fi t should be no mystery why John Elway played 


Retirement Plans 

The Broncos should be prepared to lose Elway. 
As former Buffalo coach Marv Levy used to say, 
“When you're thinking about retiring, 
you’re already retired.” 

Even with Elway, repeating as 
Super Bowl champions would be 
tough. The Broncos won last year as a 
wild card, only the second wild-card 
team ever to win the Super Bowl. They 
opened 6-0, then lost four games and 
scraped out a pair of three-point vic- 
tories, one in overtime, after their bye 
week in mid-October. This time, every- 
one will be gunning for them. 

Life without Elway would have 
meant Bubby Brister would inherit the 
starting job, with the future eventually 
being fought over by Brian 
Griese, Michigan’s Rose 
Bow! quarterback, and Jeff 
Lewis. Lewis, who was 
Elway’s heir apparent, 
had reconstructive 
knee surgery in Feb- 
ruary and will miss 
this season. Life 
without Elway is 
sure to begin in 
1999—that is, if it has 


Turning to Terrell 
With Elway or without him, the Denver offense 
now revolves around Terrell Davis, the Super Bowl 
MVP who has emerged as the NFL's No. 1 runner. 
Maybe the Broncos cannot expect another 1,750 yards 
from Davis, but his rushing output is likely to be close 
to that again. Davis has been the most consistent 
ground gainer in the league since he was a rookie. The 
trick is to keep him fresh. That is why Denver draft- 
ed two running backs, Curtis Alexander of Alabama 
and Chris Ford of Michigan, in the middle rounds. 
If Elway does not play, the Broncos 
do not expect left tackle Gary Zimmer- 
man to return. Zimmerman had to be 
coaxed out of retirement last year, and 
then he became a force in the running 
game. The Broncos have no reserve 
tackle whose skills are close to those of 
Zimmerman. The line already lost right 
guard Brian Habib. His replacement is 
likely to be David Diaz-Infante, who 
has seen considerable playing time. 
The rest of the Super Bowl line is 
intact: Tom Nalen, of whom Broncos 
coach Mike Shanahan says, “There is 
no better center,” left guard Mark 
Schlereth, and right tackle Tony Jones. 
Dwayne Carswell, the blocking tight 
end, becomes more important if the 
onus is on the running game. Full- 
back Howard Griffith is the equiv- 
alent of another guard. 


Need for Speed 
No matter who plays quarterback, 
the Broncos’ receiving corps 
needed an injection of speed, 


— considering the talent 


Her eae aokaeatiyAndiitisnohe upgtade among the cor- 
defense with pretty prospect. nerbacks in the rest of the 
8.5 sacks and Brister threw only nine passes AFC West. That’s why 
Rod Smith last season. He’s been a football gyp- Marcus Nash was Den- 
(above) led the ; es ae > 

roneswith sy since his brief tenure as starter ? ver's first-round draft choice 
12 TD catches for the Pittsburgh Steelers. Even in and likely will step into the 
and 1,180 yards__ the winter of his career, and not third-receiver role. Rod Smith, 
receiving. counting his many intangible quali- who had a dozen touchdowns 


ties, Elway threw for 27 touchdowns 
and 3,635 yards. Brister would merely 
be keeping the seat warm. 


among his 70 receptions, and 
Ed McCaffrey, who added eight 
touchdown catches and a flock 
of big plays in the postseason, 


YF axe the starters. Tight end Shan- 
non Sharpe, who had his usual big 


Mile-high Salute: Super Bow! MVP Terrell Davis 
carried the Broncos to their first championship. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT: ROSS F. DETTMAN, JOE ROBBINS, CHARLES BERNHAROT 


Mike Shanahan, Head Coach 


Alex Gibbs, Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line; Greg Robir |, Defensive Coordinator; 

/ the key stats ay iii ees Saree Pm iy ss 

Since 1995, 's first year as coach, Denver Rich Tuten ‘Strength and Conditioning; Bamey Chavous, Assistant Offe tigen 

has more rushing yards (6,730) and total yards (17,702) | George byer Detesne ine ape eer tom nds; 
i Richard Smith, il Teams; 

than any team in the NFL. avis's regular season Te te Does hata: Bette ener Ken ee 

and post season totals of 495 carries for 2,331 yards in 

1997 rank No. 1 all-time. leads all tight 6 ais Beaty S 6-3 207 eee fe pone Louisiana 

: e a 7 Elway, John 63 215 
ends in receptions and receiving yards since 1990. 8 Lewis, Jett 0B 6-2 217 04/17/73 2 Northern Arizona 


13 Nussmeier, Doug* 0B 6-3 211 12/11/70 4 Idaho 


79 Banks, Chris G 6-1 286 04/04/73 1 Kansas 

63 Diaz-Infante, David G 6-3 292 03/31/64 11 San Jose State 
77 Jones, Tony T 6-5 295 05/24/66 10 Western Carolina 
66 Nalen, Tom C 6-2 280 05/13/71 4 Boston College 
62 Neil, Dan G 6-2 283 10/21/73 1 Texas 

64 Novitsky, Craig © T-6-5 295 05/12/71 3 UCLA 

69 Schlereth, Mark G 6-3 278 01/25/66 9 Idaho 

74 Swayne, Harry T 6-5 295 02/02/65 11 Rutgers 

71 Tuten, Melvin T 6-6 305 11/11/71 2 Syracuse 

65 Zimmerman, Gary 1 6-6 294 12/13/61 12 Oregon 


36 Christopherson, Ryan RB 5-11 246 07/26/72 2 Wyoming 
30 Davis, Terrell RB 5-11 200 10/28/72 3 Georgia 
29 Grifith, Howard FB 6-0 240 11/17/67 5 Ilinois 
22 Hebron, Vaughn RB 5-8 195 10/07/70 5 Virginia Tech 
31 Loville, Derek RB 5-10 208 07/04/68 7 Oregon 
42 Smith, Detron FB 5-9 231 02/25/74 2 Texas A&M 
‘83 Armour, Justin® — WR 6-4 209 01/01/73 3 Stanford 
89 Carswell, Dwayne? TE 6-3 261 01/18/72 4 Liberty 
86 Chamberlain, Byron TE 6-1 240 10/17/71 3 Wayne State (NE) 
82 Gamble, David = WR 6-1 190 06/14/71 1 New Hampshire 
85 Green, Willie WR 6-4 188 04/02/66 7 Mississippi 
81 Jeffers, Patrick © WR 6-3 217 02/02/73 2 Virginia 
11 Jordan, Kevin. © WR 6-2 190 12/14/72 1 UCLA 
37 Lynn, Anthony TE 6-3 230 12/21/68 5 Texas Tech 
87 McCaffrey, Ed © WR 6-5 215 08/17/68 7 Stanford 
84 Sharpe, Shannon TE 6-2 230 8 Savannah State 
John Elway, the No. 2 all-time passer in yards (48,669), attempts 80 Smith, Rod WR 6-0 190 05/15/70 3 Missouri Southern 
(6,894), and completions (3,913), finally added a Super Bowl ring. 88 Wilson, SirMahn WR 6-2 210 06/04/73 1 Syracuse 
<i 96 Hasselbach, Harald DE 6-6 280 09/22/67 4 Washit 
year with 72 catches and a 15.4-yard per-catch average, would pro- 75 wey Pat DE G4 255 12272 1 Miso “a 
vide a comfort zone for a new quarterback. 76 Jeffries, Dameian DE 6-4 277 05/07/73 1 Alabama 
72 Jones, Emest® DE 6-2 255 04/01/71 3 Oregon 
97 Lodish, Mike DT 6-3 280 08/11/67 8 UCLA 
Lost and Found 93 Pryce, Trevor OT 6-5 278 08/03/75 1 Clemson 
The champs also have worries on defense. They lost their 92a baat ST E420 OAH. 1 Wahign 
run-stuffing middle linebacker, Allen Aldridge, to free agency | 98 Tanuvasa,Maa OT 6-2. 277 11/06/70 3 Hawali 
and they have one of the oldest safety combinations in the NFL. = Watinton Marvin’ DE fe na ass} if ronal Onahons 
‘Tyrone Braxton is 33 and Steve Atwater is 32. That's why Shana- 91 Williams, Alfred DE 6-6 265 11/06/68 7 Colorado 
han used his No. 2 pick on Eric Brown of Mississippi State. ae eae ee ee 
i i i: i i fer, Steve 3 217 1 ansas 
Keith Burns will get first shot at replacing Aldridge. Shana- 28 Bames,Tomur CB 510 188 09/08/70 4 North Texas 
han resisted the idea of moving aggressive Bill Romanowski to 34 Braxton, Tyrone = S_5-11 185 12/17/64 11 North Dakota State 
zs ; Fi A 39 Ray’ CB 5-10 185 01/05/67 9 Bayi 
the middle, so the controversial playmaker will stay at weakside | 33 foo bene Be ae Rca TaeE cE ee cite 
linebacker with the speedy John Mobley on the strong side. Speed 23 Gordon, Darrien CB 5-11 182 11/14/70 5 Stanford 
i 21 Hilliard, Randy CB 5-11 168 02/06/67 8 Louisiana State 
and aggressiveness took the Broncos a long way on defense. They > 21 Mila Randy CB 5-11 163. z>oe7.& Lousiana Sate 
scored more defensive touchdowns, seven, than any team in the 25 Johnson, Darrius CB 5-9 175 09/17/72 2 Oklahoma 
fi i ‘i i 46 Kidd, Cart CB 6-1 200 06/14/73 2 Arkansas 
AFC: five on interceptions and two on fumble recoveries. 32 Veland, ony SCEU AS LOMTINSL A. Wonaia 
Rugged Front 56 Burns, Keith LB 6-2 245 05/16/72 4 Oklahoma State 
iti 59 Cadrez, Glenn LB 6-3 245 01/02/70 6 Houston 
The Broncos get a rugged, evenly distributed rush up front. 50 Hesse, Jon 1B 64 250 0808/73 1. Nebraska 
Alfred Williams, Maa Tanuvasa, and Neil Smith, who had more 57 McCoy, Ryan LB 6-2 245 03/13/72 1 Houston 
‘ 7 51 Mobley, John LB 6-1 230 10/10/73 2 Kutztown 
left than Kansas City thought, each had 85 sacks. Keith Traylor 53 Romanowski Bill LB 6-4 241 4/02/65 10 Boston College 
turned around a tight game in Buffalo with a 62-yard intercep- 58 Russ, Steve LB 6-4 237 09/16/72 1 Air Force 
tion return for a touchdown. Marvin Washington, the ex-Jet, was 
i i 5 i i 1 Elam, Jason K S11 192 OYDW70 5 Hawall 
signed as an outside pass rusher. Tory James, who missed his 46 Rouen, Tom P63. Ze neni 
rookie year after knee surgery, will push the erratic Darrien Gor- + borate FeeAgaat * attcid free Agent 
don at right corner. Ray Crockett is back on the left side. Shana- 
han needs one more decent season from Braxton and Atwater. Eat PCR RT te Wie BORE Se CE 


Gordon returned three punts for touchdowns. Jason Elam 
had a 51-yard field goal in the Super Bowl, but he had an unmem- 
orable season, especially from the 40-yard line and beyond, where 
he hit just six of 13 attempts. Tom Rouen is a reliable punter. 


‘AL MESSERSCHMIOT 
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1337 FINAL STATS 


Won 12, Lost 4 


Kansas City 
at Seattle 

St. Louis 
Cincinnati 

at Atlanta 
New England 
at Oakland 

at Buffalo 
Seattle 
Carolina 

at Kansas City 
Oakland 

at San Diego 
at Pittsburgh 
at San Francisco 
San Diego 


75,600 
55,859 
74,338 
73,871 
48,211 
75,821 
57,006 
78,458 
74,212 
71,408 
77,963 
75,307 
54,245 
59,739 
68,461 
69,632 


YDS AVG LONG TD 


Loville 
Griffith 
R. Smith 
D. Smith 
Brister 
Lewis 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 
Sharpe 

R. Smith 
McCaffrey 
Davis 

Green 
Carswell 
Griffith 

D. Smith 
Hebron 
Jeffers 
Chamberlain 
Loville 

Lynn 

Nalen 


Team 
Opponents 


Elway 
Brister 
Lewis 


Team 
Opponents 


N. Smith 8.5, Tanuvasa 8.5, Williams 8.5, 


Mobley 4.0, Gordon 2.0, Pryce 2.0, 


Romanowski 2.0, Traylor 2.0, Hasselbach 1.5, 
Atwater 1.0, Lodish 1.0, McKyer 1.0, Braxton 0.5, 


Richie 0.5 


Team 44.0, Opponents 35.0 
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Crockett 
Johnson Hasselbach 


BRONCOS ON DEFENSE 


BRONCOS ON OFFENSE 


Zimmerman Nalen Jones 
Swayne ‘Swayne Swayne 


S GoOoHOOS 


‘Schlereth Diaz-infante Sharpe 
ES Neil Neil Carswell 


McCaffrey 
Green 
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SEATTLE SERHAWEHS 


| I ast winter Paul Allen, the Seahawks’ bil- 
Free safety Darryl lionaire new owner, tried to romance Tom 
Williams (below) Donahoe, the Pittsburgh Steelers’ director 
garned 2 F'0 4 _of football operations. He also lusted for Green Bay 
his AFC-leading Packers coach Mike Holmgren in the dual role of 
and career-high coach and general manager. He got neither Dona- 
eight INTs. hoe nor Holmgren, however. 


For a Change 


‘ ps. 


Dennis Erickson the most vulner- 
able coach in the NFL starting 
opening day. There are a legion of 
changes in store for the Seahawks, 
many of them for the good. Much 
of the franchise is in transition as 
Allen carves his own niche. 
Randy Mueller is the gen- 
eral manager of record, but for 
how long? Erickson’s future is 
likewise uncertain. Two assis- 
tants, former Washington Red- 
skins special-teams coach Pete 
Rodriguez and former New 
York Giants wide-receiver 
coach Milt Jackson, were 


Moon hi 
Warren Moon, sala ad 
free-agent 

addition Ricky 


Galloway (below, 
left to right) 

are a dangerous 
offensive trio. 


DAVID GREENE/ACTIVE IMAGES INC. (2), SPORTS PHOTO MASTERS. 


(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: ROSS F. DETTMAN, 


That does not mean he won't try again to hire 
high-profile football honchos, which makes Seattle's 


the numbers 


ing in the on-deck circle is Jon Kitna, who had a 
couple of sizzling performances late in the season 
after winning the Most Valuable Player award in 
the World League in 1997. 

A lot of the football team itself is permanent, No 
longer will Seattle operate with a three-back system 
in its offense. Ricky Watters, who signed as a free 
agent from Philadelphia, is the man, both as a ball 
carrier and receiver. Watters gained 1,110 yards for 
the Eagles, but he'll be playing with a superior offen- 
sive line now. He should be able to break off better 
runs than the 28-yarder which was his 
longest a year ago. 


team stats & league rank 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 

Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 
Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


reportedly hired for a staggering $220,000 

a year, and they were not hired by 
)\ Erickson. The Seahawks also made a 
serious but unsuccessful pass at Pitts- 
burgh’s defensive coordinator, Jim 
Haslett. Erickson should feel uneasy. 


Take the quarterback position. Warren Moon 
had a wonder year in the third domed stadium that 
Watters, and Joey he has called home. He threw 25 touchdown pass- 
es, produced 3,678 yards, and the Seahawks finished 
third in the NFL in passing. Yet how permanent can 
a quarterback be if he turns 42 at midseason? Stand- 


Hard Line 

The line could make this offense. 
Left tackle Walter Jones was the 
prize rookie last year and left guard 
Pete Kendall is in his third season as 
the starter. The Seahawks lost their 
young center, Kevin Mawae, to the 
New York Jets via free agency, but 
less than two weeks later they had 
another Kevin, Detroit's Kevin 
Glover, one of the NFL's better vet- 
eran centers. They signed Brian 
Habib from Denver's Super Bowl 
line to play right guard. Immense Howard Ballard 
remains at right tackle. 

Allen spends money for quality. The coaches 
were confident that James McKnight, (34 catches, 
6 touchdowns, and an 18.7-yard per-catch average) 
was about to become a star, so he was awarded a 
three-year contract worth a reported $3.6 million. 
McKnight will be the third receiver, after Joey Gal- 
loway (72 catches and 12 touchdowns) and Mike 
Pritchard (64 receptions, 2 TDs). Galloway broke 
1,000 yards for the second time in three years. Tight 
end is a three-way competition among Itula Mili, 
Carlester Crumpler, and Christian Fauria. Mili 
missed his rookie seasson because of knee surgery. 


359.9 3 
112.5 13 
247.4 

22.8 


6.7 
20.4 


303.1 


the key stats 
Seattle set franchise marks for completions (359), attempts 
(609), yards passing (4,187), and total yards (5,759). 
passed for at least 250 yards in a club-record nine 
straight games. In three years in Philadelphia, 
rushed for 3,749 yards and 31 TDs. The Eagles were 
11-1 in games when Watters rushed for 100 yards or more. 


With his team-high 12 sacks, end Michael Sinclair became the first 
Seahawk since 1986 to have back-to-back double-figure sack totals. 


Fast and Formidable 

‘The big change on defense is in the linebacking, where Dar- 
rin Smith of the Eagles was signed as a free agent and Antho- 
ny Simmons of Clemson was the top draft choice. Smith, Sim- 
mons, and Chad Brown should give Seattle one of the fastest 
linebacking units in the NFL. Brown, who slipped from 13 sacks 
in Pittburgh to 6.5 in his Seahawk debut, should be freed up to 
do more damage as a pass rusher. Jim Johnson, the former defen- 
sive coordinator at Indianapolis, is the new linebacker coach. 

Hard-working left end Michael Sinclair finished second 
to Bruce Smith in the AFC in sacks, with 12. Philip Daniel is 
the right end, with Matt LaBounty the swing man. The for- 
midable tackle combination of Sam Adams (7 sacks) and 
Cortez Kennedy will remain formidable only if Kennedy 
works uncharacteristically hard to rehabilitate his injured knee. 


Room for improvement 

An improved pass rush is needed since the defensive unit 
intercepted just 13 passes, including eight by free safety Dar- 
ryl Williams. Last year’s top draft choice, cornerback Shawn 
Springs, had just one interception. His counterpart across the 
field, Willie Williams, the AFC interception leader in 1995 with 
Pittsburgh, likewise intercepted only one pass. Neither theft 
produced any return yardage. Mark Collins, the former Giant 
and former Chief, will challenge retread Bennie Blades and 
Jay Bellamy for the job at strong safety. 

Punter Jeff Feagles, who averaged 44.3 yards, was signed 
as a free agent from the Arizona Cardinals. Place-kicker Todd 
Peterson could be challenged. He connected on 22 of 28 field 
goals and scored 103 points. Seattle was the worst punt-return 
team in the league, averaging just 6.7 yards. They were not much 
better on kickoff returns—their 20.4-yard average ranked 26th. 
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SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


Dennis Erickson, Head Coach 
Pete Rodriguez, Assistant Head Coach/Special Teams; Bob Bratkowski, Offensive Coordinator; 
Greg McMackin, Defensive Coordinator; Tommy Brasher, Defensive Line; Dave Brown, 
Defensive Coach; Keith Gilbertson, Tight Ends; Milt Jackson, Wide Receivers; Jim Johnson, 
Linebackers; Darren Krein, Assistant Strength and Conditioning; Tim Lappano, Running Backs; 
Dana LeDue, Strength and Conditioning; Bill Meyers, Assistant Offensive Line; Winston Moss, 
Defensive Quality Control; Rich Olson, Quarterbacks; Willy Robinson, Defensive Backs; 
Gregg Smith, Offensive Line; Eric Yarber, Offensive Quality Control 
# QUARTERBACK BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
17 Friesz, John 05/19/67 Idaho 
7 Kitna, Jon 09/21/72 Central Washington 
1 Moon, Warren 11/18/56 Washington 


#f OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 

75 Ballard, Howard ‘Alabama A&M 
63 Beede, Frank Panhandle State 
60 Bloedorn, Greg Cornell 

53 Glover, Kevin* Maryland 

62 Gray, Chris* ‘Auburn 

75 Habib, Brian” Washington 

71 Jones, Walter Florida State 
66 Kendall, Pete Boston College 
69 Williams, Grant Louisiana Tech 


RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE 

31 Broussard, Steve Washington State 
38 Strong, Mack Georgia 

32 Watters, Ricky” Notre Dame 


#t RECEIVERS P_ COLLEGE 

87 Crumpler, Carlester East Carolina 
83 Davis, Tyree Central Arkansas 
86 Fauria, Christian? Colorado 

84 Galloway, Joey Ohio State 

81 Harris, Ronnie? Oregon 

88 May, Deems North Carolina 
‘82 McKnight, James* Liberty 

85 Pritchard, Mike Colorado 

19 Wilson, Robert Florida A&M 


#t DEFENSIVE LINE > COLLEGE 

98 Adams, Sam Texas A&M 

93 Daniels, Phillip Georgia 

99 LaBounty, Matt* Oregon 

76 Parker, Riddick North Carolina 

97 Saleaumua, Dan ‘Arizona State 

70 Sinclair, Michael Eastern New Mexico 


tt DEFENSIVE BACKS: 
20 Bellamy, Jay 

23 Collins, Mark 

21 Rusk, Reggie 

24 Springs, Shawn 
37 Stokes, Eric 

22 Thomas, Fred 

33 Williams, Darryl 
27 Williams, Willie 


#t_ LINEBACKERS 
54 Barber, Michael” 
94 Brown, Chad 
59 Cain, Joe 
58 Hardy, Darryl 
57 Kyle, Jason” 
56 Logan, James 
56 Smith, Darrin* 
95 Wells, Dean 
KICKERS 
10 Feagles, Jeff* 61 03/07/66 10 Miami (FL) 
2 Peterson, Todd? —K 5-10 171 02/04/70 4 Georgia 

* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 
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ND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
Simmons, Anthony LB 6-1 225 06/20/76 Clemson 
Weiner, Todd OT 6-5 300 09/16/75 Kansas State 
Green, Ahman RB 6-0 215 02/16/77 Nebraska 
‘Myles, DeShone 1B 6-3 240 10/31/74 Nevada 
Hansen, Garl oT 280 01/25/76 Stanford 
Shaw, Bobby WR 6-1 190 04/23/75 California 
McEndoo, Jason 0G 6-5 300 02/25/75 Washington St. 


11/03/63 
05/01/73, 
1115/72 
06/17/63, 
06/19/70 
12/02/64 
o1igr74 
07/09/73 
05/10/74 


02/22/67 
ootis7t 
04/07/69 


09/03/71 
09/23/70 
09/22/71 
11/20/71 
06/04/70 
03/08/69 
06/17/72 
10/26/69 
06/23/74 


06/13/73, 
03/04/73, 
01/03/69 
1/20/72 
19/25/64 
01/31/68 


‘BORN 
07/08/72 
01/16/64 
10/19/72 
03/11/75 
12/18/73 
09/11/73 
01/07/70 
12/26/70 


es 


COLLEGE 

Rutgers 

Cal Fullerton 
Kentucky 

Ohio State 
Nebraska 
Tennessee-Martin 
‘Miami (FL) 
Western Carolina 


wonaante 


COLLEGE 
Clemson 
Colorado 
Oregon Tech 
Tennessee 
Arizona State 
Baylor 

Miami (FL) 
Kentucky 


‘COLLEGE 


11/09/71 
07/12/70 
06/11/65 
11/22/68 
05/12/72 
12/06/72 
04/15/70 
07/20/70 
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19938 DEPTH CHART 


1997 FINAL STATS 
Won 8, Lost 8 


DATE _ SCORE ATT 


L New York Jets 53,893 
09/07 L 14-35 Denver 55,859 
09/14 W 31-3 atindianapolis 49,194 
09/21 W 26-22 San Diego 51,110 
09/28 L 17-20ot atKansasCity 77,877 
10/05 W 16-13 Tennessee 49,897 
10/19 W 17-9 at St. Louis 64,819 
10/26 W 45-34 Oakland 66,264 
11/02 L 27-30 at Denver 74,212 
11/09 W 37-31 at San Diego 64,616 
116 L 17-200r atNewOrleans 50,493 
11/23 L 14-19 Kansas City 66,264 
11/30 L 17-24 Atlanta 52,584 
12/07 L 24-31 at Baltimore 54,395 
12/4 W 22-21 at Oakland 40,124 


San Francisco 66,253 


YDS 


AVG LONG TD 


Warren 
Broussard 


K. Richardson tor 
K. Richardson sea 1 


Team 404 
Opponents 455 1731 3.8  55r 


1 


RECEIVING 
Galloway 
Pritchard 64 843 «13.261 
Warren 45° 257) 5.7 20 
McKnight 34° «637 «18.7 = «60r 
Crumpler 31 (361 «116 = 30 
Br, Blades 30 319 106 27 
Broussard 24° -143°«6.0  20r 
Smith 23° 183 «8.022 
Strong 13 1 70 20 
Fauria 10 «110 110 25 
Hobbs tor r 85 121° «(21 
Hobbs sea 5 44° 88 21 
Harris 4 81 203 34 
Davis 2 48 240 37 


NO. AVG LONG TD 


BBloocostoncHansacnnd 


Sinclair 12.0, Adams 7.0, C. Brown 6.5, 
Daniels 4.0, Saleaumua 3.5, LaBounty 3.0, 
Bellamy 2.0, Kennedy 2.0, Be. Blades 1. 
Wells 1.0 


Team 42.0, Opponents 36.0 
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Tim Brown led 
the AFC with 
career highs in 
receptions (104) 
and yards (1,408). 


The Raiders’ defense hit rock bottom, finishing 


last in every maj 


he Raiders keep collecting marquee players 
T:. then the marquee goes dark. Last year it 
was Desmond Howard, who won the Super 

Bowl MVP as a Green Bay Packer because of his kick- 
return magic. As a Raider, Howard was mediocre at 
best. The year before that it was Larry Brown, the 
Dallas Cowboy cornerback who was the MVP in the 
Super Bowl. Brown was shown the door last 
spring. Rocket Ismael? Pffft. Jeff George at 
quarterback? He has not been the answer so far. 


The city of Oakland continues to yawn, as it 


é i has since the team returned from Los 


Angeles, and team owner Al Davis is 
on his fourth head coach in five years. 


Prospects for this season are not bright. @imenuicuce) 
Rushing 
Sideline Route Pa 


Scoring 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 

- Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


The new coach is 35-year-old John. 
Gruden, formerly the offensive coor- 
dinator for the Philadelphia Eagles. He 
has no previous ties to the Raiders. The 
last time Davis tried that, he hired 
Mike Shanahan. But Shanahan didn’t 
know the secret handshake, so he was 
bagged four games into his second 
season and went on with the rest of his 
life, which climaxed in the Denver 
Broncos’ Super Bowl victory last January. 

Davis, uncharacteristically, allowed Gruden to 
hire most of his new staff. Bill Callahan, Gruden’s 
line coach in Philadelphia, is the offensive coordi- 

nator, and Gary Stevens, the ex-Dolphin offensive 
coordinator, is George’s quarterback coach. 
Maybe Davis is trying to take his coaching 
Mulligan with Gruden. He needed to do some- 
thing. The Raiders haven't won a playoff game 
since the 1993 season. They lost eight of their last 
nine games in ‘97, which does not translate to 
much bounce. 
Marquee Name 
The new marquee player is Charles Woodson, 
Michigan’s versatile Heisman Trophy winner. Wood- 
son is a big-play cornerback, a thrilling return man, 
and, occasionally, an explosive receiver. But it might 
be wise to start conservatively with Woodson. The 
Raiders’ incumbent cornerbacks, Albert Lewis and 
Terry McDaniel, are aging and played poorly last 
season. The Raiders need Woodson to deliver at cor- 
nerback, His Deion Sanders impersonation can come 
later. In fact, the entire Oakland defense is on a res- 
pirator after finishing dead last in every major cat- 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 
318.9 


egory among the 30 NFL teams. Opponents gouged 
the Raiders for an average of 241.9 yards per game. 
They pounded them for 140.4 yards per game on the 
ground. The defense had just 10 interceptions and 
31 sacks, very uncharacteristic of the Raiders. 


Ex-Saints March In 

There could be at least five changes in the defen- 
sive unit, including three in the secondary. Eric 
Allen, who first balked at reporting to Oakland 
when the Saints traded him, finally agreed to wear 
silver and black. He'll play the corner 
across from Woodson. Alfred New- 
man, a free agent from New Orleans, 
should supplant strong safety James 
Trapp. Why all the Saints? Willie Shaw, 
Gruden’s new defensive coordinator, 
coached in New Orleans last year. 

The unproven James Folston 
brings his speed to one outside line- 
backer, while rookie Leon Bender of 
Washington State will replace Chester 
McGlockton, the renegade star, at tack- 
le. End Darrell Russell, last year’s top 
rookie, should improve on his 3.5 sacks. 
Lance Johnstone, the blitzing line- 
backer, is another pro sophomore. Tack- 
le Russell Maryland, who does not justify his big 
salary often enough, registered 4.5 sacks. 


Heisman Trophy winner Charles Woodson, the No. 4 
overall draft pick, will contribute on defense immediately. 


LEFT: AL MESSERSCHMIDT, RIGHT: ROSS F. DETTMAN, 


GAKLAND RAIDERS 


Jon Gruen, Head Coach 
Keith Rowen, Assistant Head CoactvOtfensive Line; Bill Callahan, Offensive 
Coordinator/Tight Ends; Willie Shaw, Defensive Coordinator; Dave Adolph, Linebackers; 


H 4 | 5 Fred Biletnikoff, Wide Recovers; Chuck Bresnahan, Defensive Backs; Frank Gansz J, 
ing season. tied for No. 2 in the NFL with 12 ‘Special Teams; Skip Peete, Running Backs; David Shaw, Offensive Quality Control 


receiving touchdowns. led the NFL with a Gary Stevens, Quarterbacks; Mike Waufle, Defensive Line 
career-high 3,917 yards passing. Top draft choice # QUARTERBACK HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
was a high-school All-America running back § 3 George.Jeff 0B 6-4 215 12/08/67 8 Iinois 
who rushed for over 2,000 yards as a senior. He Hie one! | QB G2 6 21b (PN ERInT tasty Facet 
#_ OFFENSIVE LINE HT__WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
73 Ashmore, Darryl T 11/01/69 Northwestern 
68 Cunningham, Rick T 01/04/67 6 Texas A&M 
72 Kennedy, Lincoln T 02/2/71 5 Washington 
70 Kohn, Tim G 12/06/73 1  lowa State 
63 Robbins, Barret. © C_6-3 305 08/26/73 3 Texas Christian 
6 1 
c 6 
T 1 
G 9 


the key stats 


recorded his fifth-straight 1,000-yard rec 


62 Treu, Adam 6-6 300 06/24/74 Nebraska 
66 Whitley, Curtis* 6-1 295 05/10/69 Clemson 
78 Whittaker, Scott 6-7 300 05/07/74 Kansas 


76 Wisniewski, Steve 04/07/67 Penn State 


# RUNNING BACKS, p_ COLLEGE 

35 Aska, Joe RB 7/472 Central Oklahoma, 
48 Davison, Jerone RB 09/16/70 Arizona State 
45 Hall, Tim RB 5-11 220 02/15/74 Robert Morris 
26 Kaufman, Napoleon RB 5-9 185 06/07/73 Washington 
31 Levitt, Chad RB 11/2075 Cornell 


# RECEIVERS p_ COLLEGE 


‘86 Brown, Derek TE 03/31/70 Notre Dame 
81 Brown, Tim wR 07/22/66 Notre Dame 


83 Dudley, Rickey TE 07/15/72 2 Ohio State 
80 Howard, Desmond WR 05/15/70 6 Michigan 
82 Jett, James wr 12/28/70 5 West Virginia 
85 Mickens, Terry ‘WR 02/21/71 4 Florida A&M 
89 Rosenstiel, Robert TE 6-3 240 02/07/74 1 Eastern Ilinois 
beret oe ee . 84 Shedd, Kenny WR 5-10 170 02/14/71 5 Northern lowa 
areata Ot a eae eee 88 Truitt, Olanda = WR ovoari hoe State 


xplosive mn iver, # DEFENSIVE LINE 
explosive runner and receive! CORRES aes en 


90 Jackson, Grady o1eu73 Knoxville 


Raiders of the Lost Arc 98 Johnson, Kevin 10/30/70 3 Texas Southern 
, Sree sGllcenteshan A e 51 Johnstone, Lance 06/11/73 2 Temple 
The offense still centers around George. He made a little § 67 Maryiand, Russell Ce) nan 
splash in the first half of the season, but the Raiders averaged 91 Mims, Chris DE 6-5 290 09/29/70 Tennessee 
fewer than 10 points in their final five games. Earlier they were 96 Russell, Darrell © DE. 6-4 305. 05/27/76 Southern California 
throttled in humiliating losses to San Diego and New Orleans. SUSUR En a DENG SS 2TULDG APH TT aeiene 
The most important priority is to protect George. Oakland (a0 HETSIEIES ace 
lowed 58 sacks a 50. The Raide d their second first. 21 Alensérie 11/22/65 10 Arizona State 
allowed 58 sacks a year ago. The Raiders used their second firs Bates, Patrick sl feaied arises REA 
round pick on Florida tackle Mo Collins. He skipped his senior 27 Branch, Calvin 05/08/74 Colorado State 
year and needs some polish, but he may be pushed into the start- % 20 Carter, Perry CB 5-11 190 08/05/71 Southern Mississippi 
ing lineup. Right tackle Lincoln Kennedy probably should be @ 2° Land, Dan ie she 18 OOS RSET Miley State 
switched to right euard. Left tackle Pat Harlow returns from back 26 MéDatielfery CB 5-10 180 02/08/65 10 Tennessee 
switched to right guard. Left tackle Pat Harlow returns from bac! 30 Newman,Anthony* § 6-0 200 11/21/63 10 Oregon 
surgery. Steve Wisniewski still ranks among the best left guards 37 Trapp, James S 6-0 190 12/28/69 5 Clemson 
and center Barrett Robbins is a comer, but he may have to be @ 42 Turner, Eric $ 6-1 205 09/20/68 7 UCLA 
moved to guard with Curtis Whitley taking over at center. #t LINEBACKERS p_ COLLEGE 
54 Biekert, Greg 1B 03/14/69 5 Colorado 
55 Folston, James LB 08/14/71 Northeast Louisiana 
Napoleon Solo 2 P 57 Holmberg,Rob LB 05/06/71 Penn State 
Napoleon Kaufman is a first-rate back. He gained 1,294 yards 87 wis, John Heny* LB Hei eae Wks Facet 
and had the longest run from scrimmage in the NFL, an 83-yard 52 Muirbrook, Shay LB 6-0 230 11/15/73 Brigham Young 
touchdown. Kaufman also caught 40 passes, one of which he took § 59 Wallace,Aaron LB 6-3 245 04/17/67 8 Texas A&M 


70 yards for a touchdown. What he needs is a blocking fullback, KICKERS COLLEGE . 

a role that rookie Jon Ritchie of Stanford may have to assume. ele te Et SA epee 
The tight end, Rickey Dudley, is valued mostly for his pres- ‘ * Unrestricted Free Agent, *Resricted Free Agent 

ence as a huge target running deep patterns. His 48 catches aver- 

aged 16.4 yards. Davis’s beloved vertical passing game is dan- THE 19398 DRAFT 

gerous with Tim Brown, whose 1,408 yards on 104 catches led {[ RND Pick NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 

the league, and speedy James Jett, who added a dozen touch- J Ee bata Rees es 3 uy ae eee 

downs and a 17.5-yard per-catch average. a eater Caan OT 6-5 308 08/08/75 Washington St 
If Howard can’t improve on his punt-return work, then 63. Ritchie, Jon FB 6-2 240 09/04/74 Stanford 

Woodson may get the job. The Raiders need a better place-kick- 109 DiNapoli, Gennaro 0G 6-3 301 05/25/75 Virginia Tech 

er than Cole Ford, whose 13-for-22 field-goal record was the worst 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 127 Brigham, Jeremy TE 6-6 260 03/22/75 Washington 
i 5 152 Smith, Travian LB 6-6 227 08/26/75 Oklahoma 
in the league. Leo Araguz averaged 45 yards per punt. 7 

7 


230 Amey, Vince DE 6-3 289 02/09/75 Arizona State 
235 Sanders, David DE 6-4 284 07/25/75 Arkansas 


LEFT: DON SMITH/SPORTS PHOTO MASTERS, RIGHT: SPORTS PHOTO MASTERS 
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1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 4, Lost 12 


at Tennessee 30,171 

Kansas City 61,523 

at Atlanta 47,922 

at NY Jets 72,586 

St. Louis 42,506 

San Diego 43,648 

Denver 57,006 

at Seattle 66,264 . 

at Carolina 71,064 Wallace 


New Orleans 40,091 @ 

atSan Diego 65,714 Biekert 
at Denver 75,307 # Maryland = Bendor ® 
Miami 50,569 Johnson Jackson: 


atKansas City 76,379 
Sete a2 o oo 6 © @ 
Jacksonville 40,032 Russell Johnstone Woodson 


Path Smith Mims Carter 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Kaufman 
# Hall 
Williams 
George . 
Fawer RAIDERS ON OFFENSE 


ld : Harlow Robbins Collins 
j Davison ‘ Whittaker Whitley Cunningham 


ron © GOHOdso 


slat i Oe OE Wisniewski = Kennedy Dudley 
Team 1588 4. Asse Treu Cunningham D, Brown 


Opponents 525 2246 T. Brown 


Truit 


Kaufman 

Williams I Davison 

Fenner . Ritchie 
# Shedd 
§ Truitt 

Howard 

Davison 

Levitt 

Hall 

Team 294 3944 


Opponents 324 410912. Howard pees 
q Woodson | Woodson 
PASSING 


George os o£ 


Klingler 
F Kaufman Trev ‘Trew 
Whitley 


Whitley 
Team 529-294 
Opponents 324 


Araguz 
Hollas 


| 
Smith 6.5, Maryland 4.5, McGlockton 4.5, 0 Ford CP) ‘Araguz 
Johnstone 3.5, Russell 3.5, Biekert 2.5, 
§ Fredrickson 2.0, Lewis 2.0, Bruce 1.0, Lynch 1.0 
$ Team 31.0, Opponents 58.0 


caedhdiiadineee ae 


116 Street & Smith's Pro Football 


n draft day in New York in April, Charg- 
ers owner Alex Spanos introduced his 
new quarterback, Ryan Leaf. 

“J don’t want to come here ever again,” said 
Spanos, meaning he did not want to reappear 
. with the bottom-feeders who get to draft the 
%, best prospects. “Our 4-12 record last year was 
the worst since I’ve owned the team. Ryan is 
going to be our quarterback for the next 15 
years and keep me out of here.” 


A New Leaf 
Leaf, an impressive 
physical specimen who 


led Washington State Total Offense 
tothe Rose Bowland — Rushing 
then declared a year early Bessy 
for the draft, came ata steep sili) 
price. The Chargers flip- Pum Returns 
“ Kick Returns 
Perennial Pro = flopped picks with the Ari- Total Defer 
Bowl honoree zona Cardinals and sur- Against ries 
Junior Seau tied “ rendered their No.2 pick, Apainst Pass 
his career high f 9 
cane wane next year’s No. 1, and Pts Allowed 
leading seven —, two players for the Interceptions 
sacks in ’97. ~ man they expect to Sacks 
become their franchise quarterback. — Turnover Diff. 


In charge of Leaf’s learning will be 
June Jones, ex-head coach of the Atlanta Falcons. 
Eventually Spanos may be correct in his pre- 
diction for Leaf, who won't be asked to win games 
with his arm for quite a while. For now, the thing 
that is most likely to improve the Chargers is their 
remodeled running game. The remodeling, was vital. 
San Diego finished 28th in the NFL in rushing. 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


For now, what is most likely to improve the 
Chargers is their remodeled running game. 


Means to an End 

General manager Bobby Beathard signed Green 
Bay left guard Aaron Taylor, Pittsburgh left tackle 
John Jackson, and welcomed prodigal son Natrone 
Means back to the San Diego backfield. The addi- 
tion of Jackson allows the new line coach, ex-Raider 
head man Joe Bugel, to switch Vaughn Parker to 
his natural position of right tackle. Tony Berti, the 
incumbent right tackle, enters a scramble at right 
guard. Free-agent acquisition Roman Fortin chal- 
lenges center Raleigh McKenzie. All that maneu- 
vering in front of and behind Leaf 
should mean that the rookie quarter- 
back will not be overly abused dur- 


281.6 28 ing his learning period. 
88.5 28 The key Charger is Means, who 
mae a has a history of contributing heavily 
in his first year on the job and then 
me lay taking a sabbatical. He ran for 1,350 
3229 21 yards for the Chargers in 1994, his first 
061 11 Yearas the starter. Two years later, 
216.8 23 Bobby Ross, then the coach, cut him, 
26.6 30 and Means ended up leading Jack- 
15 15T —sonville’s charge to the AFC champi- 
27 30 ~~ onship game. Last year Means ran for 
+9 25 a disappointing 823 yards, 122 fewer 
than Gary Brown, the man he replaces 

in the Charger backfield. 


Taking a Charge 

A face-lift was needed. Only Buffalo scored few- 
er points in the AFC than San Diego's 266. The 
Chargers finished the season by scoring a total of just 
13 points in their last three games. They scored only 
a quarter of the time they penetrated the red zone, 
the worst percentage in the league. They haven't won 
since last October 16, when they beat Indianapolis 
in the battle to avoid last place in the NFL. 

Beathard traded San Diego's No. 1 in 2000 for 
the right to draft 6-5 receiver Mikhael Ricks of 
Stephen F. Austin in the second round. That's noth- 
ing new. Two years ago, Beathard did the same thing 
in order to take Bryan Still, another small-college 
receiver, in the second round. The Chargers are still 
waiting for Still’s first touchdown. 

Tight end Freddie Jones was among the few 
bright spots for the Chargers last season, catching, 
41 passes for 505 yards and drawing some far- 
fetched comparisons to Hall of Famer Kellen 


After two years in Jacksonville, Natrone Means is back in 
San Diego, where he holds the single-season rushing mark. 
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Kevin Gilbride, Head Coach 
the key stats Nick Nicolau, Assistant Head Coach; Mike Sheppard, Ofensive CoordnatorWide Receivers; 
Rodney Harri: i with hi . Joe Pascale, Defensive Coordinator, Frank Novak, Special Teams; Joe Bugel, Offensive Line; 
yy Harrison led San Diego with a career-high 132 tack June Jones, Quarterbacks; Bill Macdermatt, Tight Ends; Wayne Nunnely, Defensive Line; 
les and became the only player in NFL history to return a Rod Perry, Defensive Backs; Jim Vechiarella, Linebackers; Ollie Wilson, Running Backs; 


i i it TDs ir Mike Cavanaugh, Quality Control/Offense; Kevin Lempa, Administrative Assistan/Defense; 
fumble, an interception, and a kickoff for in the same Darrell Pasquale, Quality Contro/Special Teams; John Hastings, Strength and Conditioning; 


year. Tony Martin led the Chargers in receptions (63), receiv- ‘Mike Schleelein, Assistant Strength and Conditioning 
ing yards (904), and TD catches (6). Natrone Means set Jack- # QUARTERBACK HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
sonville records for yards rushing (823) and rushing TDs (9). 8 Weldon, Casey" QB 6-1 206 02/03/69 5 Florida State 
5 Whelihan, Craig QB 6-5 204 04/15/71 3. Pacific 
‘# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN «EXP, COLLEGE 
75 Berti, Tony T 66 300 06/21/72 3 Colorado 
50 Binn, David* C 63 240 02/06/72 4 California 
Winslow. Tony Martin led the receivers again with 63 catches 69 Bordelon, Ben T 6-5 301 04/09/74 1 Louisiana State 
A ei 60 Engel, Greg* C 6-3 285 O1/18/71 3. linois 
for 904 yards, buthe complained about the conservative pass- G7 pM nee, GS. aor GUI 7 Sen bego Stale 
ing game. “We throw one pass downfield all game, so the 5 Jackson, om’ 66 257 OV/O4/I65.10__Eastem Kentucky 
defensive backs play 15 yards back and just wait for you.” 63 McKenzie,Raleigh C 6-2 283 02/08/63 13 Tennessee 
66 Mills, Jim G 64 290 03/30/73 2 Idaho 
70 Parker,Vaughn © T 6-3 296 06/05/71 4 UCLA 
79 Price, Marcus G 66 318 03/03/72 1 Louisiana State 
74 Roundtree, Raleigh T 6-5 288 08/31/75 1 South Carolina State 
65 Sienkiewicz, Troy’ G 6-5 310 05/27/72 3 New Mexico State 
73 Taylor, Aaron* G 64 305 11/1472 3 NotreDame 
# RUNNING BACKS HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
43 Bynum, Kenny RB 5-10 191 05/29/74 1 South Carolina State 
32 Chancey, Robert FB 6-0 258 09/07/72 1 None 
41 Fletcher, Terrell RB 5-8 196 09/14/73 3. Wisconsin 
20 Means,Natrone* RB 5-10 240 04/26/72 5 North Carolina 
# RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
85 Burke, John* TE 6-3 248 09/07/71 4 Virginia Tech 
89 Hartley, Frank" ‘TE 6-2 268 12/15/67 4 illinois. 
82 Jones, Charlie © WR 5-8 175 12/01/72 2 Fresno State 
88 Jones, Freddie © TE 6-4 260 09/16/74 1 North Carolina 
81 Martin, Tony WR 6-0 181 09/05/65 8 Mesa 
85 Rachal, Latorio ‘WR 5-11 183 01/31/73 1 Fresno State 
16 Rodgers, Anthony WR 6-3 190 12/11/73 1 Cal State-Northridge 
84 Slaughter, Webster WR 6-1 175 10/19/64 10 San Diego State 
80 Still, Bryan WR 5-11 174 06/03/74 2. Virginia Tech 
3 5 4 DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
San Diego traded up in the draft to 90 Coleman, Marco DE 6-3 267 12/18/69 6 Georgia Tech 
select Ryan Leaf (left), who has 93 Davis, Reuben DT 6-5 320 05/07/65 9 North Carolina 
the arm to make Tony Martin (above) 95 Fuller, William DE 6-3 280 03/08/62 12 North Carolina 
a Pro Bowl receiver again. 96 Hand,Norman? © DT 6-3 329 09/04/72 3 Mississippi 
99 Johnson, Raylee DE 6-3 272 06/01/70 5 Arkansas 
98 Lee, Shawn DT 6-2 300 10/24/66 10 North Alabama 
Discharged 94 Mohring, Mike OT 6-5 295 03/22/74 1 Pittsburgh 
f ‘ F 97 Parrelia, John «OT 6-3. 290 11/22/69 5 Nebraska 
The Chargers also were last in the league in sacks, which 76 Tuinei, Van DE 63 275 O2N@71 1 Arona 
put intense heat on a secondary that isn’t brimming with tal- —— Se 
ent. Like Marco Coleman before him, William Fuller was a 95 Bradford, Paul +~=«CB «5-8 185 04/20/74 1 Portland State 
free-agent bust, producing only three sacks. At 36, he’s unlike- 22 Brew, Dorian CB 5-10 182 07/19/74 2 Kansas 
ly to improve. The Chargers lost linebacker Patrick Sapp to 30 Puma Mike’ 60, 195 00/18/69 7" ndlana 
. z ; Dwayne 0 ina State 
Arizona in the draft-day deal. They still won't get much push 37 Harrison Rodney §. 6-0. 201 12/15/72 4 Wester linols 
up front, but they signed free-agent linebacker Gerald Dixon 40 Montreuil, Mark? = CB 6-1 200 12/29/71 3 Concordia 
from Cincinnati, where he led the Bengals with eight sacks. a aslitinae S ay i ps H Senter F- Austin 
n * A . lomas, Johnny saylor 
He'll ees in on passing downs for Kurt Gouveia, who 23 Williams, Gerome $ 6-2 210 07/09/73 1 Houston 
returns after neck surgery. LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
52 Burgess, James LB 5-11 230 03/31/74 1 Miami 
Say “Ow” 58 Bush, Lewis LB 6-2 245 12/02/69 5 Washington State 
The heart of the defense remains fiery linebacker Junior 3) QUST TB Ein Daman 3 prt teary 
Seau, an intimidating player who seems to be everywhere on 53 Hamilton, Michael LB 6-3 206 12/03/73 1 North Carolina A&T 
the field. Seau, however, needs a lot more help. Dwayne Harp- 59 James, Toran LB 6-3 240 03/08/74 1 North Carolina A&T 
er is a quality cornerback, but he always seems to get hurt. _55 Seat, Junior LB _ 6-3 250 01/19/69 8 Southern California 
Last year it was a hamstring. Safety Rodney Harrison is Sen EE 
dependable and versatile. He had two interceptions, four 3 cammey john —-K~S11 170 04/20/66 9. Notre Dame 
sacks, and scored three touchdowns. * Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 
The Chargers lost return ace Eric Metcalf to Arizona in the 
madeline ghttodrat at Deven feanenorengelssé (ee RAE T 
" aes a D POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
yards per punt, 26 of which settled inside the opponents’ 20- a ee ae 
yard line. The club needs a healed John Carney, the second- 59. Ricks, Mikhael 6-5 225 11/14/74 SF Austin 
426 Harden, Cedric 6-6 260 10/19/74 Florida A&M 


most accurate place-kicker in league history. He was 7-for-7 


S5eRA 
Ai 


oni ‘ 155 lwory, Clifford 183 08/01/75 Troy State 
before he injured his knee. iailesrees Se ee 
234 Sanford, Kio 5-11 180 01/08/75 Kentucky 
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1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 4, Lost 12 


DATE SCORE AIT 
08/31 L 7-41 atNew England 60,190 
09/07 W 20-6 atNew Orleans 65,760 
09/14 L 7-26 Carolina 63,149 
09/21 L 22-26 at Seattle 51,110 
09/28 W 21-17 Baltimore 54,094 
10/05 W 25-10 at Oakland 43,648 
10/16 L 3-31 at Kansas City 77,196. 
10/26 W 35-19 Indianapolis 63,177 
11/02 L 31-38 at Cincinnati 53,754 
11/09 L 31-37 Seattle 64,616 
VAG L 13-38 Oakland 65,714 
11/23 L 10-17 atSan Francisco 61,195 
11/30 L 28-38 Denver 54,245 
12/07 L 3-14 Atlanta 46,317 
12/14 L 7-29 Kansas City 54,594 
12/21 L 3-38 at Denver 69,632 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Brown 253 «945 «370 824 
Fletcher 51 161 32 «13 «0 
Bynum 30 97 32 #19 «+O 
Craver 20 71 36 22 0 
C. Jones 4 42 105 17 0 
Whelihan 13 29 2.2 7 0 
Humphries 13 244°618 «11 (0 
Pegram so 9 23 26 6 4 
Gardner 7 20 28 5 0 
Everett 5 6 12 6 0 
Philcox 1 3 3.0 3.0 
Metcalf 3 6-7 200) 
Team 409 1446 35 32 5 
Opponents 453 1698 37 7IT 12 


RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 


Martin 63 904 143 72r 6 
F. Jones 41 505 123 62 2 
Metcalf 40 576 144 62 2 
Fletcher 3929275 
C. Jones 320 423-«13.2 4at 1 
Still 24 324 135 390 
Brown 21 137 «657 
Hartley 19 246 129 35 #1 
Craver 4 2 65 20 0 
Gardner 2 10 5.0 8 0 
Pegram so 2 7 35 4 0 
Bynum 2 4 20 3°00 
Mitchell 1 4 140 #14 «0 
Pupunu so 1 TO sti 0 
Team 291 3475 «11.9 72r 12 
Opponents 297 3632 «122 701 31 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS TD INT 
_ Whelihan 237° «118 «= 1357 610 
Humphries 225 «121 «41488 «5 6 
Everett 75 36 457 «1 «4 
Philcox 28 16 173. 0. 
Team 565 291 3475 12 21 
Opponents 568 297 3632 31 15 


SACKS 


Seau 7.0, Harrison 4.0, Parrella 3.5, Fuller 3.0, 
Lee 3.0, Johnson 2.5, Coleman 2.0, Dumas 1.0, 


Hand 1.0 


Team 27.0, Opponents 51.0 
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The Cardinals will follow the trail set 
by the Giants and jump from last to first. 


by Don Pierson Chicago Tribune 


first in the NFC East, so can the Arizona Car- 

dinals. Of course, the other teams in the divi- 
sion, the Washington Redskins, the Dallas Cow- 
boys, and the Philadelphia Eagles, are closer to the 
top than the Cardinals. Or are they? 

Like the NFC Central, this is a balanced divi- 
sion, but at a lower level of competition. Once the 
Cowboys abdicated, no other team was ready to 
assume the throne. So the Giants happily took 
what was left them. Rookie coach Jim Fassel 
deserved coach of the year for taking a weak 
offense (27th) and a below-average defense (18th) 
to the top of the division, He did it with the No. 
1-ranked team in the NFL in 
turnover differential (+25), 
which again revealed the most 
important statistic in football. 


E f the New York Giants can leap from worst to 


Arizona Cardinals 

After losing three overtime 
games in 1997, the Cardinals 
hope they have that out of their 
system. Coach Vince Tobin's team has many ques- 
tion marks and only two reasons they can win: 
young quarterback Jake Plummer and a pass rush 
that includes Eric Swann, Simeon Rice, and No. 1 
draft choice Andre Wadsworth. A lot of teams 
would trade whatever they have at quarterback 
and defensive line for that combination. 

Newcomer Adrian Murrell (New York Jets) 
must cure the 30th-ranked running game for the 
Cardinals to have a chance for such a jump. But 
this is a division susceptible to dramatic leaps, as 
the Giants proved a year ago. 


Washington Redskins* 

Adding defensive linemen Dana Stubblefield 
from the San Francisco 49ers and Big Daddy Dan 
Wilkinson from the Cincinnati Bengals to improve 
the 28th-ranked run defense is an impressive start. 
But somebody has to improve the No. 21 rushing 
offense if Terry Allen’s injuries linger, and quar- 
terback Gus Frerotte must continue to justify coach 
Norv Turner's faith. 

Michael Westbrook? Are you there? Your 
future is calling. The bill is overdue. Not every- 
body sticks around as long as Darrell Green, you 
know. If UCLA running back Skip Hicks gets seri- 
ously angry about slipping to the ignominy of the 
third round, he could become the next Curtis Mar- 
tin, Dorsey Levens, or Terrell Davis. 


TOP PLAYERS 


Offense: 
Rob Moore, Arizona Cardinals 
Defense: 
Michael Strahan, New York Giants 


Newcomer: 
Andre Wadsworth, Arizona Cardinals 


New York Giants 

As impressive as they were in last season’s title 
run, was it real or did the clock strike midnight in 
the Giants’ shocking last-minute playoff loss at 
home to the Minnesota Vikings? Fassel and quar- 
terback Danny Kanell put on a very compelling 
magic show, somehow coaxing the league’s No. 28} 
passing offense to a division title. And there still is 
no big-play receiver. A solid defense and a spec- 
tacular turnover ratio remain the Giants’ best for- 
mula to repeat. 

The schedule could be worse. The Giants get 
every division rival at home first with a chance to 
get a jump in the tie-breakers. But they will find a 
first-place schedule quite differ- 
ent from a last-place one. The 
Giants face the Green Bay Pack- 
ers, the Denver Broncos, and the 
Kansas City Chiefs, although all 
three are in the Meadowlands. 


Dalias Cowboys 

Erstwhile Dallas coach Bar- 
ry Switzer is either going to be embarrassed or vin- 
dicated. At least he won’t be blamed. The dying 
Cowboy dynasty is now in the hands of new coach 
Chan Gailey, the former offensive coordinator of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. Gailey’s mandate is to fix an 
offense that last season ranked No. 20 in the NFL. 
That despite the continuing presence of Troy Aik- 
man, Emmitt Smith, and Michael Irvin. 

In order to prevent erosion of the league’s No. 
2 defense, the Cowboys used three of their first four 
draft picks this spring on that side of the ball. Ina 
tight division, they know they still field potential- 
ly the best defense by far, which might be enough 
to regain the top regardless of Gailey’s influence 
on the offense. 


Philadelphia Eagles 

Starting over with young quarterback Bobby 
Hoying and without old running back Ricky Wat- 
ters, who jumped to the Seattle Seahawks via free 
agency, is a good way to win friends if not games. 
Coach Ray Rhodes intends to win both, because 
rebuilding is not what he has in mind. 

The acquisition of pass rusher Hugh Douglas 
from the Jets and yet another top draft choice on 
the offensive line should help bolster perennial 
trouble spots. But whether little Charlie Garner can 
carry the rushing load and whether anybody can 
help Irving Fryar catch passes are the big questions. 
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arely does a 4-12 team generate so much 
fe hope. Rarely do the Cardinals merit so 

much confidence. Yet there is much about 
coach Vince Tobin’s club that promises possibili- 
ties. In a weak division, anything can and does hap- 
pen. Ask the New York Giants, who bounced from 
6-10 in 1996 to 10-5—1 a year ago. 


Jake Takes the Cake 
¢ The most promising player is Jake Plummer, 
§ whostarted nine games at quarterback in his record- 
setting rookie season. His 388 yards 
passing against the Giants broke Troy 
Aikman’s single-game rookie high. 
His four touchdown passes against 
the Redskins tied a mark shared by 
three other rookies. His 2,203 yards 
passing broke the club rookie record. 
F Most encouraging was Plum- 
mer’s combination of 52 sacks and § 
zero injuries. The thin Plummer was 
supposed to be vulnerable to such 
beatings. Not yet. To protect them- 
selves, the Cardinals signed ex-Giant 
Dave Brown after backup Kent Gra- 
ham went back to the Giants. 
More than statistics, Plummer’s 
presence caused excitement. The first time 
| he entered a game as a pro, he drove the 
= Cardinals 98 yards for atouchdownin 4 
Philadelphia. Fans who grew accus- § 
# tomed to such magic at Arizona State 
3 always have believed. More impor- 
tantly, his teammates now believe. 


the ni 
mn state 


: j Aeneas Williams 


The Cardinals lost six 
§ (top) and Eric games by a combined 20 
Swann (above) points, including three 
: he ie overtime games. This 
for Arizona. means the team was 


close despite an unset- 

tled quarterback situa- 

tion, a nonexistent run- 
ning attack (last in the 

league), and a defense 
that gave up more points 
than any NFC team except 
Chicago and finished 27th 
in the league in total 
yards allowed. 


The Cardinals are convinced 
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All the Right Moves q 

Tobin and personnel boss Bob Ferguson # 
addressed every problem during a whirlwind off- 
season. Trading down one spot and still landing § 
Florida State defensive end Andre Wadsworth was 
the best move anybody made all year. It not only 
gave the Cards the No. 1 prospect in the country, it 
netted them an extra No. 1 choice from the quar- 
terback-desperate San Diego Chargers next year, 
an extra No. 2, plus two players. 

At running back, the Cards signed Mario Bates 
from New Orleans, traded for Adrian 
Murrell of the Jets, and drafted Fres- 
no State’s Michael Pittman in the 
fourth round. That leaves Leeland § 
= McElroy and Ron Moore out. Mur- 
rell is a two-time 1,000-yard rusher 
who should complement Larry Cen- 
ters, the NFC’s best pass-catching full- 
back. Centers saw his receptions cut § 
in half in ’97, but he will catch on 
under new coordinator Marc Trest- 
F man. Bates is a local kid who needed 
a change of scenery. 

Plummer has two good receivers 
in Rob Moore and Frank Sanders. 
Moore led the league in receiving 
yards on a career-high 97 catches. Tight ends 
Chris Gedney and Johnny McWilliams are § 

potentially good targets, but the acquisi- § 
tion of Eric Metcalf from San Diego pro- § 
vides exciting opportunities. He replaces 

|| Kevin Williams (Buffalo) as a third receiv- 
er and return man. He had § 
three punt returns for § 
touchdowns last year. 


imbers 
& league rank 


, Area of 
\ Concern 
The offensive 
line is a major con- 
cern after it allowed 
a league-high 78 
sacks. Drafting huge 
Anthony Clement 
(6-8, 348) will do 
wonders for the 
unit's average size, 
and the Cards hope 
Clement can step in at § 
right tackle for James # 
Dexter. Left tackle Lomas 


pect eee HEH 
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games. 's 68 fil 


Rob Moore earned his second trip to the Pro Bowl with 97 catches for © 
a league-leading 1,584 yards, both Cardinal single-season records. 


Brown is 35. The plan is for Lester Holmes from the Raiders 
to play right guard. Left guard and center are less settled, 
with Cris Dishman and Aaron Graham the front-runners. 


Desert Storm 


Another reason for excitement is a defensive line of 
Wadsworth, tackles Eric Swann and Mark Smith, and right 
end Simeon Rice. Wadsworth is supposed to be the next Bruce 
| Smith. Rice should rebound from a disappointing sophomore 
season. Swann re-signed in the off-season and still gets the dou- 
 ble-teams. Smith was an all-rookie player last year. Brad Ottis 
is a good reserve. If this isn’t the best defensive line in foot- 
ball within a couple of years, somebody has miscalculated. 

Linebacker is a thin area, especially with the loss of Eric 
Hill to St. Louis. He will be replaced in the middle by Ron 
McKinnon, but that leaves a void on the right side, where | 
Terry Irving and Patrick Sapp will compete. Sapp came from 
San Diego in the big trade. Jamir Miller came through with 
his best season on the left side. Mark Maddox was signed as 


a reserve from Buffalo. 


Safety First 


Another piece of the San Diego puzzle was second-round 
pick Corey Chavous, selected with the extra No. 2 from the 
Chargers. He will start immediately at strong safety. The cor- 
ners are in the established hands of Aeneas Williams and young 
Tom Knight. Ty Howard is the third corner. The Cardinals need 
to replace free safety Brent Alexander, who went to Carolina. 


Van Malone was signed from Detroit. 


The Cardinals lost punter Jeff Feagles to the Seahawks and 4 
will stick with place-kicker Joe Nedney for now. 


the can stars 
Nine of Arizona’s games were decided in the final minute or 
in overtime, with the Cardinals winning just three of the 
-down receptions led the NFL. 
Moore and became the first pair of Cardinal 
receivers to break 1,000 yards in the same season. 
has 26 INTs since 1994, the most in the NFL. 
pene tise neitumersert eae MLEES 


Vince Tobin, Head Coach 


Marc Trestman, Offensive Coordinator; Dave MeGinnis, Defensive Coordinator, 
George Chryst, Quarterbacks; Joe Greene, Defensive Line; Hank Kuhlmann, Tight Ends; 
‘Alan Everest, Special Teams; Larry Marmie, Defensive Backs; George Warhop, Offensive Line; 
Glenn Pires, Linebackers; Vie Rapp, Wide Receivers; Johnny Roland, Running Backs; 

Bob Rogucki, Strength and Conditioning 


7 Brown, Dave 
15 Case, Stoney® 
16 Plummer, Jake 


SIV 
75 Brown, Lomas 
72 Daniels, Jerome 
62 Deviin, Mike 
64 Dexter, James 
67 Dishman, Chris 
54 Graham, Aaron 
71 Guynes, Thomas 
71 Holmes, Lester 
73 Joyce, Matt 
60 Redmon, Anthony 

__# RUNNING BAG 
24 Bates, Mario" 

37 Centers, Larry 


#30 Mceiroy, Leeland 


20 Moore, Ronald 
29 Murrell, Adrian 
45 Smith, Cedric 


89 Brock, Fred 

83 Edwards, Anthony* 
84 Gedney, Chris* 

86 Junkin, Trey 

87 McWilliams, Johnny 
21 Metcalf, Eric 

85 Moore, Rob 

81 Sanders,Frank® 


"76 Drake, Jerry 

96 Ottis, Brad* 

97 Rice, Simeon 

93 Smith, Mark 

98 Swann, Erio* 

91 Swinger, Rashod 

94 Wilson, Berard 
tt 
F 23 Beane, Tommy 

38 Harris, Kenny 

29 Howard, Ty 

22 Knight, Tom 

42 Lassiter, Kwame 

39 Malone, Van* 

44 McCleskey, J. 

24 McGee, Dell 

35 Williams, Aeneas 
4 LINEBACKERS 

51 Cobbins, Lyron 

56 Irving, Terry* 

55 Maddox, Mark* 

50 McCombs, Tony 

57 MeKinnon, Ronald 


© 95 Miler, Jamir 


56 Sapp, Patrick 


6 Nedney, Joe 
10 Player, Scott 
18 Williams, Marcus 


OB 
OB 
OB 


rar 
Pp 


Pp 


6-5 230 02/25/70 6 Duke 
6-2 206 07/07/72 3 New Mexico 
195 1219/74 1 Arizona State 


oar 13° Florida 
09/13/74 1 Northeastern 
1116/69 5 lowa 
03/03/73 2 South Carolina 
02/27/74 1 Nebraska 
05/22/73 2 Nebraska 
09/09/74 1 Michigan 
09/27/69 5 Jackson State 
03/30/72 3 ‘Richmond 
04/09/71 4 Auburn 

P_ COLLEGE 
01/16/73 4 Arizona State 
06/01/68 8 Stephen F Austin 
06/25/74 2 Texas A&M 
01/26/70 5 Pittsburgh State 
10/16/70 5 West Virginia 
05/27/68 


11/15/74 1 Southern Mississippi 

5-10190 05/26/66 9 New Mexico Highlands 
6-5 265 08/09/70 6 Syracuse 
6-2 240 01/23/61 15 Louisiana Tech 
6-4 261 12/14/72 2 Southern California 
5-10188 01/23/68 9 Texas 

205 09/27/68 8 Syracuse 

202 02/17/73 3 Auburn 


i COLLEGE 

07/09/69 2 Hastings College 
08/02/72 4 Wayne State (NE) 
0224/74 2 Minois 

08/28/74 1 Auburn 

08/16/70 7 Wake Technical College 
11/27/74 1 Rutgers 

08/17/70 6 Tennessee State 
BORN EXP. COLLI 

o2ng/73 2 UCLA 

04/27/75 1 North Carolina State 

11/30/73 1 Ohio State 

12/29/74 1 lowa 

12/03/69 3 Kansas 

O7/01/70 4 Texas 

04/10/70 4 Tennessee 

09/07/73 1 Auburn 

01/29/68 7 Southern 


‘COLLEGE 

Notre Dame 

McNeese State 

Northern Michigan 

Eastern Kentucky 

North Alabama 
111973 4 UCLA 
05/11/73 2 Clemson 
Pe BORN a 
03/22/73 2 San Jose State 
12/17/69 1 Florida State 
11/23/74 0 Arizona State 


* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 


tes on 


BORN COLLEGE 
Florida State 
Vanderbilt 
au Louisiana 


5-11 202 a rizona State 
63 276 75 Missouri 
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ost 12 


at Cincinnati 53,644 

Dallas 71,578 

atWashington 78,270 

atTampaBay 53,804 

Minnesota 45,550 

NY Giants 38,959 

at Philadelphia 66,860 

Tennessee 44,030 

Philadelphia 39,549 > B 3 

at Dallas 64,302 Cobbins 

at NY Giants 68,316 mus) 

at Baltimore 53,976 Maddox 

Pittsburgh 66,341 

Washington 41,537 Swann ‘Smith 
atNew Orleans 45,517 Swinger Wilson 
Atlanta 32,003 @ 


RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 

McElroy 135 424 

Ron. Moore tor 81 278 

Ron. Moorea = 57-1753. 

Centers 101 276 2: CARDINALS ON DEFENSE 
Plummer 39 «216 

Johnson 23°81 

Bouie 11 26 2 

komen CARDINALS ON OFFENSE 
ve ah Brown Graham Dexter 


Sanders § 
C. Smith 5 Guynes Devlin Clement 


nen 3 3 ® GOBdOd6S6 
Moore Dishman Holmes Gedney 


K. Williams 2 ® 
Team 395 1255 3. Metcalf Joyce Redmon McWilliams 


Opponents 524 2180 4, (oe) Sanders 


RECEIVING NO_ YDS Edwards 
Rob Moore 97 1584 
Sanders 75 1017 
Centers 54 409 
Gedney 230 (261 
K. Williams 20 273 
Edwards 20 © 203 
McWilliams 75 
Carter 44 
McElroy 2) 
Ron. Moore Tor 34 
Johnson 4 
©. Smith 20 
Brock 29 
Plummer 2 


Team 317 3953 
Opponents 279 (3461 


PASSING ATT COMP. 

Plummer 296 «157 

K. Graham 250 «130 

Case 55 29 

Sanders 1 1 Devlin Junkin 


Team 602 317 


Opponents 491 279 Player 
Graham 


Swann 7.5, M, Smith 6.0, Miller 5.5, Rice 5.0, Ci) Boney 
Lassiter 3.0, Bankston 2.0, Caldwell 2.0, 


Howard 1.0, McCleskey 1.0, McKinnon 1.0 
Team 34.0, Opponents 78.0 
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WASHINGTON REDSHINS 


tuck on mediocrity, the Redskins are a 
team expecting a breakthrough. From the 
fringes of the playoffs the last two seasons, 
they see others accomplishing what they think they 


could and should. If the Buccaneers, the Panthers, 
and the Giants can, why can’t the Redskins? 


Sitting Pretty 

The raw material is there. Gus Frerotte is a bet- 
ter quarterback than he showed last season. Dana 
Stubblefield and Dan Wilkinson have to be more 
than twice as effective as no-show 
Sean Gilbert. Terry Allen can still run. 


Regardless of their showing in 1998, the 
Redskins are positioned for a breakthrough. 


win game did nothing to convince Turner that he can 
confidently turn to a 37-year-old backup as competi- 
tion for Frerotte. 

It would help the quarterbacks immensely if 
Westbrook, starting his fourth season, gets off the 
dime. He has caught 34 passes in each of his three dis- 
appointing seasons. Last year he missed three games 
with a knee injury and parts of two others after his 
training camp attack on teammate Stephen Davis. 


Capitol Offense 
Deep threat Leslie Shepherd 
caught only 29 passes as Frerotte used 


Darrell Green is still ageless. Michael mstats &leaguerank _ tight end Jamie Asher (49), third-down 
Westbrook still has potential. ai Offense 3124 16 back Brian Mitchell (36), and fullback 
Owner John Kent Cooke thinks — Rushing 1009 21 Larry Bowie (34) as his favorite 
Norv Turner can still coach. Signed Passing 2114 11 receivers. Drafting Stephen Alexan- 
through the year 2001, Turnerhas gone Seating 20415 der with their first pick in the second 
four years without making the playoffs, as ee Bie a6 round gives the Redskins and Frerotte 
the longest drought of any current head Total 31 44 ae mobile, athletic tight end. 
coach. Yet Cooke says, “I couldn’t ask hom Rush 1383 28 Allen is as tough a back as there is, 
for a better coaching staff.” AgainstPass 1764 3  butat the age of 30, he has endured a 
Equipped with two No. 1 draft PtsAllowed 18.1 BT rough career. He missed six games last 
A healthy Terry choices for 1999 and 2000 from Car- Interceptions 41613T year with a broken thumb, sprained 
Allen (above) olina in the Gilbert deal, the Redskins — Sacks 37 217 knee, and sprained ankle. The Redskins 
is the keyto | ——_are positioned for more thana break- Tummover Diff. +1 14T —_ were 2-4 without him. Getting UCLA‘s 
se tinge, __ through. Regardless of its showing in Skip Hicks in the third round was a 


1998, this team is sitting pretty. 


Nisiatets Tall 

To make an immediate difference, 
Frerotte must stand up. After a promis- 
ing 1996, Frerotte slumped to a 50 per- 
cent passer in ‘97, when his most mem- 
orable moment was head-butting a 
wall and suffering a neck sprain that 
knocked him out of the game. To his 
credit, Frerotte returned the follow- 
ing week and limped through the 
fourth quarter on a broken hip. His tough- 
ness is not in question; it’s his effec- 
tiveness. “He didn’t play at the 

same level,” Turner said. 
Veteran Jeff Hostetler won 
two of his three starts at the 
end of the season, but a 
four-interception loss to 
the Giants in a must- 
Washington needs 
QB Gus Frerotte (left) 
to return to his 
Pro Bowl form of 1996. 


steal if some of Allen’s toughness rubs off. 


Line Changes 

The offensive line is mending and changing. 
After failing to land a left tackle in free agency, the 
Redskins re-signed Joe Patton, who probably would 
bea better guard. Left guard Tre Johnson is coming 
off two shoulder surgeries. Center Jeff Uhlenhake 
continues to recover from knee problems, so Cory 
Raymer is the starter. The right guard is second-year 
man Brad Badger, who replaces free agent Bob Dahl. 
Shar Pourdanesh, who started the first half of last 
season at left tackle, is now the incumbent right tack- 
le, replacing Ed Simmons. Depth is a concern. 

For $57.4 million, the Redskins upgraded a 
defensive line that has not been able to stop the run 
with any consistency. That's the primary job of 
Wilkinson and Stubblefield, although both have pass- 
rush ability. Stubblefield was the defensive player of 
the year in San Francisco after recording 15.0 sacks. 
Wilkinson, from Cincinnati, was the overall No. 1 
draft choice in 1994. 

Their presence should rejuvenate end Rich 
Owens, who saw his sack total drop from 11 to 3.5 
without Gilbert. Owens could be pushed by Kelvin 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: DANIEL GLUSKOTER; CHUCK RYDLEWSKI 


the key stats 
Washington’s red-zone TD percentage (57.6) is third in the 
NFL over the last two seasons. Washington was fourth in 
the league in third-down conversions (42.3%). Darrell 
Green's 44 career INTs are second among active players 
(Eugene Robinson, 49). Brian Mitchel! ranked second 
behind Barry Sanders with 2,081 total combined yards. 


Kinney or Jamal Duff. The other end, second-year man Kenard 
Lang, had ear surgery during the off-season to correct a problem 
that interrupted a promising rookie year. 

Excellent linebacker Ken Harvey led the Redskins in sacks 
again and made his fourth straight Pro Bowl trip. But when he 
missed playing time with a shoulder injury, rookie Greg Jones 
played so well that defensive coordinator Mike Nolan is think- 
ing of resting Harvey more so he can be even more effective as a 
pass rusher and extend his career. 

Marvcus Patton’s move to middle linebacker turned him 
into a force. He was second on the team in tackles, recorded 
four sacks, and should get better behind Wilkinson and Stub- 
blefield. Derek Smith started all 16 games as a rookie at right 
linebacker, Fourth-round pick Shawn Barber of Richmond 
looks like a nickel linebacker, 


Secondary to None 

Corners Green and Cris Dishman are as wise as they are old. 
They allow the Redskins to play all kinds of combination cover- 
ages and also should benefit greatly from the push of Wilkinson 
and Stubblefield. Free safety Stanley Richard had a career-high 
and team-leading 181 tackles and added four interceptions. He 
and strong safety Jesse Campbell started every game, giving the 
Redskins one of the league’s best and most reliable secondaries. 

Matt Turk is the league’s best punter. Place-kicker Scott Blan- 
ton is coming off an injury that sidelined him in the last game. 
Brian Mitchell is one of the league’s all-time top kick returners. 


Washington instantly improved its defensive line with the signing of 
Dan Wilkinson (below, left) and Dana Stubblefield (below, right). 
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WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


Norv Turner, Head Coach 
‘Mike Nolan, Defensive Coordinator; Jason Arapoff, Conditioning Director; Jeff Fitzgerald, 
Defensive Assistant; Russ Grimm, Offensive Line; Bobby Jackson, Running Backs; 
Earl Leggott, Defensive Line; Dale Lindsey, Linebackers; Tom Hayes, Defensive Backs; 
Mike Martz, Quarterbacks; LeCharls McDaniel, Defensive Assistant; Michael Pope, Tight 
Ends; Dan Riley, Strength Coach; Terry Robiskie, Wide Receivers; Pete Rodriguez, Special 
‘Teams; Lamar Tyer, Head Trainer 


# QUARTERBACK HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

12 Frerotte, Gus 0B 6-2 228 07/31/71 4 Tulsa 

10 Green, Trent QB 6-3 213 07/09/70 5 Indiana 

15 Hostetler, Jeff QB 6-3 215 04/22/61 13 West Virginia 

# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

74 Badger, Brad G 6-4 298 01/11/75 1 Stanford 

61 Batiste, Michael G63 305 12/24/70 1 Tulane 

75 Drake, Troy T 6-6 305 05/15/72 3. Indiana 

77 Johnson, Tre* G 6-2 337 08/30/71 4 Temple 

79 Miler, Jeff T 6-3 305 11/23/72 1 Mississippi 

69 Milstead,Rod* «G62 290 11/10/69 4 Delaware State 
68 Patton, Joe" G 6-5 309 01/05/72 4 Alabama A&M 

67 Pourdanesh, Shar T 6-6 318 07/19/70 2 Nevada 

64 Powell, Ozell T 6-5 316 11/17/73 0 Alabama 

52 Raymer, Cory © 6-2 292 03/03/73 3 Wisconsin 

76 Simmons, Ed T 6-5 333 12/31/63 11 Eastern Washington 
66 Turk, Dan C 6-4 290 06/25/62 13 Wisconsin 

55 Unlenhake, Jeff  C 6-3 284 01/28/66 9 Ohio State 

# RUNNING BACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

21 Allen, Terry RB 5-10 208 02/21/68 7 Clemson 

47 Bowie, Larry FB 6-0 242 09/21/73 2 Georgia 

48 Davis, Stephen RB 6-0 230 03/01/74 2 Auburn 

35 Maston,Le'Shal FB 6-0 237 (10/07/70 4 Baylor 

30 Mitchell, Brian* RB 5-10 220 08/18/68 8 Southwestern Louisiana 
#t RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

84 Asher, Jamie?” TE 6-3 241 10/31/72 3 Louisville 

83 Connell, Albert — WR 6-0 187 05/13/74 1 Texas A&M 

80 Frisch, David’ TE 6-7 260 06/22/70 5 Colorado State 
88 Jenkins, James TE 6-2 249 08/17/67 7 Rutgers 

46 Sanders, Chris TE 6-2 221 04/22/73 1 Texas A&M 

86 Shepherd, Leslie WR 5-11 180 11/03/69 4 Temple 

89 Thomas, Chris WR 6-2 190 07/16/71 3 California St. Poly-S.L.0. 
87 Thrash, James WR 6-1 206 04/28/75 1 Missouri Southern 
82 Westbrook, Michael WR 6-3 220 07/07/72 3 Colorado 

# DEFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

93 Boutte, Marc DT 6-4 301 07/26/69 6 Louisiana State 
92 Duff, Jamal? DE 6-7 271 03/11/72 3 SanDiego State 
97 Kinney, Kelvin DE 6-6 252 12/31/72 1 Virginia State 

99 Kuehl, Ryan DT 6-4 276 01/18/72 2 Virginia 

90 Lang, Kenard DE 6-3. 255 01/31/75 1 Miami (FL) 

96 Owens, Rich? DE 6-6 279 05/22/72 3 Lehigh 

94 Stubblefield, Dana* OT 6-2 290 11/14/70 5 Kansas 

99 Wilkinson, Dan* DE 6-5 313 03/13/73 4 Ohio State 

# DEFENSIVE BACKS: HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

37 Campbell, Jesse = S61 211 04/11/69 6 North Carolina State 
26 Dishman, Cris CB 6-0 188 08/13/65 10 Purdue 

35 Evans,Leomont S$ 6-1 200 07/12/74 2 Clemson 

28 Green, Darrell «CB 5-8 184 02/15/60 15 Texas A&M-Kingsville 
31 Pounds, Darryl? == CB 5-10 181 07/21/72 3 Nicholls State 

24 Richard, Stanley S 6-2 197 10/21/67 7 Texas 

32 Thibodeaux, Keith CB 5-11 185 05/16/74 1 NW, Louisiana 
29 Turner, Scott? CB 5-10 180 02/26/72 3. Illinois 

22 Williams, Jamel = S G-1 205 12/22/73 1 Nebraska 

# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN’ EXP COLLEGE 

58 Alexander, Patrise LB 6-1 247 10/23/72 2 Southwestern Louisiana 
57 Harvey, Ken* LB 6-2 236 05/06/65 10 California 

54 Jones, Greg LB 6-4 245 05/22/74 1 Colorado 

53 Patton, Marvous LB 6-2 241 05/01/67 8 UCLA 

98 Russell, Twan LB 6-2 220 04/25/74 1 Miami 

50 Smith, Derek LB 6-2 232 01/18/75 1 Arizona State 

# KICKERS: WT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

16 Blanton, Scott?” = «K 6-2 221 07/01/73 2 Oklahoma 

1 Turk, Matt P 6-5 234 06/16/68 3  Wisconsin-Whitewater 


* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 
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RIND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 

2 48 Alexander, Stephen TE 6-4 225 11/07/75 Oklahoma 

3 69 Hicks, Skip RB 6-0 222 10/13/74 UCLA 

4 413 Barber, Shawn LB 6-2 220 01/14/75 Richmond 

5 140 Fischer, Mark OT 6-4 290 07/29/74 Purdue 

6 170 Palmer, Pat WR 6-2 181 07/13/75 Northwestern St. 
7 191 Terrell, David CB 6-2 172 07/08/75 UTEP 

7 206 Ponds, Antwaune LB 6-1 252 06/29/75 Syracuse 
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1998 DEPTH CHART 
1337 FINAL STATS 


Won 8, Lost 7, Tied 1 starters Indicated In red 
DATE SCORE ATT 
08/31 W 24-10 at Carolina 72,633 
09/07 L 13-14 at Pittsburgh 58,059 
09/14 W 19-130r Arizona 78,270 Richard 
09/28 W 24-12 Jacksonville 74,421 Williams Evans 
10/05 L 10-24 — atPhiladelphia 67,008 
10/13 W 21-16 Dallas 76,159 (ss) @ 
1019 L 14-28 at Tennessee 31,042 
10/26 L 17-20 Baltimore 75,067 Patton 
11/02 W 31-8 at Chicago 53,032 ‘Alexander 
11/09 W 30-7 Detroit 75,261 
11M6 L 14-17 atDallas 64,559 @ an 
11/23 T 7-70T NY Giants 75,703 Bessel 
11/30 L 20-23 St. Louis 74,772 Wilkinson Stubblefield 
12/07 W 38-28 atArizona 41,537 Kueht Boutte 
1213 L 10-30 atNYGiants = 77,571 (ir) @ (re) (ce) 
12/21 W 35-32 Philadelphia 75,939 

Green Lang Owens Dishman 

RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD Thibodeaux: Duff Kinney Pounds 


Allen 210 724 34 34 4 

Davis 141 567 40 18 3 

Mitchell 23 107 47 26 1 REDSHINS ON DEFENSE 

Bowie 28 100 36 18 2 

Frerotte 4 65 27 2G 2 

Hostetler 14 «28 20 «11 «0 

shah nate ee ar REDSHINS ON OFFENSE 

Logan 4 Shs ao = 

Connell 1, Wares m sero Patton uu Pourdanesh 

Mo Turk + neeeeieeanso Powell Uhlenhake Drake 

‘on ist @© @O08 O00 

Team 453 1615 36 34 12 

Opponents 508 2212 44 Sir 15 Shepherd Johnson Badger Asher 
Connell Batiste Milstead Jenkins 

RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD (08) Westbrook 

Asher 49° 474 «97 «(24 1 Thrash 

Mitchell 36 438 «122 «69 1 

Westbrook 34 559 16.4 401 3 

Bowie 34 388 11.4 39r 2 

Ellard 32 485 «15.2074 

Shepherd 29 562 194 48 5 

Allen 20 172 86 38 1 

Davis 18 134 «74 «19 «0 

Thomas 11) “i937 “85° m7? *0 

Connell 9 138 15.3 41tT 2 

Jenkins 4 43 108 20 3 

Logan Sc) GB ae20s 5 *57 20 

Harper was 2 65 325 52 0 

Thrash 2% 120 17 0 

Team 283-3581 12.7 69 22 

Opponents 267 3098 116 52 14 1 

PASSING ATT CMP YDS TD INT brash 

Frerotte 402 204 2682 17 12 

Hostetler 144«790=«899 510 

T.Green eo 0 0 0 

Team 547 283 3581 22 22 


Opponents 513° 267 «3098 «14 «16 


SACKS 

Harvey 9.5, M. Patton 4.5, Mims 4.0, 
Jones 3.5, Owens 2.5, Boutte 2.0, Duff 2.0, 
Pounds 2.0, Smith 2. ishman 1.5, 

Lang 1.5, Zorich Tot. 1.0, Zorich Was. 1.0 


Team 37.0, Opponents 33.0 
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Charles Way led 
the Giants with 
698 yards rushing 
and added 304 
yards receiving. 


The Giants, led 
by Jason Sehorn, 
Jessie Armstead, 
and Michael 
Strahan (below, 
1 tor) topped 
the NFL in 

take aways. 


nEW YORK GIANTS 


The Giants go into 1998 Still hungry to improve 
rather than satisfied with a job well done. 


xcept for the last 90 seconds, the Giants 

want to pick up the 1998 season exactly 

where they left off. Headed for a division- 

al playoff date against the defending Super Bowl 

champion Packers, the Giants blew a nine-point 
wild-card playoff lead at home over the Vikings. 

In some minds, it was evidence that the sur- 

prising NFC East title run was a mirage, a fluky 

worst-to-first surge without the substance 

required to endure. Not in this division. The 

Giants figure to come back stronger and stick 

around longer. 

The disappointment 

and surprise should 

catapult the Giants 

into this season. Far 


from being con- 
tent with their 
10-5-1 record, 


they realize that 
they fell short of their own expecta- 
tions. They go into 1998 hungry to 
improve rather than satisfied with 

a job well done. 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 

Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 
The foundation is solid. 

Unspectacular on both offense and 
defense, coach-of-the-year Jim Fassel’s 
team was efficient. While ranking 27th 
on offense and 18th on defense, the 
Giants were No. 1 in the NFL in turnover 
differential. They led the league in takeaways and 
had the fewest giveaways. It was the first time a 
team led in both categories since the 1983 Redskins. 
Turning to quarterback Danny Kanell and 
turning loose Dave Brown turned into the most 
significant move of Fassel’s first season. Letting 
reliable running back Rodney Hampton go is step 
two of the maturing process. Finding help at wide 

receiver will be step three. 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Kanell was 8-3-1 as a starter, and his inexpe- 
rience is balanced by his promise. Fassel brought 
back Kent Graham, once the backup to Brown in 
New York, to back up Kanell. It is a good move for 
a quarterback Fassel revived in Arizona before the 
Cardinals turned to young Jake Plummer. Graham 
has the experience to step in and win if anything 
happens to Kanell. 


Adding Gary Brown from San Diego 
helps make up for the departure of 
Hampton, a great pro who finally 
outlived his contract value. With 
Brown, Tyrone Wheatley, Tiki Bar- 
ber, and ex-Cardinal LeShon John- 
son, the Giants hope to come up with 
a combination of production and reli- 
ability that Hampton provided for so 
long. The emergence of the versatile 
Charles Way gives the Giants unusu- 

2260 al possibilities in the backfield. Way 

16.6 runs, catches, and blocks better than 
27 any other conventional fullback. 
54 

+25 


282.1 
124.3 
157.8 
19.2 
97 
18.9 
316.7 
90.7 


Receiving could make or break 
the season. If last year’s top draftee, Ike Hilliard, 
comes back strong from a neck injury, he could be 
the answer. This year’s second- and third-round 
picks, Penn State’s Joe Jurevicius and Purdue's Bri- 
an Alford, provide size and speed, respectively, and 
will push for playing time behind Chris Calloway. 

Amani Toomer still has hopes at receiver. 
David Patten showed some talent after Hilliard 
got hurt. At tight end, Howard Cross is joined by 
veteran Alfred Pupunu. Both are better blockers 
than catchers. Rookie Todd Pollack has good 
hands. Kanell needs more targets if Fassel hopes 
to improve upon the league’s No. 28 passing attack. 

The offensive line is good but lacks depth. The 


the key stats 
New York became the first NFC East champion ever to go 
undefeated in division play (7-0-1). broke 
Lawrence Taylor's single-season team record of 133 tack- 
les with a career-high 134. became the first 


Giant quarterback since Phil Simms in 1993 to throw for 
3 touchdowns in one game (Dec. 7 at Philadelphia). 


Rookie Tiki Barber added a quick burst to the Giants’ offense, helping 
the running game jump from 21st in the league in '96 to 7th last year. 


addition of fifth-rounder Toby Myles gives left tackle Roman 
Oben and right tackle Scott Gragg some support. The guards 
are Greg Bishop and Ron Stone, backed by Rob Zatechka and 
Marc Lamb. The center is Lance Scott. 


Defense is the strength of a team that added No. 1 pick 
Shaun Williams to the roster without a specific opening. A 
free safety by trade, Williams has little chance of displacing 
the re-signed Tito Wooten and will open camp behind strong 
safeties Sam Garnes and Rodney Young, But Williams is good 
enough to make an impact in nickel packages. At the corners, 
the Giants have Phillippi Sparks and Jason Sehorn backed 
by Robert Massey and Conrad Hamilton. Sehorn had six 
interceptions and Sparks five, the best total for starting cor- 
nerbacks in the league. Wooten’s five thefts and Percy 
Ellsworth’s four helped make the Giants No. 1 in turnovers. 


Interceptions start with pressure up front. The Giants were 
third in the league in sacks, led by left end Michael Strahan’s 
14. He and big-play linebacker Jessie Armstead earned Pro 
Bowl berths. Strahan and tackles Robert Harris and Keith 
Hamilton are joined in the line by ends Chad Bratzke and 
Cedric Jones. Bernard Holsey and Christian Peter are expe- 
rienced backups. Middle linebacker Corey Widmer and out- 
side backers Corey Miller or Marcus Buckley join Armstead. 
Ryan Phillips and Scott Galyon could push for playing time. 

Poor play on special teams is a concern. Place-kicker Brad 
Daluiso was only .500 over 40 yards. Punter Brad Maynard 
averaged just 40.8 yards. The kickoff-return average was the 
worst in the league and the kickoff-return coverage was 28th. 


nEeW YORK GIANTS 


Jim Fassel, Head Coach 
John Fox, Defensive Coordinator; Jim Skipper, Offensive Coordinator/Running Backs; 
Dave Brazil, Defensive Quality Control; Rod Dowhower, Quarterbacks; John Dunn, Strength and 
Conditioning; Mike Gilthamer, Offensive Assistant; Mike Haluchak, Linebackers, Milt Jackson, 
Wide Receivers; Johnnie Lynn, Defensive Backs; Larry MacDulff, Special Teams; Denny Marcin, 
Defensive Line; John Matsko, Offensive Line; Dick Rehbein, Tight Ends/Assistant Offensive Line; 
Jimmy Robinson, Receivers; Craig Stoddard, Assistant Strength and Conditioning 
# QUARTERBACK BORN _ EXP. COLLEGE 

18 Cherry, Mike 12/15/73 Murray State 

11 Graham, Kent* 11/01/68 Ohio State 

13 Kanell, Danny 11721773 Florida State 


OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
78 Bishop, Greg Pacific 

69 Engler, Derek Wisconsin 

74 Gragg, Scott? Montana 

71 Lamb, Marc Montana 

72 Oben, Roman Louisville 

66 Reynolds, Jerry* ‘UNL 

53 Scott, Lance® Utah 

60 Stoltenberg, Bryan Colorado 

65 Stone, Ron Boston College 
73 Zatechka, Rob® Nebraska 


‘# RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE 

21 Barber, Tiki Virginia 

33 Brown, Gary* Penn State 

32 Johnson, LeShon* Northern tilinois 
‘37 Lane, Eric Tennessee 

30 Way, Charles Virginia 

28 Wheatley, Tyrone Michigan 


# RECEIVERS COLLEGE 

80 Calloway, Chris Michigan 

87 Cross, Howard Alabama 

82 Douglas, Omar Minnesota 

88 Hilliard, tke Florida 

83 Patten, David Western Carolina 
85 Pupunu, Alfred Weber State 

89 Toomer, Amani Michigan 

15 Washington, John Texas Christian 


DEFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
77 Bratzke, Chad Eastern Kentucky 
75 Hamilton, Keith Pittsburgh 
97 Harris, Robert Southern 
76 Hobgood-Chittick, N. North Carolina 
79 Holsey, Bernard Duke 
94 Jones, Cedric Oklahoma 
99 Peter, Christian Nebraska 
92 Strahan, Michael Texas Southern 


# DEFENSIVE BACKS COLLEGE 

39 Blackwell, Kory Massachusetts 

43 Ellsworth, Percy Virginia 

20 Garnes, Sam Cincinnati 

41 Hamilton, Conrad Eastern New Mexico 
44 Massey, Robert NC. Central 

34 Sanders, Brandon Arizona 

31 Sehorn, Jason Southern California 
22 Sparks, Phillippi ‘Arizona State 

29 Wooten, Tito" Northeast Louisiana 
47 Young, Rodney" Louisiana State 


# LINEBACKERS COLLEGE 
98 Armstead, Jessie Miami (FL) 
55 Buckley, Marcus* Texas A&M 
58 Colman, Doug Nebraska 
52 Galyon, Scott Tennessee 
57 Miller, Corey South Carolina 
51 Monty, Pete Wisconsin 
91 Phillips, Ryan Idaho 
90 Widmer, Corey ‘Montana State 
# KICKERS COLLEGE 
10 Brice, Will 6-4 227 10/24/74 Virginia 
3 Daluiso, Brad” 6-2 210 12/31/67 UCLA 
9 Maynard, Brad 6-1 176 02/09/74 1 Ball State 
* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 
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BORN COLLEGE 
Williams, Shaun : y76 UCLA 
Jurevicius, Joe ; 6 12/23/74 Penn 
Al 188 06/07/75 Purdui 
S 310 5 Jackson 
Pollack, Todd 6-4 241 Boston Col 
Fricke, Ben Houston 


05/02/71 
07/11/74 
02/28/72 
05/04/72 
10/09/72 
04/02/70 
02/15/72 
08/25/72 
o7/20/71 
12/01/71 


Bp oaneanoet 


04/07/75 
07/01/69 
o1is/71 
03/17/74 
12/27/72 
ovigr72 


03/29/68 
08/08/67 
06/03/72 
04/05/76 
08/19/74 
10/17/69 
09/08/74 
07/08/74 


HH uonecistsee 


09/15/71 
05/25/71 
06/13/69, 
11/30/74 
12/10/73 
04/30/74 
10/05/72 
weir 


EH oinnoaas 


08/03/72 
10/19/74 
o7na74 
11/05/74 
02/17/67 
06/10/73, 
045/71 
04/15/69, 
12/12/71 
01/25/73 


10/26/70 
02/03/71 
06/04/73 
03/23/74 
10/25/68 
07/13/74 
02/07/74 
12/25/68 


Serer) 
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1997 FINAL STA 


d 1 


Philadelphia 
at Jacksonville 
Baltimore 

at St. Louis 
New Orleans 
Dallas 

at Arizona 

at Detroit 
Cincinnati 

at Tennessee 
Arizona 

at Washington 
Tampa Bay 

at Philadelphia 
Washington 

at Dallas 


Sr aE ae ee ee 


TS 


70,296 
70,581 
69,768 
64,642 
68,891 
77,137 
38,959 
70,069 
72,584 
26,744 
68,316 
75,703 
68,678 
67,084 
7,571 
63,746 


RUSHING LONG TD 


Way 
Wheatley 
Barber 
Pegram Tor 
Pegram nyc 
Hampton 
Brown 
Lane 
Kanell 
Patten 
Calloway 
Cherry 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 
Calloway 
Way 
Barber 
Cross 
Pegram tor 
Pegram nyo 
Alexander 
Toomer 
Wheatley 
Patten 
Pierce 
Lewis 
Hilliard 


Team 
Opponents: 


PASSING 


Strahan 14.0, Harris 10.0, K. Hamilton 8.0, 


Armstead 3.5, Bratzke 3.5, Galyon 3.0, Holsey 3.0, 


Agnew 2.0, Sehorn 1.5, Widmer 1.5, 
Edwards Tot. 1.0, Edwards NYG 1.0, Miller 
Phillips 1.0, Sparks 1.0 


1.0, 


Team 54.0, Opponents 32.0 
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Games 
Williams 


Maynard 
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ow that Barry Switzer is gone, replaced by 

Chan Gailey, the official rebuilding of the 

Cowboys can begin. Under Switzer, the 
Cowboys were supposed to maintain their champi- 
onship edge no matter what the roster said. Under 
Gailey, all of Texas can admit what the rest of the 
NEL discovered two years ago. 


Michael Irvin has Less Than Great Expectations 


es im The Cowboys still have Troy Aikman, Michael 
games and Irvin, Emmitt Smith, Deion Sanders, and Darren 
recorded 1,000 Woodson, but the offensive and defen- 
yar recenana  _ sivelines have eroded in front of them 
Peete time Hired as an offensive guru respon- 


sible for developing Kordell Stewart 
and revitalizing Jerome Bettis in Pitts- 
burgh, Gailey indicated with his first 
two draft picks, defensive end Greg 
Ellis and offensive tackle Flozell 
Adams, where the groundwork 
in Dallas is to be laid. Both may 
have to start as rookies on lines 
that once served as the solid 
foundation of a super team. 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 
Line of Fire Turnover Diff. 

Left tackle Mark Tuinei is 

gone. Although all-pro right guard Larry 
Allen started at left tackle for the final three 
games last season and is expected to contin- 
ue his stellar career there, the shift leaves a 
void at guard that only Allen may be able to 
fill. Nate Newton, 36—and not getting any 
lighter—remains the left guard and Clay 
Shiver is the center. Veteran backups George 
Hegamin and John Flannery left, so the Cow- 
boys hope Miami addition Everett Melver can 
start at right guard with Erik Williams still at 
right tackle. If Mclver can’t start, Adams may 
have to play left tackle as a rookie. Steve Scifres 
and Tony Hutson are reserves, along with rook- 
ies Oliver Ross and Antonio Fleming. 

The absence of fullback Daryl Johnston 
with a neck injury also limited the Cowboys’ 
J attack the way the loss of tight end Jay Novacek 
| did the year before. With Johnston back, Emmitt 
Smith is cheering. Smith also could get more 

breathers this year with the arrival of Chris 

Warren from Seattle. Smith had about 100 

< fewer carries last season than normal and 
his average gain improved by nearly half a 

yard. Sherman Williams will be the third back and 


ry 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


The Cowboys still have their stars, but the 
offensive and defensive lines have eroded. 


second-year fullback Nicky Sualua is a load as a 
blocker at 260 pounds. David LaFleur flashed excel- 
lent promise at tight end as a rookie and Eric Bjorn- 
son is back healthy, which should help Aikman. 


Pass and Catch 

Aikman’s 19 touchdown passes last year was 
the second-highest total of his career, much to every- 
one’s surprise. Without favorite receiver Novacek 
and without much help from wideout Anthony 
Miller, Aikman still managed to hook up with Irvin 
for 75 receptions, nine for touchdowns. 

Who will play opposite Irvin 
remains to be seen. Gailey, who man- 
aged to create receivers every year in 
Pittsburgh, is confident he has enough 
talent among Billy Davis, Macey 
Brooks, Ernie Mills, and Stepfret 
Williams. Brooks, for example, is a 6-5 
prospect who spent his rookie season 
on injured reserve. 


298.6 
102.3 
196.3 
19.0 
10.9 
24.1 
282.3 
124.6 
157.6 
19.6 Crossing the Line 
if Ellis looks like the replacement for 
38 Shante Carver at right end, unless 
4 Kavika Pittman won't allow a rookie 
to beat him out. The left end, Tony Tol- 
bert, has been working on creaky knees for some 
time and hopes he has another year left. Broderick 


Troy Aikman and Emmitt Smith hope a new coaching 
Staff will revitalize their once-feared offense. 


LEFT TO RIGHT: DON SMITH/SPORTS PHOTO MASTERS, JED JACOBSOHN/ALLSPORT USA 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


Chan Gailey, Head Coach 
the key stats ‘Bate hah ad GoatVD De Gre aia, Dah Comte 


The Cowboys’ offense made 54 trips inside the red zone, Joe Avezzano, Special Teams; Charlie Biggurs, Assistant Strength and Conditioning; 


és ‘ George Edwards, Linebackers; Buddy Gols, Quarterbacks; Steve Hoffman, Kickers/Quality 
seventh-most in the NFL, but scored only 19 TDs in those Control; Hudson Houck, Offensive Line; Jim Jeffcoat, Assistant Defensive Line; 


possessions. led all NFL rookies in tack- Joe Juraszek, Strength and Conditioning; Les Miles, Tight Ends; Dwain Painter, Receivers; 
les (136). became just the fourth RB in NFL § “ianey Pendergast, Defensive Assstant/Quaty Cont, Tommie Robinson, Offensive Assistant 


: 2 i Clarence Shelmon, Running Backs; Mike Zimmer, Defensive Backs 
history to rush for 1,000 yards in seven straight seasons 
lg WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
(Barry Sanders, Thurman Thomas, and Eric Dickerson). 8 219 11/21/66 9 UCLA 


17 Garrett, Jason 195 03/28/66 5 Princeton 


i OFFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
73 Allen, Larry 11/27/71 4 Sonoma State 

70 Hellestrae, Dale* 07/11/62 13 Southern Methodist 
66 Hutson, Tony 03/13/74 2 NE Oklahoma St. 
66 Meiver, Everette* 6-6 315 08/05/70 4 Elizabeth City State 
61 Newton, Nate 12/20/61 12 Florida A&M 
77 Scifres, Steve 6-4 300 01/22/72 1 Wyoming 
50 Shiver, Clay 6-2 294 12/07/72 2 Florida State 
79 Williams, Erik 09/07/68 7 Central State 


# RUNNING BACKS EXP. COLLEGE 


48 Johnston, Daryl FB 02/10/66 9 Syracuse 
22 Smith, Emmitt RB 05/15/69 8 Florida 


Hade2200 


45 Sualua, Nicky -~FB 5-11 260 04/16/75 1 Ohio State 
42 Warren, Chris RB 01/24/68 8 Ferrum 
20 Williams, Sherman RB 08/13/73 3 Alabama 
# RECEIVERS XP. COLLEGE 
86 Bjornson, Eric? TE Y2N5/71 3 Washington 
82 Brooks, Macey WR 02/02/75 1 James Madison 
87 Davis, Billy” WR 6- 07/06/72 3 Pittsburgh 
88 Irvin, Michael WR 6-2 207 03/05/66 10 Miami (FL) 
89 LaFleur, David «TE 6-7 280 01/29/74 1 Louisiana State 
; 83 Miller, Anthony WR 5-11 190 04/15/65 10 Tennessee 
Pro Bowlers Deion Sanders (left) and = 85 wits, mie WR 5-11 192 10/28/68 7 Florida 
Darren Woodson (above) led the NFL's ® 80 wiiams,Stepfret_ WR 6-0 170 06/14/73 2 Louisiana 
te spars cereise) iene apical # DEFENSIVE LINE EXP. COLLEGE 
Dae BSG VALS POCne re: 96 Anderson, Antonio DT 6+ 06/04/73 1 Syracuse 
91 Benson, Darren DT 6+ 08/25/74 3 Trinity Valley C.C. 
eee Lass a ome 95 Hennings, Chad DT 6 10/20/85 6 Air Force 
Thomas is still around for situational pass rushing. 78 Lett, Leon DT 64 10/12/68 7 Emporia State 
Inside, a full season from Leon Lett could do wonders for the 99 McCormack, Hurvin* OT 04/06/72 4 Indiana 
entire defense. He didn’t play until December last season after a 97 Pittman, Kavika = DE. 6+ 10/09/74 2 McNeese State 
suspension for drug use. Chad Hennings is the other tackle, He 9! Tomas Broderick DE Raat Meas 
should feel more at home on the left side after replacing Lett at fe Dad ae sre 
right tackle last year. Tony Casillas retired, Fourth-round pick F=aUHiIRTEUINS Exe ULE Ce 
; ra ‘ 35 Davis, Wendell 06/27/73 2 Oklahoma 
Michael Myers has a chance to join the rotation. Antonio Ander- 93 paths, Kevin ociraed rice eto 
son, Darren Benson, and Hurvin McCormack also are back. 27 Mobley, Singor 10/12/72 1 Washington State 
If fifth-round linebacker Darren Hambrick of South Carolina 21 Sanders, Defon 08/09/67 9 Florida State 
plays half as well as last year’s third-rounder, Dexter Coakley, § 9 Smitevn Leh A A adel 
defensive coordinator Dave Campo will have reason to think he Teague; George S 6-0 206 02/18/71 5 Alabama 
can improve on his No. 2 NFL ranking. Undersized at 6-2, 214, 30 Wheaton, Kenny CB 5-10 190 03/08/75 1 Oregon 
Hambrick is nonetheless bigger than the 5-10, 215-pound Coak- 42 Williams, Charlie” S 6-0 189 02/02/72 3 Bowling Green 
ley, who had 136 tackles (including a team-high 10 for losses). The 28 Woodson, Darren |S _6-1_219 04/26/69 6 Arizona State 
Cowboys think Hambrick might have a chance to play strong side, FEES XR COLLEGE 
hich could allow Randall Godfrey to replace Fred Stricidand i 52 Coakley, Dexter 10/20/72 1 Appalachian 
which could allow Randall Godfrey to replace Fred Strickland in 9 55 oaroy, Randall ¢ owoars 2 Georola 
the middle. Nate Hemsley is a second-year backup. 58 Hemsley, Nate z 05/15/74 1 Syracuse 
57 Smith, Vinson* ? 07/03/65 10 East Carolina 
Dangerous Deion 55 Strickland, Fred - 08/15/66 10 Purdue 


Right cornerback Sanders (who has an NFL-record 14 TDs (Gaggia us SR 

ta a Pa 3 ere 3 unningham, Richie K 5-10 167 ‘outhwestern Louisiana 
on returns), strong safety Woodson, and left cornerback Kevin 4 Gym 'tuy YEO ECON AUR ewe 
Smith form three-fourths of an excellent secondary. However, “ahead Ps aghie pase) Rom ee 


the loss of free safety Brock Marion to Miami is a concern. George 


Teague was brought back to replace him and Omar Stoutmire 
and Charlie Williams provide depth. Kevin Mathis and Kenny 
Wheaton are the backup corners. 

Toby Gowin and Richie Cunningham are coming off very 
good rookie seasons. Gowin’s punting was nicely complemented 
by kickoffs that enabled the Cowboys to lead the league in lowest 
opponents’ return average. Cunningham finished second in the 
NFL in scoring. Sanders and Mathis are the return speciali 


or 330 05/10/75 Michigan State 

DT 6-3 270 01/20/76 Alabama 
Hambrick, Darren LB 214 08/30/75 South Carolina 
Ross, Oliver 0G 6-4 292 09/27/74 Iowa State 
Reese, Izell S 63 190 05/07/74 UAB 
Smith, Tarik RB 6-0 190 04/16/75 California 
Fleming, Antonio 0G 307 02/06/74 Georgia 
‘Monroe, Rodrick. TE 240 07/30/75 Cincinnati 


LEFT TO RIGHT: CHARLES BERNHARDT; DON SMITH/SPORTS PHOTO MASTERS 
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1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 6, Lost 10 


at Pittsburgh 
at Arizona 
Philadelphia 
Chicago 

at NY Giants 

at Washington 
Jacksonville 

at Philadelphia 
at San Francisco 
Arizona 
Washington 

at Green Bay 
Tennessee 
Carolina 

at Cincinnati 

NY Giants 


60,396 
71,578 
63,942 
64,082 
77,137 
76,159 
64,464 
67,106 
68,657 
64,302 
64,559 
60,111 
63,421 
63,251 
60,043 
63,746 


RUSHING YDS AVG LONG TD 


E. Smith 

Sh. Williams 
Aikman 
Walker 
Miller 
Johnston 
Wilson 
Sanders 


Team 
Opponents: 


RECEIVING 
Irvin 
Bjornson 
Miller 

E, Smith 

St. Williams 
‘Sh. Williams 
Johnston 
LaFleur 
Walker 

B. Davis 
Galbraith 


9 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 


Carver 6.0, Hennings 5.0, Tolbert 5.0, Thomas 3.5, 


Casillas 3.0, Coakley 2.5, Anderson 2.0, 


Stoutmire 2.0, C. Williams 2.0, Woodson 2.0, 
Bates 1.0, Godfrey 1.0, Pittman 1.0, V. Smith 1.0, 


McCormack 0.5, Strickland 0.5 


Team 38.0, Opponents 39.0 
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19338 DEPTH CHART 


Godfrey 


Hambrick 


Benson McCormack 


Mathis Tolbert 


COWBOYS ON OFFENSE 


Allen Shiver Willams 
Adams Hellestrae Scifres 


2 Setiedo 


Irvin 
Williams 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


fter two 10-6 steps forward, the Eagles 
a took a giant 6-9-1 step backward, leav- 
The addition of ing themselves disoriented for 1998. 


ete rey The Ricky Watters experiment is over. So is the 
iniachon ‘Ty Detmer and Rodney Peete tag-team quarter- 
Philadelphia’s back derby. And if anybody sees a defensive line 


pass rush. wandering around, send it to Philly. The Eagles fell 


from 10th to 25th in the NFL in stopping the run. 


Endangered Species 

Ray Rhodes thought his team was on track to 
catch Dallas in the NFC East. But 
when the Cowboys slowed down, 
the Eagles had all the killer instinct 
of a baby robin. The division was 
there for the taking and the Eagles 
didn’t want it. Their record under 
Rhodes in November and Decem- 

ber is 12-13-1. 

Changes are necessary, but 
when your most reliable player 
is 36-year-old receiver Irving 
Fryar, you wonder which 
direction the team is head- 
ed. The new quarterback, 
Bobby Hoying, played 

well at the end of last 

season, generating enthusiasm. But 

he needs more targets, and the 
Eagles’ line allowed an unacceptable 64 sacks. 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 

Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 
Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


os 


ja 


‘SQUIRE/ALLSPORT 


By the Numbers 
The inability of the Eagles to develop momen- 
tum is best revealed in their search for an offen- 


BOTTOM: JAI 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Statistically, the Eagles seem to match up. 
\ They just haven't learned what it takes to win. 


sive left tackle. No. 1 draft choice Tra Thomas 
becomes the team’s eighth starter at the vital posi- 
tion in the 1990s. He is the fifth offensive lineman 
drafted No. 1 by the Eagles in the decade. Can any- 
one say treadmill? 

Statistically, the Eagles seem to match up. They 
were fourth and fifth on offense the last two years, 
fifth and 13th on defense. They just haven’t learned 
what it takes to win. On the road, they failed to win 
at all last year for the first time since 1970. 


Signs of Life 

On the brighter side, the promis- 
ing young Hoying begins his first 
season as a starter after injecting life 
during the last six games of 1997. 
During that short time, his passer rat- 
ing was fifth in the NFC. The expe- 
rience gave teammates confidence he 
can make a difference. The veteran 
Peete is still around. Koy Detmer, 
Ty’s brother, also is on the roster. 

Watters spent three stormy sea- 
sons in Philadelphia that were pro- 
ductive personally and disappoint- 
ing for the team. The Eagles are 
counting on the undersized Charlie 
Garner to hold up full-time, which is less of a gam- 
ble with Duce Staley in reserve and a healthy 
Kevin Turner at fullback. The 5-9, 187-pound Gar- 
ner won't be asked to carry the ball 300 times, but 
whenever he does touch it, he’s a threat to score. 


349.4 
121.4 
227.9 
19.8 
75 
22.0 


308.3 
125.6 
182.7 

23.3 


14 
43 


6 


5 
10 
6 


19 


26 
15 


13 
25 


z 
24 


Upgrades 

The Eagles traded with the Jets for receiver Jeff 
Graham to start opposite Fryar because three knee 
operations to Chris T. Jones since last September 
give pause for his future. Freddie Solomon played 
some last year, but Rhodes will be trying to 
upgrade this position all summer. Tight end Jason 
Dunn, a disappointment in his first two seasons, 
is excited about the new offense of coordinator 
Dana Bible, who promises to use the tight end more 
than Jon Gruden did. 

If top pick Thomas pans out at left tackle, it 
will allow Jermane Mayberry to shift to left guard, 
where he will compete with ex-Miami starter Kei- 
th Sims. Last year’s left guard, Joe Panos, went to 
Buffalo. Steve Everitt is the center. Dallas backup 


The ageless Irving Fryar set a career high with 1,316 
yards receiving in 1997, his 14th season in the NFL. 


the key stats 
earned his second straight trip to the Pro Bow! 
and has five 1,000-yard receiving seasons in the last sev- 
en years. With 86 receptions last year, he became the only 
player in the NFL to record 50 or more in each of the last 
eight seasons. led the Eagles with a 4.7- 
yards-per-carry average. 


George Hegamin was added to compete with the rehabili- 
tating Ian Beckles at right guard. Richard Cooper returns 
from an injury at right tackle. The backup tackles are Barrett 
Brooks and Jerry Crafts. 


The Eagles handed off their offense 
to new starter Charlie Garner (left) 
and young Bobby Hoying (above), the 
NFC’s fifth-rated passer last season. 


Stopping the Run 

The defensive line was a major concern after the drop-off 
in its ability to stop the run. Adding big Bill Johnson from St. 
Louis will bulk up the inside positions. He will compete with 
Hollis Thomas and Rhett Hall, assuming the luckless Hall 
can recover from major knee surgery. Hall had a career-high 
eight sacks in his best season since missing 1995 with blood 
clots in his lungs. Ed Jasper also could figure inside with 
fourth-round pick Brandon Whiting. 

Outside, the Eagles added proven speed rusher Hugh 
Douglas in a trade with the Jets to play the left side opposite 
Mike Mamula. Both must play the run better. Second-year 
man Jon Harris remains a project, but at 6-7 and 280, he could 
be worth the wait. 

At linebacker, third-round draft pick Jeremiah Trotter could 
push James Willis at middle linebacker or see time behind James 
Darling outside, opposite Pro Bowler and big-play man William 
Thomas. Adding Mike Caldwell from Arizona helps make up 
for the free-agent loss of veterans Darrin Smith and Jeff Herrod. 

The return of injured Bobby Taylor (knee) at cornerback 
to start opposite Troy Vincent should bolster the secondary. 
Strong safety Michael Zordich and free safety Brian Dawkins 
remain, with Matt Stevens and Tim McTyer pushing for work 

Chris Boniol is a reliable place-kicker. Tom Hutton is the 
punter. Third-round pick Allen Rossum returned three punts 
and three kickoffs for touchdowns in his career at Notre Dame. 
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Ray Rhodes, Head Coach 
Dana Bible, Offensive Coordinator; Emmitt Thomas, Defensive Coordinator; Jim Bollman, 
Tight Ends; Gerald Carr, Wide Receivers; Juan Castillo, Offensive Line; John Harbaugh, 
Special Teams; Chuck Knox Jt, Defensive Assistant; Sean Payton, Quarterbacks; 
Danny Smith, Defensive Backs; Mike Trgovac, Defensive Line; Joe Vitt, Linebackers; 
Ted Williams, Running Backs; Joe Wessel, Special Teams; Mike Wolf, Strength and 
Conditioning; Ken Zampese, Offensive Assistant 
# QUARTERBACK BORN _ EXP. COLLEGE 
10 Detmer, Koy 07/05/73 Colorado 
7 Hoying, Bobby o9/2o/72 Ohio State 
9 Peete, Rodney 03/16/66 Southern California 


# OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
62 Beckles, lan Indiana 

76 Brooks, Barrett? Kansas State 

77 Cooper, Richard Tennessee 

73 Crafts, Jerry" Louisville 

61 Everitt, Steve Michigan 

69 Hegamin, George” North Carolina State 
64 Love, Sean Penn State 

71 Mayberry, Jermane Texas A&M-Kingsvile 
65 Miller, Bubba Tennessee 

69 Sims, Keith" Jowa State 

68 Unutoa, Morris Brigham Young 


# RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE 
29 Cothran, Jeff Ohio State 

30 Garner, Charlie” Tennessee 

22 Staley, Duce South Carolina 
34 Turner, Kevin Alabama 


# RECEIVERS COLLEGE 
86 Copeland, Russell Memphis 

87 Dunn, Jason Eastern Kentucky 
80 Fryar, Irving Nebraska 

81 Graham, Jeff Ohio State 

88 Johnson, Jimmie Howard 

82 Jones, Chris 7 Miami (FL) 

89 Lewis, Chad Brigham Young 

84 Solomon, Freddie South Carolina State 
82 Wilson, Sheddrick Louisiana State 

85 Wyatt, Antwuan Bethune-Cookman 


# DEFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
99 Douglas, Hugh Central State 
97 Hall, Rhett California 

90 Harris, Jon Virginia 

74 Jasper, Edward Texas A&M 

79 Jefferson, Greg? Central Florida 
79 Johnson, Bill* Michigan State 
53 Kalu, Ndukwe Rice 

59 Mamula, Mike Boston College 
78 Thomas, Hollis Northern Wlinois 
96 Wallace, Al Maryland 

# DEFENSIVE BACKS COLLEGE 

27 Brice, Alundis Mississippi 

20 Dawkins, Brian Clemson 

47 Emanuel, Charles West Virginia 
43 Kinder, Randy Notre Dame 

24 McTyer, Tim Brigham Young 
45 Stevens, Matt Appalachian State 
21 Taylor, Bobby Notre Dame 

23 Vincent, Troy Wisconsin 

36 Zordich, Michael Penn State 


# LINEBACKERS COLLEGE 

52 Caldwell, Mike™ 08/31/71 Middle Tennessee State 
57 Darling, James 12/29/74 Washington State 

55 Farmer, Ray 07/01/72 Duke 

52 Fogle, DeShawn, 04/01/75 Kansas State 

51 Thomas, William 08/13/68 Texas A&M 

50 Willis, James og/oz72 Auburn 

COLLEGE 

Louisiana Tech 
Tennessee 


07/20/67 
05/05/72 
11/01/64 
01/06/68 
08/21/70 
0214/73 
09/06/68 
08/29/73 
01/24/73, 
06/17/67 
03/10/71 


06/28/71 
02/13/72 
02/27/75 
06/12/69 


11/04/71 
11/15/73 
09/28/62 
02/14/69 
10/06/66 
08/07/71 
10/05/71 
08/15/72 
11/23/73 
o7/8/75 


08/23/71 
12/05/68 
06/09/74 
0118/73 
08/31/71 
12/09/68 
08/03/75 
08/14/73 
01/10/74 
03/25/74 


05/01/70 
10/13/73, 
06/03/73 
04/04/75, 
1214/75 
06/15/73 
12/28/73 
06/08/70 
10/12/63 


18 Boniol, Chris 167 12/09/71 
4 Hutton, Tom 193 07/08/72 


THE 1998 DRAFT 


RND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
1 11 Thomas, Tra 8 330 11/20/1974 Florida State 
72 Trotter, Jeremiah 3 250 01/20/1977 SF Austin 

85 Rossum, Allen 5-8 179 07/16/1974 Notre Dame 

112 Whiting, Brandon 280 07/30/1976 California 
116 181 06/16/1975 Toledo 

142. Reese, 222 10/16/1973 Michigan State 
220 -1 302 01/07/1976 Texas 

240 Thomas, Melvin : 06/11/1975 Colorado 
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13397 FINAL STATS 


Won 6, Lost 9, Tied 1 


at NY Giants 70,296 
Green Bay 66,803 
at Dallas 63,942 
at Minnesota 55,149 
Washington 67,008 
at Jacksonville 69,150 
Arizona 66,860 
Dallas 67,106 
at Arizona 39,549 
San Francisco ‘67,133 
at Baltimore 63,546 
Pittsburgh 67,166 
Cincinnati 66,623 
NY Giants 67,084 
at Atlanta 42,866 
atWashington 75,939 


reeiegarreererrer 


RUSHING LONG TD 
285 1110 3.9 7 

116 547) 4.7 

18 9 53 

16 49 

14 3.3 

8 46 

44 

0.0 


42 
42 


RECEIVING 
Fryar 
Turner 
Watters 
Timpson 
Solomon 
Garner 
Johnson 
Seay 
Lewis 
Dunn 

C. Jones 
Staley 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 
T. Detmer 
Hoying 
Peete 


Team 
Opponents 


Hall 8.0, W. Thomas 5.0, Dent 4.5, Mamula 4.0, 
H. Thomas 3.5, Jefferson 3.0, J. Jones 2.5, 
Taylor 2.0, Willis 2.0, Zordich 2.0, Conner 1.5, 
Farmer 1.0, Harris 1.0, Smith 1.0 


Team 43.0, Opponents 64.0 
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Predicted order 
of finish 
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NFc CENTRAL 


Give the Packers and Brett Favre the edge in the 
best and most competitive division in the NEL. 


by Don Pierson Chicago Tribune 


our teams from the Central Division made 
- the playoffs last year, all but the Chicago 

Bears. Four teams made the playoffs in 
1994, all but the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

This is the best and most competitive division 
in the NFL. The Green Bay Packers, the Minnesota 
Vikings, the Detroit Lions, and Tampa Bay all have 
legitimate shots at a Super Bow! berth. The gap 
between the two-time NFC champion Packers and 
the rest of the division has narrowed, but any team 
with three-time league MVP Brett Favre on its side 
has a leg up on the competition. 


Green Bay Packers 

For once, the schedule favors. 
the Packers in a division so tight 
that any edge matters. They open 
with their first three division 
games at home, including, Detroit 
and Tampa Bay in the first two 
weeks. They finish with two of 
their final three games against 
weak sister Chicago. 

‘A defense worn out by the Denver Broncos in 
the Super BowI lost three starters (lineman Gabe 
Wilkins and backs Eugene Robinson and Doug 
Evans), and Reggie White's role will be reduced. 
General manager Ron Wolf and coach Mike Holm- 
gren were not caught completely unaware, but 
retooling is necessary. How the Packers respond 
to what is possibly Holmgren’s final season in 
Green Bay is a key. 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers* 

After knocking hard at the Packers’ door in 
three losses, including the playoffs, last season, the 
Buccaneers are more encouraged than ever. 
Undaunted, they know the Packers respect them 
more than any other team in the division. Quar- 
terback Trent Dilfer needs more help for the 
league’s 29th-ranked offense (which he may have 
now in wide receivers Bert Emanuel and Jacquez 
Green), but if he continues his rate of improvement, 
the Bucs will get over the hump. Coach Tony 
Dungy’s defense is already Super Bowl-ready. 

The schedule does no favors. The Bucs open 
with three of their first four games on the road 
against division rivals Minnesota, Green Bay, and 
Detroit, with a September 20 visit from Chicago to 
open their new stadium. Then they close on the 
road against the Washington Redskins and the 
Cincinnati Bengals. 


TOP PLAYERS 


Offense: 
Barry Sanders, Detroit Lions 
Defense: 
Warren Sapp, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


Newcomer: 
Curtis Enis, Chicago Bears 


Minnesota Vikings* 

Popular author Tom Clancy withdrew his bid 
to become the new owner of the Vikings. Coach 
Dennis Green got himself in trouble last season by 
authoring an autobiography suggesting that the 10- 
member Vikings’ board be forced to sell to Green. 

Green, in the final year of his contract, thinks 
controversial No. 1 draft choice Randy Moss (who 
joins an elite receiver corps with Cris Carter and 
Jake Reed) can put the Vikings over the hump. 
Clancy would just like to get out of the Hump— 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome, which 
needs remodeling. If Green’s defense that started 
four rookies by the end of last season matures 
quickly, and if Moss does, too, 
watch out! 


Detroit Lions 

Coach Bobby Ross, a quick- 
fix specialist, improved the 
Lions from last place to a play- 
off berth in his first season. Now 
he expects more, especially from 
quarterback Scott Mitchell, who is blessed with the 
finest running back in Barry Sanders and as many 
offensive weapons as any passer could hope. Ross’s 
young defense played better than expected (No. 
14 in the league), but the loss of linebacker Reggie 
Brown to a serious neck injury against the New 
York Jets in the final game was a blow. 

The Lions, traditionally a much better home 
team than road team, must open with two of three 
away games (Green Bay and Minnesota) and three 
of their final four on the road (Jacksonville, San 
Francisco, and Baltimore). 


Chicago Bears 

The Bears bear the entire brunt of the “black 
and blue” image of the NFC Central. They are a 
team starting over after disappointing 7-9 and 412 
seasons knocked them from playoff contention in 
the past two years. Playing in the toughest divi- 
sion in the NFL makes the road back all the more 
rocky. The Bears have a new running back in Penn 
State’s Curtis Enis, the No. 5 pick in the draft. (Did- 
r’t they just draft Heisman Trophy winner Rashaan 
Salaam three years ago?) They have the same quar- 
terback in Erik Kramer, who will welcome the 
return of injured wide receiver Curtis Conway. 

A fifth-place schedule has some advantages, 
but the best the Bears can hope for in 1998 is a 
spoiler role. 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


© confident is coach Mike Holmgren in 

MVP quarterback Brett Favre and his 

offense that he actually let the Denver 
Broncos score the go-ahead touchdown in the 
Super Bow last year, believing Favre could bring 
the Pack back in the final minute. 

This unprecedented strategy was overlooked 
and underplayed because the Broncos appeared 
unstoppable anyway, at least by the worn-out Pack- 
er defense. Without a full-time Reggie White this 
year, Holmgren’s strategy might become an unin- 
tentional part of every game plan. 

Three defensive starters are gone 


Few deficits are beyond the reach of 
quarterback and three-time MVP Brett Favre. 


the numbers 


ers drafted Tennessee's Jonathan Brown in the third 
round and signed ex-Redskin Dexter Nottage and 
traded with Kansas City for Vaughn Booker. 


Emerging Talent 

Linebacker was considered a trouble spot until 
the emergence of young Brian Williams and Bernar- 
do Harris turned the position into a strength. Har- 
ris led the team in tackles and Williams is a Pro Bowl 
talent awaiting the vote. With Seth Joyner more 
familiar with his role, the Packers feel good about 
their starters. Joyner will have to stave 
off a challenge by former regular 


(Gabe Wilkins to San Francisco, free team stats &leaguerank George Koonce. Lamont Hollinquest 
safety Eugene Robinson to Atlanta, Total Offense 350.9 4 is an improving backup and ex-Lion 
and cornerback Doug Evans to Car- —_ Rushing 119.3 12 Antonio London isa nice addition. 
olina). It was not entirely unexpect- Passing 231.6 3 Replacing Evans and Robinson 
ed. Holmgren, coordinator Fritz Shur- _ Se0ting SEAR is a challenge in the secondary, but 
mur, and GM Ron Wolf weren't born PURER@tUMS. 85 1B the Packers are not without options. 
ris Returns 228 11 | : : 
yesterday, so it is hard to imagine the Total 3017 7 The return of injured corner Craig 
No. 7-ranked defense suddenly turn- Against Rush 4173 29 Newsome to team with Tyrone 
ing to Swiss cheese. AgainstPass 184.4 8 Williams offsets the loss of Evans, 
Pts Allowed 176 5 andthe Packers think last year’s No. 
Dorsey Levens Line of Defense Interceptions 21 41 2 draft choice, Darren Sharper, is 
set a team record Defense by committee is every — Sacks 41 17T good enough to play corner or safe- 
for totalyards_— team’s game plan. Part of luring TumoverDiff. 0 17 ty. Fourth-rounder Roosevelt Black- 
fom ecrmmege White out of a 48-hour retirement mon looks like a young Evans. 


was the promise to use him more sparingly and 
preserve his aching back. If gigantic nose tackle 
Gilbert Brown does his job on first down, he is 
allowed to spend the rest of his day lumbering to 


TOP: MARK LANGELLO/SPORTFOLIO, BOTTOM: SPORTFOLIO 


the bench, not bad duty for a couple of 
million bucks a year. 
\ The Packers are counting on 
a third-year pass rusher Keith 

“ss! «McKenzie, who is a better ath- 

: = lete than Wilkins. They are 
| (J hoping Tampa Bay reject Eric 
ins a" PY Curry, a former No. 1 choice, 

% «sae will rejuvenate his career the 
\ sw, way Santana Dotson did. 

= Df Green Bay was ecstatic about 

landing North Carolina's 

Vonnie Holliday in the 

first round of the draft. 

He can help Brown 

and Dotson inside or 

challenge McKenzie 

outside. The Pack- 

Brett Favre has thrown 

for 30 TDs or more 

for four straight years. 


Butler Does It 

Sharper is in line for Robinson's job, and the 
presence of strong safety LeRoy Butler gives the 
secondary confidence and the entire defense lead- 
ership. Nobody does more things from his po: 
tion than Butler, who would lead the team in sacks 
if the Packers allowed him to blitz as often as he 
would like. Getting former starter Pat Terrell from 
Carolina provides insurance. 

The defense has the advantage of usually oper- 
ating with a lead, or at least with the knowledge 
that few deficits are beyond Favre's reach. Now in 
his prime, Favre has started 93 straight games, an 
astonishing streak for a quarterback. A backup 
seems so unnecessary that Steve Bono was sent to 
St. Louis, leaving Doug Pederson as the reserve. 


Pack Man 
After becoming the first three-time MVP and 
the first quarterback to throw more than 30 touch- 
down passes four years in a row, Favre has little left 
to prove. But one of his strengths is finding incen- 
tive. Losing a Super Bowl is a good starting point. 
Starting receivers Robert Brooks and Antonio 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Mike Holmgren, Head Coach 
the key stats ‘Sherman Lewis, Offensive Coordinator, Fritz Shurmur, Defensive Coordinator; 
i cs rat ie >< Larry Brooks, Defensive Line; Nolan Cromwell, Wide Receivers; Ken Flajole, Defensive 
Brett Favre has the highest TD- per-game ratio (182-97) of onto Johnny Holand, Special Teams, Kent Johnston, Syength and 
any QB in league history (minimum 100 TDs). Green Bay CConitioning; sim Lind, Linebackers; Tom Lovat, Offensive Line; Andy Reid, Quarterbacks; 
has the best regular-season record in the NFL over the Mike Sherman, Tight Ends; Harry Sydney, Running Backs; Bob Valesente, Defensive Backs 
last three years (37-11), and is 23-1 at Lambeau Field over " = —e - = = a = — = reseen 
= avre, : Southern Mississippi 
eS The Packers, se Gg Oe oe the best 48 pederson, Doug QB 63 215 01/31/68 5 Northeast Louisiana 
postseason winning percentage (.710) in istory. # OFFERSVELINE AT CWI SeTBORN TERR COTTER 
70 Andruzzi, Joe 6 6-3 310 08/23/75 1 Souther Connecticut 
60 Davis, Robert C 6-3 271 12/10/68 2 Shippensburg 
67 Dellenbach, Jeff C/G 6-6 300 02/14/63 13 Wisconsin 
. 4 72 Dotson, Earl T 6-4 315 12/17/70 5 Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Freeman give Favre two players who are fearless over the mid- 77 Michels, John T 67 290 03/19/73 2 Southern California 
dle and dangerous deep. Derrick Mayes should be a bigger 62 Rivera, Marco G 6-4 295 04/26/72 2 PennState 
factor in his third year and tight end Mark Chmura is Favre’s 3 Timmerman,Adam* @ 6-4 295 08/14/71 3. South Dakota Stale 
sethe mai 78 Verba, Ross T 64 295 10/31/73 1 lowa 
ace in tl mu ie. 74 Widell, Doug G 6-4 291 09/23/66 9 Boston College 
Provided a contract hassle doesn’t turn disastrous, Dorsey 64 Wilkerson, Bruce T 6-5 305 07/28/64 11 Tennessee 
© 6-3 295 01/23/64 11 Western iiinois 


Levens should pick up where he left off as one of the league’s _52 Winters, Frank 


most punishing and productive running backs, a weapon 51 cea 5 3 = ae 1 — 
z - Fen ins, Chris /30) innesot 
Holmgren is learning to use more each year. Fullback William 24 Hayden Aaron? «RB 6-0 218 04/13/73 3. Tennessee 
Henderson is like a third guard, and a very good receiver to 33 Henderson, William? FB 6-1 248 02/19/71 3 North Carolina 
boot. Without Favre, the Packers would be equipped to grind 32 Jervoy, Travis’ RB 6-0 225 05/05/72 3 The Citadel 
out yardage 25 Levens, Dorsey? RB 6-1 230 05/21/70 4 Georgia Tech 
is 22 Smith,Emory FB 6-0 245 05/21/74 0 Clemson 
The Packers must replace left guard Aaron Taylor, who 
San Diego. Th Avia AGE WRIENR # RECEIVERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
went to San Diego. They appear ready to do it with Marco 9 Anderson, Ronnie WR 6-1 190 02/27/75 0 Allegheny College 
Rivera or Joe Andruzzi. Last year’s No. 1 draft pick, Ross Ver- 87 Brooks, Robert" WR 6-0 180 06/23/70 6 South Carolina 
ba, unseated 1996 No. 1, John Michels, at left tackle and coe Mark re ma ae ene J oot College 
« . Petre f . davis, Tyrone firginia 
proved invaluable in solidifying Favre's protection. Center penamus ise WR 60208 08/24/72 2 Wisconsin 
Frank Winters, right guard Adam Timmerman, and right tack- 86 Freeman, AntonioD WR 6-1 190 05/27/72 3 Virginia Tech 
le Earl Dotson complete a formidable front. 80 Mayes, Derrick WR 6-0 200 01/28/74 2 Notre Dame 
30 Milburn, Glyn WR 5-8 17 02/19/71 5 Stanford 
49 Preston, Roell © WR 5-10 185 06/23/72 2 Mississippi 
Replacement Parts 84 Schroeder, Bill WR 6-2 198 01/09/71 2 Wisconsin-La Crosse 
Free-agent rookie kicker Ryan Longwell did such a good —_83 Thomason, Jeff" TE 6-5 250 12/30/69 5 Oregon 
job for the injured Brett Conway that he earned a long-term # DEFENSIVE LINE HT Wr BORN EXP COLLEGE 
contract. Veteran punter Sean Landeta will try to replace the 99 Booker Vaughn DT 6-5 295 02/24/68 4 Cincinnati 
sites Coit eatlicdy 0b illionaire with  °35°0"n.Gilbert NT 6-2 325 02/20/71 5 Kansas 
outstanding Craig Hentrich, who became a millionaire wi 75 Curry Eric” De ear hahaa os) “Aeneas 
Tennessee. The Packers picked up Detroit's Glyn Milburn to 71 Dotson, Santana DT 6-5 285 12/19/69 6 Baylor 
return kicks and still hope Bill Schroeder can reign in his 94 Kubek Bob OT 6-4 285 OW/OS/71. 3 Hay 
‘ i 5 icKenzie, Keit DE 6-3 242 10/1 ie 
enthusiasm and put his talent to work as a return man. 73 Notioge benter (DE G4 251 11/1470 3 Fovida ARM 
Antonio Freeman (below, left) and Robert Brooks (below, right) are ttomabadnor te eae wena ‘a Ecole 
the first Packers to record 1,000-yards receiving in the same year. leagie ‘si yoseee: 
# DEFENSIVE BACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
36 Butler, LeRoy S 6-0 200 07/19/68 8 Florida State 
26 Harper,Roger «S62 225 10/26/70 4 Ohio State 
38 McElmurry, Blaine S 6-0 188 10/23/73 1 Montana 
28 Mullen, Roderick CB 6-1 204 12/05/72 3 Grambling 
21 Newsome,Craig CB 6-0 190 08/10/71 3 Arizona State 
42 Sharper, Darren CB 6-2 205 11/03/75 1 William & Mary 
40 Terrell, Pat” S 62 218 03/18/68 8 Notre Dame 
37 Williams, Tyrone CB 5-11 195 05/31/73 2 Nebraska 
# LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
55 Harris,Bernardo LB 6-2 243 10/15/71 3 North Carolina 
56 Hollinquest, Lamont LB 6-3 243 10/24/70 5 Southern California 
59 Joyner, Seth 1B 6-2 235 11/18/64 12 Texas-El Paso 
53 Koonce, George LB 6-1 243 10/15/68 6 East Carolina 
57 London, Antonio LB 6-2 234 04/14/71 5 Alabama 
51 Williams, Brian? LB 6-1 235 12/17/72 3. Southern California 
# KICKERS ‘HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
10 Conway,Brett -K 6-2 188 03/08/75 1 PennState 
7 Landeta,Sean* 6-0 210 01/06/62 13 Towson State 


8 Longwell, Ryan © K 5-11 185 08/16/74 1 California 
“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 
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RND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 

1 19. Holliday, Vonnie DT 6-5 292 05/20/76 North Carolina 
3 90 Brown, Jonathan DE 6-4 245 11/28/75 Tennessee 
5 150 Bradford, Corey WR 6-2 187 12/08/75 Jackson State 
6 156 McGarrahan, Scott S 6-1 199 02/12/74 New Mexico 
6 187 Hasselbeck,Matt QB 6-4 219 09/25/75 Boston College 
7 218 Watson, Edwin RB 6-0 225 09/29/76 Purdue 
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(CHUCK RYDELEWSK! (2) 


1338 DEPTH CHART 
1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 13, Lost 3 starters Indicated In red 
DATE SCORE ATT 
09/01 W 38-24 Chicago 60,766 
09/07 L 9-10 — atPhiladelphia 66,803 
09/14 W 23-18 Miami 60,075 Butter 
09/21 W 38-32 Minnesota 60,115 Prior Terrell 
09/28 L 15-26 at Detroit 78,110 (ss) @ 
10/05 W 21-16 Tampa Bay 60,100 
10/12 W 24-23 at Chicago 62,212 Harris 
10/27 W 28-10 atNew England 59,972 London 
11/02 W 20-10 Detroit 60,126 ® B. Williams 
11/09 W 17-7 St. Louis 60,093 Hollinquest 
11/16 L 38-41 at Indianapolis 60,928 
11/23 W 45-17 Dallas 60,111 fans pica ® 
12/01 W 27-11 atMinnesota 64,001 
1207 W 17-6 —atTampaBay 73,523 @ © e @ (re) (ce) 
12/14 W 31-10 at Carolina 70,887 Neicbenie/ Wiis: McKenzie 7. Willams 
12/20 W 31-21 Buffalo 60,108 Blackmon Curry Brown. Mullen 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD PACKERS ON DEFENSE 
Levens 329 1435 4.4 Sar 7 
Favre 58 187 32 16 1 
Hayden 32148 «46 21 1 
Henderson Sty 118) {38 18s 0 PACHERS On OFFENSE 
R. Brooks 2 19 95 15 0 
Freeman 1 14 140 14 0 Verba Winters E, Dotson 
Bono 3 $3 10 -1 «0 Michels Dellenbach Wilkerson 
“mn 1 uit) (OOO OOS 
Team 459 1909 42 S2r 9 Canare 
Chpents MB ABTS A tore Site Sma Andruzzi Widell Thomason 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD (os) Brooks 
Freeman 81 1243 15.3 SBr 12 Souroesder 
R, Brooks 60 1010 168 43 7 Favre 
Levens 53 370 70 56 5 Redereot 
Henderson 41 367 «9.0 25 1 
Chmura 38417 «11.0 32r 6 
Mayes 18 200 161 74 0 
Thomason 9 115 128 27 4 
Beebe 2 2B 140 23 0 
T. Davis 2 2 140 2 1 
Schroeder 2 15 75 Ca 
Hayden 2A TEE 170) 
Mickens 40 92) N20. Want 
Team 309 3896 126 74 35 


Opponents 288 «3225 «11.2 «62 10 


Millbum Milbum 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS TD INT Schroeder Preston 
Favre 513 304 3867 35 16 a re 
Bono ed | eth 0 ‘ : 
Team 523 309 3896 35 16 Davis Davis 
Opponents 563 288 «3225 10 21 Dellenbach =) Winters: 
SACKS CH) Pederson 
White 11.0, S. Dotson 5.5, Wilkins 5.5, E 
Brown 3.0, Butler 3.0, Joyner 3.0, Longwell e Landeta I 
Robinson 2.5, McKenzie 1.5, Evans 1.0, Conway i 


Harris 1.0, Smith 1.0, B, Williams 1.0 
Team 41.0, Opponents 26.0 
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repeat of last year’s 5-0 start would put 
coach Tony Dungy’s Buccaneers en route 


Ex the jour to the Super Bowl. It would mean one vic- 
ate (BHordy tory over each NFC Central Division rival and anoth- 


Nickerson (below) et over the NFC East defending champion New York 
led Tampa Bay in Giants. Three of their first four games are on the 
tackles with 194. road: Minnesota, Green Bay, and Detroit. 


Hard-earned Respect 
In other words, the Bucs are facing a very tough 
schedule. Their surprising 10-6 record last year was com- 
piled against what turned out to be the 
second-hardest schedule in the league. 
Tampa Bay is no longer everybody's 
favorite game. The Bucs led the 
NEC with eight Pro Bowl 
players, the first sign of 
respect by peers. 
The remarkable turn- 
around of the league’s losingest fran- 
chise faces one remaining obstacle: a 
29th-ranked offense that scored only 
299 points, by far the fewest of all play- 
off teams. As exciting as this team’s 
improvement was, scoring a mere 18 
points a game is not enough. The Bucs 
hope to light up their new stadium this 
season with an encore playoff performance and 
another shot at the Packers, who beat them three 
times last year. 


Passing the Bucs 
If the Bucs improve over the next couple of years 
as much as quarterback Trent Dilfer improved over 
the last couple, a Super Bowl is inevitable. Dilfer has 
progressed from four touchdown passes to 12 to 21. 
The Bucs’ Pro That puts him on target for 31 this year. 


Bowl backfield: Dilfer has started every game for three years and 
Warrick Dunn, played late last season with a painful ankle sprain. 
fae Dies aie The Bucs are hoping third-year quarterback Scott 


(below, tor). Milanovich can step into the backup role held by 


The Bucs’ remarkable turnaround faces one 
remaining obstacle: a 29th-ranked offense. 


Steve Walsh a year ago. 

Dilfer’s maturity has coincided with the arrival 
of skill-position players—Mike Alstott two years 
ago, Warrick Dunn and Reidel Anthony last 
year—indicating that he is capable of good things 
with talented people around him 

Realizing Dilfer is still not playing with a full 
huddle, Bucs GM Rich McKay pried away Atlanta’s 
top receiver, Bert Emanuel, in free agency and then 
made little dynamo receiver Jacquez Green his first 
choice in the draft in the second round. 


in the Right Direction 

With Alstott, Dunn, Anthony, Karl 
Williams, Robb Thomas, and Horace 
Copeland, Green and Emanuel join a 
group that is headed in the right direc- 
tion: the end zone. Green is small, and 
Emanuel isn’t much bigger, but the 
rookie-of-the-year performance by the 

Ws explosive Dunn proved that size isn’t 
the most important factor. 

The Bucs struck out with big tight 
end Jackie Harris, a free-agent bust 
now with the Oilers, and hope that 
position can be manned by over- 
achiever Dave Moore and Patrick 

Hape, a rookie surprise last year. 

In adding blocking back Lorenzo Neal from the 
Jets in a trade, the Bucs intend to use Alstott in a more 
conventional tailback position to take advantage of 
his running skills. Alstott looks like a blocking full- 
back but plays like a halfback. 

Up front, the Bucs replaced Jim Pyne at left guard 
with second-year man Frank Middleton, who as an 
aggressive rookie made no friends among the 
league’s defensive linemen. Center Tony Mayberry 
has started more consecutive games than any Buc in 
history. He is flanked by right guard Jorge Diaz and 
tackles Jason Odom and Paul Gruber, with second- 
year giant Jerry Wunsch a promising backup. The 
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the key stats 
The Bucs improved their rushing by over 20 yards per game. 
Tampa Bay was the NFL’s best defense in the red zone, 
allowing just 14 TDs in 38 opponent drives inside the 20 
(36.8%). set career highs in TDs (9) and per- 
catch average (15.2 yards). set team records 


with 21 TDs and 152 consecutive passes without an INT. 


Spearheaded by Warren Sapp, who led the team with 10.5, the Bucs 
established a single-season franchise record for sacks (44). 


Bucs drafted Virginia Tech center Todd Washington. 

Dungy’s defense was the stingiest in the NEC in points allowed, 
second only to Kansas City in the league. It was third overall in 
yards allowed. Young, quick, and tough, it is Super Bowl-ready. 


Sapp, Their Strength 

Tackle Warren Sapp is the star, Tampa’s answer to Min- 
nesota’s John Randle and Green Bay’s Reggie White. Quick and 
relentless, Sapp is a load whether single- or double-teamed. With 
ends Chidi Ahanotu and Regan Upshaw and tackle Brad 
Culpepper, the Bucs’ front registered a club-record 44 sacks last 
year, led by Sapp’s 10.5. Marcus Jones will move to backup end 
and Jason Maniecki and Tyoka Jackson will back up inside. 

Hardy Nickerson, Derrick Brooks, and Jeff Gooch form an 
active linebacking crew that cleaned up after the quick, pene- 
trating front four. Nickerson was in on 194 tackles and Brooks on 
182 and both made the Pro Bowl. Second-year men Alshermond 
Singleton, Greg Bellisari, and Shelton Quarles are reserves who 
will be joined by third-round draft pick Jamie Duncan. 


Secondary Stars 

Cornerback Donnie Abraham could have made the Pro Bowl 
and maybe should have in only his second season. He is a sound 
player with a bright future. The Bucs drafted USC’s Brian Kelly 
in the second round to challenge Anthony Parker on the other cor- 
net, with second-year prospects Ronde Barber and Floyd Young 
in the picture. Dungy said the 6-0 Kelly was brought on board to 
cover Minnesota's big Randy Moss. Strong safety John Lynch and 
free safety Charles Mincy are solid starters backed by Tony Bouie. 

Tommy Barnhardt and Michael Husted give the Bucs’ good 
punting and place-kicking. Williams and Anthony returned 
kicks last fall, but that is a job they hope Green can handle now. 
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Tony Dungy, Head Coach 


Herman Edwards, Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Backs; Monte Kiffin, Defensive Coordinator, 
‘Mike Shula, Offensive Coordinator; Mark Asanovich, Strength and Conditioning; 

Clyde Christensen, Tight Ends; Chris Foerster, Offensive Line; Aaron Komarek, Assistant 
‘Strength and Conditioning; Joe Marciano, Special Teams; Rod Marinelli, Defensive Line; 
‘Tony Nathan, Running Backs; Kevin O'Dea, Defensive Assistant; Lovie Smith, Linebackers; 
Ricky Thomas, Offensive Assistant; Charlie Willams, Wide Receivers 


12 Dilfer, Trent 
13 Milanovich, Scott 
4 Walsh, Steve 


64 Diaz, Jorge 

65 Dogins, Kevin 
74 Gruber, Paul 

67 Mathews, Jason 
61 Mayberry, Tony 
73 Middleton, Frank 
70 Odom, Jason 

69 Pierson, Pete” 
63 Willis, Donald 
74 Wunsch, Jerry 


40 Alstott, Mike 
46 Barber, Kantroy 
28 Dunn, Warrick 
97 Ellison, Jerry* 
39 Lee, Steve 

22 Neal, Lorenzo 


85 Anthony, Reidel 
49 Brady, Rickey 

16 Carter, Nigea 

88 Copeland, Horace 
87 Davis, John 

87 Emanuel, Bert* 
82 Hape, Patrick 

19 Hunter, Brice 

48 Jordan, Andrew 
83 Moore, Dave 

84 Thomas, Robb 
86 Williams, Karl 


72 Ahanotu, Chidi 
77 Culpepper, Brad 
59 Heanyi, Israel 
97 Jackson, Tyoka® 
78 Jones, Marcus 
90 Maniecki, Jason 
99 Sapp, Warren 
91 Upshaw, Regan 
94 White, Steve 


21 Abraham, Donnie 
23 Bouie, Tony’ 

20 Barber, Ronde 

45 Legette, Tyrone 
47 Lynch, John 

22 Mincy, Charles* 
27 Parker, Anthony 
24 Robinson, Damien 
31 Young, Floyd 


52 Bellisari, Greg 
55 Brooks, Derrick 
50 Gooch, Jeff 

30 Harris, Al 

56 Nickerson, Hardy 
53 Quarles, Shelton 


QB 
OB 
QB 


4ease04400 


2 
2 


FB 


LB 


51 Singleton, Alsheemond LB 


6 Barnhardt, Tommy 
5 Husted, Michael 


P 
K 


6-4 235 
6-3 227 
6-3 205 


6-4 295 
6-1 290 
6-5 296 
6-5 304 
6-4 292 
6-3 320 
6-5 296 
65 295 
6-3 330 
6-6 325 


1 244 
0 243 
8 180 
5-10 207 
6-0 265 
5-11 240 


0 185 
4 286 
1 196 
3 202 
4 257 
5-10 180 
6-4 256 
6-0 211 
6-4 254 
6-2 248 
511 175 
5-10 163 


6-2 283 
6-1 275 
6-3 246 
62 274 
6-6 286 
6-4 295 
6-2 288 
6-4 264 
6-2 246 


0181 
0 190 
0 180 
7 
6-2 210 
5-11 197 
5-10 181 
6-1 213 
6-0 175 


6-0 236 
6-0 231 
5-11 218 
6-5 265 
6-2 233 
6-1 236 
6-2 228 


6-2 207 
6-0 195 


03/13/72 
01/29/73 
12/01/66 


1115/73 
12/07/72 
02/24/65, 
02/09/71 
12/08/67 
10/25/74 
03/31/74 
02/04/71 

07/15/73 
01/21/74 


12/24/73 
10/04/73 
01/05/75 
12/20/71 
04/16/74 
12/27/70 


10/20/76 
1119/70 
09/01/74 
ovat 
05/14/73 
10/27/70 
06/06/74 
04/21/74 
06/21/72 
11/11/69 
03/29/66 
oarior71 


10/11/70 
05/08/69 
11/24/70 
1/22/71 

08/15/73 
08/15/72 
12/19/72 
08/12/75 
10/25/73 


10/08/73 
08/07/72 
04/07/75 
02/15/70 
09/25/71 
12/16/69 
02/11/66 
12/22/73 
19/23/75 


06/21/75 
04/18/73 
10/31/74 
12/31/56 
09/01/65 
oot 
08/07/75 


06/11/63, 
06/16/70 


4 
2 
9 


NNaapotenk boo siseiasaceastesse 


4acanasten 


n 
5 


Fresno State 
Maryland 
Miami (FL) 


Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Wisconsin 

Texas A&M 

Wake Forest 

Arizona 

Florida 

Washington 

‘North Carolina A&T 
Wisconsin 


Purdue 

West Virginia 

Florida State 
‘Tennessee-Chattanooga 
Indiana 

Fresno State 


Florida 
Oklahoma 

Michigan State 
Miami (FL) 

Emporia State 

Rice 

Alabama 

Georgia 

Western Carolina 
Pittsburgh 

Oregon State 

Texas A&M-Kingsvile 


California 

Florida 

Southern California 
Penn State 

North Carolina 
Wisconsin 

Miami (FL) 
California 
Tennessee 


East Tennessee State 
Arizona 

Virginia 

Nebraska 

Stanford 

Washington 

Arizona State 

fowa 

Texas A&M-Kingsville 


Ohio State 
Florida State 
Austin Peay 
Arizona State 
California 
Vanderbit 
Temple 


North Carolina 
Virginia 


“Unrestricted Free Agent, °Resricted Free Agent 
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1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 10, Lost 6 


San Francisco 
at Detroit 

at Minnesota 
Miami 
Arizona 

at Green Bay 
Detroit 
Minnesota 

at Indianapolis 
at Atlanta 
New England 
at Chicago 

at NY Giants 
Green Bay 

at NY Jets 
Chicago 


RUSHING 
Dunn 
Alstott 
Dilfer 
Rhett 
Anthony 
Ellison 
Williams 
Hape 
Walsh 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 
Dunn 
Anthony 
Williams 
Copeland 
Alstott 
Moore 

J. Harris: 
Thomas 
Hape 
Davis 
Bouie 
Ellison 
Jordan tor 
Jordan 18 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 
Dilfer 
Walsh 
Barnhardt 


Team 
Opponents 


Sapp 10.5, Ahanotu 10.0, Culpepper 8.5, 
Upshaw 7.5, Jackson 2.5, Brooks 1. 
Maniecki 1.0, Nickerson 1.0, Parker 1.0, 
Porter 0.5 


Team 44.0, Opponents 32.0 
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Mincy 


Robinson 
Nickerson 


irs) 
== 


Sapp Culpepper 
Jackson — Maniecki 


BUCCANEERS On DEFENSE 


BUCCANEERS On OFFENSE 


Odom 
Mathews Dogins Mathews 


wr) OOHOGOS 


Emanuel 
Copeland 


Moore 
Brady 


Walsh 
Barnhardt 


Husted Barnhardt 
Milanovich 
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a 


a 
CARTER 


Cris Carter and 
Jake Reed give 
Minnesota the 
best receiving 
tandem in 

the league. 


John Randle was rewarded with a record-setting deal 
after leading the NFL with a career-high 15.5 sacks. 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


Coach Dennis Green claims the Vikings will 
now field “the most potent offense in the NFL.” 


espite a muddled ownership picture, the 
1 | Minnesota Vikings do seem worth own- 

ing. When Tom Clancy, the popular author 
of spy techno-thriller novels, tried to buy them, he 
said, “You've got a pretty good ball club there now 
and I'm not going to throw a hand grenade before 
Tknow what I'm looking at.” 


In the Script 
Clancy of all people would know where to find 
a hand grenade. Fortunately, Vikings president 
Roger Headrick, who also wants to 
buy the team, invested heavily in its 
future by spending big bucks to keep 
free agents Robert Smith, John Ran- 
dle, Todd Steussie, and Jake Reed. 
Coach Dennis Green, an author 
himself, penned his autobiography 
last season and suggested the 10 
owners of the team be forced to sell 
to him. Now, Green enters the final 
year of his contract hoping to write a 
surprise ending featuring a brand 
new character, Marshall University's 
talented but troubled wide receiver, 
Randy Mo: 


Formidable Weapons 
Green gloated after selecting the con- 
troversial Moss at No. 21 in the draft, 
claiming the Vikings will now field 
“the most potent offense in 
the NFL.” With Moss, 
Cris Carter, Reed, 
Smith, and Andrew 
Glover in the same 
huddle, he dared 
teams to stop them. 
While quarter- 
back Brad Johnson no 
doubt will be overjoyed 
to see all those ball-hungry 
faces, the question is how all of 
them can be molded into a cohe- 
sive unit. More than one rival was 
delighted to hear the Vikings’ offen- 
sive coordinator, Brian Billick, joke 
about how Smith might never get 
to run the football again. At five re 


“Us 


years and $25 million, Smith could become the most 
expensive decoy in history. 

Except for a two-game layoff with an ankle 
sprain, Smith stayed healthy until the end of the 
season for the first time and finished behind only 
the Lions’ Barry Sanders and the Packers’ Dorsey 
Levens in NFC rushing. Only Sanders had a bet- 
ter yards-per-carry average than Smith’s 5.5. 

Leroy Hoard is a capable backup and young 
Moe Williams has possibilities. Charles Evans is 
the blocking back and the quick David Palmer 

showed flash as a third-down threat. 

Johnson was one of the league's 
most efficient passers last season 
before suffering a neck injury. Ran- 
dall Cunningham proved he can still 
play. He took the Vikings to their first 
playoff victory in five attempts under 
Green after Johnson's injury. 

For years, Carter and Reed have 
given the Vikings one of the best 1-2 
receiving tandems in the league. With 
the addition of the 6-3 Moss, who is 
faster than either, Green envisions 
more downfield passing, which will 
open up the middle for Carter. 


Size Matters 

Protecting Johnson is one of the league’s 
biggest and most talented lines. Tackle 
Steussie and guard Randall McDaniel pro- 
vide the best left side in the NFL opposite 
David Dixon and Korey Stringer, one of the 
biggest right sides 
in the business. 
Veteran center 
Jeff Christy is 
back from a broken 
ankle. The most inter- 
esting backup on the line is 
Eric Moss, who is Randy Moss's 

older (and bigger) brother. 

By the end of last season, defen- 
sive coordinator Foge Fazio was start- 
ing four rookies: end Stalin Colinet, 
tackle Tony Williams, linebacker 
Dwayne Rudd, and free safety Torrian 
Gray. This year, the Vikings added six 
more defenders in the draft after Moss. 

The Vikings took defensive end 
Duane Clemons No. 1 in 1996, a year 
after they drafted defensive end Der- 

\ 
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the key stats 
At the time of his injury, Brad Johnson was No. 2 in the NFL 
completions (260), No. 3 in passing yards (2,919), and No. 
4in TD passes (20). He led the NFL in fourth-quarter pass- 
ing in 96 and '97 (111.8 rating). Minnesota led the NFL with 
ateam-record 132 fourth-quarter points. Robert Smith has 
not fumbled in his last 415 plays from scrimmage. 


The Vikings are committed to Robert Smith, who set a team single- 
season record with 1,266 yards rushing last season. 


rick Alexander No. 1. Clemons and Alexander were backups 
by season’s end, but both are very much in the picture as the 
Vikings desperately try to improve their 29th-ranked defense. 


Sack Time 

Randle is the star tackle who was starting at end by sea- 
son’s end, a place rivals would love to see him stay. Randle’s 
forte is disrupting things inside, The league's top sacker, he 
creates such havoc that offenses invariably must improvise. 
With such a force available, it is puzzling why the Vikings are 
so vulnerable. Fernando Smith, hurt late last year, should 
regain his outside spot and allow Randle to return to tackle, 

Linebacker is a concern as Ed McDaniel moved inside to 
replace the departed Jeff Brady and was flanked by Rudd and 
Dixon Edwards. Drafting linebackers Kailee Wong, Kivu- 
usama Mays, and Chester Burnett indicates a need for depth. 


Secondary Shift 

The Vikings signed ex-New England cornerback Jimmy 
Hitchcock to work opposite Corey Fuller. Third-round pick 
Ramos McDonald and seventh-rounder Tony Darden will get 
more chances to develop at the corner. Darden made the switch 
from quarterback at Texas Tech. Safety Orlando Thomas is 
slowly recovering from knee surgery and should complement 
Gray and strong safety Robert Griffith. Fifth-rounder Kerry 
Cooks will also get a shot inside, 

The signing of 39-year-old place-kicker Gary Anderson 
from San Francisco represents a youth movement. Last year, 
the Vikings employed the oldest player in the NFL, 41-year- 
old Eddie Murray. Mitch Berger remains the punter and 
Palmer is a breakaway threat returning punts and kickoffs. 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Dennis Green, Head Coach 
Brian Billick, Offensive Coordinator; Foge Fazio, Defensive Coordinator, Hubbard Alexander, 
‘Wide Receivers; Dave Atkins, Tight Ends; Jeff Friday, Assistant Strength and Conditioning; 
Carl Hargrave, Running Backs; Wade Herman, Coaching Assistant; Chip Myers, Quarterbacks; 
‘Tom Olivadotti Inside Linebackers; Andre Patterson, Defensive Line; Richard Solomon, 
Defensive Backs; Mike Tice, Offensive Line: Trent Walters, Outside Linebackers; Steve Wetzel, 
‘Strength and Conditioning; Gary Zauner, Special Teams 


# QUARTERBACK WT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 
8 Bouman, Todd QB 6-2 215 08/01/72 1 St. Cloud State 
7 Cunningham, Randall” QB 6-4 205 03/27/63 13 UNLV 


14 Johnson, Brad «QB 6-5 219 09/13/68 4 Florida State 

# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 

74 Bobo, Orlando G 6-3 304 02/09/74 1 N.E, Louisiana 
62 Christy, Jett C 6-3 281 02/03/69 5 Pittsburgh 

69 Daniels, LeShun G 6-1 304 05/30/74 1 Ohio State 

71 Dixon, David” G 6-5 348 01/05/69 5 Arizona State 
61 Lindsay, Everett* G64 290 09/18/70 5 Mississippi 

64 McDaniel, Randall G 6-3 278 12/19/64 10 Arizona State 
68 Mortis, Mike C 6-5 276 02/22/61 11 Northeast Missouri State 
79 Moss, Eric G 6-4 325 09/25/74 1 Ohio State 

78 Sapp, Bob T 6-5 295 09/22/73 1 Washington 
73 Steussie, Todd* — T 6-6 309 12/01/70 4 California 

77 Stringer, Korey = T.«6-4 353 05/08/74 3 Ohio State 

# RUNNING BACKS HT WT BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

29 Evans, Charles FB 6-1 244 04/16/67 5 Clark-Atlanta 
44 Hoard, Leroy RB 5-11 225 05/15/68 8 Michigan 

33 Morrow, Harold = FB S-11 210 02/24/73 2 Auburn 

22 Palmer, David RB 5-8 169 11/19/72 4 Alabama 

26 Smith, Robert? RB 6-2 212 03/04/72 5 Ohio State 

21 Williams, Moe RB 6-1 196 07/26/74 2 Kentucky 

# RECEIVERS HT WT BORN. EXP, COLLEGE 

84 Bland, Tony WR 6-3 210 12/12/72 2 Florida A&M 
80 Carter, Cris WR 6-3 208 11/25/65 11 Ohio State 

85 DeLong, Greg’ TE 6-4 251 04/03/73 3 North Carolina 
82 Glover, Andrew* TE 6-6 250 08/12/67 7 Grambling 

87 Goodwin, Hunter TE 6-5 274 10/10/72 2 Texas A&M 

89 Hatchette, Matthew WR 6-2 193 05/01/74 1 Langston (OK) 
86 Reed, Jake WR 6-3 216 09/28/67 7 Grambling 

83 Tate, Robert WR 5-10 185 10/19/73 1 Cincinnati 

81 Walsh, Chris* WR 6-1 198 12/12/68 6 Stanford 

# DEFENSIVE LINE i WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

90 Alexander, Derrick DE 6-4 271 11/09/73 3 Florida State 
96 Ball, Jerry NT 6-1 320 12/15/64 11 Southern Methodist 
92 Clemons, Duane DE 6-5 285 05/2/74 2 California 

99 Colinet, Stalin DE 6-6 259 07/19/74 1 Boston College 
72 Fisk, Jason OT 6-3 291 09/04/72 3 Stanford 

93 Randle, John* DT 6-1 282 12/12/67 8 Texas A&M-Kingsville 
95 Smith, Fernando DE 6-6 277 08/02/71 4 Jackson State 
94 Williams, Tony DT _ 6-1 288 07/09/75 1 Memphis 

# DEFENSIVE BACKS: HT Wr BORN EXP, COLLEGE 

31 Butler, Duane S 6-1 203 11/29/73 1 IMlinois State 
27 Fuller, Corey CB 5-10 205 05/11/71 3. Florida State 
23 Gray, Torrian S 6-0 200 03/18/74 1 Virginia Tech 
24 Griffith, Robert S 5-11 189 11/30/70 2 San Diego State 
37 Hitchcock, Jimmy CB 5-10 188 11/09/70 3 North Carolina 
42 Thomas, Orlando $ 6-1 211 10/21/72 3 Southwestern Louisiana 
# LINEBACKERS: HT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 

56 Bercich, Pete” LB 6-1 238 12/23/71 3 Notre Dame 
43 Briggs, Greg LB 6-3 212 10/01/68 3 Texas Southern 
59 Edwards, Dixon LB 6-1 228 03/25/68 7 Michigan State 
57 Houston, Bobby* LB 6-2 245 10/26/67 8 North Carolina State 
58 McDaniel, Ed LB 5-11 230 02/23/69 6 Clemson 

57 Rudd, Dwayne = LB 6-2 245 02/03/76 1 Alabama 

54 Ulmer, Artie LB 6-2 239 07/20/73 1 Valdosta State 
# KICKERS WT Wr BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

1 Anderson, Gary’ K 5-11 178 07/16/59 16 Syracuse 

17 Berger, Mitch P 6-2 220 06/24/72 4 Colorado 


“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 


THE 1998 DRAFT 


RND PICK NAME Pos HT BORN COLLEGE 

1 21 Moss, Randy WR 6-3 210 02/13/77 Marshall 

2 51 Wong, Kailee DE 6-3 268 05/23/76 Stanford, 

3 80 MoDonald,Ramos CB 6-0 195 04/30/76 New Mexico 
4 110 Mays,Kivuusama © LB 6-4 245 01/07/75 North Carolina 
5 144 Cooks, Kerry DB 6-0 200 03/28/74 lowa 

6 173. Birk, Matt OT 6-4 285 07/23/76 Harvard 

6 174 Brazzell, Chris WR 6-2 180 05/22/76 Angelo State 
7 208 Burnett, Chester LB 5-11 223 04/15/75 Arizona 

7 225 Darden, Tony CB 6-0 196 08/11/75 Texas Tech 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


DAVID GREENE/ACTIVE IMAGES INC. 


1337 FINAL STATS 


Won 9, Lost 7 

DATE — SCORE AIT 

08/31 W 34-13 at Buffalo 79,139 
09/07 W 27-24 at Chicago 59,263 
09/14 L 14-28 Tampa Bay 63,697 
09/21 L 32-38 © atGreenBay 60,115 
09/28 W 28-19 Philadelphia 55,149 
10/05 W 20-19 — atArizona 45,550 
10/12 W 21-14 Carolina 62,625 
10/26 W 10-6 —atTampaBay 66,815 
11/02 W 23-18  NewEngland 62,917 
11/09 W 29-22 Chicago 63,443 
116 L 15-38 at Detroit 68,910 
11/23 L 21-23 at NY Jets 70,131 
12/01 L 11-27 Green Bay 64,001 
12/07 L 17-28 atSanFrancisco 55,761 
12/14 L 13-14 Detroit 60,982 
12/21 W 39-28 Indianapolis 54,107 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
R, Smith 232 1266 55 78 6 
Hoard 80 235 29 20 4 
Evans 43 187 37 13 2 
Johnson 35 139 40 «28 0 
Cunningham = 19«*127,:«GT_ BOO 
M. Williams POEM NEY WT): 
Palmer fiomseenas) Abe 
Green Ch mpe2e ey ue sueiG 
Berger CCT 
Team 449° 2041 4.5 781 14 
Opponents 442, 1983 45 60 13 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Carter 89 1069 120 43 13 
Reed 68 1138 167 56 6 
R, Smith 37 «197 53 20 1 
Glover 32 378 «118 «43 «3 
Palmer OR ES Ee 
Evans ei 152\ war.oe iz, 00 
Walsh 1114 104 19 1 
Hoard 11 84 «76 «630 (0 
DeLong 8 75 94 23 0 
Goodwin Pie ee att 
M. Williams dn Nap a5) $710 
Hatchette 3 54 180 38 0 
Green 1 5 50 5 0 
Johnson We Be 
Team 319 3637 11.1 56 26 
Opponents 336 3957 11.8 76 28 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS TD INT 
Johnson 452 275 3036 20 12 
Cunningham 8844501 G4 
Team 540 319 3537 26 16 
Opponents 542 336-3957 28 12 
SACKS 


Randle 15.5, Clemons 7.0, Rudd 5.0, 
Alexander 4.5, F. Smith 4.0, Fisk 3.0, Wheeler 2.0, 
Edwards 1.5, £. McDaniel 1.5 


Team 44.0, Opponents 33.0 
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' ow Barry Sanders keeps getting better with 

probe. They just climb on and enjoy the 

ride. In his ninth season, Sanders broke through the 

2,000-yard barrier. It looked more like 10,000. Every 
highlight reel had him going 80 yards. 


shi coco aN 


Out of the Gate 


Barry Sanders After Sanders gained only 53 yards in the first 
i pl ep the fw games, new coach Bobby Ross discovered him, 
3 yards, the i j 
#2055) Whighest and the rest was hysteria. Sanders will get out of the 


gate faster this time, even as he hits age 
30. It’s a must because the Lions play 
all four division rivals in the first five 
weeks. They face Green Bay and Min- 
nesota twice in the first eight weeks, so 
by midseason the Lions will know ] 
whether they are a factor in the race. 


single-season 
total in history. 
His nine-straight 
1,000-yard 
seasons put 

him in a class 
by himself. 


Passing Concern 
The improvement of quar- 
terback Scott Mitchell is of 
much more concern to 
Detroit. Mitchell seems 
@) tobeleveling off atage 
30. After throwing 32 
touchdown passes for 
@ the No. 1-ranked offense in 1995, he 
has thrown 36 over the last two sea- 
sons. His efficiency rating has dropped 
below 80 and he finished fourth among, 

division passers. 

This is a disturbing trend fora team 
that has invested so much money and faith in 
the big left-hander. With Sanders behind him 
and Herman Moore and Johnnie Morton at 
~ wide receiver, Mitchell has rare weapons. With 

Ross, he has consistency of coaching style and 
strategy that should contribute to a higher lev- 

’ el of performance. 
A second season in Ross's system after 
years of indecision should settle Mitchell into a 
more productive rut. Just in case, the Lions signed 
Jim Miller from Atlanta and then sent a clear mes- 
sage about the future by trading up to draft East- 
ern Michigan’s Charlie Batch in the second round. 
Nobody but the Lions thought they had to trade 
up for a relatively unknown talent; nobody but the 
Lions had such a bird's-eye view from their backyard, 
where scouts could not only watch Batch but also 
compare him to another local quarterback, Rose Bowl 
hero Brian Griese of Michigan. 


yt 


Barty Sanders, the Michael Jordan of the NFL, 
always gives the Lions reason for optimism. 


The Lion King 

Sanders gives the Lions reason for optimism no 
matter what. He gives fans reason to watch regard- 
less of opponent or score. He is the Michael Jordan of 
the NEL, one player worth the price of admission in 
the ultimate team game. His performance in the sea- 
son finale against the Jets, in which he had only 23 
yards until his last carry of the third quarter, was a 
classic. He finished with 184 yards to put him at 2,053 
as he helped win the game that got the Lions into the 
playoffs, on an afternoon marred by a frightening 

injury to linebacker Reggie Brown. 


Catching Up 
Moore’s 104 catches and Morton's 
80 gave the Lions the most prolific 1- 
2 receiving tandem in the league, quite 
an accomplishment considering that 
Sanders touched the ball 368 times. No 
team in football averages more yards 
per play than Detroit's 5.6, yet six 
teams scored at least as many touch- 
downs. This is where Mitchell figures. 
At tight end, the Lions need more 
production from David Sloan, Pete 
Chryplewicz, Eric Stocz, and Pete 
Metzelaars. Blocking back Tommy 
Vardell and third receiver Tommie Boyd were effec- 
tive, and the Lions added an intriguing rookie in 6- 
Pro Bowl DE Robert Porcher has set career highs and 
led the Lions in sacks in each of the past two years. 


LEFT: SPORTS PHOTO MASTERS; RIGHT: VINCE BUCCI/SPORTFOLIO 


the key stats 
's per-carry average (5.06 yards) is second 
all-time to Jim Brown’s 5.22 average. 
joined Jerry Rice as the only receivers with 100 catches 
or more in three straight seasons. Sanders and Moore 
became the first teammates since 1954 to lead the league 
(or share the lead) in rushing yards and receptions. 


Wide receivers Herman Moore (left) 
and Johnnie Morton (above) 

combined for 184 receptions, 2,350 
yards receiving, and 14 touchdowns, 


4 Virginia receiver Germane Crowell. The Lions will miss cen- 
ter Kevin Glover, a Pro Bowl veteran who went to Seattle. But 
they signed Tampa Bay’s Jim Pyne, who can play guard or cen- 
ter. He will be flanked by guards Mike Compton and Jeff Hart- 
ings, a budding Pro Bowler, and tackles Ray Roberts and sec- 
ond-year man Juan Roque. Larry Tharpe is the No. 1 backup. 


Room for Improvement 

Although the Lions’ showing as the 14th-ranked defense was 
a surprise under new coordinator Larry Peccatiello, it’s on defense 
where they must show the greatest improvement. 

Signing Denver's Allen Aldridge and trading for Oakland’s 
Rob Fredrickson helped shore up a linebacking unit. The new- 
comers should start alongside Stephen Boyd, with Matt Russell, 
Scott Kowalkowski, and George Jamison in reserve. 

The return of Dan Owens from Atlanta gives the Lions 
options up front because Owens can play all four positions. He 
will replace tackle Mike Wells, who signed with Chicago. Tack- 
le Luther Elliss blossomed in his third season, End Robert 
Porcher led the team with 12.5 sacks. Tracy Scroggins and Ker- 
win Waldroup will share time at the other side, although Wal- 
droup has the speed and motor if not the size to help inside. 

After making cornerbacks Bryant Westbrook and Kevin 
Abrams their first two draft picks in 1997, the Lions added Ten- 
nessee’s Terry Fair with the No. 1 pick this year. At safety, veter- 
an Mark Carrier rejuvenated his career after he arrived from 
Chicago. Ron Rice will develop as a good strong safety if he can 
shake injuries. Greg Jeffries and Ryan Stewart are reserves. 

Jason Hanson is one of the league’s premier place-kickers 
and kickoff artists. John Jett is the punter. Fair could contribute 
to the return game. 
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DETROIT LIONS 


Bobby Ross, Head Coach 
‘Sylvester Croom, Offensive Coordinator; Larry Peccatiello, Defensive Coordinator, Brian Baker, 
Defensive Line; Don Clemons, Defensive Assistant/Assistant Strength and Conditioning; 
Frank Falks, Running Backs; Jack Henry, Offensive Line; Bert Hill, Strength and Conditioning; 
‘Stan Kwan, Coaching Assistant; John Misciagna, Quality Control Offense; Gary Moeller, 
Unebackers; Dennis Murphy, Quality Control Defense; Bob Palcio, Tight Ends; Chuck Priefer, 
Special Teams; Richard Selcer, Secondary; Jerry Sullivan, Receivers; Jim Zorn, Quarterbacks 

WT BORN _ EXP. COLLEGE 
o2/oa/71 Michigan State 
01/02/68 «7 Utah 

12/04/61 13° Maryland 


BORN. EXP. COLLEGE 


# QUARTERBACK 
15 Miller, Jim” 0B 
19 Mitchell, Scott QB 
14 Reich, Frank OB 


if OFFENSIVE LINE 


230 
210 


79 Beverly, Eric c 03/28/74 Miami, Ohio 
77 Compton, Mike = G6 09/18/70 5 West Virginia 
74 Harrison, Chris = «G63 290 02/25/72 2 Virginia 

64 Hartings, Jeff G 6-3 283 09/07/72 2 Penn State 
66 Hempstead, Hessley G 6-1 295 01/29/72 3 Kansas 

60 Pyne, Jim* G 6-2 290 11/23/71 3 Virginia Tech 
75 Ramirez, Tony T 6-6 296 01/26/73 1 Northern Colorado 
72 Roberts, Ray T 6-6 308 06/03/69 6 Virginia 

73 Roque, Juan T 6-8 333 01/06/74 1 Arizona State 
62 Semple, Tony* G 6-4 286 12/20/70 3 Memphis 

# RUNNING BACKS XP. COLLEGE 


23 Battle, Terry 02/07/76 1 Arizona State 
34 Rivers, Ron® RB 5-8 205 11/13/71 3 Fresno State 
20 Sanders, Barry RB 6-8 203 07/16/68 9 Oklahoma State 
30 Schlesinger, Cory 6-0 230 06/23/72 3 Nebraska 

44 Vardell, Tommy 02/20/69 6 Stanford 

# RECEIVERS: BORN. _ EXP. COLLEGE: 


12/21/71 
o4/e7r74 
01/23/72 
10/20/69 
10/07/71 
06/08/72 


Toledo 
Colorado 
Florida State 
Virginia 
Southern California 
New Mexico 


80 Boyd, Tommie 

81 Chryplewicz, Pete 
83 McCorvey, Kez” 
84 Moore, Herman 
87 Morton, Johnnie* 
86 Sloan, David? TE 


# DEFENSIVE LINE 


190 
254 


COLLEGE 


94 Elliss, Luther 03/22/73 3 Utah 

67 Kirschke, Travis 5 09/06/74 1 UCLA 

93 Owens, Dan* 6-3 280 03/16/67 8 Southern California 
91 Porcher, Robert © DE 6-3 283 07/30/69 6 South Carolina State 
97 Scroggins, Tracy DE 6-2 255 09/11/69 6 Tulsa 

92 Spindler, Marc* DT 65 295 11/28/69 8 Pittsburgh 

98 Thomas, Marvin DE 6-5 264 10/19/73 1 Memphis 

93 Waldroup, Kerwin 08/01/74 2 Central State (0H) 

# DEFENSIVE BACKS BORN _ EXP COLLEGE 


02/28/74 
09/03/68 
04/28/68, 
10/16/71 
01/16/74 


24 Abrams, Kevin 
35 Balley, Robert* 
27 Carrier, Mark 
25 Jettries, Greg 
38 Porter, Daryl 


Syracuse 

‘Miami (FL) 
Southern California 
Virginia 

Boston College 


28 Rice, Ron? S 6-1 206 11/09/72 Eastern Michigan 
42 Stewart, Ryan S 6-1 207 09/30/73 Georgia Tech 
92 Westbrook, Bryant CB 6-0 195 12/19/74 Texas 


# LINEBACKERS COLLEGE 
57 Aldridge, Allen? LB 05/30/72 4 Houston 

57 Boyd, Stephen® LB 08/22/72 3 Boston College 
53 Fredrickson, Rob LB 6-4 240 05/13/71 4 Michigan State 
50 Hanks, Ben LB 6-2 223 07/31/72 2 Florida 

58 Jamison, George LB 6-1 235 09/30/62 12 Cincinnati 

99 Jordan, Richard LB 6-1 265 12/01/74 1 Missouri Southern 
52 Kowalkowski, Scott LB 6-2 228 08/23/68 7 Notre Dame 

54 Russell, Matt LB 07/05/73 1 Colorado 


# KICKERS aT Wr 
4 Hanson, Jason = K 5-11 183. 06/17/70 Washington State 
18 Jett, John P 6-0 199 11/11/68 East Carolina 

“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 
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RND PICK NAME POS HT OWT BORN COLLEGE 
Fair, Terry DB Tennessee 
Crowell, Germane WR 
Batch, Charlie OB 
Alexander, Jamaal DB 
Liwienski, Chris oT 


COLLEGE 


Virginia 
E Michigan 
Southern Miss 
Indiana 
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1997 FINAL STATS 


RUSHING 
Sanders 
Rivers 
Vardell 
Mitchell 
Morton 
Schlesinger 
Reich 


Won 9, Lost 7 


Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

at Chicago 

at New Orleans 
Green Bay 

at Buffalo 

at Tampa Bay 
NY Giants 

at Green Bay 
at Washington 
Minnesota 
Indianapolis 
Chicago 

at Miami 

at Minnesota 
New York Jets 


61,244 
58,234 
59,147 
50,016 
78,110 
78,025 
72,095 
70,069 
60,126 
75,261 
68,910 
62,803 
77,904 
72,266 
60,982 
77,624 


AVG LONG TD 


6.1 
5.7 
3.8 
22 
11.0 
1.6 
1.0 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 
Moore 
Morton 
Sanders 
Sloan 
Metzelaars 
Vardell 

T. Boyd 
Milburn 
Schlesinger 
Chryplewicz 
McCorvey 
Mitchell 


5.5 82r 19 
3.9 747 15 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 
Mitchell 
Reich 
Blundin 


Team 
Opponents 


Porcher 12.5, Eliss 8.5, Scroggins 7.5, Brown 2.5, 
Abrams 2.0, Bailey 2.0, London 2.0, Bonham 1.0, 
Jamison 1.0, Jeffries 1.0, Rice 1.0, Waldroup 1.0, 


Wells 1.0 


Team 43,0, Opponents 41.0 
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Kowalkowski 


Owens 
Spindler Spindler 


Lions ON DEFENSE 


LIONS ON OFFENSE 


Roberts Pyne 
Ramirez Beverly _ 


oS OOOO 
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Street & Smith's Pro Football 


‘TOP: JOE ROBBINS BOTTOM: RIC FOGEL/SPORTFOLIO 


0 stop their downward spiral, the Bears are 
starting over. This year’s No. 1 draft choice, 
Curtis Enis, replaces 1995 No. 1 draft choice 


frik Kramer _‘Rashaan Salaam. Nobody said replacing Walter Pay- 
3,000 yards for ton would be easy, and he's been gone 10 seasons. 
the second time —_ Now if they could only replace Hall of Fame quar- 
in his career. terback Sid Luckman, who's been gone 48 years. 


Whether an embarrassing 4~12 record rep- 
resented rock bottom is the question for Dave 
Wannstedt. That he still has a job 
puts him among a select group 
of NFL coaches who have sur- 

vived five seasons with an 
overall sub-.500 record. Two 
of the coaches were Chuck 
Noll and Tom Landry, so 
Bears president Michael 
VA McCaskey has evidence 
that patience has paid off. 
What makes the Bears’ task so 
daunting is that they have four play- 
off teams ahead of them in their own 
division. The Bears are 2-10 against 
their oldest rivals since Mike Holm- 


Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 


Sacks 


= gren arrived in Green Bay, 1-9 since 
SS Wannstedt arrived in Chicago. 

= The Bears have slid because their drafts in the 
ie 1990s have produced one Pro Bow] player: 1990 No. 


1 pick Mark Carrier, who now starts for Detroit. 
Bad luck has also conspired to plague the once- 


Street & Smith’ Pro Football 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 
Total Offense 311.7 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 


Turnover Diff. 


The Bears have nowhere to go but up, and 
they think that Curtis Enis can take them there. 


proud franchise. How many teams have two run- 
ning backs (Salaam and Raymont Harris) go down 
with a broken leg? The Bears’ best player, receiver 
Curtis Conway, missed most of the season with a 
broken collarbone. 

Against this backdrop, the Bears have nowhere 
to go but up and are happy to think Enis can take 
them there. Picking fifth, the Bears clung to Enis 
and resisted trade overtures, figuring one great 
player is better than two maybe players. 


Unable to trade up to land Pey- 
ton Manning or Ryan Leaf or Andre 
Wadsworth, the Bears are content to 
go another season with Erik Kramer 
at quarterback, hoping he can have a 
year like 1995, when he threw 29 
touchdown passes. Kramer is not 
entirely convinced he has enough 
weapons around him to succeed, but 
he and Conway do connect when 
both are healthy enough to be on the 
field together. 

Last year’s acquisition of Rick 
Mirer for the No. 1 draft choice 
proved a disaster after Kramer beat 
him out. There is still hope for Mirer in some Chica- 
go circles, but they are small circles. 

Conway needs help on the other side, but Bob- 
by Engram and Chris Penn seem more suited to 
third-receiver rolls. Thomas Lewis, a former No. 1 
pick of the Giants, is a possibility. The addition of 
fourth-round tight end Alonzo Mayes could pro- 
vide the alternative target Kramer needs. But tight 
ends a position the Bears also tried to address a year 
ago with No. 2 draft pick John Allred. 


109.1 
202.6 
16.4 


305.5 
116.1 
189.4 
26.3 
13 
38 


ili) 


If Kramer only hands off to Enis, the Bears fig- 
ure to improve an offense that finished 28th in scor- 
ing. How ex-Packer Edgar Bennett, who is coming 
off an Achilles injury and sat out last season, and 
Enis fit into the same backfield is the sequel to 
Wannstedt’s dilemma of how to play Salaam and 
Harris together. The Bears added blocking back Ty 
Hallock from Jacksonville and have 34-year-old 
third-down back Ronnie Harmon. 

The offensive line is anchored by solid tackles 


The Bears need a healthy Curtis Conway in ’98. They were 
3-0 when Conway broke 100 yards receiving last year. 
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the key stats 
Free safety John Mangum led the team in tackles with a 
career-high 149. For the fourth straight season, Chicago 
broke the franchise records for pass attempts (595) and 
completions (336). Edgar Bennett led Green Bay in rush- 
ing for three straight seasons (1994-96). He has lost only 
three fumbles while handling the ball 1,178 times. 


Andy Heck and James Williams and left guard Todd Perry. 
Center and right guard are up in the air, with last year’s center, 
Chris Villarrial, a candidate to replace departed right guard 
Todd Burger if No. 3 pick Olin Kreutz can start at center. 


No. 1 draft pick Curtis Enis (left) and 
free-agent acquisition Edgar Bennett 
(above) will compete for playing 
time in Chicago’s backfield. 


Bad News, Bears 

No NEC defense gave up more points than the Bears, yet 
three of the team’s first four draft picks came on offense. Free- 
agent tackle Mike Wells is a proven run-stopper on early 
downs. He will line up beside pass rusher Jim Flanigan, with 
Paul Grasmanis in reserve. The ends are Carl Simpson, Mark 
Thomas, John Thierry, Carl Reeves, and maybe even Alon- 
zo Spellman if he can get personal problems under control 

the end of the Bryan Cox experiment as a combination 

middle linebacker / pass rusher leaves the Bears without proven 
players at either position. They plan to switch weakside backer 
Barry Minter to the middle, with Ron Cox at strong side and 
Sean Harris or Michael Lowery replacing Minter. Rookie Chris 
Draft from Stanford also could compete for playing time. 


Solid State 

If there is one area the Bears don’t need to address it is cor- 
nerback, where they believe Walt Harris and Tom Carter are 
solid starters. Marty Carter is the strong safety, and the Bears 
are hoping that second-rounder Tony Parrish can step in imme- 
diately at free safety, a demanding position for a rookie. 

Jeff Jaeger proved to be a reliable place-kicker and Todd 
Sauerbrun showed signs of vindicating his second-round 
selection as a punter. After a disastrous one-year experiment 
with Tyrone Hughes as a combination kick returner and third- 
down back, the Bears are looking for return help. 


CHICAGO BEARS 


Dave Wannstedt, Head Coach 
‘Matt Cavanaugh, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks; Bob Slowik, Defensive 
Coordinator/Nickelbacks; Tony Wise, Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line; Clarence Brooks, 
Defensive Line; Ivan Fears, Wide Receivers; Carlos Mainord, Linebackers; Joe Brodsky, 
Running Backs; Greg Schiano, Defensive Backs; Tom Rossley, Tight Ends; Keith Armstrong, 
Special Teams; Russ Riederer, Strength and Conditioning; Eric Studesville, Offensive Quality 
Control; Steve Little, Assistant Strength and Conditioning; Ron Rivera, Defensive Quality Control 
# QUARTERBACK WI BORN EXP COLLEGE 
12 Kramer, Erik* 200 11/06/64 11 North Carolina State 
13 Mirer, Rick 214 03/00/70 5 Notre Dame 
18 Stenstrom, Steve? 202 12/23/71 3. Stanford 


# OFFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
64 Heck, Andy 298 01/01/67 9 Notre Dame 

74 Herndon, Jimmy 311 08/30/73 2 Houston 

67 Huntington, Greg 302 09/22/70 5 Penn State 

75 Perry, Todd 308 11/28/70 5 Kentucky 

58 Villarrial, Chris 305 06/09/73 2 Indiana (PA) 

60 Wiegman, Casey 290 07/20/73 2 lowa 

71 Williams, James 340 03/29/68 7 Cheyney State 
66 Zandofsky, Mike 308 11/30/65 9 Washington 


# RUNNING BACKS WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
20 Allen, James 212 03/28/75 1 Oklahoma. 

21 Autry, Darnell 210 06/76 1 Northwestern 
34 Bennett, Edgar” 217 02/15/69 5 Florida State 
49 Hallock, Ty* 256 04/30/71 5 Michigan State 
22 Harmon, Ronnie 200 05/07/64 12 lowa 

29 Harris, Raymont* 225 12/23/70 4 Ohio State 

31 Salaam, Rashaan 224 10/08/74 3 Colorado 

33 Tindale, Tim* 220 04/15/71 4 Western Ontario 


# RECEIVERS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

49 Allen, Tremayne 234 08/09/74 1 Florida 

84 Allred, John 250 09/09/74 1 Southern California 
82 Bownes, Fabien 186 02/29/72 3 Western Ilinois 
80 Conway, Curtis 194 03/13/71 5 Southern California 
81 Engram, Bobby 192 01/07/73 2 Penn State 

81 Lewis, Thomas* 195 01/10/72 4 Indiana 

86 Penn, Chris 198 04/20/71 4 Tulsa 

83 Robinson, Marcus 213 02/27/75 1 South Carolina 

83. Smith, Eric 183 01/05/71 1 Louisiana State 
‘89 Wetnight, Ryan* 235 11/05/70 5 Stanford 


# DEFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

99 Flanigan, Jim* 286 08/27/71 Notre Dame 

93 Grasmanis, Paul 298 08/02/74 Notre Dame 

68 Reeves, Carl 265 12/17/71 North Carolina State 
98 Simpson, Carl 292 04/18/70 Florida State 

90 Spellman, Alonzo 292. 09/27/71 Ohio State 

91 Thierry, John 265 09/04/71 Alcorn State 

95 Thomas, Mark 275 05/06/69 North Carolina State 
97 Wells, Mike 310 01/06/71 lowa 

96 Williams, Tyrone 275 10/22/72 Wyoming 


it DEFENSIVE BACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

23 Carter, Marty 212. 12/17/69 Middle Tennessee State 
25 Carter, Tom 187 09/08/72 Notre Dame 

24 Cousin, Terry 176 03/11/75 South Carolina 

46 Forbes, Marlon 205 12/25/71 Penn State 

194 08/10/74 Mississippi State 

195 11/01/75 Kentucky 

191 05/22/70 Kansas State 

26 Mangum, John* 190 03/16/67 ‘Alabama 

23 Mathis, Dedric 196 09/26/73 Houston 


# LINEBACKERS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
59 Carter, Daryl 222 02/24/75 Wisconsin 
54 Cox, Ron 235 02/27/68 Fresno State 
55 Harris, Sean” 245 02/25/72 Arizona 

53 Lowery, Michael 224 02/14/74 Mississippi 
56 McDonald, Ricardo 248 11/08/69 Pittsburgh 
92 Minter, Barry* 242 01/28/70 Tulsa 


# KICKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

1 Jaeger, Jeff K 5-11 190 11/26/64 11 Washington 

16 Sauerbrun, Todd? P_5-10 209 01/04/73 3 West Virginia State 
“Unrestricted Free Agent, *Resricted Free Agent 


THE 1998 DRAFT 


RD_PK_NAME POS HT BORN COLLEGE 
Curtis Enis RB 6-1 240 06/15/76 Penn State 
Parrish, Tony S 5-11 205 11/23/75 Washington 
Kreutz, Olin © 6-4 290 06/09/77 Washington 
Mayes, Alonzo TE 6-6 265 06/04/75 Oklahoma State 
Draft, Chris LB 6-1 220 02/26/76 Stanford 
Mannelly, Patrick oT 285 04/18/75 Duke 
Overhauser, Chad OT 296 06/17/75 UCLA 
Moreno, Moses QB 6-2 187 09/05/75 Colorado 


48 Hiles, 
35 Johnson, Clyde 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


LEFT: SCOTT DERRICO; RIGHT: ROSS F, DETTMAN 


1998 DEPTH CHART 


1997 FINAL STATS 


Lost 12 


24-38 atGreenBay 60,766 
24-27 Minnesota 59,263 
7-32 Detroit 59,147 
3-31 atNew England 59,873 
3-27 at Dallas 64,082 
17-20 NewOrleans 58,865 
23-24 Green Bay 62,212 
36-33 or at Miami 73,156 
8-31 Washington ‘53,032 
22-29  atMinnesota 63,443 
15-23 NewYork Jets 45,642 
13-7 Tampa Bay 43,955 
20-55 at Detroit 77,904 
20-3 Buffalo 39,784 
13-10 at St. Louis 66,030 
15-31 at Tampa Bay 


LONG TD 


Ton Carter BEARS ON DEFENSE 


Harmon Tor 
Harmon cit 


BEARS ON OFFENSE 
Sauerbrun 


Stenstrom i Heck Kroutz Williams 
Hughes 7 Herndon Wiegman Herndon 


Pon © OO8OOO 
Team . Engram Villarrial Wetnight 
Opponents . Penn Huntington Huntington. Mayes 


RECEIVING Conway 
Proehl 5. 

Penn 

Wetnight 

Engram 

Conway 

R. Harris 

Ton. Carter 

Harmon tor . Hallock 

Harmon cH . Tindale Bennett 


Stenstrom j Allred 1 Allred 
Conway Wiegman Wiegman 
Team 


Opponents Sauerbrun 
Stenstrom 


Flanigan 6.0, Minter 6.0, B. Cox 5.0, Simpson 4.5, ) Jaeger e Sauerbrun 


Thomas 4.5, Marshall Chi. 3.0, Thierry 3.0, 
Spellman 2.0, M. Carter 1.0, R. Cox 1.0, 
Mangum 1.0, Grasmanis 0.5, Reeves 0.5 


Team 38.0, Opponents 43.0 
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Predicted order 
of finish 
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fF WEST 


San Francisco appears ready for one last 
Super Bowl with Steve Young and Jerry Rice. 


by Don Pierson Chicago Tribune 


cisco 49ers dominate the NFC West any more 

than they did last year without the greatest 
receiver in football? Winning 13 of 16 games during 
the season and sweeping their division rivals is clear 
evidence of a lack of parity in the West. 

If anybody is ready to catch Steve Young and 
the league’s No, 1 defense in this division, it is prob- 
ably the Carolina Panthers. From a 7-9 record in 
their inaugural season, the Panthers improved to 
13-5 in 1996 and an appearance in the conference 
title game. But internal problems, injuries, and age 
caused Carolina to slip back to 7-9 a year ago. The 
Panthers are overhauling their defense this season, 
at a considerable price. 


3 erry Rice is back, but how could the San Fran- 


TOP PLAYERS 


Offense: 
Terrell Owens, San Francisco 49ers 


Defense: 
Keith Lyle, St. Louis Rams 


Newcomer: 
Doug Evans, Carolina Panthers 


San Francisco 
49ers 

Losing the defensive player 
of the year, tackle Dana Stub- 
blefield, to the Washington Red- 
skins does not improve the 
league’s No. 1 defense, but nei- 
ther does it devastate it. The 49ers signed defen- 
sive starters Gabe Wilkins from the Green Bay 
Packers, Winfred Tubbs from the New Orleans 
Saints, and Antonio Langham from the Baltimore 
Ravens, and the addition of little cornerback R.W. 
McQuarters in the first round of the draft gives 
them options in the secondary and the return game 
that excite the coaching staff. 

In the absence of Rice, receivers Terrell Owens 
and JJ. Stokes stepped up their production, In run- 
ning back Garrison Hearst the 49ers finally found a 
replacement for the long-departed Ricky Watters. 
Protection for Young, however, remains a concern. 
And losing fullback William Floyd to Carolina is a 
blow. But the 49ers appear ready for one last shot at 
the Super Bowl with Young and Rice. A soft sched- 
ule presents them with the opportunity for home- 
field advantage throughout the playoffs. 


Carolina Panthers 

The Panthers are gambling $47 million on Sean 
Gilbert, a defensive tackle who has yet to live up 
to his billing, either in St. Louis or Washington. 
They are also banking on a return to form by pass 
rusher Kevin Greene (remember him?), who 
rejoined them from San Francisco. Adding corner- 
back Doug, Evans from Green Bay gives coach Dom 
Capers yet another starter from a contender. 

The concern in Carolina is quarterback Kerry 


Collins and his ability to improve the league's No. 
26 offense. This is a big year for Collins to prove that 
last season’s on- and off-field problems were a fluke. 


Atlanta Falcons 

After winning six of their last eight games, 
the Falcons have teased what's left of the faithful 
fans of Georgia. Drafting Georgia Tech linebacker 
Keith Brooking, a hometown hero, should help 
sell a few tickets as well as bulk up an improving 
defense that also gained crafty free safety Eugene 
Robinson from Green Bay. 

Losing top receiver Bert Emanuel to the Tam- 
pa Bay Buccaneers is not good news for quarter- 
back Chris Chandler, whose 
health is an annual concern. 
Byron Hanspard could make a 
difference at running back. 


New Orleans Saints 

Mike Ditka promises to be 
his old self in demanding all-out 
effort. No more Mr. Nice Guy 
after a year trying to remold his image. How the 
Saints won six games last season remains a mys- 
tery to anyone who saw the NFL's worst offense 
struggle. How the defense ranked fourth with so 
little offensive help is a bigger mystery. 

But who will play quarterback for Ditka is the 
biggest mystery of all. No doubt a committee of 
Billy Joe Hobert, Heath Shuler, and Danny Wuerf- 
fel will provide the answer. Ditka is revamping 
his offensive line, and he hopes ex-Seattle Sea- 
hawk Lamar Smith can help provide the answer 
at running back. 


St. Louis Rams 

The Rams have the potential to be a whole lot 
better than last year because they have good young, 
players. How good and how young is the question. 
Quarterback Tony Banks is a key in his third year as 
a starter, The Rams still have to develop a running 
game after the Lawrence Phillips fiasco. A lot 
depends on rookie Robert Holcombe. 

Coach Dick Vermeil ended a 14-year retirement 
last season to take the reins in St. Louis, which fin- 
ished with a disappointing 5-11 mark. Still, a lot of 
teams envy Vermeil’s nucleus of talent, which 
includes offensive tackle Orlando Pace (the No. 1 
selection in the 1997 NFL draft), wide receivers Isaac 
Bruce and Eddie Kennison, defensive end Kevin 
Carter, and free safety Keith Lyle. 
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The 49ers will waltz to the Super Bowl 
thanks to home-field advantage in the playoffs. 


i 


oing 13-3 without Jerry Rice was an 
accomplishment the 49ers can explain only 
one way: their address in the NFC West. If 
a team can lose its best player and still sweep its 


Ahealthy Jerry _ division rivals, clear evidence of a gap exists. The 
nice Cae to 49ers didn’t have a healthy Bryant Young all last 
the Super Bowl, season and still wound up with the No. 1 defense 


and the No. 1 defensive player, Dana Stubblefield. 


The 49ers lost Rice and found 
y Terrell Owens and J.J. 
Stokes. In Garrison 
Hearst, they finally have 
a presentable substitute for 
Ricky Watters. In the interest 

of competitive balance, they 
lost Stubblefield to Washington, 


ry was two yards short of usual, indicating an agree- 
ment to get down rather than get downfield. 

The addition of backup quarterback Ty Det- 
mer gives the 49ers such a knowledgeable and tal- 
ented player that Young is liable to return to his 
more reckless running style. Detmer’s presence 
could stall the development of second-year prospect 
Jim Druckenmiller. The 49ers also picked up Flori- 
da State free agent Thad Busby. 


Rice ripped up a knee, then broke 
the kneecap in his hasty return. He 
} turns 36 two days after Young turns ] 
37, another sign that the two are joined 
at the hip. Without Rice, Owens (60 
catches) and Stokes (58) stepped up 
big, They create many possibilities for 


Punt Returns 
Kict 


cornerback Tyronne Drakeford to 
New Orleans, fullback William Floyd 
and pass rusher Kevin Greene to 
Carolina, and tight end Brent Jones 
to retirement. But Rice is back and 


} the offense, Theanyi Uwaezuoke 
showed signs of development. 

Jones was a favorite target of 
F Young's throughout the years. Greg 


cick Returns 

- Total Defense 

\gainst Rush 
Against Pass 
| Pts Allowed 


Me actntnt 


BOTTOM L TO R: DAVID GREENEJACTIVE IMAGES INC... TOMASSO DEROSA,, ROSS F. DETTMAN 


TOP: MARK LANGELLO/SPORTFOUO, 


Ce” 


the 49ers added a few new starters: 
middle linebacker Winfred Tubbs 
from New Orleans, defensive end 
Gabe Wilkins from Green Bay, and 
cornerback Antonio Langham from Baltimore. 
Coach Steve Mariucci fell two goals short of a 
sweep as a rookie: beating Green Bay and winning 
the Super Bowl. The 49ers get another chance to 
— catch the Packers November 1 in Lambeau, but the 
49ers play such an easy schedule that they are like- 
ly to waltz to home-field advantage regardless 


Wabconers sat of whether they win in Green Bay. 

Winfred Tubbs 

(below, center) 

Joins Chris Steve Young is coming off one of his best and 
Dolemen (left) healthiest seasons. He adjusted his hell-bent style 
ne real 1) on _ jist enough to stay in the lineup. While his 50 rush- 


the 49er defense, ¢S Were about his norm, his 4.0-yard average per car- 


iecaliianaataniamciiniinadomeeniansoens 


F Interceptions 
‘Sacks 


_Tumover Diff 


Clark will be joined by Irv Smith 
from New Orleans, but if Jones is 
missed the way Troy Aikman missed 
Jay Novacek in Dallas, watch out. 

Hearst gave the 49ers 1,000 yards 
before breaking his collarbone. He wasn’t the same 
when he tried to return in the playoffs. Terry Kir- 
by is gone along with Floyd, leaving a shaky back- 
field situation. Return specialist Chuck Levy is 
Hearst's backup and untested second-year fullback 
Marc Edwards must replace Floyd. 


The retirement of right tackle Kirk Scrafford 
could prove the most damaging loss of all. A 
bulging disc problem in his neck hastened Scraf- 
ford’s exit after he established himself as the 49ers’ 
best lineman. His loss forced the 49ers to trade for 
backup Jamie Brown of Denver, who will play left 


SAN FRANCISCO 4SERS 


Steve Mariucci, Head Coach 
‘Marty Momhinweg, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks; John Marshall, Defensive Coordinator; 
Jerry Attaway, Physical Development; Michael Bames, Strength Development; 
‘Dwaine Board, Defensive Line; Jaime Hil, Defensive Quality Control; Larry Kirksey, Wide 
Receivers; Greg Knapp, Offensive Assistant; Bobb McKittrick, Offensive Line; Bill McPherson, 
[Defensive Assistant; Patrick Morris, Tight Ends; Jim Mora Jr, Defensive Backs; Patrick Morris, 


the key stats 
o won his sixth passing title in seven years with 
a QB rating of 104.7, his fifth rating of 100 or higher. Joe 
Montana is the only other QB to achieve a rating of 100 more 
than once (3 times). Over the last four seasons, Tight Ends; Tom Rathman, Running Backs; Richard Smith, Linebackers; George Stewart, 
ranks second in the league with 22 INTs (Aeneas Williams, Special Teams; Andy Sugarman, Offensive Qualty Control 
27). The 49ers did not allow a 100-yard rusher last year. F __# QUARTERBACK 


7 Busby, Thad 11/25/74 Florida State 
14 Detmer, Ty* 6-0 194 10/30/67 5 Brigham Young 
14 Druckenmiller, Jim QB 6-4 223 09/19/72 1 Virginia Tech 
8 Young, Steve 10/11/61 Brigham Young 


#t_ OFFENSIVE LINE 
70 Brown, Jamie® 
65 Brown, Ray 

67 Dalman, Chris 

63 Deese, Derrick 
68 Fiore, Dave 

66 Gogan, Kevin 


04/24/72 3 Florida A&M 
6-5 315 12/12/62 12 Arkansas State 
6-3 285 03/15/70 5 Stanford 
05/17/70 4 Southern California 
6-4 275 08/10/74 1 Hofstra 

6-7 325 11/02/64 11 Washington 
75 Pollack, Frank 6-5 285 11/05/67 8 Northern Arizona 
60 Rudolph, Joe 6-2 290 07/21/72 3 Wisconsin 

# RUNNING BACKS COLLEGE 
44 Edwards, Marc 6-0 237 11/17/74 1 Notre Dame 
20 Hearst, Garrison 5-11 218 01/04/71 5 Georgia 
32 Levy, Chuck -( ovo7/72 4 Arizona 


eAman4ces 
<f 
a 


2 COLLEGE 
| 85 Clark, Greg J. TE 6-4 262 04/07/72 1 Stanford 
88 Harris, Mark WR 6-3 195 04/28/70 2 Stanford 
81 Owens, Terrell © WR 6-2 213 12/07/73 2 Tennessee-Chattanooga 
80 Rice, Jerry WR 6-2 200 10/13/62 13 Mississippi Valley State 
82 Smith, Irvt TE 6-3 246 10/19/71 5 Notre Dame 
Garrison Hearst gave Steve Young and the 49ers a 1,000-yard 83 Stokes, JJ, WR 6-4 217 10/06/72 3 UCLA 
rusher for the first time since Ricky Watters in 1992. 89 Uwaezuoke, theanyi WR 6-2 195 07/24/73 2 California 


DEFENSIVE LINE 
} 92 Barker, Roy 02/14/69 6 North Carolina 
90 Bryant, Junior DE 6-4 275 01/16/71 3 Notre Dame 
56 Doleman, Chris DE 6-5 275 10/16/61 13 Pittsburgh 
96 Price, Daryl DE 6-3 274 10/23/72 2 
71 Reese, Albert DT 6-6 275 04/29/73 1 Grambling 
93 Thornton, Carlos DT 6-3 266 04/23/74 1 Alcorn State 
98 Wilkins, Gabe* DE 6-5 305 09/01/71 4 Gardner-Webb 
4 
Xt 


tackle and allow Derrick Deese to move to right tackle, Frank 
Pollack is a backup tackle and the 49ers drafted center Jeremy 
Newberry, tackle Chris Ruhman, and guard Phil Ostrowski. 
Newberry will back up Chris Dalman and Jesse Sapolu at cen- 
ter between guards Ray Brown and Kevin Gogan. Harris Bar- 
ton could return from a year on injured reserve (knee) to pro- 
vide much-needed depth at guard and tackle. 

The 49ers signed Wilkins to a much bigger contract ($20 
million) than the Packers thought he was worth. Wilkins then 
showed up with significant aftereffects from the knee injury 
that sidelined him early in the Super Bowl. So worried were 
the 49ers that the future of last year’s starting right end, Chris 
Doleman, was put on hold. B23 Pope, Marquez CB -§-11 193 10/29/70 Fresno State 

To replace Stubblefield, the 49ers expect Junior Bryant to § %8 Walker, Damell CB 5-8 168 01/17/70 5 _ Oklahoma 
team with a healthy Bryant Young, although neither weighs #MiEANITEZUIGiS ater 
more than 280, unusually light these days. Roy Barker missed 9 A Piel tees eta cae 
three games with calf injuries, but is an anchor on the left side. 57 peterson, anthony LB 6-1 223 01/23/72 4 Notre Dame 

Tubbs, coming off his best year in New Orleans, replaces 52 Schwantz, Jim LB 6-2 240 01/23/70 6 Purdue 
Gary Plummer at inside linebacker next to Ken Norton Jr. Lee 


54 Tubbs, Winfred* LB 6-4 250 09/24/70 4 Texas 
Woodall is the left linebacker. James Williams, Jim Schwantz, 53 Williams, James* LB 6-0 240 10/10/68 8 Mississippi State 
and Vernon Strickland are backups. 


Colorado 


97 Young, Bryant OT 6-2 276 01/27/72 Notre Dame 
it_ DEFENSIVE BACKS 
31 Bronson, Zack S 6-0 200 01/28/74 1 

28 Buckley, Curtis - S_-5-10 190 09/25/70 5 East Texas State 
36 Hanks, Merton S 6-2 185 03/12/68 7 lowa 
38 Langham, Antonio* CB 6-0 180 07/31/72 4 Alabama 
s hy 
6 
5 


McNeese State 


46 McDonald, Tim 6-2 215 01/06/65 11 Southern California 


54 Woodall, Lee LB 6-0 220 10/31/69 4 West Chester 

# KICKERS 

1 Becksvoort, John = -K 197 02/26/73 0 Tennessee 

3 Thompson, Tommy? P 5-10 192 04/27/72 3 Oregon 
“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 


ting 
The drafting of R.W. McQuarters of Oklahoma State in § 
the first round filled a need in the secondary, It lost Drakeford 


and Rod Woodson this year, so Langham and Marquez Pope THE 1998 DRAFT 
will start unless McQuarters is so good that Pope can move 4 : 


inside, where strong safety Tim McDonald and free safety 9] McQuarters, R.W. 5-11 195 12/21/1976 Oklahoma State 
Merton Hanks remain a productive but overworked tandem. 94 Newberry, Jeremy. 6-5 305 03/23/1976 California 
McQuarters also will challenge Levy as a kick returner. 9 uit ce SS ee ete SU SAT enee GEM 
1 aThiasacn ie ter and John Becksvoort is the ile Schulters, Lance 6-2 185 05/27/1975 Hotstra 
Soa Sto ee etncer ae ba apraraebanit 5 151. Ostrowski, Phil 6-4 278 09/23/1975 Penn State 
leading candidate to replace Gary Anderson at place-kicker. JANE EE SRM oA De ICATERTATUNIES 
» : 7 Thelwell, Ryan 6-2 200 04/06/1973 Minnesota 
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MIKE ELIASON 


13937 FINAL STATS 


Won 13, Lost 3 


at Tampa Bay 
at St. Louis 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 

at Carolina 

St. Louis 

at Atlanta 

at New Orleans 
Dallas 

at Philadelphia 
Carolina 

San Diego 

at Kansas City 
Minnesota 
Denver 

at Seattle 


iS = =e 2 2S = S'S: 25) S)- 


62,554 
64,630 
61,838 
60,404 
70,972 
63,825 
53,378 
60,443 
68,657 
67,133 
61,500 
61,195 
77,535 
55,761 
68,461 
66,253 


RUSHING . YDS AVG LONG TD 


Hearst 

Kirby 

Floyd 

S. Young 

Levy 
Edwards 
Brohm 
Druckenmiller 
Rice 


Team 
Opponents 


RECEIVING 
Owens 
Stokes 
Floyd 
Jones 
Kirby 
Hearst 
Uwaezuoke 
Clark 

Rice 
Edwards 
Fann 

Levy 

Harris 


Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 

‘S. Young 
Druckenmiller 
Brohm 


Team 
Opponents 


Stubblefield 15.0, Doleman 12.0, Greene 10.5, 
Barker 5.5, B. Young 4.0, Bryant 2.5, Norton 1.5, 


Maxie 1.0, Walker 1.0, Washington 1.0 


Team 54.0, Opponents 44.0 
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1998 DEPTH CHART 


43SERS ON DEFENSE 


4SERS ON OFFENSE 


aoe Brown Dalman Deeso 
Sapolu Pollack 


© ©0800 


Stokes R. Brown Gogan 
Uwaezuoke Rudolph Rudolph a 


i) es 


Young 
Detmer 
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CAROLINA PARRTHERS 


fter watching an expansion team do noth- 

ing but soar for two years, the NFL now 

gets to see how one bounces. The Panthers 

finally got their feet on the ground in their third sea- 
son, but it was head over heels. 

From an amazing 13-5 and an NFC title-game 

appearance in only their second year, the Panthers 

slid to 7-9 last season. Bickering, age, and injury 


Wesley Walls shook the confidence of the young franchise. 
the NFC among 

tight ends wih Comings and Goings 

58 catches for a The Panthers enter 1998 with more 
Wane ae ee questions than they had in 1997. Gen- 


eral manager Bill Polian left to take over 
Indianapolis. Coach Dom Capers is 
revamping his defense. Quarterback 
Kerry Collins is facing a crisis. Line- 
k backer Sam Mills and nose tackle 
Naa _ Greg Kragen retired. 
Kevin Greene, how- 
ever, is back. After play- 
ing last season for the 
archrival 49ers following 
an ugly contract dispute 
with Polian, Greene has 
returned to help jump- 
start a defense that 
gave up a touchdown a game more 
last year than it did the year before. 


Total Offense 


Scoring 


Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 
Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


/f Expensive Overhaul 
The Panthers dropped from 
eighth to 22nd in stopping the run, 
which neutralized Capers’ zone blitzes. 
The line has been overhauled at a con- 
siderable price. The Panthers pledged 
a whopping $46.9 million over sev- 
en years to lure big Sean Gilbert 
back to football. He sat out last 
season when he deemed a $4 mil- 
lion-a-year offer by the Redskins 

not worth his while. 

Knowing Gilbert can’t do it alone despite 
the huge chunk from the payroll, the Panthers 
spent their first three draft picks on defensive 
linemen: Nebraska’s Jason Peter, LSU’s Chuck 
Wiley, and Penn's Mitch Marrow. Peter could 
step in immediately at left end and allow Les 
Miller to compete with Wiley and Marrow at 
nose tackle. Veteran Mike Fox is still around, 
as is Shawn King, but this is the beginning of 


{ _” anew era. 
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the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Inside Out 

If Greene can contribute as an outside linebacker 
at age 36, he will allow Micheal Barrow to move 
inside, where he is more effective, and replace Mills. 
Barrow had 8.5 sacks last year to lead the Panthers. 
Lamar Lathon, who saw his sack output drop from 
13.5 in 1996 to two, should likewise welcome the 
return of Greene. The departure of Andre Royal 
leaves the Panthers without either of their inside 
starters, so free agent Jeff Brady figures as the 
replacement alongside Barrow. 

In the secondary, the signing of 
Green Bay free-agent cornerback Doug 
Evans gives the Panthers two out- 
standing starters. The 6-1 Evans replaces 
the 5-9 Tyrone Poole alongside the 5-11 
Davis to better fend against San Fran- 
cisco’s bigger receivers. The $22.5 mil- 
lion, five-year contract that includes a 
$75 million signing bonus for Evans 
indicated that the young Panthers are 
not yet experiencing salary-cap prob- 
lems. Strong safety Chad Cota left for 
New Orleans, meaning free safety Mike 
Minter will move to strong safety and 
ex-Cardinal Brent Alexander will play 
free safety. If all the planned position 
changes occur, only Lathon and Davis will stay in the 
same places. 


The Panthers strengthened the middle of their defense 
when they acquired tackle Sean Gilbert from Washington. 


287.8 


9 
3 
5 
g 
a 
8 
Z 
5 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: AL MESSERSCHMIDT; SCOTT D'ERRICO 


the key stats 
Michael Bates is the first player since 1962-63 (Abe Wood- 
son, 49ers) to lead the NFL in kickoff returns (27.3 yards) 
in consecutive seasons. Rae Carruth led the Panther wide 
receivers and all NFC rookie receivers with 44 catches for 


545 yards. Fred Lane finished second to Warrick Dunn (978 
yards) for the NFC rookie rushing title with 809 yards. 


Carolina raided division-rival San 
Francisco for help on both sides of 
the ball, signing LB Kevin Greene 

(left) and FB William Floyd (above). 


On offense, Collins remains the key. His league-high 21 inter- 
ceptions, a broken jaw, and a racially insensitive remark combined 
for a disastrous third season. The Panthers got him some help in 
the huddle and on the sidelines in new offensive coordinator Gil 
Haskell from Green Bay. Fortunately, the Panthers do still have 
reliable backup Steve Beuerlein in case Collins doesn’t rebound. 

Fullback William Floyd arrives from San Francisco as a fiery 
type who incited emotions when he played against the Panthers. 
He will provide a welcome complement to Tim Biakabutuka, 
Anthony Johnson, and last year’s rookie find, Fred Lane. The 
jury remains out on Biakabutuka after a rookie injury in 1996. 


‘Tight end Wesley Walls remains the best receiver on the team. 
The Panthers hope Muhsin Muhammad can shake a two-year 
injury jinx and become a big-play wide receiver opposite second- 
year starter Rae Carruth. The return of Mark Carrier gives them 
a reliable third receiver and fourth-round pick Donald Hayes 
from Wisconsin is a large target with big possibilities. Rocket 
Ismail remains a maybe in this mix. 

The addition of Buffalo guard Corbin Lacina and the reten- 
tion of free agent Matt Campbell give the Panthers options on 
the offensive line. Lacina could take Campbell's spot at left guard, 
allowing Campbell to challenge Blake Brockermeyer at left tack- 
le. Losing versatile Matt Elliott to Atlanta reduces the flexibility, 
but center Frank Garcia and right guard Greg Skrepenak start- 
ed every game and right tackle Norberto Davidds-Garrido 
missed only the final start. 

John Kasay and Ken Walter provide the kicking and Michael 
Bates is back as a $1.25 million kick-return specialist. 
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7 Beuerlein, Steve OB 
12 Collins, Kerry 0B 
9 Matthews, Shane* QB 


78 Brockermeyer, Blake T 
66 Campbell, Matthew* G 
76 Davidds-Garrido, NT 
65 Garcia, Frank? 

60 Greeley, Paul 

64 Lacina, Corbin* 

63 Rodenhauser, Mark* 
75 Skrepenak, Greg 

70 Stewart, Todd 

73 Wilson, Jamie 


44eance 


21 Biakabutuka,Tim RB 
40 Floyd,Wiliam* = FB 


43 Greene, Scott FB 
23 Johnson, Anthony RB 
32 Lane, Fred RB 


20 Oliver, Winslow RB 


82 Bates, Michael" WR 
88 Broughton, Luther TE 
83 Carrier, Mark* WR 
89 Carruth, Rae wr 
81 Ismail, Raghib* WR 
86 Mangum, Kris TE 
87 Muhammad, Muhsin WR 
80 Stone, Dwight” WR 
85 Walls, Wesley TE 


93 Fox, Mike DE 


94 Gilbert, Sean* DE 
96 king, Shawn DE 
69 Miller, Les DE 
95 Morabito,Tim NT 
98 Sasa, Don oT 


46 Alexander, Brent* —S 


41 Cook, Toi cB 
25 Davis, Eric cB 
33 Evans, Doug* CB 
30 Minter, Mike s 
27 Pieri, Damon? s 
38 Poole, Tyrone cB 
39 Richardson, Damien $ 
31 Smith, Rod cB 


37 Wheeler, Leonard* CB 


54 Bailey, Carlton* LB 
56 Barrow, Micheal LB 
52 Brady, Jeff LB 
59 Dixon,Emest* LB 
55 Gaskins, Percell LB 
91 Greene, Kevin 1B 
57 Lathon, Lamar LB 
92 Saleh, Tarek LB 
50 Tatum, kinnon LB 


4 Kasay, John K 
13 Walter, Ken P 


Dom Capers, Head Coach 
Vic Fangio, Defensive Coordinator; Gil Haskell, Offensive Coordinator; Don Breaux, 
Tight Ends; Billy Davis, Outside Linebackers; Ted Gill, Defensive Line; Chick Harris, Running 
Backs; Brett Maxie, Defensive Assistant; Jim McNally, Offensive Line; Chip Morton, Strength 
‘and Conditioning; Brad Seely, Special Teams; John Shoop, Quarterbacks; Steve Shafer, 
Defensive Backs; Kevin Steele, Linebackers; Richard Williamson, Wide Receivers 


6-3 
6-5 
63 


6-4 
6-4 
6-5 
6-2 
6-2 
6-4 
6-5 
6-7 
6-6 
6-41 


6-0 
6-41 
5-10 
6-0 
5-10 
5-7 


5-10 
6-1 
6-0 
St 
5-11 
6-4 
6-2 
6-0 
6-5 


6-8 
6-5 
6-3 
6-7 
6-3 
6-2 


5-10 
5-11 
5-11 
64 
5-10 
6-0 
5-9 
6-2 
5-11 
6-0 


6-3 
6-2 
64 
64 
6-0 
63 
6-3 
64 
6-0 


5-10 
64 


185 


210 
187 


242 
236 


240 
225 
247 
260 
240 
224 


198 
195 


03/07/65 
12/30/72 
06/01/70 


04/11/73 
o7n4i72 
10/04/72 
01/28/72 
07/30/72 
11/02/70 
06/01/61 
01/31/70 
09/30/74 
06/06/73 


01/24/74 
02/17/72 
06/01/72 
10/25/67 
09/06/75 
03/03/73, 


12/19/69 
11/30/74 
10/28/65 
01/20/74 
11/18/69 
08/15/73, 
05/05/73, 
01/28/64 
02/26/66 


08/05/67 
04/10/70 
06/24/72 
03/01/65 
10/12/73, 
09/16/72 


o7nori 
12/03/64 
01/26/68 
05/13/70 
01/15/74 
09/25/70 
02/03/72 
04/03/76 
03/12/70 
01/15/69 


12/15/64 
04/19/70 
11/09/68 
10/17/71 
04/25/72 
07/31/62 
12/23/67 
1107/74 
o7/A9/75 


10/27/69 
08/15/72 


10 


3 
1 


aaetnwasad 


7 
1 


Notre Dame 
Penn State 
Florida 


Texas 
South Carolina 
Southern California 
Washington 

Penn State 
‘Augustana (SD) 
Mlinois State 
Michigan 
California 

Marshall 


Michigan 
Florida State 
Michigan State 
Notre Dame 
Lane 

New Mexico 


‘Arizona 

Furman 

Nicholls State 

Colorado 

Notre Dame 
Mississippi 

Michigan State 

Middle Tennessee State 
Mississippi 


West Virginia 
Pittsburgh 
Northeast Louisiana 
Fort Hays State 
Boston College 
Washington State 


Tennessee State 
Stanford 
Jacksonville State 
Louisiana Tech 
Nebraska 

San Diego State 
Fort Valley State 
Arizona State 
Notre Dame 

Troy State 


North Carolina 
Miami (FL) 
Kentucky 
South Carolina 
Kansas State 
Auburn 
Houston 
Wisconsin 
Notre Dame 


Georgia 
Kent State 


“Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 


RND PICK NAME 


POS HT WT 


BORN COLLEGE 


157 


19398 DEPTH CHART 
1397 FINAL STATS 


Won 7, Lost 9 


Washington 72,633 
at Atlanta 51,829 
at San Diego 63,149 
Kansas City 67,402 
San Francisco 70,972 
at Minnesota 62,625 
at New Orleans 50,963 
Atlanta 54,675 
Oakland 71,064 
at Denver 71,408 
atSan Francisco 61,500 
at St. Louis 64,609 
New Orleans 57,957 
at Dallas 63,251 
Green Bay 70,887 
St. Louis 58,101 


reer erreeerrr ser 


RUSHING NO. YDS AVG LONG TD 

Lane 

Johnson 

Biakabutuka 

S. Greene 

Collins 

Beuerlein . 

Ismail K Brockermyer Garela Davidds-Garrido 
Carruth 3. Campbell Greeley Stewart 


ort 8 GOoHOGOO 
Lacina Stewart Mangum 
Carruth 


RECEIVING Ismail 
Walls : 6 Collins 
Carruth .! Beuerlein 
S. Greene 

Ismail 

Carrier 

Muhammad 

Johnson 

E. Mills 

Lane 

Oliver 

Mangum 

Rasby 


Team 
Opponents . Bat Pool 
Oli 
PASSING iver (Pn) Oliver 
Collins Te em 
‘ ¥ 


Beuerlein 
Rodenhauser Rodonhausor 
Garcia 


Team 
Opponents 


Team 
Opponents 


Barrow 8.5, Miller 5.5, Royal 5.0, Minter 4.0, Beuerlein 


King 2.0, Kragen 2.0, Lathon 2.0, Cook 1.0, () Kasay Cr) Walter 
Cota 1.0, Poole 1.0, Seals 1.0, Turnbull 1.0, 
Raybon 0.5, Saleh 0.5 


Team 36.0, Opponents 44.0 


158 Street & Smith's Pro Football 


f momentum carries over, watch out for the 


Jamal Anderson Falcons. In his first season in Atlanta, coach 
became the first DanR fhis last eight te 
Falcon ainod an Reeves won six of his last eight games to 
1985-86 to rush salvage an 0-5 start and provide hope for 1998. 
for 1,000 yards Over the last 11 weeks, the Falcons beat St. Louis 
in back-to-back twice and New Orleans twice, establishing their 
seasons, 


place in the middle of the NEC West. Now that 
» they know they can compete, the Falcons are 
3 ready for step 2 of their rebuilding plan. 


The question is: 
How much improve- 
ment did the Falcons 
make during the off- 
season? Losing top 
receiver Bert Emanuel 
to Tampa Bay in free 
agency doesn’t appear 
to be the best way 9 
improve the league's No. 22 
passing offense. Acquiring 
35-year-old safety Eugene 
Robinson from Green Bay is 
only a start toward improv- 
ing the No. 20 pass defense. 
Nobody gave up more points in 
the NFC West than the Falcons, too much of a bur- 
den on an offense that did finish second to the 49ers 
in scoring among division rivals. 

Drafting Georgia Tech linebacker Keith Brook- 
ing was a popular move for a team struggling for 
fan support in the Georgia Dome. Brooking fits 
more than one need, on and off the field. 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 

Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 
Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Diff. 


TOP: JOE ROBBINS, BOTTOM: TOMASSO DEROSA/TDS! 


area 


Se i 
“Wy << 


Ly 


s. 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


ATLANTA PRLCONS 


Now that it knows it can compete, Atlanta 
is ready for step 2 of its rebuilding plan. 


Reeves’s main contribution was weaning the 
team off the ill-fated run-and-shoot and returning 
to a more conventional attack. The key is quarter- 
back Chris Chandler, who has developed into one 
of the league’s best when healthy. Unfortunately, 
at age 32, he has not shaken the injury jinx. 

Although Chandler finished second to San 
Francisco's Steve Young in pass-efficiency rating, 
he missed all or parts of six games with injuries. 
The Falcons were 0-6 in those games, making 
Chandler a no-brainer MVP. Sacked 
39 times, Chandler obviously needs 
help staying healthy, but he has 
turned into a productive quarterback 
with his sixth team. 

Inside the 20-yard line, Chandler 
threw 13 touchdown passes and zero 
interceptions for a league-high red- 
zone efficiency rating. Getting a reli- 
able veteran backup for Chandler 
was an off-season priority, and Mark 
Rypien from St. Louis was the result. 


294.8 
102.7 
192.1 

20.0 


9.3 
23.5 


Upgrading the blocking was 
another priority. Buffalo's Corey 
Louchiey is the possible answer at right tackle 
unless No, 2 draft pick Bob Hallen can play there. 
The Falcons missed out on an attempt to trade up 
for a top tackle in the second round of the draft. 
Hallen is more of a center and could contribute 
there, although Robbie Tobeck, Calvin Collins, 
Adam Schreiber, Dave Widell, and Carolina addi- 
tion Matt Elliott also figure at center. Collins, Elliott, 
and Gene Williams are fighting for guard positions. 
Left tackle Bob Whitfield is the only solid starter 
on the line. 

Reeves thinks third-round pick Jammi Ger- 
man can replace Emanuel at receiver, but German 
hasn’t played since 1995 because of a knee injury 
and a suspension for dealing with an agent. He 
was also charged with assault and burglary in a 
fight with a track athlete, so he has groundwork 
to do before Atlanta fans warm up to him. 

Terance Mathis nearly matched Emanuel’s 
output last season, but the Falcons are short of tar- 
gets, with Keith Crawford, Mercury Hayes, and 
Todd Kinchen competing for jobs. Second-year 


Jessie Tuggle led the Falcons in tackles (123) for the 
ninth straight year, earning his fourth Pro Bowl selection. 


the key stats 
Atlanta’s punt coverage led the NFL in fewest return yards 
allowed (2.6) and its kickoff coverage ranked second. 
Atlanta ran the ball 113 times more in 1997 than in '96. 
had 1,375 all-purpose yards and aver- 
aged 6.3 yards per rush. threw 13 touch- 
downs and no interceptions in the red zone. 


tight end O,J. Santiago looks like he will be a much bigger 
factor than he was as a rookie. 

Running back Jamal Anderson will be pushed for a start- 
ing job by second-year kickoff specialist Byron Hanspard, 


Chris Chandler (left), the NFL's: 

No. 2-rated passer, will rely more on 
wide receiver Terance Mathis (above) 
now that Bert Emanuel is gone. 


with Harold Green a productive third-down back and regu- 
lar backup. Bob Christian is the fullback. 


Robinson, is the league’s leading active interceptor. His 
presence allows the Falcons to switch Devin Bush to strong 
safety, where he will compete with William White. Cornerback 
Randy Fuller from Pittsburgh provides depth behind Ray 
Buchanan and Ronnie Bradford. Last year’s No. 1 pic! 
Michael Booker, started only three games. 

Brooking likely will replace strongside linebacker Henri 
Crockett, even though Brooking is more suited to the weak 
side. That position is manned by Cornelius Bennett. The mid- 
dle spot is still held by the productive Jessie Tuggle. 

The Falcons will replace tackle Dan Owens with Shane 
Dronett, although they would love to see some life from 
Nathan Davis, who didn’t play much asa rookie. Tackle Travis 
Hall remains. Ends Lester Archambeau and Chuck Smith 
combined for 20.5 sacks on a defense that jumped from 29th 
to 20th and gave up 100 fewer points than it did in 1996. 


In Dan Stryzinski and Morten Andersen, the Falcons 
have two of the best kickers in the business. Hanspard had 
two kickoff returns of more than 90 yards. The Falcons expect 
fourth-round draft choice Tim Dwight of Iowa to return punts. 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


Dan Reeves, Executive \V.P. of Football Operations/Head Coach 
Rich Brooks, Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Coordinator; Harold Richardson, Assistant 
Head Coach/Football Operations; George Sefcik, Offensive Coordinator/Running Backs; 
Don Blackmon, Linebackers; James Daniel, Tight Ends; Jack Burns, Quarterbacks; 
Joe DeCamilis, Special Teams; Tim Jorgensen, Assistant Strength and Conditioning; 
Bill Kollar, Defensive Line; Pete Mangurian, Offensive Quality Control; Ron Meeks, Secondary; 
Al Miller, Strength and Conditioning; Art Shell, Offensive Line; Warren Simmons, Wide Receivers 
# QUARTERBACK BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
12 Chandler, Chris OB 10/12/65 10 Washington 
13 Graziani,Tony OB 12/23/73 1 Oregon 
11 Rypien, Mark” == B 10/02/62 10 Washington State 


# OFFENSIVE LINE COLLEGE 
71 Adams, Scott* Georgia 

68 Collins, Calvin Texas A&M 

52 Elliott, Matt” Michigan 

72 Louchiey, Corey* South Carolina 
55 Miller, Nate Louisiana State 
67 Schreiber, Adam Texas 

61 Tobeck, Robbie Washington State 
70 Whitfield, Bob Stanford 

79 Widell, Dave Boston College 
69 Williams, Gene lowa State 


# RUNNING BACKS, COLLEGE 

32 Anderson, Jamal Utah 

44 Christian, Bob Northwestern 

45 Downs, Gary* North Carolina State 
28 Green, Harold” South Carolina 

40 Grenier, Geoff Oklahoma State 

24 Hanspard, Byron Texas Tech 


# RECEIVERS COLLEGE 

81 Crawlord, Keith WR Howard Payne 
84 Hayes, Mercury WR Michigan 

89 Kinchen, Todd WR Louisiana State 
85 Kozlowski, Briant TE Connecticut 
81 Mathis,Terance WR New Mexico 
88 Santiago,0.J. TE Kent State 

49 Saxton, Brian TE Boston College 
86 Smith, Ed TE None 


# DEFENSIVE LINE p_ COLLEGE 
92 Archambeau, Lester DE Stanford 

91 Burrough, John? DE ‘Wyoming 

99 Davis, Nathan oT Indiana 

75 Dronett, Shane* OT Texas 

98 Hall, Travis oT Brigham Young 
90 Smith, Chuck OE Tennessee 


t DEFENSIVE BACKS: COLLEGE 

47 Bayne, Chris $s Fresno State 
43 Bolden, Juran cB Mississippi Delta 
20 Booker, Michael CB Nebraska 

23 Bradford, Ronnie CB Colorado 

34 Buchanan, Ray CB Louisville 

25 Bush, Devin Ss Florida State 

29 Fuller, Randy* cB Tennessee State 
22 McGill, Lenny* CB Arizona State 
41 Robinson, Eugene” Colgate 

35 White, William Ohio State 

48 Wimberly, Marcus Miami (FL) 


# LINEBACKERS: P._ COLLEGE 

97 Bennett, Cornelius Alabama 

51 Brandon, David* Memphis 

94 Crockett, Henri Florida State 
54 Hamilton, Ruffin Tulane 

52 Sauer, Craig Minnesota 
‘50 Sutter, Eddie* Northwestern 
58 Tuggle, Jessie Valdosta State 


# KICKERS 2 COLLEGE 
5 Andersen, Morten* K 6-2 225 08/19/60 16 Michigan State 
4 Stryzinski,Dan* =P «6-2 05/15/65 Indiana 

* Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Restricted Free Agent 


THE 1998 DRAFT 


RND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
1 12. Brooking, Keith LB 6-3 242 10/30/75 Georgia Tech 
53. Hallen, Bob C 6-4 296 03/09/75 Kent 
74 German, Jammi WR 6-1 190 07/04/74 Miami(FL) 
103. Brown, Omar S 5-10 195 03/28/75 North Carolina 
114 Dwight, Tim WR 5-9 185 07/13/75 lowa 
166. Williams, Elijah CB 5-10 182 08/20/75 Florida 
199. Salaam, Ephraim OT 6-7 290 06/19/76 San Diego State 
201 Oxendine, Ken RB 223 10/04/75 Virginia Tech 
203 Stay, Henry DT 6-2 290 04/28/75 West Virginia 


09/28/66 
01/05/74 
10/01/68 
1010/71 
10/08/71 
02/20/62 
03/06/70 
10/18/71 
05/14/65, 
10/14/68 


09/30/72 
11/14/68 
06/06/72 
01/29/68 
01/25/73 
01/23/76 


19/21/70 
01/01/73 
01/07/69 
10/04/70 
06/07/67 
04/04/74 
03/13/72 
06/05/69 


ansesona 


06/27/67 
05/17/72 
02/06/74 
ona 
08/03/72 
12/21/69 


03/22/75 
06/27/74 
04/27/75 
10/01/70 
09/29/71 
07/03/73 
06/02/70 
05/31/71 
05/28/63 
02/19/66 
07/08/74 


08/25/65 
02/09/65 
10/28/74 
03/02/71 
1213/72 
10/03/69 
04/04/65, 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 


TERY’ tiie: Pscael PaPORTTPO ick RAST AL kamen ineertiaienyT 


1998 DEPTH CHART 
1997 FINAL STATS men 


Won 7, Lost 9 


at Detroit 61,244 
Carolina 51,829 
Oakland 47,922 Robinson 
atSan Francisco 60,404 B Wimberly 
Denver 48,211 
at New Orleans 65,619 
San Francisco 53,378 
at Carolina 54,675 
St. Louis 36,583 
Tampa Bay 46,018 Crockett 
at St.Louis 64,299 Brogking 
New Orleans 48,620 Hall Dronett ® 
at Seattle 52,584 Campbell Davis 
atSanDiego 46,317 (ce) (is) (ir) (rr) J “J 
Philadelphia 42,866 
at Arizona 32,003 Buchanan Archambeau 
Fuller Mitchell seam ea 
RUSHING AVG LONG TD 
Anderson : FALCONS ON DEFENSE 
Hanspard — ee 
Chandler 
Green i 
Mathis y FALCONS On OFFENSE 
Graziani ; 
Christian Ki Whitfield Tobeck Louchiey 
Tolliver an. i Miller Widell Hallen 


io ; o GOHSO O96 


Opponents Calling = 
RECEIVING nee Elliot Adams Kozlowski 


Emanuel . (os) Crawford 
Mathis x German 
Green .! Chandler 
Anderson . Rypien. 
Christian 
Santiago 
Kinchen . 
Anderson 


Hoes i Hanspard 
Kozlowski 


West 
Hanspard 
E, Smith 
Team 
Opponents 


PASSING 
Chandler Hanspard @ Dwight 


Tolliver an. Kinchen. 


Graziani 
Anderson 


wv 


Schrelber 
Widell 


CH ) Kinchen 


Team 
Opponents 


C. Smith 12.0, Hall 10.5, Archambeau 8.5, 

Owens 8.0, Bennett 7.0, Dronett 3.0, Crockett 2.0, 
Tuggle 1.5, Brandon 1.0, Burrough 1.0, 

Pleasant 0.5 


Team 55.0, Opponents 54.0 


Street & Smith's Pro Football 161 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


The Saints had the NFL's No. 4 defense, but 


ike Ditka’s roller-coaster return to the 
NFL stopped at 6-10 in New Orleans 
on an uphill slope. The ride was 
bumpy, unpredictable, and more fun than Ditka 
often made it look. After second-guessing himself 
for coming back at all, Ditka promised to stick it out 
and enters 1998 as enthusiastic as ever. 


How the Saints won six games was a mystery, 
considering their league-high 55 turnovers, an 
appalling number that drove Ditka to 
distraction. How they won any games 
with the NFL's 30th-ranked offense is 
less puzzling because they did field 
the league’s fourth-ranked defense. 
Improving the offense is mandatory. 

Conspicuously absent from the 
Saints’ draft and major off-season 
} moves was the addition of a quarter- 
back. General manager Bill Kuharich 
offered the Arizona Cardinals his entire 
draft—every pick—to trade up to No. 
2 and take either Ryan Leaf or Peyton 
Manning. That was before the Cardi- 
nals moved down one notch with the 
San Diego Chargers. 

So instead of pinning their hopes on one 


Total Offense 
Rushing 
Passing 
Scoring 
Punt Returns 
Kick Returns 


Total Defense 
Against Rush 
Against Pass 
Pts Allowed 


Interceptions 
Sacks 


Turnover Di 


Hobert, Heath Shuler, and Danny Wuerf- 
fel. On offense, there are changes at every 
position except quarterback, where 
Hobert will open the season 


the numbers 


team stats & league rank 


Ditka’s first two draft picks, San Diego State 
tackle Kyle Turley and Washington tight end 
Cameron Cleland, will join last year’s No. 1 pick, 
guard Chris Naeole, to form a totally revamped 
right side of the offensive line. Naeole missed most 
of his rookie season with a knee injury. Cleeland was 
Ditka’s personal choice at his personal position to 
provide a big, mobile target and an adequate block- 
ing presence. Irv Smith went to San Francisco, leav- 
ing only John Farquhar and Nicky Savoie. 

Turley should provide a bookend 
blocker to all-pro left tackle William 
Roaf, with ex-Charger guard Isaac 
Davis starting at left guard and Andy 
McCollum moving back to center to 
challenge last year’s starter, Jerry 
Fontenot. Kansas City bust Trezelle 
Jenkins is being moved from tackle to 
guard. Clarence Jones, Tom Ackerman, 
and Mike Verstegen provide depth. 


252.8 
91.3 
161.5 
148 


10.3 
23.7 


290.3 
110.3 
180.1 

20.4 


16 Ditka figures added beef will open 
59 holes for an embarrassing running 
-24 game. He dumped Mario Bates, who 
was picked up by Arizona, and added 
Seattle’s Lamar Smith, who spent his off-sea- 


former Seahawk Mike Frier. With sec- 
ond-year back Troy Davis, fullback 
Ray Zellars, and journeyman Aaron 

Craver, the Saints hope to assemble 


young arm, the Saints are shoring up their _, son serving a prison sentence in the trag- 
whole team around three arms: Billy Joe a \) ic drunk-driving accident that paralyzed 


a 
u 
ae 


Wayne Martin as he left off: as the starter. arunning attack that defenses at least 
(above) and Joe While it is possible the / respect. Ditka said fifth-rounder 
Johnson (top) Saints could add another $EX\  Wilmont Perry of little Livingstone 
combined for 19 Veteran at quarterback, College also will surprise people 

league-leading Since Ditka is always The wide-receiver position 
59 sacks. experimenting at the remains in need of repair, with Andre 


position, Ditka is con- 
vinced his starter is 
already on his ros- 
ter. He thinks a 
better running 
game and better 
blocking will help 
improve the quarter- 
back production. 


The Saints added a big-play defender to Us 
their secondary in safety Chad Cota. r 


Hastings the only proven returnee. 
Unable to come to contract terms with 
Randal Hill after last season, the Saints 

signed Sean Dawkins and will rely 
on second-year man Keith Poole, 
Canadian Leaguer Milt Stegall, a 

rehabbing Alvin Harper, a 
4, rebounding Qadry Ismail, and 
a practice-squad “clone” of 
Hill, Gunnard Twyner. If 
that isn’t enough man- 

power, seventh-rounder 


8 
ro 
3 
5 
2 
8 
8 
2 
8 


neW ORLEANS SAINTS 


Mike Ditka, Head Coach 
the ke y stats Rick Venturi, Assistant Head CoactvDefensive Backs; Danny Abramowicz, Offensive 
. Coordinator, Zaven Yaralian, Defensive Coordinator; Bobby April, Special Teams; Tom Clements, 
has started a club-record 112 straight §  ouartewacks; Walt Corey, Defensive Line; Jack Del Ro, Linebackers; Judd Garret, Offensive 
is third i Assistant, Harold Jackson, Wide Receivers; Ned James, Defensive Assistant; Larry Kuharich, 
games. He is third in the NFL over the last three Seasons far asc: Dan Nea, Tigi End/lensve Asta Markus Paul, Asian Stengh and 
with 34.5 sacks. led the NFL with a 45.9-yard Conditioning; Dick Stanfel, Offensive Line; Mike Woicik, Strength and Conditioning 


punting average, a team record. led the # QUARTERBACK HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
ir josiwi i i 12 Hobert, Billy Joe OB 6-3 230 01/08/71 3 Washington 
Saints and all NFL rookies with five interceptions. B62" Zl HaSV a Tennesse 
led Carolina with a team-record 153 tackles in 1997. 2 212 05/27/74 1 Florida 


WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
69 Ackerman, Tom 3 290 09/06/72 2 Eastern Washington 
73 Davis, saac* 320 04/08/72 3 Arkansas 
62 Fontenot, Jerry 3 290 11/21/65 9 Texas ARM 
60 Gammon, Kendall -4 288 10/23/68 6 Pittsburg State 
76 Hills, Keno 305 06/13/73 2 Southwestern Louisiana 
72 Jenkins, Trezelle” -7 317 03/13/73 3 Michigan 
74 Jones, Clarence -6 280 05/06/68 7 Maryland 
67 McCollum, Andy -4 295 06/02/70 3 Toledo 
65 Naeole, Chris -3 313 12/25/74 1 Colorado 
77 Roat, Wiliam -5 300 04/18/70 5 Louisiana Tech 
71 Siglar, Ricky -7 307 06/14/66 8 San Jose State 
66 Verstegen, Mike? -6 311 10/24/71 3 Wisconsin 


# RUNNING BACKS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

40 Bender, Wes FB 5-10 230 08/02/70 4 Southern California 
34 Craver,Aaron* FB 6-0 220 12/18/68 7 Fresno State 

28 Davis, Troy RB 5-8 181 09/14/75 1 lowa State 

44 McCrary, Fred RB -6-0 219 09/19/72 3 Mississippi State 
25 Smith, Lamar* RB 5-11 218 11/29/70 4 Houston 

34 Zellars, Ray FB 5-11 233 03/25/73 3 Notre Dame 


# RECEIVERS WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

‘89 Bech, Brett 1 184 08/20/71 2 Lousiana State 
86 Dawkins, Sean 215 02/03/71 5 California 

87 Farquhar, John 240 03/22/72 2 Duke 

84 Guliford, Eric 8 165 10/25/69 5 Arizona State 
80 Harper, Alvin 218 07/06/68 7 Tennessee 
88 Hastings, Andre 190 11/07/70 5 Georgia 

85 Hinton, Marcus 260 12/27/71 2 Alcorn State 


Left tackle William Roaft is one of the top offensive linemen in the - be hen l 106 5110870, ES cranes 
fe “7 in 1 », Keith -2 185 06/18/74 1 Arizona State 
game. He was voted to his fourth consecutive Pro Bowl in ’97. 85 Savoie, Nicky 253 09/21/73 1 Lousiana State 


18 Stegall, Milt 184 01/25/70 3 Miami (OH) 

86 Twyner, Gunnard = WR 5-10 167 07/14/73 1 Western ilinois 
#_DEFENSIVE LINE WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 

97 Glover, La’Roi DT 6-1 280 07/04/74 2 San Diego State 
94 Johnson, Joe* DE 6-4 270 07/11/72 4 Louisville 

93 Martin,Wayne DT -6-5 275 10/26/65 9 Arkansas 


Andy McCullough will get a shot—or maybe offensive coordi- 
nator Danny Abramowicz will come out of retirement. 


Tiblenhioecourl union varekian nak 95 Robbins, Austin” DT 6-6 290 03/01/71 4 North Carolina 
efensive coordinator Zaven Yaralian got assistant-coach-of- $99 sagapolutele, Pio OT 207 11/28/69 7 San Diego State 
the-year notice for guiding his unit to a fourth-place ranking. But 91 Smith, Brady DE 6-5 260 06/05/73 2 Colorado State 


90 Tomich, Jared DE 6-2 260 04/24/74 1 Nebraska 


the turnovers led to too many points given up. When middle line- 
# DEFENSIVE BACKS wr BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


backer Winfred Tubbs bolted for San Francisco and veteran cor- 


os, 37 Cherry, Je'Rod = S_ 6-0 196 05/30/73 2 California 
nerback Allen was traded to Oakland, the defense appeared 37 Cota, Chad? S 6-1 198 08/13/71 3 Oregon 
to take two major hits. But Ditka believes the team will be faster. 22 Drakeford, Tyronne* CB 5-9 185 06/21/71 4 Virginia Tech 
W. M ra defensive tackle as good 32 Seeh Donovan CB 5-9 178 09/11/74 1 Texas ABM 
fayne Martin is the main man, a defensive tackle as goo: 23 Hewitt, Chris $ 6-0 210 07/22/74 1 Cincinnati 
as any in football, without an all-star portfolio. Benefiting from 33 Kelly, Rob S 6-1 200 06/21/74 1 Ohio State 


playing next to Martin is the surprisingly effective La’Roi Glover, § 22 Knight,Sammy —S_ 6-0 205. 09/10/75 1 Southern California 


sat, + ~ 25 Molden, Alex CB 5-10 190 08/04/73 2 Oregon 
who had 6.5 sacks to Martin’s 1 Joe Johnson is a solid right 26 Washington, Mickey CB 5-10 191 07/08/68 8 Texas A&M 
end. The Saints expect fourth-round draft pick Julian Pittman to # LINEBACKERS HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 
join draft choices from the past two years, Brady Smith and Jared 54 Aleaga, Ink LB 6-1 225 04/27/73 1 Washington 


53 Davis, Don LB 6-1 240 12/17/72 2 Kansas 

55 Fields, Mark LB 6-2 244 11/09/72 3 Washington State 

52 Harvey, Richard” LB 6-1 242 09/11/66 8 Tulane 

58 Jones, Brian LB 6-1 250 01/22/68 6 Texas 

eae , , 59 Mitchell,Keith LB 6-2 240 07/24/74 1 Texas A&M 
Losing Tubbs means the middle linebacker job belongs to 50 Mitchell, Kevin LB 6-1 260 01/01/71 4 Syracuse 

Brian Jones or ex-49er Kevin Mitchell. Andre Royal arrives from 51 Royal, Andre® LB 6-2 240 12/01/72 3 Alabama 

Carolina to push Richard Harvey at strongside linebacker. Mark i# KICKERS HY WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


Gidlds loan Gneseies Rice cit the weakcora 10 Brien, Doug K 6-0 180 11/2470 4 California 
ields is an emerging force on the weak side. 3 Royals, Mark P 6-5 215 06/22/64 11 Appalachian State 


Another ex-49er, Tyronne Drakeford, replaces Allen at left * Unrestricted Free Agent, ° Resricted Free Agent 


cornerback, with Alex Molden on the right side and Mickey 


ther Chad Cota is the new strong safety, with Sammy Knight 7 Turley, Kyle OT 6-6 305 09/24/75 San Diego State 
and Rob Kelly fighting for free safety. 40 Cleland, Cameron TE 6-4 275 08/15/75 Washington 
Tats = 2 ; F 5 97 Weary, Fred 540 177 04/12/74 Florida 
Punter Mark Royals and kicker Doug Brien are solid. In the pais elal Eater aa Lae stats 
absence of Eric Guliford, who is rehabbing an Achilles injury, 132 Perry, Wilmont 6-1 230 02/24/75 Livingstone College 
6-2 
6-3 
63 


Tomich, in holding down left end. 


Ismail is the kick- pecialist and Hastings returns punts. 161, Bordano, Chris 2 Seat SMU 
il is the kick-return spe stings pun 204 McCullough, Andy 201 11/11/75 Tennessee 


239° Warmer, Ron 230 09/26/75 Kansas 
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1998 DEPTH CHART 
1397 FINAL STATS 


Won 6, Lost 10 


DATE SCORE AIT 
at St. Louis 64,575 
San Diego 65,760 
atSan Francisco 61,838 
Detroit 50,016 
atNY Giants 68,891 
at Chicago 58,865 
Atlanta 65,619 
Carolina 50,963 
San Francisco 60,443 
at Oakland 40,091 
Seattle 50,493 Ker ech 
at Atlanta 48,620 @ 
at Carolina 57,957 Keith Mitchell 
St. Louis 54,803 
Arizona 45,517 Martin —_— Glover 
at Kansas City 66,772 Robbins — Sagapolutele 


LONG TD 


Washington Smith 


Nussmeier 

Wuerffel 

McCrary 

Hill 

Bender E Roat McCollum Turley 
Gullford Verstegen Fontenot Jones 


to G©OHOGO 


RECEIVING 
Hill 
Hastings 


Hills Jenkins Cleeland ® 
o 


Hobert 
Shuler. 


Harper Tor 
Hobbs no 

Savoie 

T. Johnson 

Team 228 
Opponents 293 


RBleoctccoconcoss4can 


PASSING 
Shuler 
Hobert tor 
Hobert no 
Wuertfel 
Nussmeier 
Bates 
Bill 


Team 458 
Opponents 518 


Martin 10.5, J. Johnson 8.5, Fields 8.0, Glover 6.5, 
B, Smith 5.0, Mitchell 4.0, Molden 4.0, Mickell 3.5, 
Harvey 3.0, Tubbs 2.5, Sagapolutele 2.0, 

Tomich 1.0, Dixon 0.5 


Team 59.0, Opponents 50.0 
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Amp Lee (above) 
emerged as 

a dangerous 
receiving threat 
out of the 
backfield. 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


Dick Vermeil spent too much trying to convince 
his players to take football more seriously. 


he emotional Dick Vermeil cried when he 
TT: out of a 14-year retirement to take 
over the Rams. After a disappointing 5-11 
season, the entire city of St. Louis was crying. This 
year, Vermeil hopes it’s not crying time again. 
Vermeil spent much of his first season babysit- 
ting Lawrence Phillips before giving up on him. 
He spent more time than he would like convine- 
ing other players to take football more seriously. 


Commitments 
This off-season, quarterback Tony 
Banks, receiver Eddie Kennison, and 


the numbers 


Offensive Weapons 

In Kennison and Isaac Bruce, Banks has two 
of the finest young wide receivers any quarterback 
could ask for. Bruce, who was hurt much of last 
season with a hamstring injury, did not play in the 
first five games. Kennison went into such a sopho- 
more slump that the Rams considered dumping 
the promising talent during the draft. 

To push and steady the position, the Rams 
signed veteran Ricky Proehl from Chicago, where 
he led the Bears in receiving a year ago. They also 
drafted San Diego State’s Az-zahir 
Hakim, a fast, elusive, smaller version 


safety Toby Wrightmade more mean- —_teamstats &league rank of Kennison. Tight end Ernie Conwell 
ingful commitments to the team’s — Total Offense 297.6 21 isa tackle-breaking tough guy enter- 
conditioning program. Kennison saw — Rushing 97.7 24 ing his third year. 

his touchdown total drop from 11 as Passing 199.9 17 The Rams debated whether to 
a rookie to zero in his second year, jecgund TBTNZSTS trade up in the draft to land Penn 
Wright got hurt again and spent the a eet nb eer State’s Curtis Enis. Instead, they 
winter in rehab. Banks, who had a Def 315.9 17 stood pat and were ecstatic to land 
limited college background, decided nate 4048 9 Robert Holcombe of Illinois in the 
that playing quarterback atahigh lev- AgainstPass 211.2 17 second round. Holcombe will com- 
el demanded his full attention. Orlan- Pts Allowed 22,4 19T ~—_pete with the workmanlike Jerald 
do Pace, the No. 1 pick in the’97 draft, ntereeptions 25 2T © Moore for the starting job. With 
will benefit from his first training Sacks 38 18T Craig Heyward at fullback and 
camp after a rookie holdout. Turnover Diff. +9 61 third-down threat Amp Lee re- 


Banks Notes 
Vermeil insists Banks has more physical abili- 
ty than this year’s twin draft phenoms, Peyton 
Manning and Ryan Leaf, Handed the job as a 
rookie in 1996, Banks has started all but three 
games and now must step up. He has one 
more touchdown pass (29) than intercep- 
tion (28), impressive for such a young quar- 
terback but not the kind of ratio that can 
hoist a team above .500. 
‘The Rams replaced veteran Mark Rypi- 
en by trading for Green Bay backup Steve 
Bono, who will provide an 
excellent example for 
Banks while push- 
ing him for the 
starting job. 


The Rams are 
banking on the 
development of 

Tony Banks 

(left), who set 

career highs in 
completions 
(252) and yards 
passing (3,254). 


signed, the Rams are satisfied at the 
position. Lee was the team’s offensive MVP after 
leading the league’s backs with three 100-yard 
receiving games. 


The Line on Pace 

Vermeil thinks Pace is two years away from 
perennial all-pro recognition at left tackle. Pace’s 
baptism was not smooth. After missing training 
camp, he missed three late-season games with a 
knee injury and looked nothing like the dominat- 
ing blocker he was at Ohio State. Right tackle 
Wayne Gandy, who had to fill in on the left side as. 
well, was the team’s best blocker. The Rams hope 
Ryan Tucker and Zach Wiegert develop at the 
guard spots. They picked up Dallas free agent John 
Flannery to push Mike Gruttadauria at center. 


Goings and Comings 

After letting top sacker Leslie O'Neal go, the 
Rams had to find a defensive right end in the draft 
and were happy to get Nebraska's active Grant 
Wistrom. Although Wistrom has bulked up to 270 
from his 255 in college, the Rams are concerned 
about his lack of weight but impressed with his 
ability to get to the passer. He will complement left 
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ST. LOUIS RAMS 


Dick Vermeil, Head Coach 
the ke ys tats Mike White, Assistant Head Coach/Quarterbacks; Peter Guinta, Assistant Head Coach/Defensive 
isaac Bruce had the best receiving game in the NFL last Coordinator; Jerry Rhome, Offensive Coordinator; John Bunting, Defensive Coordinator/ 
ey Linebackers; Steve Brown, Secondary; Chris Clausen, Strength and Conditioning; Dick Coury, 
year with 10 catches for 233 yards (vs. Atlanta). Tony Banks Wide Receivers; Frank Gans, Special Teams; Kery Goode, Strength and Conltoning; 
threw 4 TDs and 7 INTs over the first seven games and 10 Cart Hairston, Defensive Line; Jim Hanifan, Offensive Line; Wilbert Montgomery, Running 
a a Backs; Todd Howard, Defensive Assistant; John Ramsdell, Offensive Assistant; 
TDs and 6 INTs over the last nine. Amp Tee led NFL running Lynn Stiles, Tight Ends; Ed White, Offensive Line 
backs with 825 yards receiving. The Rams’ defense ranked # QUARTERBACK’ Hr Wr BORN’ EXP. COLLEGE 
No. 2 in the league with 25 INTs and No. 3 with 39 takeaways. 12 Banks, Tony QB 6-4 225 04/05/73 2 Michigan State 
18 Bono, Steve 0B 6-4 215 05/11/62 13 UCLA 
9 Furrer, Will” 0B 6-3 215 02/05/68 5 Virginia Tech 
# OFFENSIVE LINE HT WT BORN’ EXP, COLLEGE 


> poet: es 77 Brooks, Ethar 
end Kevin Carter, the No. 1 pick in 1995, who has not missed 3 Flannevy, John 


a start and has 23 sacks in three seasons. 70 Gandy, Wayne 
Inside, the Rams lost beefy Bill Johnson to Philadelphia 98 Serak, John 
but picked up Ray Agnew from the Giants, where he was a $4 gira Mike 
backup. Agnew must push Jeff Zgonina and the undersized 76 Pace, Orlando 
D’/Marco Farr must rebound to his 1995 form. Farr had 11,5 $0 Tucker, Ryan 65 285 06/275 1 
sacks that season but only 7.5 in the two years since, 72 Wiegert, Zach* 6-4 315 08/1672 3 
The Rams replaced middle linebacker Robert Jones with WIRUNNING'BACKS: fT WT BORN EXP COLLEGE 
1 


6-6 290 04/27/72 1 Williams 

6-3 304 01/19/69 7 Syracuse 

6-4 300 02/10/71 4 Auburn 

6-3 269 01/06/70 5 Penn State 
12/06/72 2 Central Florida 

6-7 306 02/06/73 2 Baylor 

6-7 334 11/04/75 1 Ohio State 

Texas Christian 

Nebraska 


eon 40Oe4e4 


A . ¥ yi 4 33 Harris, Derrick FB 6-0 250 08/18/72 Miami (FL) 
ex-Cardinal Erie Hill, a solid veteran who should fit well 34 feymard'Gay FB S11 280. 0926/66 10. Pitsough 


between the steady Roman Phifer and Mike Jones. The out- 31 Lee, Amp* RB 5-11 197 10/01/71 Florida State 


side backers had 99 tackles and two sacks each. The Rams 44 Moore, Jerald RB 5-9 229 11/20/74 Oklahoma 
28 Thompson, David RB 5-8 196 01/13/75 Oklahoma State 


RECEIVERS, HT WT BORN EXP. COLLEGE 


2 
10 
6 
2 


think they improved their pass-rush significantly with the 
selection of Tennessee's Leonard Little in the third round, A 


*Unrestricted Free Agent, ® Resricted Free Agent 


Parke 4 49 Armstrong, Tyi TE 6-4 250 10/03/70 4 Mississippi 
speed rusher at 6-3 and 240, Little is too little to play end full- gq fae WR 6-0 186 11/10/72 4 Memphis 
time, but could help immediately in nickel situations. The sev- 84 Conwell, Emie TE ‘6-3. 260 08/17/72 2 Washington 
enth-round pick of Washington’s Jason Chorak is similar. He 8 ferors wh rE ie = Nene 4 fe Gh 
bi at Shir ae ‘ennison, Eddie 5 ouisiana State 
was the Pac: 10 defensive player of the year in 1996, but suf- 86 Laing, Aaron? TE 63° 255 07/19/71 4 New Mexico State 
fered a knee injury last season. 87 Proehl, Ricky WR 6-1 190 03/07/68 8 Wake Forest 
Cornerback Ryan MeNeil and free safety Keith Lyle fin- 16 Sellers, Donald WR 6-0 185 12/30/74 1 New Mexico 
ished 1-2 in the NEC in interceptions. With cornerback Todd —_®8 Thomas, J. WA) 5-10) 182) O7/1/71 3. Artzona Slate 
Lyght and strong safety Wright, the Rams have a solid sec- SPTDEFENSIVELINE Vic MTs BOR EXP." COLLEGE: 
danytylaleadiaterecol > arriving in 1995 lead the %2 Aatew Ray DT 6-3 285 12/09/67 8 North Carolina State 
ondary. Lyle's 20 interceptions since arriving in 1995 lead the 93 Carter Kevin DE 6-5 280 09/21/73 3 Florida 
league over that period. When Wright was nursing knee and 75 Farr, D/Marco NT 6-1 280 06/09/71 4 Washington 
hamstring injuries, young Billy Jenkins filled in admirably. 91 Maumalanga, Chris DT 6-2 292 12/15/71 4 Kansas 
The Rams signed punter Rick Tuten of Seattle, Place-ki Pou oe ADT ee NL Be 
Saif ; 92 Robinson, Bryan DT 6-4 295 06/22/74 1 Fresno State 
er Jeff Wilkins expects to rebound from a subpar year, David 94 Robinson, Jeff DE 6-4 265 02/20/70 5 Idaho 
Thompson, Kennison, and Hakim are the return specialists. 96 Williams, Jay DE 6-3 280 10/13/71 3 Wake Forest 
Cornerback Ryan McNeil (below, left) led the NFL with nine INTs - ry coe ia CB = 3 = 7 ree 
and free safety Keith Lyle (below, right) ranked No. 2 with eight. 22 Jenkins, Billy $ 5-10 205 07/08/74 1 Howard 
44 Lyght, Todd CB 6-0 189 02/09/69 7 Notre Dame 
35 Lyle, Keith $ 6-2 204 04/17/72 4 Virginia 
23 McBurrows, Gerald $ 5-11 206 10/07/73 3 Kansas 
21 McCleon, Dexter CB 5-10 196 10/09/73 2 Clemson 
42 Rowe, Joe CB 6-0 195 12/08/73 1 Virginia 
37 Scurlock, Mike” $510 199 02/26/72 3 Arizona 
32 Wright, Toby S §11 215 11/19/70 4 Nebraska 
# LINEBACKERS: fT WT BORN’ EXP. COLLEGE Z 
55 Dumas, Troy? LB 6-3 242 09/30/72 2 Nebraska ; 
54 Hil, Eric* LB 6-2 255 11/14/66 9 Louisiana State ¢ 
52 Jones, Mike LB 6-1 230 04/15/69 7 Missouri Z 
59 Kazadi, Muadianvita LB 6-2 235 12/20/73 1 Tulsa § 
58 Phifer, Roman LB 6-2 239 03/05/68 7 UCLA E 
51 Styles, Lorenzo. LB 6-1 245 1/31/74 3. Ohio State 
# KICKERS HT Wr BORN EXP, COLLEGE = 3 
14 Tuten, Riok* P 6-2 221 01/05/65 9 Florida State E 
14 Wilkins, Jeff K 62 192 04/19/72 4 Youngstown State ‘ 
g 


THE 1993 DRAFT 


ND PICK NAME POS HT WT BORN COLLEGE 
16 Wistrom, Grant DE 6-5 270 07/03/76 Nebraska 

2 37 Holcombe,Robert RB 6-0 210 12/11/75 Illinois 

3 65 Little, Leonard DE 6-3 240 10/19/74 Tennessee 

4° 96 Hakim,Az-zahir © WR 5-10 175 06/03/77 San Diego State 
4 98 Williams,Roland © TE 6-4 268. 04/27/75 Syracuse 

5 129 Priester,Raymond RB 6-1 230 02/03/75 Clemson 

6 159 Rountree, Glenn, 0G 6-3 290 11/24/73 Clemson 

7 236. Chorak, Jason 1B 6-4 255 09/23/74 Washington 
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1997 FINAL STATS 


Won 5, Lost 11 Starters Indicated In red 
DATE SCORE AIT 
08/31 W 38-24  NewOrleans 64,575 
09/07 L 12-15  SanFrancisco 64,630 
09/14 L 14-35 at Denver 74,338 
09/21 W 13-3 NYGiants 64,642 Wright tyle 
09/28 L 17-35 at Oakland 42,506 McBurrows Scurlock: 
10/12 L 10-30  atSanFrancisco 63,825 (ss) @ 
10/19 L 9-17 Seattle 64,819 
10/26 L 20-28 Kansas City 64,864 
11/02 L 31-34 atlanta 36,583 y- Hut 
1109 L 7-17 —atGreenBay —60,093 Styles 
1116 L 21-27 Atlanta 64,299 Jones mus) Phifer 
11/23 L 10-16 Carolina 64,609 Danas Kazadi 
11/30 W 23-20 atWashington 74,772 
12/07 W 34-27 atNew Orleans 54,803 Zgonlna Farr ® 
12/14 L 10-13 Chicago 66,030 Agnew — Maumalanga 
12/20 W 30-18 at Carolina 58,101 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Phillips sr. 183 633 «35 «28 B 
J, Moore 104 380 37 26 3 
Banks 47-186 «40 «231 
Lee 28 104 37 «14 «0 
R. Moore srt 24 103 43 2m 1 
Heyward 3484 25 BO 
Crawford 2 32 160 23 0 
Thompson 16% S308 lew Mar 4 
Kennison SF 1shras) 467 10 
Rypien dP AEA TLO Salt oO, Gruttadauria Gandy 
Horan 13 -30 3 0 Reve. Flan 
ery Miller 
Team 443° 1563 35 «28 15 
Opponents 440 1676 38 65 10 (ur) (ur) © ic | (ac) @ (re) 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD La Tooker Wiosert Commen 
Loe 61 825 135 62 3 Len els Brooks pana 
Bruce 56 815 146 59 5 (os) Bruce 
Conwell 38 404 10.6 461 4 Thomas 
Small 32 488 «153 46 1 Banks 
Kennison 2 4404 162 76 0 Bono 
Crawford 11 232 211690 
Phillips sn 10) ./63). 183 17) 0 
Heyward 8 7 96 2 0 @ (ne) 
J. Moore 8 69 86 19 0 
Laing 5) Sime (62° Mh wl Heyward Moore 
Floyd tor 4 39 98 14 0 Holcombe 
Floyd sm 4 39 98 14 0 
R. Moore sm. 4 34 0C~<“‘C“CH“ Sd 
Ross 3 37 123 14 «0 
Thomas 2 2 125 16 0 
Jacoby 2 10 50 10 0 
Wiegert 1 BPR SKO Sh 70 
Gruttadauria 4! 40" 00. %0) ‘0 
Team 271 3524 130 76 14 
Opponents 288 3675 (128 721 26 D, Thompson Kennison 
Holcombe Hakim 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS TD INT ee 
Banks 487 252 3254 14 13 . a " 
Rypien 3919 «270 0 2 
Team 526 271 3524 14 15 Leanne Fenian 
Opponents 543-288-3675 26 25 
SACKS CH) Lyte 
O'Neal 10.0, Carter 7.5, Bill Johnson 4.0, Farr 3.0, 
M. Jones 2.0, Lyle 2.0, Phifer 2.0, Zgonina 2.0, 
Dumas Tot. 1.0, R. Jones 1.0, Lyght 1.0, Ce) — Cr) aad 


McCleon 1.0, B. Robinson 1.0, J. Williams 1.0, 
J. Robinson 0.5 


Team 38.0, Opponents 44.0 
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FREE AGENT MOVEMENT INDE 


Aldridge, Allen 
Alexander, Brent 
Alexander, Derrick 
Alexander, Kevin 
‘Anderson, Gary 
‘Armour, Justin 
‘Ashmore, Darryl 
Baker, Myron 
Bankston, Michael 
Bates, Mario 
Bennett, Edgar 
Bonham, Shane 
Brown, Dave 
Brown, Derek 
Brown, Gary 
Burger, Todd 
Burke, John 
Burris, Jeff 
Byars, Keith 
Caldwell, Mike 
Carter, Antonio 
Clark, Jon 

Clark, Willie 
Collins, Mark 
Cota, Chad 
Craver, Aaron 
Crawford, Keith 
Curry, Eric 
Dawkins, Sean 
Detmer, Ty 
Dixon, Emest 
Dixon, Gerald 
Donnalley, Kevin 
Orakeford, Tyronne 
Ouffy, Roger 
Elliott, Matt 
Emanuel, Bert 
Evans, Doug 
Feagles, Jeff 
Flannery, John 
Floyd, William 
Fortin, Roman 
Fuller, Randy 
Gash, Sam 
Gilbert, Sean 
Gisler, Mike 
Glover, Kevin 
Graham, Kent 
Gray, Chris 
Gray, Derwin 
Greene, Kevin 
Habib, Brian 
Hallock, Ty 
Harper, Roger 
Harris, Jackie 
Hegamin, George 
Hentrich, Craig 
Herrod, Jeff 

Hill, Eric 
Holmes, Lester 
Houston, Bobby 
Ismail, Qadry 
Jackson, John 
Johnson, Bill 
Johnson, LeShon 
Kidd, Carl 
Kozlowski, Brian 
Lacina, Corbin 
Landeta, Sean 
Langham, Antonio 
Lewis, Thomas 
London, Antonio 
Louchiey, Corey 
Maddox, Mark 


T 
Buf Bal 


Malone, Van 
Marion, Brock 
Martin, Curtis 
Martin, Jamie 
Mathews, Jason 
Mawae, Kevin 
Maxie, Brett 
McDonald, Ricardo 
McGlockton, Chester 
Mclver, Everett 
Means, Natrone 
Mickens, Terry 
Miller, Jim 

Mills, Ernie 
Milstead, Rod 
Mims, Chris 
Mitchell, Kevin 
Mysilinski, Tom 
Neujahr, Quentin 
Newman, Anthony 
Nussmeier, Doug 
O'Neal, Leslie 
Owens, Dan 
Panos, Joe 

Paup, Bryce 

Potts, Roosevelt 
Proehi, Ricky 
Pyne, Jim 
Randolph, Thomas 
Rasby, Walter 
Robinson, Eugene 
Royal, Andre 
Rypien, Mark 
‘Sims, Keith 
‘Small, Torrance 
Smith, Darrin 
Smith, Irv 

Smith, Lamar 
Stablein, Brian 
Stubblefield, Dana 
Taylor, Aaron 
Terrell, Pat 
Thigpen, Yancey 
Tuaolo, Esera 
Tubbs, Winfred 
Tuten, Rick 
Warren, Chris 
Washington, Dewayne 
Washington, Marvin 
Watters, Ricky 
Wells, Mike 
Wheeler, Leonard 
White, Stan 
Whittle, Ricky 
Widell, Dave 
Wilkins, Gabe 
Wilkinson, Dan* 
Williams, Kevin 
Willig, Matt 
Woodson, Rod 

* signed ater trade 


Bailey, Carlton 
Bates, Bill 
Bell, Myron 
Bennett*, Tony 
Blundin, Matt 
Bowens?, Tim 
Carter, Pat 
Carver, Shante 
Cocozzo, Joe 
Collins, Andre 
Conner, Darion 
Cook, Toi 


PLAYER 


Coons, Rob 

Cox, Ron 
Crittenden, Ray 
Crumpler, Carlester 
Dahl, Bob 
Daniel, Eugene 
Darby, Matt 
Davis, Greg 
Davis, Jerone 
Dawson, Lake 
Dellenbach, Jeff 
Dent, Richard 
Dill, Scott 

Dimry, Charles 
Douglas, Omar 
Dye, Ernest 
Edwards, Antonio 
Ellard, Henry 
Emtman, Steve 
Everett, Jim 
Fann, Chad 
Fenner, Derrick 
Gaines, William 
Galbraith, Scott 
Geathers, Jumpy 
Gray, Mel 

Green, Robert 
Hager, Britt 

Hall, Rhett 
Harris, Raymont* 
Hauck, Tim 

Hill, Greg 

Hill, Randal 
Horan, Mike 
Ismail, Raghib 
Jamison, George 
Johnson, Joe” 
Jonassen, Eric 
Jones, Jimmie 
Jones, Roger 
Jones, Selwyn 
Jordan, Randy 
Kidd, John 

Kirby, Terry 
LaBounty, Matt 
Le Bel, Harper 
Levens, Dorsey® 
Lewis, Roderick 
Lincoln, Jeremy 
Logan, Marc 
Loville, Derek 
Lynch, Lorenzo 
Mahlum, Eric 
Mckyer, Tim 
‘McNeil, Ryan” 
Miller, Anthony 
Mitchell, Shannon 
Moore, Derrick 
Murray, Eddie 
Pegram, Erric 
Perry, Mario 
Perry, Michael Dean 
Philcox, Todd 
Pike, Mark 
Poumele, Pulu 
Prior, Anthony 
Redmon, Anthony 
Sapolu, Jesse 
Scott, Todd 
Selby, Rob 
Simien, Tracy 
Singleton, Nate 
‘Smith, Anthony 
‘Smith, Frankie 
‘Smith, Vernice 
‘Smith, Vinson 
Stargell, Tony 
‘Swift, Michael 


PLAYER 

Tharpe, Larry 
Timpson, Michael 
Villa, Danny 
Walker, Herschel 
Wallace, Steve 
Wallerstedt, Brett 
Washington, Lionel 
Williams, Dan? 
Williams, Wally 
‘Wolf, Joe 

Young, Rodney 
Zorich, Chris 
“transition player “franchise player 


Bercich, Pete 
Bjornson, Eric 
Botkin, Kirk 
Boule, Tony 
Cline, Tony 
Collins, Kerry 
Covington, Damien 
Crockett, Zack 
Davis, Travis 
DeLong, Greg 
England, Eric 
Ethridge, Ray 
Evans, Josh 
Fletcher, Terrell 
Flowers, Lethon 
Fountaine, Jamal 
Frederick, Mike 
Gibson, Oliver 
Gragg, Scott 
Hall, Lemanski 
Hand, Norman 
Hanshaw, Tim 
Hayden, Aaron 
Hayes, Melvin 
Henderson, William 
Hudson, Chris: 
Jackson, Tyoka 
Jefferson, Greg 
Jervey, Travis 
Jones, Chris T. 
Jones, Donta 
Kerner, Marlon 
Lassiter, Kwamie 
Martin, Jamie 
McManus, Tom 
Peterson, Todd 
Pieri, Damon 
Pierson, Pete 
Rice, Ron 
Sauerbrun, Todd 
Shade, Sam 
Sienkiewicz, Troy 
Sloan, David 
Stai, Brenden 
Stenstrom, Steve 
Taylor, Bobby 
‘Thomas, Rodney 
Tindale, Tim 
Walker, Gary 
Walker, Jay 
Wiegert, Zach 
Wohlabaugh, Dave 
Zatechka, Rob 


Eastern Division 
wert 

New England 10 

Miami* 

N.Y. Jets 

Buffalo 

Indianapolis 


Pittsburgh 1 
Jacksonville* 11 
Tennessee 8 
Cincinnati 7 
Baltimore 6 


Western Division 
we 


t 
Kansas City 0 
Denver* 0 
Seattle 0 
Oakland 0 
San Diego 0 


Eastern Division 
we 


T 
NY.Giants 10 5 1 
Washington Br afew ae 
Philadelphia 6 9 1 « 
Dallas 6 10 0 
Arizona 412 0 


Central Division 

WeT 
Green Bay 13 
Tampa Bay* 
Detroit* 
Minnesota* 
Chicago 


Western Division 
Le a 

San Francisco 13 3 0 | 

Carolina 

Atlanta 

New Orleans 

St. Louis 


* wild card 


Jacksonville _17 — penyer 14 


DENVER 420 aneae ab 


Miami 3 New England 


NEWENGLAND 17  paqSBURGH 7 


Detroit 10 Tampa Bay 7 


TAMPA BAY 20 GREEN BAY Pal 


Minnesota 23 Minnesota 22 


NYGIANTS 22 SANFRANCISCO 38 


Sireot &Sinith’s Fro Football 


At Qualcomm Stadium, San Diego, CA, 
January 25, 1998, Attendance: 68,912 


Green Bay ely NRE lalate Z| 
Denver 710 77 #31 


QTR TIME 
“ 10:58 Freeman 22 pass from Favre 
(Longwell kick) 

5:39 Davis 1 run (Elam kick) 
14:55 Elway 1 run (Elam kick) 
12:21 Elam 51 field goal 

0:12 Chmura 6 pass from Favre 

(Longwell kick) 
11:59 Longwell 27 field goal 

0:34 Davis 1 run (Elam kick) 
13:32 Freeman 13 pass from Favre 

(Longwell kick) 
1:45 Davis 1 run (Elam kick) 


GB 
Rushing Yards 95 
Passing Yards 255 
Total Yards 350 
Sacked-Yards Lost ia 
Third-Down Efficiency 5-14 
Fourth-Down Efficiency 0-4 
Time of Possession 27:35 


Rushing: Green Bay—Levens 19-90, 
Brooks 1-5; Denver—Davis 30-157-3, Elway 
5-17-1, Hebron 3-3, Griffith 1-2. 

Passing: Green Bay-Favre 42-25-256-3 TD-1 INT; 
Denver—Elway 22-12-123-0 TD-1 INT. 

Receiving: Green Bay-Freeman 9-126-2, 
Levens 6-56, Chmura 4-43-1, Brooks 3-16, 
Henderson 2-9, Mickens 1-6; 
Denver-Sharpe 5-38, McCaffrey 2-45, 
Davis 2-8, Griffith 1-23, Hebron 1-5, 
Carswell 1-4. 

Interceptions: Green Bay-Robinson 1-17; 
Denver-Braxton 1-0. 

Sacks: Green Bay—none; Denver—Atwater 1. 

Missed Field Goals: None 


Denver 


Denver 
PITTSBURGH 21 
Green Ba) 23 


Green Bay 24 
SAN FRANCISCO 10 


home team in caps 


Green Bay 35, Kansas City 10 
Green Bay 33, Oakland 14 

New York Jets 16, Baltimore 7 
Kansas City 23, Minnesota 7 
Baltimore 16, Dallas 13 

Dallas 24, Miami 3 

Miami 14, Washington 7 

Miami 24, Minnesota 7 
Pittsburgh 16, Minnesota 6 
Pittsburgh 21, Dallas 17 
Oakland 32, Minnesota 14 
Dallas 27, Denver 10 

Pittsburgh 35, Dallas 31 
Pittsburgh 31, Los Angeles Rams 19 
Oakland 27, Philadelphia 10 
San Francisco 26, Cincinnati 21 
Washington 27, Miami 17 

Los Angeles Raiders 38, Washington 9 
San Francisco 38, Miami 16 
Chicago 46, New England 10 
New York Giants 39, Denver 20 
Washington 42, Denver 10 

San Francisco 20, Cincinnati 16 
San Francisco 55, Denver 10 
New York Giants 20, Buffalo 19 
Washington 37, Buffalo 24 
Dallas 52, Buffalo 17 

Dallas 30, Buffalo 13 

San Francisco 49, San Diego 26 
Dallas 27, Pittsburgh 17 

Green Bay 35, New England 21 
Denver 31, Green Bay 24 


Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 

Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 

Joe Namath, New York Jets 

Len Dawson, Kansas City Chiefs 
Chuck Howley, Dallas Cowboys 
Roger Staubach, Dallas Cowboys 
Jake Scott, Miami Dolphins 

Larry Csonka, Miami Dolphins 
Franco Harris, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Lynn Swann, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Fred Biletnikoff, Oakland Raiders 
Randy White and Harvey Martin, 
Dallas Cowboys 

Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Jim Plunkett, Oakland Raiders 

Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
John Riggins, Washington Redskins 
Marcus Allen, Los Angeles Raiders 
Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
Richard Dent, Chicago Bears 

Phil Simms, New York Giants 

Doug Williams, Washington Redskins 
Jerry Rice, San Francisco 49ers 
Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 
Ottis Anderson, New York Giants 
Mark Rypien, Washington Redskins 
Troy Aikman, Dallas Cowboys 
Emmitt Smith, Dallas Cowboys. 
Steve Young, San Francisco 49ers 
Larry Brown, Dallas Cowboys. 
Desmond Howard, Green Bay Packers 
Terrell Davis, Denver Broncos 


RECORDS TEAM SCORING  necorps SCORING 


Points: 513, Houston (1961); Miami (1984) Points: 155, Gino Cappelletti, Boston (1964) 
Field Goals: 36, Cary Blanchard, indianapolis (1996) 
TEAM 1 OR —TP_=STOM_—XP_—SOXPA_—s2PT_2PTA—SFGFGA_SAF_POINTS Extra Points: 66, Uwe von Schamann, Miami (1984) 
T 50 a an ae 


5 

Jacksonville KICKERS TEAM ~ APA __FG = PIS) 
Kansas City Hollis, Mike Jac 134 
Pittsburgh Elam, Jason ‘Den 124 
New England Hall, John NY 120 
Seattle Blanchard, Cary Ind 117 
Cincinnati Mare, Olindo Mia 117 
NY. Jets Vinatier Adam NE 115 
Miami Del Greco,Al Ten 113 
Tennessee Stoyanovich, Pete KC 113 
Baltimore Stover, Matt Bal 110 
Oakland Davis, Greg Min-SD 409 
Indianapolis Johnson, Norm 406 
San Diego Peterson, Todd 103 
Butfalo Christie, Steve 93 
AFC Average Pelfrey, Doug 7 
Ford, Cole 72 
Carey, John 26 
Bentley, Scott 10 


RECORDS 

Completions: 404, Warren Moon, Houston (1991) 

Touchdowns: 48, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) RECORDS 

Yards: 5084, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) Touchdowns: 23, 0.J. Simpson, Buffalo (1975) 


Longest TD: 99 yards, Jim Plunkett to Cliff Branch, L.A. Raiders (1983); Stan Humphries to Tony Martin, San Diego (1994) 
B+ POINTS TEAM TD TDR TOP TOM 2°T ris 
224+ ATTEMPTS _ TEAM ar COMP Per Yos Ave 1D 1% mm Ci cis s1cts Ls MI Abdul-Jabbar, Karim Mia 16 15 0 0 
Brunell, Mark 264 3281 7.54 Davis, Terrell Den 15 15 
George, Jeff 290 $6 7 307 782 at. : Galloway, Joey Sea 12 0 
Bledsoe, Drew 314 60.2 3706 7.10 15 2: ; Jett, James Oak 12 0 
Elway, John 280 55.8 3635 7.24 " i Smith, Rod Den 12 0 
Harbaugh, Jim 189 61.2 2060 6.67 . 4 Allen, Marcus KO 11°11 
Moon, Warren 313 593 3678 697 16 Stewart, Kordell Pit 1111 
Marino, Dan 319 58.2 3780 6.90 n Dillon, Corey 10 10 
O'Donnell, Neil 259 56.3 2796 6.08 ‘Alexander, Derrick 
Grbac, Elvis 179 57.0 1943 6.19 Bettis, Jerome 
Blake, Jeff 184 58.0 2125 670 .f ‘Means, Natrone 
Testaverde, Vinny 271 «57.7 2971 6.32 . Stewart, James 
Stewart, Kordell 236 536 3020 6.86 : Coates, Ben 
Humphries, Stan 121° 53.8 1488 6.61 Faulk, Marshall 
McNair, Steve 216 «52.0 2665 6.42 Kaufman, Napoleon Oak 
Collins, Todd 215 55.0 2367 6.05 4 f ! Lewis, Jermaine Bal 
Whelihan, Craig SD 118 498 1357 5.73 r McCaffrey, Ed SF 
McNair, Steve Ten 
Phillips, Lawrence StL 
Smith, Antowain Buf 
RECORDS George, Eddie Ten 
Number: 108, Rick Tuten, Seattle (1992) Thigpen, Yancey Pit 
Average: 46,9, Greg Montgomery, Houston (1992) Carter, Ki-Jana Cin 
Longest: 98 yards, Steve O'Neal, N.Y, Jets (1969) Dudley, Rickey Oak 

Murrell, Adrian = NYJ 
40+ PUNTS TEM NO YARDS LONG AVG TB ET RET YDS IN 20 NET AVG CCU KC 
Tupa, Tom NE 356973 45.8 437 36.1 Harrison, Marvin Ind 
Gardocki, Chris Ind 3034 453 491 3. McGee, Tony Cin 
Araguz, Leo Oak 4189 45.0 431 Broussard, Steve Sea 
Barker, Bryan Jac 2964 44.9 241 i Brown, Troy NE 
Bennett, Darren SD 3972 44.68 416 k Bruener, Mark. Pit 
Rouen, Tom Den 2598 43.3 235 Martin, Tony SD 
Kidd, John Mia 2247 43.2 243 Mcknight, James Sea 
Hansen, Brian NYS 3068 43.2 429 Brown, Tim Oak 
Johnson, Lee Cin 3471 429 407 5 Williams, Harvey Oak 
Montgomery, Greg Bal 3540 427 460 Early, Quinn But 
Miller, Josh Pit 2729 426 271 Green, Eric Bal 
‘Aguiar, Louie KC 3433 424 255 Johnson, Keyshawn NYJ 
Mohr, Chris Buf 3764 a8 366 5. Martin, Curtis NE 
Tuten, Rick 2007 48 161 McCardell, Keenan Jac 
Roby, Reggie 3049 18 430 . Metcalf, Eric sD 

Pickens, Carl Cin 

Reed, Andre Buf 
t= touchdown Scott, Darnay Cin 


RECORDS RECORDS 
Points: 541, Washington (1983) Points: 176, Paul Hornung, Green Bay (1960) 
Field Goals: 37, John Kasay, Carolina (1996) 
TEAM 1 OR =P We. KPA 2PT_ PTA FG FGA a POINTS: Extra Points: 62, Mark Moseley, Washington (1983) 
Green Bay 509 43848 2 430 422 
Detroit 43 379 MICKERS: TEAM XP _YPA FG FGA PTS 
San Francisco 41 375 Cunningham, Richie Dal 
Minnesota 42 354 ‘Anderson, Gary = SF 
Washington 327 Longwell, Ryan GB 
Atlanta 320 Hanson, Jason 
Philadelphia 317 Wilkins, Jeff 
NY, Giants 307 Andersen, Morten 
Dallas 304 Boniol, Chris 
St. Louis 299 Daluiso, Brad 
Tampa Bay 299 Brien, Doug 
Arizona 283 Kasay, John 
Carolina 265 Jaeger, Jeff 
Chicago 263 Blanton, Scott Was 
New Orleans 237 Husted, Michael TB 
NFC Average 35. x fos a3 2 hit i ; 316.7 Murray, Eddie = Min 
Nedney, Joe — Mia-Ari 
Butler, Kevin Ati 
RECORDS Jacke, Chris Was 
Completions: 377, Warren Moon, Minnesota (1995) 
Touchdowns: 39, Brett Favre, Green Bay (1996) 
Yards: 4614, Neil Lomax, St. Louis (1984) RECORDS 
Longest TD: 99 yards, Frank Filchock to Andy Farkas, Washington (1939); George Iz0 to Bobby Mitchell, Touchdowns: 25, Emmitt Smith, Dallas (1995) 
Washington (1963); Karl Sweetan to Pat Studstill, Detroit (1966); Sonny Jurgensen to Jerry Allen, Washington (1968); 
Ron Jaworski to Mike Quick, Philadelphia (1985); Brett Favre to Robert Brooks, Green Bay (1995) G+ POINTS TEAM Le ‘TOR TOP TOM 2PT PIS 
Carter, Cris Min 0 13 
224+ ATTEMPTS TEAM _ AIT COMP il os ah wu a ce at be a LOSS RATING Sanders, Barry 
Young, Steve SF 356. 241 3029 220 104.7 Levens, Dorsey 
Chandler, Chris AL 342 202 eat 2692 787 ; i 3 261 95.1 Freeman, Antonio 
Favre, Brett GB 513 304 59.3 3867 7.54 i . 176 926 Alstott, Mike 
Johnson, Brad © Min 452 275 60.8 3036 6.72 ; 845 Anderson, Jamal 
Hoying, Bobby Phi 225 128 56.9 1573 6.99 i i 838 Harris, Raymont 
Dilfer, Trent TB 386 217 56.2 2555 6.62 , 828 Emanuel, Bert 
Mitchell, Scott Det 509 293 57.6 3484 6.84 5 79.6 Irvin, Michael 
Aikman, Troy Dal 518 202 56.4 3283 6.34 3 78.0 Kirby, Terry 
Kramer, Erik Chi 477 275 577 3011 6.31 i x 74,0 Moore. Herman 
Detmer, Ty 244 134 «549 1567 6.42 i z 739 Moore, Rob 
Frerotte, Gus 402 204 50.7 2682 6.67 5. 738 Calloway, Chris 
Plummer, Jake 296 157 53.0 2203 7.44 % 734 Owens, Terrell 
Banks, Tony 487 252 51.7 3254 6.68 Z 15 Proehi, Ricky 
Kanell, Danny 294 156 531 1740 5.92 70.7 Brooks, Robert 
Graham, Kent 250 130 520 1408 5.63 . 65.9 Dunn, Warrick 
Collins, Kerry 381 200 525 2124 5.57 sf 55.7 Lane, Fred 
Smith, Robert 
Watters, Ricky 
RECORDS Chmura, Mark 
Number: 114, Bob Parsons, Chicago (1981) Fryar, Irving 
Average: 51.4 yards, Sammy Baugh, Washington (1940) Hearst, Garrison 
Longest: 94 yards, Joe Lintzenich, Chicago (1931) Mathis, Terance 
Morton, Johnnie 
40+ PUNTS TEAM NO YARDS LONG AVG 1B _BIK OPPRET RETYOS N20 NET AVG Reed, Jake 
Royals, Mark NO 66 45.9 0 50 706) 2849 Vardell, Tommy 
Turk, Matt 45.1 237 39.2 Walls, Wesley 
Hentrich, Craig 45.0 255 36.0 Hastings, Andre 
Feagles, Jeff 443 41 36.8 Allen, Terry 
Berger, Mitch 545 341 Bruce, Isaac 
Horan, Mike 266 36.3 Shepherd, Leslie 
Sauerbrun, Todd 427 727 328 Way, Charles 
Jett, John 426 434 35.6 Williams, Karl 
Walter, Ken 42.4 428 36.4 Barber, Tiki 
Landeta, Sean 278 344 Sanders, Frank 
Hutton, Tom 515 34.6 Smith, Emmitt 
Brice, Will E 352 305 ‘Anthony, Reidel 
Gowin, Toby 365 35.4 Bates, Mario 
Maynard, Brad y 378 34.6 Bowie, Larry 
Thompson, Tommy ; 307 34.6 Carruth, Rae 
Conwell, Ernie 
Ellard, Henry 
t= touchdown Floyd, William 
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Sticet & Smith's Pro Football 


Smith, Antowain But 
Means, Natrone Jac 
Morris, Bam Bal 
Phillips, Lawrence StL-Mia 
McNair, Steve 
Thomas, Thurman 
Stewart, James 
Hil, Greg 

Allen, Marcus 
Stewart, Kordel 
Carter, Ki-Jana 
Broussard, Steve 
Anders, Kimble 
Smith, Lamar 
Bennett, Donnell 
Byner, Ernest 
Thomas, Rodney 
Crockett, Zack 
Graham, Jay 
Brunell, Mark 
Jones, George 
Blake, Jeff 
Hebron, Vaughn 
Elway, John 
Harbaugh, Jim 
Spikes, Irving 
Grbac, Elvis 
Fletcher, Terrell 
Johnson, Leon 
McPhail, Jerris 
Testaverde, Vinny 
Loville, Derek 
Hall, Tim 

Gannon, Rich 
Holmes, Darick 
Cullors, Derrick 
Bieniemy, Eric 
Bynum, Kenny 
Warren, Lamont 
Collins, Todd 
Grier, Mario 
Galloway, Joey 
Craver, Aaron 
Anderson, Richie 
Williams, Harvey 
Groce, Clit 
Meggett, Dave 
Moulds, Eric 
Parmalee, Bernie 
Bledsoe, Drew 
Lucas, Ray 
Vanover, Tamarick 


RECORDS RECEIVING 


Receptions: 104, Tim Brown, Oakland (1997) 
Yards: 1746, Charley Hennigan, Houston (1961) 
Touchdowns: 18, Mark Clayton, Miami (1984) 


Barnett, Fred 
AF TATS faite. 
Belser, Jason 
NON-KICKERS TEAM 10 TOR TOP TOM 2PT PIS Bennett, Donnell 
Jackson, Michael Ba 4 0 4 0 26 Blackmon, Robert 
‘Wycheck, Frank Ten Bowens, Tim 
Brown, Gary SD Braxton, Tyrone 
Davis, Willie Ten Brown, Derek 
Drayton, Troy Mia Buckley, Terrell 
Gordon, Darrien Den Carswell, Dwayne 
Johnson, Leon NYJ Clay, Willie 
Mitchell, Pete Jac Copeland, John 
Morris, Bam Bal Cotton, Kenyon 
Smith, Jimmy Crockett, Zack 
Warren, Chris Crumpler, Carlester 
Sharpe, Shannon Cullors, Derrick 
Bailey, Aaron Elway, John 
Baxter, Fred Fontenot, Al 
Blake, Jeff Gildon, Jason 
Byars, Keith Glenn, Aaron 
Chrebet, Wayne Grbac, Elvis 
Dilger, Ken Grier, Marrio 
Gash, Sam Hallock, Ty 
Harrison, Rodney Hartley, Frank 
Hawkins, Courtney Hebron, Vaughn 
Hughes, Danan Hitchcock, Jimmy 
Jordan, Charles Johnson, Darrius 
McWiillian, Mark Johnson, Rob 
Purnell, Lovett Jones, Charlie 
Richardson, Tony Kent, Joey 
Sanders, Chris Kinchen, Brian 
Smith, Otis Kitna, Jon 
‘Thomas, Rodney Lake, Carell 
Gonzalez, Tony Langham, Antonio 
Jackson, Willie Lewis, Darryl 
Riemersma, Jay Lewis, Mo 
‘Smith, Lamar Loville, Derek 
Vanover, Tamarick McElroy, Ray 
Anders, Kimble Mickens, Ray 
Bieniemy, Eric Mobley, John 
Blackwell, Will ‘Moon, Warren 
Blades, Brian Neal, Lorenzo 
Bradford, Paul Norgard, Erik 
Brady, Kyle O'Donnell, Neil 
Brisby, Vincent Parmalee, Bernie 
Brown, Chad Perriman, Brett 
Brunell, Mark Perry, Ed 
Dawkins, Sean Russell, Derek 
Dawson, Lake ‘Shedd, Kenny 
Dunn, David Sinclair, Mike 
Gannon, Rich Slade, Chris 
Glenn, Terry Smith, Detron 
Graham, Jay Thomas, Thurman 
Graham, Jeff Traylor, Keith 
Green, Willie Tritt, Olanda 
Holmes, Darick Turner, Eric 
Hudson, Chris Van Pelt, Alex 
Hundon, James Walker, Denard 
Jackson, Greg Ward, Dedric 
Jefferson, Shawn Washington, Lionel Oak 
Johnson, Charles Whigham, Larry NE 
Johnson, Lonnie Williams, Alfred Den 
Jones, Damon Williams, Darryl Sea 
Jones, Freddie 
Jones, George 
MeDuffie, O.J. 
McPhail, Jerris 
Meggett, Dave 
Milne, Brian 
Popson, Ted 
Pritchard, Mike 
Robertson, Marcus 
Spikes, Irving 
Strong, Mack 
‘Thomas, Lamar 
Van Dyke, Alex 
Warren, Lamont 
Stablein, Brian 
Alexander, Elijah 
Anderson, Darren 
‘Anderson, Richie 
‘Atwater, Steve 
Barlow, Reggie 


Sooo OHO wC OSH ONO HON NOHO ANOINOF ABI NN wot NOUNI oes woe Roe 


10+ CATCHES TEAM NO YARDS AVG LONG 1D 
Brown, Tim Oak 104 1408 13.5 59t 
McCardell, Keenan Jac 85 1164 137 
Smith, Jimmy Jac 82 1324 161 
Thigpen, Yancey Pit 79 +1398 17.7 
MoDutie, 0.4. Mia 943 12.4 
RECORDS RUSHING  sarison,warin ind 866 11.9 
Carries: 390, Barry Foster, Pittsburgh (1992) Sharpe,Shannon Den 72 1107 15.4 
Yards: 2003, 0.4. Simpson, Butfalo (1973), Rison, Andre 1092 152 
Touchdowns: 19, Earl Campbell, Houston (1979); Galloway, Joey 1049 14.6 
Chuck Muncie, San Diego (1981) Smith, Rod 1180 169 
Johnson, Keyshawn 963 

50+ YARDS TT) = Jackson, Michael 918 
Davis, Terrell Den 369 1750 4.7 50t 15 Dawkins, Sean 804 
Bettis, Jerome Pit 375 1665 7 
George, Eddie Ten 357 1399 6 
Kaufman, Napoleon Oak 272 1294 6 Green, Eric 601 
Martin, Curtis NE 274 1160 4, 4 Pritchard, Mike 843 
Dillon, Corey Cin 233 1129 10 Martin, Tony 904 

7 

7 

4 

5 

4 
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ecco ooo oot o os ot soc oc coc coe saeco es sco oC ODOC CO eA Os OC Coos 
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Coates, Ben 737 
Alexander, Derrick 1009 


Murrell, Adrian NYJ 300 1086 Wycheck, Frank 748 
Faulk, Marshall Ind 264 1054 Reed, Andre 880 
Early, Quinn 853 
Anders, Kimble 453 
Chrebet, Wayne 799 


Brown, Gary SD 253 945 
‘Abdul-Jabbar, Karim Mia 283 892 
Warren, Chris Sea 200 847 


Be AUR RN RN RA RN RNY NNN RYN UVAUNVNVVNNUNVUNVNVV VU VOSS LEOKUOOUUMUARSARARAES 


ScoSCOONSC CONDO ONA HOH OOO COSCON OSNONGOONOSD OOOOH OCONSSC OMS OOO OOOO SCO OO OwWSOORORONDOOAO 
CO BOO HON NN OONN OHH HUN NEN NRONOONNONONNN CONNONFONOCNNNOCUWDOUNEOOHKWEKWOWMUWORGROOASOR 
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Baoan ccccooNcoc cos Sc ooo CON SNC OCOD COC OSC ONO ONGA HONS OOOOH OO OUCH OMS ODD OOD DOC OSCONBOSCOO 


Conway, Curtis 
Copeland, Horace 
Dawkins, Brian 
WON-KIGKERS TEAM iL we ie TOM 2PT PTS ay 
Gedney, Chris Ai Dilfer, Trent 
Hoard, Leroy Dishman, Cris 
Lewis, Chad Farquhar, John 
Miller, Anthony Favre, Brett 
Mitchell, Brian Fields, Mark 
Moore, Dave Garnes, Sam 
Stokes, JJ. Green, Darrell 
Wheatley, Tyrone NYG Green, Harold 
Zellars, Ray Greene, Kevin 
Solomon, Freddie Hampton, Rodney 
Davis, Stephen Hape, Patrick 
Garner, Charlie Harris, Jackie 
Glover, Andrew = Min Hayden, Aaron 
Hanspard, Byron At Haynes, Michael 
Jenkins, James Was Henderson, William 
Loe, Amp Hennings, Chad 
Moore, Jerald Heyward, Craig 
Penn, Chris Hobbs, Daryl 
Rhett, Erict Johnson, Jimmie 
Sharper, Darren Johnston, Daryl 
Turner, Kevin Kinchen, Todd 
Westbrook, Michael Was Kozlowski, Brian 
Young, Steve Laing, Aaron 
Engram, Bobby Levy, Chuck 
Evans, Chuck MoNeil, Ryan 
Plummer, Jake Mickens, Terry 
Biakabutuka, Tim Mills, Erie 
Brown, Reggie Mitchell, Scott 
Carrier, Mark Moore, Ronald 
Centers, Larry O'Neal, Leslie 
Connell, Albert Rie, Jerry 
Cross, Howard Rivers, Ron 
Davis, Tyrone Schlesinger, Cory 
Ounn, Jason Schroeder, Bill 
Frerotte, Gus Seay, Mark 
Graham, Kent Sehorn, Jason NYG 
Greene, Scott Shuler, Heath NO 
Guliford, Eric Singleton, Alshermond TB 
Hanks, Merton Small, Torrance StL 
Hill, Randall Smith, Cedric A 
Ismail, Raghib Smith, rv NO 
Jones, Brent Thomas, Orlando — Min 
Kramer, Erik Thomas, William Phi 
LaFleur, David Thomason, Jeff GB 
McElroy, Leland Thompson, David StL 
Palmer, David Walsh, Chris Min 
Patten, David West, Ed Atl 
Pegram, Erric Westbrook, Bryant Det 
Poole, Keith Wetnight, Ayan Chi 
Pounds, Darryl Wiegert, Zach StL 
Sanders, Deion Williams, Kevin Ati 
Santiago, 0.J. Williams, Moe Min 
Timpson, Michael Phi Willams, Stepfret Dal 
Toomer, Amani NYG Wilson, Bernard = Ari 
Walker, Herschel Dal Wooten, Tito NYG 
Wilkins, Gabe GB 
Williams, Aeneas Ari 
Williams, Sherman Dal 
Johnson, Brad Min 
Autry, Darnell Chi 
Johnson, Anthony Car 
Mirer, Rick Chi 
Scroggins, Tracy Det 
‘Alexander, Kevin NYG 
Armstead, Jessie NYG 
Asher, Jamie Was 
Banks, Tony StL 
Bennett, Tommy Ari 
Boyd, Stephen Det 
Brady, Jeff Min 
Brown, Dave 
Carter, Pat 
Case, Stoney 
Christian, Bob 
Chryplewicz, Pete 
Clark, Greg 
Clark, Willie 
Coakley, Dexter 
Collins, Kerry 


Garner, Charlie 
Barber, Tiki 
Williams, Sherman 
Bates, Mario 
McElroy, Leeland 
Kirby, Terry 
Moore, Jerald 
Johnson, Anthony 
Hanspard, Byron 
‘Autry, Darnell 
Biakabutuka, Tim 
Moore, Ronald StL-Ari 
Centers, Larry 
Davis, Troy 
Hoard, Leroy 
Floyd, William 
Plummer, Jake 
Young, Steve 
Favre, Brett 
Banks, Tony 
Rivers, Ron 
Chandler, Chris 
Evans, Chuck 
Greene, Scott 
Hayden, Aaron 
Johnson, Brad 
Cunningham, Randall 
Vardell, Tommy 
Henderson, William 
‘Salaam, Rashaan 
Mitchell, Brian 
Lee, Amp 

Bowie, Larry 
Dilfer, Trent 

Rhett, Errict 
‘Turner, Kevin 
Pegram, Eric SD- 
Levy, Chuck 
Anthony, Reidel 
Heyward, Craig 
Kramer, Erik 
Mitchell, Scott 
Hampton, Rodney 
Johnson, LeShon 
Aikman, Troy 
Green, Harold 
Hoying, Bobby 
Mirer, Rick 
Collins, Kerry 
Frerotte, Gus 
Williams, Moe 
Carter, Tony 


OtNss+0+c0ss Ns con ow sno +Coac OHS NOs EN wROFANItCOMONaANnoD 


RECORDS 

Receptions: 123, Herman Moore, Detroit (1995) 
Yards: 1848, Jerry Rice, S.F. (1995) 
Touchdowns: 22, Jerry Rice, S.F. (1987) 


10+ CATCHES TEAM NO YARDS AVG se i 


Moore, Herman. Det 104 1293 12.4 
RECORDS Moore, Rob Ari 97 1584 16.3 
Carries: 407, James Wilder, Tampa Bay (1984) Carter, Cris Min 1069 12.0 
Yards: 2105, Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams (1984) Fryar, Irving Phi 1316 15.3 
Touchdowns: 25, Emmitt Smith, Dallas (1995) Freeman, Antonio GB 1243 15.3 

Morton, Johnnie Det 1057 13.2 
‘50+ YARDS TEAM ul YARDS AVG LONG TD) Irvin, Michael Dal 1180 15.7 
Sanders, Barry Det 2053 6.1 82t 11 Sanders, Frank Ari 1017 13.6 
Levens, Dorsey GB os 1435 4. Reed, Jake Min 1138 16.7 
Smith, Robert Min 232 1266 5. Emanuel, Bert Att 991 15.2 
Watters, Ricky Phi 285 1110 3: Mathis, Terance Atl 802 12.9 
‘Smith, Emmitt Dal 261 1074 Lee, Amp StL 825 13.5 
Harris, Raymont Chi 275 1033 34 Brooks, Robert 6B 1010 16.8 
Hearst, Garrison 234 1019 4. Owens, Terrell SF 936 15.6 
Anderson, Jamal 290 1002 Calloway, Chris NYG 849 14.6 
Dunn, Warrick 224 978 4. Proehi, Ricky Chi 753 
Lane, Fred 182 809 4, Walls, Wesley Car 746 
Allen, Terry 210 724 3. Stokes, J.J. SF 733 
Way, Charles 151 698 Bruce, Isaac StL 815 
Alstott, Mike 176 665 Hill, Randal NO 761 
‘Wheatley, Tyrone 152 583 3, Centers, Larry Ari 409 
Davis, Stephen 141 «567 4, Levens, Dorsey GB 370 
Zellars, Ray 156 552 3: Asher, Jamie Was 474 
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‘Street & Snuith’s Pro Football 


AFC STATS 


10+ CATCHES TEAM Ma YARDS AVG LON Th} 
Jefferson, Shawn NE 841 15.6 2 
Scott, Darnay Cin 797 14.8 5 
Pickens, Carl cin 695 5 
Dudley, Rickey Oak 787 7 
Faulk, Marshall Ind 471 ‘t 
Jett, James Oak 804 2 
Johnson, Charles Pit 568 2 
McCattrey, Ed 590 8 
Hawkins, Courtney Pit 555 3 
Warren, Chris 257 0 
Davis, Wile 564 4 
Lewis, Jermaine 648 6 
Graham, Jeff 642 2 
Davis, Terrell 287 0 
Brown, Troy 607 6 
Jones, Freddie 505 2 
Johnson, Lonnie 340 2 
Stewart, James 336 1 
Martin, Curtis 296 1 
Metcalf Eric 576 2 
Kaufman, Napoleon 403 2 
Drayton, Troy 558 4 
Fletcher, Terrell 292 0 
Mitchell, Pete 380 4 
Popson, Ted 320 2 
McKnight, James 637 6 
MeGee, Tony 414 6 
McPhail, Jerris 262 1 
Gonzalez, Tony 368 2 
Jones, Charlie 423 1 
Sanders, Chris 498 3 
Crumpler, Carlester 361 1 
Bieniemy, Eric i 249 0 
Blades, Brian 319 2 
Thomas, Thurman 208 0 
Moulds, Eric 294 0 
Abdul-Jabbar, Karim Mia 261 1 
Morris, Bam Bal 176 a 0 
Thomas, Lamar Mia 402 14. 2 
Parmalee, Bernie Mia 301 1 
Smith, Antowain Buf WwW 0 
Jordan, Charles Mia 471 3 
Glenn, Terry NE 431 2 
Dunn, David Cin a4 2 
Dilger, Ken Ind 380 3 
Baxter, Fred NYJ 276 3 
Dillon, Corey Cin 259 0 
Murrell, Adrian NYS 106 0 
Bailey, Aaron Ind 329 3 
Riemersma, Jay Buf 208 2 
‘Anderson, Richie NYJ 150 1 
Perriman, Brett KC-Mia 392 1 
Stablein, Brian Ind 253 1 
Stil, Bryan 324 0 
Broussard, Steve 143 1 
Brisby, Vincent 276 2 
‘Smith, Lamar 183 0 
Milne, Brian 138 0 
Brady, Kyle 238 2 
Gash, Sam 154 3 
Dawson, Lake 273 2 
Carter, Ki-vana 187 0 
Brown, Gary 137 0 
Byner, Earnest 128 0 
Warren, Lamont 192 0 
Byars, Keith 189 3 
Hartley, Frank 246 1 
Green, Willie 240 2 
Meggett, Dave 203 1 
Ward, Dedric 212 1 
Hallock, Ty 131 1 
Bruener, Mark 7 6 
Jackson, Willie 206 a 
Barnett, Fred li 166 1 
Hundon, James, it 285 2 
Yarborough, Ryan 183 0 
Williams, Harvey 147 2 
Johnson, Leon 142 0 
Jones, George 1 


Crockett, Zack 

Bettis, Jerome 

Means, Natrone 

Mason, Derrick 

Thomas, Rodney 

Fenner, Derrick 

Holmes, Darick 

Strong, Mack 
Blackwell, Will 

Roan, Michael 

Battaglia, Marco 

Russell, Derek 

Hill, Greg 

Carswell, Dwayne 
Graham, Jay 

Kinchen, Brian 

Allen, Marcus 

Grifith, Howard 

Perry, Ed 

Philips, Lawrence StL-Mia 
Pollard, Marcus Ind 
Shedd, Kenny Oak 
Fauria, Christian Seal 
Lester, Tim Pit 


reconps INTERCEPTIONS 


Number: 13, Lester Hayes, Oakland (1980) 
Yards: 349, Charlie McNeil, San Diego (1961) 
Longest TD Return: 103 yards, Vencie Glenn, 
‘San Diego (1987); Louis Oliver, Miami (1992) 
Touchdowns: 4, Ken Houston, Houston (1971); 
Jim Kearney, Kansas City (1972) 


24- INTERCEPTIONS _ TEAM _ te oe i 1D 
KC 


MeWilian, Mark 
Williams, Darryl 
Smith, Otis 

Clay, Willie 
Robertson, Marcus 
Lewis, Darryll 
Figures, Deon 
Braxton, Tyrone 
Woolford, Donnell 
Perry, Darren 
Gordon, Darrien 
Woods, Jerome 
Moore, Stevan 
Sawyer, Corey 
Buckley, Terrell 
Crockett, Ray 
Mickens, Ray 
Green, Victor 
Law, Ty 

Daniel, Eugene 
Ambrose, Ashley 
Langham, Antonio 
Hudson, Chris 
Hasty, James 
Lake, Carell 
Milloy, Lawyer 
Belser, Jason 
Hitchcock, Jimmy 
Harrison, Rodney 
Whigam, Larry 
Bradford, Paul 
Walker, Denard 
Turner, Eric 
Washington, Lionel 
Harper, Dwayne 
Atwater, Steve 
Jackson, Greg 
Thomas, Dave 
Seau, Junior 
Irvin, Ken 
Teague, George 
Trapp, James 
Schulz, Kurt 
Kerner, Marion 
Burrs, Jett 
Oldham, Chris 
Edwards, Donnie 
Kirkland, Levon 
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Moran, Sean Buf 
Staten, Ralph Bal 
Blades, Bennie Sea 
Wooden, Shawn Mia 
Carter, Dale KC 
Moore, Marty NE 
lynch, Lorenzo Oak 
Coryatt, Quentin = Ind 
Gray, Carton Ind 
Scott, Chad Pit 


reconos KICK RETURNS 


Number: 62, Andre Coleman, San Diego (1995) 
Yards: 1411, Andre Coleman, San Diego (1995) 
Longest TD: 106 yards, Noland Smith, Kansas City (1967) 
‘Touchdowns: 3, Raymond Clayborn, New England (1977) 


20+ RETURNS —__TEAM a YARDS AVG LONG 1D) 


Glenn, Aaron NYS 741 26.5 96t 
Vanover, Tamarick KC. 50 12083 
Meggett, Dave NE 33° 816 
Blackwell, Will Pit 

Spikes, Irving Mia 

Hebron, Vaughn Den 

Bieniemy, Eric Cin 

Lewis, Jermaine Bal 

Bailey, Aaron Ind 

Howard, Desmond Oak 

Broussard, Steve Sea 

Bynum, Kenny sD 

Moulds, Eric But 

Mason, Derrick Ten 

Coleman, Andre Sea-Pit 

Jackson, Willie Jac 

Holmes, Darick Buf 


recorps PUNT RETURNS 


Number: 62, Fulton Walker, Miami-L.A. Raiders (1985) 
Yards: 692, Fulton Walker, Miami-L.A. Raiders (1985) 
Longest: 98 yards, Terance Mathis, N.Y. Jets (1990) 
Touchdowns: 4, Rick Upchurch, Oakland (1976) 


20+ RETURNS TEAM +! ue oo we i 1) 
2 


Lewis, Jermaine Bal 

Gordon, Darrien Den 8 ine 
Johnson, Leon NYJ 619 
Barlow, Reggie Jac. 412 
Vanover, Tamarick KC 383 
Metcalf, Eric Et) 489 
Jordan, Charles Mia 273 
Meggett, Dave NE 467 
Burrs, Jeft Buf 198 
Howard, Desmond Oak 210 
Myers, Greg in 201 
Harris, Ronnie Sea 144 
Blackwell, Will Pit 149 


RECORDS 
Number: 22, Mark Gastineau, N.Y. Jets (1984) 
‘5+ SACKS TEAM NO 
Smith, Bruce Buf 14.0 
Sinclair, Mike Sea 12.0 
Boulware, Peter Bal 11.5 
Footman, Dan Ind 10.6 
Wiliams, Dan 

Paup, Bryoe 

Thomas, Derrick KC 
McCrary, M. Bal 
Slade, Chris NE 
Dixon, Gerald Cin 
Simmons, Clyde Jac 
Smith, Neil Den 
Tanwvasa, Maa Den 
Wiliams, Alfred Den 
Lewis, Mo NYJ 
Adams,Sam Sea 
Brackens,Tony Jac 
Holmes, Kenny Ten 


TEAM LI 
Seau, Junior = 
Thomas, Henry 
Walker, Gary he 
Brown, Chad Sea 
Smeenge, Joel Jac 
Smith, Anthony Oak 
Hansen, Phil But 
Jones, James Bal 
Lake, Camell Pit 
Armstrong,T. Mia 
Bowens,Tim Mia 
Ford, Henry 
Gildon, Jason 
Kirkland, Levon 
Lageman, Jeff 
Rodgers, D. 
Taylor, Jason 
Wilkinson, Dan 


10+ CATCHES ee ~ YARDS AVG LONG TD 


Hastings, Andre 

Tuner, Kevin oh 
Watters, Ricky Phi 
Penn, Chris 

Bjornson, Eric 

Mller, Anthony 
Wetnight, Ryan 

Engram, Bobby 

Carruth, Rae 

Timpson, Michael 
Henderson, William 
Greene, Scott 

Smith, Emmitt 

Dunn, Warrick 

Chmura, Mark 
Conwell, Ernie 

Floyd, Wiliam 

Way, Charles 

Smith, Robert 

Mitchell, Brian 

Ismail, Raghib 

Anthony, Reidel 
Westbrook, Michael Was 
Bowie, Larry Was 
Barber, Tiki NYG 
Williams, Kart 1B 
Carrier, Mark Car 
Copeland, Horace 
Sanders, Barry 

Small, Torrance 

Ellard, Henry 

Glover, Andrew 

Zellars, Ray 

Conway, Curtis 

Williams, Stepfret 
Shepherd, Leslie 
Solomon, Freddie 

Jones, Brent 

Green, Harold 
Anderson, Jamal 

Sloan, David 

Harris, Raymont 

Guliford, Eric 

Muhammad, Muhsin 
Palmer, David 

Kennison, Eddie 

Garner, Charlie 

Carter, Tony 

Kirby, Terry 

Gedney, Chris 

Alstott, Mike 

Christian, Bob 

Hearst, Garrison 

Williams, Sherman 
Johnson, Anthony 
Evans, Chuck 

Cross, Howard 
Pegram, Erric  SD-NYG 
Williams, Kevin Avi 
Edwards, Anthony Ari 
Allen, Terry 

Moore, Dave 

Harris, Jackie 

Mayes, Derrick 
‘Alexander, Kevin 

Harmon, Ronnie Ten-Chi 
Johnston, Daryl Dat 
Davis, Stephen Was 
LaFleur, David 

Farquhar, John 
Santiago, 0.J. 

Smith, Iv 

Metzelaars, Pete 
Kinchen, Todd 

Toomer, Amani 
Vardell, Tommy 
Wheatley, Tyrone 
Johnson, Jimmie Phi 
Uwaezuoke, Ineanyi SF 


Street & Smith's Pro Foothall 
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Jennings, Keith 
Walker, Herschel 
Patten, David 
Seay, Mark 
Thomas, Robb 
Davis, Troy 
Haynes, Michael 
Bownes, Fabien 
Lewis, Chad 
Crawford, Keith 
Mills, Ernie 
Walsh, Chris 
Thomas, Chris 
Hoard, Leroy 
Boyd, Tommie 
Pierce, Aaron 


RECORDS 


RECORDS 
Number: 70, Tyrone Hughes, New Orleans (1996) 
Yards: 1791, Tyrone Hughes, New Orleans (1996) 


Longest TD: 106 yards, Al Carmichael, Green Bay (1956); 


Roy Green, St. Louis (1979) 
Touchdowns: 4, Travis Williams, Green Bay (1967); 
Cecil Turner, Chicago (1970) 


20+ RETURNS TEAM a YARDS me LONG TD) 


Bates, Michael Car 47 1281 
Guliford, Eric NO 43 1128 
Williams, Kevin Ai 59 1458 
Hanspard, Byron Atl 
Staley, Duce Phi 
Milburn, Glyn Det 
Anthony, Reidel 1B 
Hughes, Tyrone Chi 
Schroeder, Bill cB 


Number: 14, Dick Lane, Los Angeles (1952) 

Yards: 303, Deion Sanders, San Francisco (1994) 
Longest TD Retum: 102 yards, Bob Smith, Detroit (1949); 
Erich Barnes, N.Y. Giants (1961) 

Touchdowns: 4, Eric Allen, Philadelphia (1993) 


2+ INTERCEPTIONS = - us AVG LONG TD) 


MeNeil, Ryan 141 
Lyle, Keith iL 128 


Walker, Herschel 
Mitchell, Brian 
Thompson, David 
Palmer, David 
Levy, Chuck 
Pegram, Erric 


Dal 
Was 
StL 
Min 
SF 
NYG 


RECORDS 


Hanks, Merton SF 
Williams, Aeneas Ari 
‘Sehorn, Jason 

‘Wooten, Tito 


Carrier, Mark 
Knight, Sammy 
‘Sparks, Phillippi 
Buchanan, Ray 
Harris, Walt 

Davis, Eric 
‘Abraham, Donnie 
Drakeford, Tyronne 
Butler, LeRoy 
Prior, Mike 


Washington, Dewayne Min 


Dishman, Cris 
Ellsworth, Percy 
Richard, Stanley 
Lyght, Todd 
Bradford, Ronnie 
Woodson, Rod 
Dawkins, Brian 
Walker, Darnell 
Pounds, Darryl 
McKinnon, Ronald 
McDonald, Tim 
Evans, Doug 
Newman, Anthony 
Booker, Michael 
Vincent, Troy 
Carter, Tom 
Brown, Reggie 
Sanders, Deion 
Sharper, Darren 
Westbrook, Bryant 
‘Armstead, Jessie 
Woodall, Lee 
Washington, Mickey 
Williams, Brian 
Cota, Chad 
Lynch, Jobin 
Allen, Eric 

Griffith, Robert 
Dimry, Charles 
Fuller, Corey 
Tubbs, Winfred 
Brooks, Derrick 
Thomas, William 
Stoutmire, Omar 
Patton, Marvcus 
Mangum, John 
Thomas, Orlando 
Marshall, Anthony 
Poole, Tyrone 
Widmer, Corey 


Was 
NYG 
Was 
StL 
At 
SF 
Phi 
SF 


NO 
At 
Phi 


Det 
NYG 
SF 
NO 


17.2 
15.8 
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Number: 70, Danny Reece, Tampa Bay (1979) 
75, Desmond Howard, Green Bay (1996) 


103 yards, Robert Bailey, L.A, Rams (1994) 


Touchdowns: 4, Jack Christiansen, Detroit (1951) 


20+ RETURNS TEAM — + — AVG LONG 10) 
57 


Palmer, David Min 
Williams, Karl 1B ‘8 
Sanders, Deion Dal 33 
Mitchell, Brian Was 38 
Williams, Kevin Ati 
Uwaezuoke, Iheanyi. SF 
Guliford, Eric No 
Schroeder, Bill GB 
Toomer, Amani NYG 
Milburn, Glyn Det 
Kinchen,Todd Att 
Poole, Tyrone Car 
Kennison, Eddie StL. 
Hughes, Tyrone Chi 


13.1 
2 oor 
12 423 
23 


RECORDS 


Number: 21, Reggie White, Philadelphia (1987); 
Chris Doleman, Minnesota (1989) 


4.5+ SACKS TEAM NO TEAM NO) 


Randle, John = Min 15.5 
Stubblefield, D. SF 15.0 
Strahan, M. NYG 14.0 
Porcher, Robert Det 12.5 
Doleman, Chris SF 12.0 
‘Smith, Chuck AU 12.0 
White, Reggie GB 11.0, 
Greene, Kevin SF 10.5, 
Hall, Travis AU 10.5 
Martin, Wayne NO 10.5, 
Sapp, Warren TB 10.5 
Ahanotu, Chidi TB 10.0 
Harris, Robert NYG 10.0 
O'Neal, Leslie StL 10.0 
Harvey,Ken Was. 9.5. 
Archambeau,L. Atl 8.5 
Barrow, Micheal Car 8.5 
Culpepper, Brad TB 8.5 
Elliss, Luther Det 
Johnson, Joe = NO. 
Fields, Mark NO 
Hall, Rhett Phi 
Hamilton, Keith NYG 
Owens,Dan Atl 
Carter,Kevin SIL 
Scroggins, Tracy Det 
‘Swann, Eric Ari 


Upshaw, Regan TB 
Bennett,C, Atl 
Clemons, Duane Min 
Glover, La’Roi NO 
Carver, Shante Dal 
Flanigan, Jim Chi 
Minter, Barry Chi 
Smith, Mark Ari 
Barker, Roy SF 
Dotson, Santana GB 
Milles, Jamir Ari 
Miller, Les Car 
Wilkins, Gabe GB 
Cox, Bryan Chi 
Rice, Simeon Ari 
Royal, Andre Car 
Rudd, Dwayne Min 
Smith, Brady NO 
Thomas, William Phi 
Tolbert, Tony Dal 
‘Alexander, D. Min 
Dent, Richard Phi 
Hennings, Chad Dal 
Patton,M. Was 
Simpson, Carl Chi 
Thomas, Mark Chi 


75 
7.0 
70 


1998 NFL WEEKLY SCHEDULE 


Eastern Standard Times Preseason Subject to Change 


Thursday, August 6 August 13 Thursday, August 20 Thursday, August 27 
N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia ‘Tampa Bay at Miami NY. Giants at N.Y. Jets. Dallas at Jacksonville 
Friday, August 7 Friday, 4 Friday, August 21 Detroit at Indianapolis, 
Arizona at Detroit rf ‘Atlanta at Detroit, Butfalo at Chicago Fri August 28 
Tennessee at Alanta z aia at Bute Saturday, August 22 Batis at NY Gans 
‘Gicago at Aron ": cnn at Aaa 
Soe ome NY. Giants at Jacksonville Pee Se neon WY) Green Bay at Miami 


Buffalo at Pts E 
Chagas Pitsburg at Pada Sg i let che 


CChcinat at 1. Giants Saturday, August 15. ‘acksonvle at Kansas City 8:00 J St.Louis at Kansas City 
Denver at St. Louis [mace h : pee Minnesota at Carolina ‘San Diego at Minnesota 
Indianapolis at Seattle Kansas ty al Mnesota New England at Washington San rancscoat Seat 
Eater tom i) Riseainee sera femeenamcee™ 
¥. TB. (Norman, eat Arizona 
4 SE v, Seattie (Va rer) 
Fo ne ctor | Race Perr aa Becca 
us 
Seat at Dallas 9:00 Oakland at Daas ant San Francisco Carolina at Pittsburgh 
Pro Football Hall of Fame Game Ser ri aeiecD mt Sa DOR Denver at Tennessee 


Sunday, August 16 
peagad Monday, August 24 
Prtsburgh v.78. (Canton, OH) 7:00 Sunday, August Monday, August 17 ony bp eds Philadelphia at New England 
Sunday, August 2 


9 
Minnesota at New England 7: Dallas ¥.N Mexico Cty) 800 I Fricteiha at Baimore 
New England at San Francisco 6:00 ‘Tampa Bay at Oakland 


BEEBE 2 
BESESEEEE 


Ss 8 sssess 


E888 


Cincinnati 


(Open dates: Atlanta, Carolina, (Open dates: Buffalo, Miami, (Open dates: Baltimore, 

‘Mundt aang fee es ‘lr Oran, San Fane) Mion Egan NY et) ini ects, Phat 
Detroit at Green Bay Buffalo at Miami ‘Sunday, ‘Sunday, aber 27 St. Louis, Tennessee) 
Jacksonville at Chicago Carolina at New Orleans ‘Anzona at St. Louis ‘Sunday, October 4 

‘New Orleans at St. Louis: f Chicago at Pittsburgh Green Bay at Cincinnati Denver at Washington Carolina at Atlanta 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore E Cincinnati at Detroit Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets Green Bay at Carolina alias at Washington 

Seattle at Philadelphia Kansas City at Jacksonville Pittsburgh at Miami Jacksonville at Tennessee Detroit at Chicago: 

‘Tampa Bay at Minnesota ‘Minnesota at St. Louis Fi ‘St. Louis at Butfalo Kansas City at Philadelphia ‘Miami at N.Y, Jets: 
‘Tennessee at Cincinnati Philadelphia at Atianta ‘San Diego at Kansas City New Orleans at Indianapolis ‘New England at New Orleans: 
‘Washington at N.Y, Giants ‘San Diego at Tennessee Tennessee at New England Oakland at Dallas ‘San Diego at Indianapols 
Arizona at Dallas ‘Tampa Bay at Green Bay: Chicago at Tampa Bay ‘Seattle at Pittsburgh ‘San Francisco at Buffalo 
Buffalo at San Diego ‘Arizona at Seattle Washington at Seattie NY. Giants at San Diego Oakland at Arizona 

Hae inp Satan! Denver mo achcone Ant tS Pes A lta Tapa Bay 
Wet at san ano AiGans af ekand Deer tC Meza ego, Phage af Deve 
Oakland at ass iy Indanaots at Now England Prloseiphat ona cent at Batre pate st ransas Cy 
Monday, September 7 ‘Monday, September 14 Monday, September 21 Monday, September 26 Monday, October 5 

‘New England at Denver ‘San Francisco at Washington Dalias at N.Y. Giants ‘Tampa Bay at Detroit ‘Minnesota at Green Bay 


Baqasessees 


(Open dates: Detroit, Green Bay, (Open ct: Danver Kansas Oy, (Open dates: Chicago, San Diego) ‘Sunday, November 8 


Minnesota, Tampa Bay) akiand, Seat Daas, Sunday, November 1 ‘Alana at New England 

Sunday, October 11 Thursday, October 15 ‘zona at Detroit 

Buffalo at Indianapolis 4:01 Groen Bay at Detroit Sunday, Denver at Cincinnati 
Carolina at Dallas 1:01 § sunday, October 18 ‘Atianta at N.Y. Jets ‘Jacksonvile at Baltimore 
Kansas City at New England 1:01 “Aytzon at NY, Giants Baltimore at Green Bay ‘Miami at Butalo 

Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 1301 Battmoce at Pittsburgh OY Bf Minnesota at Detroit Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
San Francisco at New Orleans 1:01 ff Carolina at Tampa Bay LO} fp New England at Miami New England at indianapolis 
Tonnessee at Baltimore 4:01 Gincinat at Tennessee San Francisco at St Louis ‘New Orleans at Carolina 
Washington atPhitadelpia 1:01 acksorie at Butfalo “Tampa Bay at New Orteans ALY. Gants at Washington 
Chicago at anizona 4:05 fF Now Oreans atlanta Chicago at Tennessee St Louis at Aianta 

Denver at Seattle 4:35 Washington ot Minnesota Cincinnati at Oakland Tennessee at Pittsburgh 

NY dels at St, Louis 415 eatsanfrancisco 4.03 ff Jacksonville at Denver NL Jets at Kansas City 
San Diego at Oakland 18 putadepna at Son Diego Seatte at San Diego San Francisco at Green Bay 
‘ilanta at N.Y, Giants 820 fF St tous at Miami Butfalo at Carolina Oakland at Seattle 
‘Monday, October 12 Dallas at Chicago Monday, October 26 Monday, November 2 
‘Miami at Jacksonville 820 Monday, October 19 Pittsburgh at Kansas City Dallas at Phitadelphia 


NY. dels at New England 


Cincinnati at Jacksonville 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Indianapolis at Miam| 
Now Orieans at Minnesota 
NY. Giants at Dalas 
akiand at Batimore 
St Louis at Chicago 
Carolina at San Francisco 
Washington at Arizona 
Butfalo at NY, Jets 
Kansas Cty at Seattle 
San Diego at Denver 
Tennessee at Tampa Bay 

Monday, November 9 
Groen Bay at Pitsburgh 


§ S2gseeeeeeess 


‘Sunday, November 15. ‘Thursday, November 26 ‘Thursday, December 3 ‘Sunday, December 13 
‘Cincinnati at Minnesota ‘Arizona at Washington F Pittsburgh at Detroit ‘St Louis at Philadelphia ‘Arizona at Philadelphia 
‘Miami at Carolina (Chicago at Attanta Minnesota at Dallas ‘Sunday, December 6 ‘Alanta at New Orleans 
‘New England at Buffalo Detroit at Tampa Bay Sunday, November 29 ‘Butfal at Cincinnat) Chicago at Green Bay 
ANY. Je at Indianapolis Green Bay at Minnesota *Atcone at Kansas Clty Dallas at New Orleans Cincinnat at Indanapotis 
Philadelphia at Washington Indianapolis at Buffalo ‘Alanta at St Louis Detrot at Jacksonville ener at N.Y Giants 
Pitsburgh at Tennessee ‘Jackson at Ptsburoh Carolina at WY sets Inclanopolts at Afanta New England at St Louis 
St. Lovis at New Orleans Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, Indianapolis at Baltimore ‘New England at Pittsburgh Oakland at Buffalo 
San Francisco at Alanta ‘Seattle at Dallas Jacksonville at Cincinnati ‘San Diego at Washington Patsburgh al Tapa Bay 
Batimore at San Diego Carolina at St Louis New Orleans at Mami Son pancisea at Carina Tennessee at Jacksonvile 
Seattle at Oakland Balimore at Cincinnati anpa Bay st cago Seattle at Ne Jets Washington a Carolina 
Dallas at Arizona Kansas City at San Diego Tennessee at Seattle AVY. Giants at Arizona San Diogo at Seattle 
Green Bay at N.Y. Giants N.Y. Jets at Tennessee Butfalo at New England Baltimore at Tennessee las at Kansas City 
Tapa Bay at Jcksonvte Cakian at Denver Phladeipha at Green Bay taneas Chy at Denver Minnesota a Batimore 
Chicago at Detroit New Orleans at San Francisco ‘Washington at Oakland Miami at Gakland , NY, dets at Miami 
Monday, November 16 Monday, November 23 Denver at San Diego Chicago at Minnesota Monday, December 14 
Denver at Kansas City ‘Miami at New England Monday, November 30 Monday, December 7 Detroit at San Francisco 
NY. Giants at San Francisco Green Bay at Tampa Bay 


POSTSEASON Game 


Saturday Deemer 19 Satay December 25 WILD CARD Games 

(uel nesta Temescee r ! 

WY eat ia Vieesia at eres Saturday-Sunday, January 2-3, 1999 

Sunday December 20 Sunday, December 2 DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 
i a Buta at New Oveans x : 

Ealtmore at Cheago 0] Carina at ntanaps : Saturday-Sundey, January 9-10, 1998 


‘incnnat at Pitsburgh Detroit at Baltimore CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Sinisa caning fom ataiona Sunday, January 17, 1899 

Tomemee ctaemrsay Tampa Bay at cna SUPER BOWL HHHIII 
comaccae ie | Niatetnrects ‘Sin January 31,1508 
iemesines i | Sera Sere ee 
eee eee ES eae (Honolulu) 

Denver at Mia : Pitsburgh at Jacksonville Sunday, February 7, 1999 


BReessesss 


ONLY MOVIES! 


© 1997 Touchstone Pictures 


Con Air . 


© 1997 Universal Studios, Inc 


Copland 


Romy & Michele’s 
High School Reunion 
STARZ! is Movies, Movies, Only Movies™, showcasing more 

theatrical releases in prime-time than any other movie channel. 
Tune in to our Free Preview 
weekend September 25-27 


. Call your cable or satellite 
provider or 1-800-758-5555, and 
say I want to see STARZ!. 


“movie, movies, | Waiy movless 


m all? 


Now you can order the 1998 CT Preview of your choice! 
@ 


street i Smith's 


some: GEAR 


Or mail to: 
Street & Smith's Sports Gear 
PO. Box 9 
Charlotte, N.C. 28221 


